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Welcome to the 35th year of Lindy’s publishing college football magazines. 
Yes, we started publishing in 1982 (Bear Bryant’s last year at Alabama). 
Speaking of Alabama, the Crimson Tide has a pretty good coach there now. 
Check out Scoping the Nation as we take a look at ‘Saban vs. the Bear.’ 

I think you are going to love Dennis Dodd’s inside look at the place of 
JUCO football in America (page 12). Sometimes referred to as “The Last Chance 
Saloon,” Dodd gives the reader the scoop on the inner workings of junior college 
football. 

Getting back to the 35th year thing, I want to sincerely thank all of the loyal 
readers of Lindy’s over the years. Obviously without you consistently buying the 
publication, Lindy’s wouldn’t still be around. 
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iL. Alabama 


Let's not overthink this. Alabama has the best 
players. Game over. Alabama has the best damn 
players. Mic dropped. 


Mitigating factors simply cannot balance that out. 


The schedule is rigorous? Of course, it is (vs. 
USC, at Ole Miss, at Tennessee, at LSU). It hasn't 
worked against Alabama before. 

The quarterbacks are unproven? Can't argue. But the Tide made the 
College Football Playoff in each of the past two years — and won it all in 
2015 — with first-year starters. 

Complacency will set in? That psychology is always in play after a team 
wins it all, but it's less likely with detail-man Nick Saban and the way he 
relentlessly hammers “The Process.” 

So, we come back to the talent. 

Alabama simply has more than anyone else. 


We were leaning toward Clemson as No. 1 right after 
Alabama's victory over the Tigers in the national championship game, but 


many of the expected early defections from the Tide defense never occurred. 
Lineman Jonathan Allen, safety Eddie Jackson and linebackers Tim Williams, 
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Reuben Foster and Ryan Anderson bypassed various 2016 NFL possibilities 
to return to school. 

On offense, Alabama has among the best sets of receivers in the country 
(plus another surprise returnee, tight end O.J. Howard), and perhaps the 

top left tackle, Cam Robinson. Heisman-winning Derrick Henry is gone, but 
one rival SEC coach who talked to Lindy’s merely shrugged because the 
backfield is reloaded with the tandem of Bo Scarbrough and Damian Harris. 
Said the coach about Alabama losing Henry: “It’s like you're at the Goodyear 
plant and your tire wore out. Just get another one.” 


THE BAD NEWS: If you're not picking Alabama No. 1 in the preseason, 
it's because of the quarterback. We get that. The Tide will have its third starter 
in three seasons, and presumptive leader Cooper Bateman doesn't have the 
experience or the obvious skills that will have defensive coordinators holed up 
in their panic rooms over the summer. But we'll say this about Nick Saban's 
QBs: He might not often have a great one, but he never has a bad one. 

Saban's defense, even without longtime defensive coordina- 
tor Kirby Smart (Georgia head coach) is again as impenetrable as a locked 
iPhone. The skill on offense will prop up the new quarterback. Make it six 
national titles overall for Saban. He has the best players. 
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NATIONAL PICKS 


@. Clemson 


No reason to change direction now 
The Tigers never wavered from their ambitious 

2015 goal of a 15-0 season, and they came ever so 
close to becoming the first FBS team to hit that mark. After a brilliant 14-1 
campaign that ended with a hard-fought loss to Alabama in the national title 
game, the challenge is to avoid a drop-off. Coach Dabo Swinney — perhaps 
the best motivator in the game — is loudly shooting for a return to the playoff 
stage and this time, of course, a glorious final act. 

THE GOOD NEWS: This will be a spectacular offensive team, with 
Deshaun Watson running the show, Mike Williams, Artavis Scott and Deon 
Cain leading a ridiculous group of receivers, and Wayne Gallman back to 
pound out big yards on the ground. Forty points a game? Seems like a given. 

THE BAD NEWS: Defense could be a season-long issue. Last year’s 
Shaq Lawson-led front was so disruptive, but just three defensive starters 
return. Has Clemson risen to such a high plug-and-play level with its recruit- 
ing that it’s no big deal? We'll leam a lot from its opener at Auburn. 

OUR CALL: We believe in Watson, Swinney and defensive coordinator 
Brent Venables. Why wouldn't we? The culture of winning in Death Valley is 
real. 


&. Oklahoma 


Fast start could lead to Tampa 
The Sooners lost what should have been 
acan't-lose game to Texas last season and, in their 
only other defeat, were smacked around by Clemson in a playoff semifinal. It 
was a terrific season in all — the three-week stretch against Baylor, TCU and 
Oklahoma State was bigger-than-big-time — but OU will have to be stronger, 
tougher and just plain better to go a step further. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Stronger, tougher, better — the Sooners seem 
capable of being all those things, especially on offense. As dynamic as QB 
Baker Mayfield is, his best move will be handing the ball to Samaje Perine 
or Joe Mixon and watching them move the chains behind a line that could 
become dominant. Most of a potentially nasty defense retums. 

THE BAD NEWS: The early schedule is over the top, with an opener 
against Houston in Houston and a Week 3 visit from Ohio State leading into 
the first Big 12 test at TCU. The Sooners could be toast, playoff-wise, before 
they know it. 

OUR CALL: This program is revived under the coach with the longest 
continuous tenure at one school in the country. The Big 12 favorites have an 
excellent chance to be a more complete team than they were in 2015. 


4G, Ohio State 


After the Buckeyes beat Alabama and hammered 
Oregon in the 2014 playoffs, most everybody was of 
a mind to put Urban Meyer's program as 1 or 1A nationally with Nick Saban’s 
Crimson Tide. But then in 2015, the offense struggled beneath an embarrass- 
ment of NFL talent, and the team’s failure to win the Big Ten — let alone get 
back to the playoff — was a reminder of how hard it is to stay on top. 


THE GOOD NEWS: There's no quarterback controversy; it's J.T. 
Barrett's show. And the pressure to be — well, unbeatable — has lightened. 
Football could be more fun for the Buckeyes in 2016, and the recruiting has 
been so successful that there's still more talent here than nearly any place 
else. 

THE BAD NEWS: We simply don't know if a revamped offensive line 
and an Ezekiel Elliott-less backfield will enable Barrett to be his best, most 
dynamic self. Without Joey Bosa and pals being disruptive up front, offenses 
could pick on a host of new starters in the back seven. 

OUR CALL: The Buckeyes have massive personnel losses, but who 
wouldn't trade for OSU's five-stars-galore talent? Maybe only Alabama. 

If OSU is Big Ten’s best, it is playoff-bound. 
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One quarterback injury after another cost the 
Bears a golden opportunity at the playoffs in 2015. 
Since then, allegations of the most serious kind against Baylor players — and 
reports of the school's head-in-the-sand responses — have cost Art Briles’ 
program its golden reputation. Baylor seems to be at a critical crossroads, 
its rags-to-riches football story something of an afterthought. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Count the Bears’ quarterback question as one 
most any team would love to have. Senior Seth Russell is back from a scary 
neck injury and projects as the starter, though sophomore Jarrett Stidham’s 
off-the-charts arm could compel Briles to go the other way. Some big names 
have moved on at receiver, but that's no big deal in Waco. 


THE BAD NEWS: There'll be at least half a dozen new starters on 
defense, and the second-half schedule includes Texas, Oklahoma, Texas 
Tech and West Virginia on the road. Factor in, too, that almost nothing rates 
higher nowadays in Big 12 country than knocking off Baylor. 


OUR CALL: Line up the probable point spreads for the Bears right now, 
and they're underdogs only in Norman. Wire-to-wire, this could be Briles’ best 
offense yet. 


@. Tennessee 


Break on through 
Butch Jones is doing the right things in turning the 

Volunteers back into a powerhouse. It's all coming 
together spectacularly in Jones’ fourth season with the Vols, who retum 19 
starters after posting the program's first nine-win season in eight years. With 
QB Joshua Dobbs in control and a year of added experience everywhere, we 
don't expect Tennessee to leave a couple of wins on the table, as they did 
last season in fourth-quarter face plants against Oklahoma and Florida. 


THE GOOD NEWS: The offense (35.2 ppg last season) is dynamic 
behind Dobbs and RBs Jalen Hurd and Alvin Kamara. There is an All-SEC 
candidate at every level of the defense — DE Derek Bamett, LB Jalen 
Reeves-Maybin, CB Cameron Sutton. 


THE BAD NEWS: As a practical matter, the Vols need a left tackle. 
Beyond that, it's simple: Can they finish? Their four losses of 2015 came by 
17 points. The last piece to this puzzle is to establish a culture of winning. 

OUR CALL: The Vols won their final six games last season and routed 
Northwestern in the Outback Bowl. The breakthrough has arrived. 


7. Michigan 


Stirring it up, and never shaken 
\s it finally safe to stop talking about satellite 
camps and Jim Harbaugh’s Twitter account? No 
program has more forward momentum than Michigan, and that's a tribute 
to Jimmy H. Like him or not — and plenty of folks do not — he’s the straw 
stirring the college football drink right now. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Frankly, there’s almost nothing but good news. Will 
it add up to Top 10 good news? That's the question. Maybe the Wolverines 
— whose team-wide physicality has exploded since Harbaugh arrived prior 
to last season — are still a year away. Or maybe Harbaugh, with a nasty de- 
fense and a much-improved running game, will join Bob Stoops, Jim Tressel 
and Gene Chizik as a Year 2 national champ. We wouldn't put it past him. 

THE BAD NEWS: Michigan doesn't even have a clue who its starting 
quarterback is. Wilton Speight? John O'Korn? Shane Morris? Someone will 
have to step forward in training camp. 

OUR CALL: At Michigan State. At lowa. At Ohio State. Somewhere in 
there, the Wolverines probably will be derailed. One would think so, anyway. 
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&. Florida State 


Tired of looking up at orange 
Join the club if you're still dismayed by FSU's 
performance in a two-touchdown loss to Houston in 
last year’s Peach Bowl. It certainly didn’t seem like a touching-off point to a 
banner 2016. The Seminoles are Clemson's backups right now, in terms of 
perception, but they have the talent — and home field against the Tigers in 
late October — to change that. 


THE GOOD NEWS: An opener against Ole Miss in Orlando could break 
bad, but it's a chance for FSU to flex what should be extraordinary defensive 
muscle. Up front, this should be a wicked defense, with Derrick Nnadi and 
DeMarcus Walker leading the way. Derwin James and the rest of the second- 
ary will be outstanding. 


THE BAD NEWS: \s there a good enough quarterback in the program? 
Maybe senior Sean Maguire will make big strides — he has shown flashes 
— yet the most important position on the field feels like the same weakness it 
has been since Jameis Winston left campus. 


OUR CALL: If we're talking about one of the elite defenses in the 
country — and we're pretty sure we are — then 2016 could be a special 
season in Tallahassee. Program-wide, though, the enthusiasm still needs to 
be ramped up. 


The LSU administration held Les Miles by his feet 
and dangled him over the edge late last season, but 
the last laugh belonged to the Mad Hatter. He rode a groundswell of support 
to keep his job, retained almost all of his star juniors and then pulled in the na- 
tion's No. 3 recruiting class. How do you like him now? With a tailwind fueled by 
18 returning starters — one of them named Leonard Fournette — Miles is back 
with a vengeance, taking aim at Alabama and his first SEC title since 2011. 


THE GOOD NEWS: LSU had 22 underclassmen declare for the NFL 
Draft from 2012 to 2015. This year, just one. The passing game maybe, kind 
of, looked a bit better in the spring, but QB Brandon Harris knows he doesn't 
have to be Deshaun Watson since Miles will get as much mileage out of 
Fournette as he can. 

THE BAD NEWS: Can Harris — or backup Danny Etling — hit the deep 
pass and be error-resistant? Defensively, LSU is adjusting to a 3-4 scheme 
under new coordinator Dave Aranda. 

OUR CALL: LSU fans expect championships. Beat Alabama at home on 
Nov. 5, and the Tigers are on their way. 


Ee iL@. Stanford 


t Tough and steady wins the race 
ies The golden age of Stanford football continues, 

- and shame on us for doubting the Cardinal last 
season. David Shaw's guys went on to 12 wins and were in the College 
Football Playoff hunt until a late, close loss to Oregon. Stanford will be push- 
ing for its fourth Pac-12 title in five years and the formula is as unwavering as 
Classic Coke. The Cardinal will intimidate with a monstrous offensive line, be 


tough on D, and send a guy near the top of the Heisman charts — Christian 
McCaffrey. 


THE GOOD NEWS: McCaffrey smashed the NCAA record for single- 
season all-purpose yards last season with an unstoppable package of 
moves, speed, toughness. DL Solomon Thomas and LB Peter Kalambayi can 
be pillars on defense. 


THE BAD NEWS: McCaffrey doesn't play defense (although we love 
the idea!). Keller Chryst and Ryan Burns are still sorting themselves out to re- 
place QB Kevin Hogan. The first half of the schedule is a nightmare: Kansas 
State, USC, at UCLA, at Washington, Washington State, at Notre Dame. 

OUR CALL: Stanford is the most stable and trustworthy of the league 
contenders, but the balanced Pac-12 is least likely of the Power 5 confer- 
ences to send a team to the College Football Playoff. 
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Li... Notre Dame 


Closer than you think 
The Irish were closer than you might remember 
to being playoff-good last season. There was the 
narrowest of defeats at Clemson on the first Saturday of October, and then 
nothing but Ws until a crushing 38-36 loss at Stanford in the regular-season 
finale. The bowl game against Ohio State didn't go well, but the horse was 
out of the barn by then. On the whole, the 2016 schedule is friendlier, 


THE GOOD NEWS: Notre Dame has a pair of proven quarterbacks — 
DeShone Kizer and Malik Zaire — preparing to duke it out in training camp. 
There's no wrong answer here, as each player is capable of delivering the 
finest season for a quarterback in Brian Kelly's time in South Bend. 


THE BAD NEWS: The other skill spots on offense took heavy losses, 
and star defenders Jaylon Smith, KeiVarae Russell and Sheldon Day have 
moved on. It's probably fair to say the starting 22 invites more questions than 
it did a year ago. 

OUR CALL: Let's look closer at that schedule. The opener at Texas 
won't be easy. Hosting Michigan State two weeks later will be a bear. It isn’t 
at all inconceivable, though, that the Irish will be favored in all 12 games. 


iL@. Houston 


Opener vs. OU could be launch pad 
If you're like us, you're still trying to figure out how 
the Cougars — 13-1 in 2015 — managed to lose at 
Connecticut in late November with so very much on the line. It was the only 
real blemish in Tom Herman's debut campaign as coach. Houston could be 
even better in 2016, but the schedule has some serious hurdles. 

THE GOOD NEWS: We have to start with Greg Ward Jr., don't we? 
One of the most dangerous dual-threat quarterbacks returns to contend for 
the Heisman Trophy. And a turnover-mad defense that forced 35 takeaways 
last season could be even saltier and hungrier this time around. 

THE BAD NEWS: It’s just so dang hard for a non-Power Five team to 
crack the ceiling, you know? Right off the bat, the Cougars will have to prove 
themselves against Oklahoma — but it's in Houston. A November home date 
with Louisville will press the edges of this team’s capability. AAC games at 
Navy and Memphis will be rough, too. 

OUR CALL: The opportunity is there for Houston to strike in historic 
fashion, but running the table probably is too tall an order. Meanwhile, holding 
on to an up-and-comer like Herman is a chore unto itself. 


iLS. Ole Miss 


Yes, even with those personnel losses 
Hugh Freeze has improved Ole Miss’ record in 

each of his four seasons after inheriting a two-win 
program from Houston Nutt. The 2015 Rebels climbed the mountain to their 
first 10-win season since 2003, and even after losing prized juniors Laremy 
Tunsil, Laquon Treadwell and Robert Nkemdiche to the NFL Draft, this 
program appears to have a firm toe-hold to avoid major slippage. Freeze still 
has his magic touch on the recruiting trail ... and it's always nice to have the 
best quarterback in the SEC. 

THE GOOD NEWS: QB Chad Kelly dazzled as a passer, and then 
a runner late in the season, and he has a trio of good targets — WRs 
Damore'ea Stringfellow and Quincy Adeboyejo, and TE Evan Engram. 
All-SEC talent remains on defense. 

THE BAD NEWS: The worst thing to have in the SEC is an inexperi- 
enced offensive line to go against all those freakish defenders. The Rebels 
return one (part-time) starting OL and might start a freshman at left tackle. 

OUR CALL: We have to give Ole Miss three losses right off the top 
(Florida State, Alabama, LSU). Throw in another setback somewhere in the 
SEC, and that would be a hard-earned 8-4 regular-season. 
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4G. Louisville 


Veteran defense + exciting QB = ACC run? 
The Cardinals’ 2015 campaign was fascinating. 
They started 0-3, which looked awful at the time, 
even though the losses came by single scores to Auburn, Houston and 
Clemson. But then they rebounded — big-time —to finish 8-5, with all arrows 
pointed upward heading into 2016. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Louisville returns one of college football’s most ex- 
perienced defenses, a speedy group led by a straight-up star in pass rusher 
Devonte Fields. And speaking of speedy, there aren't many players in the 
country who are more dangerous than young QB Lamar Jackson. He could 
stand to throw the ball more efficiently, but we're talking about a guy who will 
be among the most improved players in the ACC. 


THE BAD NEWS: There's still a gap between Louisville and the 
powers-that-be in the Atlantic — Clemson and Florida State. The Cardinals 
will be stressed at the point of attack against top competition. 


OUR CALL: It'll be the biggest game in Part 2 of Bobby Petrino’s act in 
Louisville when FSU comes calling on September 17. And then there's the 
October 1 affair at Clemson, and a late-season game at Houston. Double- 
digit victories are attainable nevertheless. 


1.5. lowa 


Stepping off for another high-wire act? 
No one — not even the good folks of lowa City 
— saw the Hawkeyes’ 12-0 start in 2015 coming. 
Yet that start was followed by a cruelly close loss to Michigan State in the 
Big Ten title game, and then the obliteration by Stanford in the Rose Bowl. 
That disappointing last month begs the legitimacy of 2015, and throws 2016 
expectations into question. 


THE GOOD NEWS: It's not a stretch to peg C.J. Beathard as the No. 
1 quarterback in the Big Ten. He is confident, clutch, and geared to lead the 
sort of painstaking drives that make all the difference. The Hawkeyes return 
more than half their starters, which bodes well on both sides of the ball. 
That's why they remain Big Ten West favorites. 


THE BAD NEWS: All sorts of little things fell right for the Hawkeyes dur- 
ing their 12-0 run. The games against Pittsburgh, Wisconsin and Minnesota, 
to name three, certainly could have ended differently. Kirk Ferentz hasn't 
been knocking it out of the park in recruiting; it's going to take another high- 
wire act just to win the division. 


OUR CALL: Home against Northwestern. Home against Wisconsin. 
Home against Nebraska. If that’s not a giant West advantage, what is? 


LG. Oklahoma State 


Big games need bigger performances 
There was a time — not long ago at all — when 
the Cowboys were considered near-equals to Okla- 
homa and everyone else in the Big 12. That time seems to have vanished. 
The Cowboys embody the finesse nature of the conference, but they've fallen 
behind the times on the lines of scrimmage. At least, that appears to be the 
case in comparisons with Oklahoma and Baylor. 


THE GOOD NEWS: There isn’t a team out there that has more experi- 
ence in the lineup. From quarterback Mason Rudolph to receiver James 
Washington to an underrated offensive line to a defense with returning start- 
ers at every level, this is a group that has been through the wars. 

THE BAD NEWS: Has the Big 12 elite taken it to another level, or has 
OSU's recruiting languished a bit? The answer is probably both. The Pokes 
have to rediscover their inner tough guy. They have a big chance to prove 
themselves, but this group of players has known mainly disappointment in 
big games. 

OUR CALL: The schedule includes road dates at Baylor and Oklahoma, 
s0 let's just forget about the Pokes winning the Big 12. They can grab 10 Ws, 
however, and that would set them up for a return to prominence in 2017. 
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It’s all about ball ... finally 
What USC has needed since the departure of 

Pete Carroll is an adult in the room. Neither of Car- 
roll’s former assistants — Lane Kiffin and Steve Sarkisian — could wear the 
big-boy headsets. Promoting Clay Helton from within might seem like the 
same ‘ol, same ‘ol for the good ‘ol boys of USC, but there's a difference. If 
Helton seems bland by comparison, that's the point. He’s an adult. So, forget 
about the movie stars and rappers hanging around USC. Helton and the 
players have a new hashtag: #allaboutball. 


THE GOOD NEWS; JuJu Smith-Schuster is already USC's next star 
wideout. Sophomore Ronald Jones I! will be USC’s next star running back. 
Adoree’ Jackson is a star of whatever he wants to be. 


THE BAD NEWS: USC faces Alabama and Stanford in two of its first 
three games, and all that opposing running power might be more than 
a new-look defensive line can handle. The race to replace QB Cody Kessler 
is ongoing. 

OUR CALL: We'll trust that the Trojans have moved past all the coach- 
ing turmoil and a six-loss season in which they still managed to win the 
Pac-12 South. Expect a repeat in the division. 


LL®&. Georgia 


Can Smart find that missing something? 
Kirby Smart slow-played his career options. As 

college football's perennial hot coordinator while at 
Alabama, he didn't snap at the first head-coaching nibble. He waited until 
he spotted his Great White Whale ... and there it was in all its glory when 
his alma mater told Mark Richt that averaging 9.7 wins for 15 seasons is 
not enough. Can Smart attain a better fate? He inherits a roster perennially 
one of the nation’s finest, and then he signed his QB of the future — early- 
enrolled Jacob Eason. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Start with the running game. Nick Chubb is among 
the nation’s elite RBs, and Sony Michel is another 1,000-yard-caliber back. 
The secondary, still led by FS Dominick Sanders, allowed a national-low 
156.5 passing yards a game last season, and it isn't like the SEC has 
a bunch of Mannings these days. 


THE BAD NEWS: Chubb is still working his way back from an October 
knee injury. Much of the front seven needs replacing — but there's talent, 
making it a problem that an old D-coordinator like Smart will relish. 


OUR CALL: Smart’s hire provided the desired fireworks — 93,000 at the 
spring game — but it’s all still too new for the 2016 Dawgs to challenge for 
their first SEC title since 2005. 


©. San Diego State 


And if they win ‘em all, then what? 
Boise State is still the brand name in the Mountain 
West, but San Diego State is the league’s most bal- 
anced outfit and perhaps you didn't know that the Aztecs ended last season 
with a 10-game winning streak. They return the conference's Offensive Player 
of the Year (RB Donnell Pumphrey), Defensive Player of the Year (CB Damon- 
tae Kazee), and Special Teams Player of the Year (returner Rashaad Penny). 


THE GOOD NEWS: SDSU doesn't play its normal killer non-conference 
schedule. There's an early home game against Jared Goff-less Cal, but 
otherwise this slate has a potential 12 wins in it. The Aztecs ran through the 
MW with a 9-0 record last season — only one outcome within 14 points — 
so why wouldn't they do it again? 

THE BAD NEWS: SDSU doesn't play its normal killer non-con sched- 
ule. It's going to be difficult for the Aztecs to gather strength-of-schedule 
bonus points in their attempt to make a New Year's Six bowl. 

OUR CALL: You can downplay SDSU and ponder “Would SDSU beat 
Team X from a major conference?” ... and we'd say, “Who the heck knows, 
buddy?” What we can say: These guys will accrue too many wins to not be 
ranked, but their margin of error is slim. 
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Riding momentum of wild bow! rally 
Injuries hit TCU severely in 2015, and the season 

never quite materialized like the Horned Frogs 
hoped. Yet the way it all ended — with a comeback from 31 points down to 
stun Oregon in the Alamo Bowl — was everything for this team. Even without 
suspended star quarterback Trevone Boykin, the Frogs never gave up. That 
core characteristic will serve them well in 2016, with so much change in their 
Starting lineup. 

THE GOOD NEWS: This team could call to mind some of Gary Pat- 
terson's better ones from TCU's pre-Big 12 days. New pieces across the 
offense will need the defense to lead the way. Terrific pass-rusher Josh Car- 
raway and a stellar group of linebackers are well-suited for that challenge. 


THE BAD NEWS: Life after Boykin and wideout Josh Doctson will 
take some getting used to. Until a quarterback takes charge — Texas A&M 
transfer Kenny Hill? — this is a team in transition. 

OUR CALL: No one is picking the Frogs to reach the playoff this year. 
An early home game against Arkansas will be a stern physical test. If TCU 
emerges from that scrape with a victory, we'll know Patterson is up to some 
good stuff. 


i... Washington 


Commencing countdown, engines on 
Chris Petersen has been rewving the engines for 
two seasons at Washington (7-6, 4-5 twice), and 
now he's ready to leave skid marks on the runway. He has a young, dream 
backfield of quarterback Jake Browning and running back Myles Gaskin, 
and he returns the bulk of the statistically-best defense in the Pac-12. 


THE GOOD NEWS: In addition to the promise of Browning (2,955 
passing yards) and Gaskin (1,302 rushing yards), the Huskies get back 
WR John Ross from injury to infuse the receiving corps and return game with 
loads of speed. S Budda Baker and CB Sidney Jones are the backbone 
of an outstanding secondary. 

THE BAD NEWS: U-Dub has lost 12 in a row to Oregon — and only 
last year’s game was closer than 17 points. The Huskies have to go to Eu- 
gene this season in an effort to solve that North Division puzzle. The O-line 
needs to improve for the offense to reach a higher level. 


OUR CALL: No one has ever doubted Coach Pete's coaching chops, 
and he has a chance to put together the Huskies’ best team and season 
since they won 11 games and went to the Rose Bowl under Rick Neuheisel 
in 2000. 


an State 


Schedule offers high upside again 
Can one hellacious defeat — 38-0 against 
Alabama in the playoff — change the nature of a pro- 
gram? Not if it's a good one, and Michigan State has had one of the strongest 
cultures in college football under Mark Dantonio. The Spartans will be fine, 
though their personnel does not have the pizzazz of the past couple of years. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Michigan and Ohio State must visit East Lansing, 
which gives Sparty a shot in the Big Ten East. MSU also gets divisional 
crossover foes Wisconsin and Northwestern at home. In a season when the 
Spartans need a friendly schedule, they have one. 

THE BAD NEWS: Connor Cook exited the program as its all-time 
leader in touchdown passes, passing yards, total offense and — most impor- 
tant — victories. There isn't a great deal of excitement surrounding potential 
successors Tyler O’Connor and Damion Terry. 

OUR CALL: This might not turn out to be one of MSU's premium 
defenses, but Malik McDowell, Riley Bullough and crew are confident and on 
the rise. Although Dantonio has his players aiming much higher, third place in 
the East feels like the right spot for this squad. 


2. Michi 
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Ready for a revolution, well, ya know 
UCLA has marketed Jim Mora’s tenure as the 

“Bruin Revolution.” OK. Catchy. But if there is no 
evolution in the revolution, fans and media might get a little snarky with the 
catch phrase, as season five begins under Mora. He has won 37 games in 
that span (good) but hasn't won the Pac-12 South since his first season and 
was a relatively soft 8-5 last year, punked by a sub-.500 Nebraska team in a 
bowl game. Thing is, UCLA actually might have a real on-field leader for its 
revolution: Sophomore QB Josh Rosen. 


THE GOOD NEWS: UCLA spent the spring putting the pro-style Rosen 
more under center and creating a downhill running game that will create killer 
play-action chances for his deep ball, which might be the best in the country. 
Converting CB Ishmael Adams to WR is a fascinating and likely successful 
transaction. 


THE BAD NEWS: The receiving corps has been gutted (hence the 
move of Adams), and the offensive line has to replace three starters. Guru 
Noel Mazzone left for a three-year deal at Texas A&M. Kennedy Polamalu 
was promoted to offensive coordinator, which is not a bad thing, but creates 
more transition. 


OUR CALL: UCLA has the raw materials to be a perennial Top 25 team 
and needs to act like it. Beat USC and these gutty littles can take the South. 


Back in ‘prove-it’ mode 

It's weird to pick Oregon this low. Doesn't seem 
right. You know what else doesn't seem right? 
Coughing up a 31-0 halftime lead to TCU and losing the Alamo Bowl in 
triple overtime. With that as our last image of the Ducks — coupled with a 
ghastly average of 37.5 points allowed last season — it's no longer automatic 
to pencil in Oregon in the preseason Top 10 and call them championship 
contenders. 


THE GOOD NEWS If you don't know QB Dakota Prukop, you will. 
And if the Montana State transfer does for the Ducks what fellow FCS grad 
transfer Vernon Adams Jr. did last season (when healthy), then we have 
calculated Oregon too low in these rankings. Skill still abounds: RB Royce 
Freeman, WR Darren Carrington and WR Charles Nelson. 


THE BAD NEWS: The disaster on defense prompted coach Mark Hel- 
frich to demote coordinator Don Pellum and bring in former Michigan coach 
Brady Hoke to run the unit. How has Oregon not developed a high school 
QB since Marcus Mariota? 


OUR CALL: Oregon has the skill to thrive and win the North, but the 
safer course of action here is to put the Ducks’ D in prove-it mode. 


2. North Carolina 


Seeing is believing 
UNC won 11 games in 2015, Larry Fedora’s fourth 
season as coach. Does that mean the program has 
fully arrived? Maybe. There's still a good bit of we'll-believe-it-when-we-see- 
it going on here. We'll believe a lot more if the Tar Heels are able to upset 
Georgia in the opener in Atlanta. 

THE GOOD NEWS: You have to feel good about UNC's progress 
defensively under second-year coordinator Gene Chizik. He'll bring more 
of an increasingly aggressive approach in Year 2, leaning on the abilities of 
cornerbacks Des Lawrence and M.J. Stewart to handle their business in man 
coverage. It's time for running back Elijah Hood to become one of the bigger 
names in the country at his position. 

THE BAD NEWS: Marquise Williams wasn't the most consistent quar- 
terback on the planet, but he was hugely productive. Will new starter Mitch 
Trubisky be nearly as good? 

OUR CALL: It's hard to put a finger on any one reason UNC can't out- 
perform this modest ranking. It's a talented team with lots of experience. The 
Tar Heels have burned believers before, though. Again: We'll have to see it. 


OREGON 
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RATING THE TEAMS 1-128 


1. Alabama...... : 


2. Clemson 
3. Oklahoma 
4. Ohio State 
5. Baylor 


No. Team 

26. Washington State 
27. Miami 

28. Northwestern 
29. Boise State 


$3. Nebraska 

34. Wisconsin 
35. Pitt 

36. Texas A&M 


39. West Virginia 
40. Texas 

41, BYU 

42. Georgia Tech 
43. Virginia Tech 
44. Teas Tech 

45. Arizona State 
46. Penn State 

47. Arizona 

48, Western Michigan 
49. Temple 

50. Northern Illinois 
51. Cincinnati 

52. Western Kentucky 
53. Kansas State 
54. Virginia 

55. Duke 

56. South Carolina 
57. Minnesota 

58. Missouri 

59. Mississippi State 
60. Southern Miss 
61. NC State 

62. Kentucky 

63. Navy 

64. Cal 

65. Vanderbilt 

66. Arkansas State 
67. Illinois 

68. Indiana 

69. Ohio 

70. Maryland 

71. Colorado 

72. Appalachian State 
73. San Jose State 
74, Central Michigan 
75. Middle Tennessee 
76. Oregon State 
77. Georgia Southern 


1 6. Tennessee 
1 7. Michigan 

1 8. Florida State 
1 
2 


12. Houston. 
13. Ole Miss 
14. Louisville 


Big Ten 2 
ACC 2 


Conf. Conf. Rank 

Pat-12 6 — With OB Luke Falk, another 9-win season is the floor on expectations. 
ACC 5 — Mark Richt worries about depth in Year 1, but this was a great hire. 

BigTen 5 — PatFitzgerald got Wildcats back on track with 10-3 mark last season. 
MW 2 Talented skill trio: QB Rypien, RB McNichols, WR Sperbeck. 

SEC 6 — Opposing coach: ‘Auburn has more talent than people think.’ 
SEC 7 — Sstraight seasons with a top 15 defense. But is there a OB answer? 

Pac-12 7 Could contend in South, but questions linger at OB, WR. 

BigTen 6 — if anybody is due for better game-ending luck this year, it's Nebraska. 

BigTen 7 — Has talent to push lowa in West, but Big Ten schedule is a bear. 

ACC 6 — Pat Narduzzi well on his way to achieving rock-solid program. 
SEC 8 Transfer OB Trevor Knight takes over for program treading SEC water. 
SEC 9 Hogs should return to stifling D, but now the O takes a step back. 
AAC 2 — RBMarlon Mack, QB Quinton Flowers help USF threaten Houston. 
Big 12 5 — Middle ground: Went 0-4 vs. Big 12's best; 4-1 vs. the rest. 
Big 12 6 — Charlie Strong stil spinning to find more offense in key third season. 
Ind 2 Kalani Sitake takes over alma mater, brings back 08 Ty Detmer as OC. 
ACC 7 — Whatwas the outlier: 11-3 in 2014 or 3-9 last season? Find the middle. 
ACC 8 Hokies won the Justin Fuente sweepstakes; will be fascinating reboot. 
Big 12 7 Buckle in: OB Patrick Mahomes is back; Tech scored 45.1 ppg in ‘15. 

Pat-12 8 — Tookstep back to 6-7 last season and needs to identify a QB in fall. 

BigTen 8 — 17 wins the new norm in Happy Valley? Looks about the same in ‘16. 

Pac-12 9 — RichRod revamped entire defensive coaching staff in offseason. 

MAC 1 OB Zach Terrell has Broncos poised to win first MAC tite since 1988. 
AAC 3. LB Tyler Matakevich gone, but QB P.J. Walker back for fourth year. 
MAC 2 Won't give up MAC West crown easily: has won six in @ row. 

AAC 4 QB pay looks good, but AAC East Division has gotten tougher. 
C-USA 1 QB Brandon Doughty gone, but Toppers in good shape elsewhere. 
Big12 8 — With seven more wins (reasonable, right?) Bill Snyder hits 200. 

ACC 9 Needing a shakeup, Cavs stole BYU's Bronco Mendenhall. 

ACC 10 27 wins past 3 years, won first bowl since ‘61 Cotton last season. 

SEC 10 Will Muschamp inherits modest roster in second shot in SEC. 

Big Ten 9 — QB Mitch Leidner offers some hope to move up from 2-6 league mark. 
SEC 11 Tigers ate going to have to pick up the scoring to improve on 5-7. 
SEC 12 Loss of OB Dak Prescott robs the offense of much of its size. 

C-USA 2 After 9-win season, coach Todd Monken left to be OC of NFL's Bucs. 
ACC 11. Biggest question is how to replace QB Jacoby Brissett. 

SEC 13 Needs to finish better to reach first bowl since 2010 season. 

AAC 5 — We'll miss Keenan Reynolds, but Mids will get to 8th bow! in 9 years. 

Pac-12 10 You know Jared Goff is gone. Well, so are Cal's top six receivers. 

SEC 14 Where's the offense? Vandy scored more than 21 just twice in 2015. 

Sun Belt 1 — Red Wolves cruised through the league with an 8-0 record last year. 

Big Ten 10 Lovie Smith? Lovie Smith! Bold move to move back toward relevance. 

Big Ten 11 OL Dan Feeney, WR Simmie Cobbs are back; QB Nate Sudteld isn't. 
MAC 3 — Playmakers on offense should lead Bobcats to MAC East crown. 

Big Ten 12 First-time head coach .J. Durkin added 3 ex-head coaches to staff. 

Pac-12 11 Slow progress: Coach Mike Mcintyre just 2-25 in Pac-12 games. 

Sun Belt 2 Mountaineers have the goods for another season of double-digit wins. 
MW 3 — Went6-7 lastseason and has solid base of 17 returning starters. 
MAC 4 — OB Cooper Rush back to lead experienced team that nearly won West. 

C-USA 3 — QB Brent Stockstill leads one of Conference USA's most prolific attacks. 

Pac-12 12 Utah State transfer Darell Garretson could be answer at 0B. 

Sun Belt 3 Lost coach Willie Fritz, but ground-pound attack will stil thrive, 
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11. Notre Dame 


15. lowa.........Bi 


81. Boston College 
82. Akron 

83. Toledo 

84. Wyoming 

85. Memphis 

86. lowa State 
87. Colorado State 
88. UConn 

89. Tulsa 

90. Marshall 

$1. Rutgers 

92. Wake Forest 
93. Bowling Green 
94. Louisiana Tech 
95. UNLV 

96. Utah State 
97. Purdue 

98. FIU 

99. Georgia State 
100. Florida Atlantic 
101. Troy 

102. Rice 

103. East Carolina 
104. New Mexico 
105. UTEP 

106. Louisiana 
107. Butfalo 

108. Fresno State 
109. Ball State 
110. Kansas 

111. Old Dominion 
112. Tulane 

113. Idaho 

114. South Alabama 


Pac-12 
Big Ten 
Pac-12 
Pac-12 

ACC 


16. Oklahoma State 21, Washington .... 
22. Michigan State 
23. UCLA . 

24. Oregon 


25. North Carolina 


Big 12 


18. Georgia. . SEC 
19. San Diego State ... MW 
20, TCU .. -Big 12 


Conf. Conf. Rank 
ACC 12 New coach Dino Babers knows offense, so the Orange won't be boring. 
MW 4 — With experienced offense, should improve on 7-win season. 

MW 5 — OBspotiffy, but the defense could have 11 senior starters. 
ACC 13 The hope: Kentucky grad transfer QB Patrick Towles sparks dormant 0. 

MAC 5 — Terry Bowden needs transfers to help hold the line after 8-5 season. 
MAC 6 Jason Candle steps up from OC to lead successful program. 

MW 6 RB Brian Hill set school season record with 1,631 rushing yards, 
AAC 6 Tigers lose Justin Fuente but land hot, young coach Mike Norvell, 

Big 12 9 — Wonthe Matt Campbell sweepstakes, grabbing rising coaching star. 
MW 7 — QBNick Stevens passed for 2,679 yards last season as a sophomore. 
AAC 7 Huskies coming off first bow! appearance in five years. 

AAC 8 Passing game will absolutely fly. Uh, about that defense ... 

C-USA 4 Won 10 last season; question is how quickly will defense rebuild. 

Big Ten 13 Defense needs lots of work; new coach Chris Ash can help there. 
AGC 14 Posted back-to-back 3-9 marks in coach Dave Clawson’s first 2 years. 
MAC 7 — Dino Babers is coaching Syracuse, and offense has been gutted. 

C-USA 5 Looking to go bowling for a school-record third consecutive season. 
MW 8 — Atleast Rebels have an ace duo at WR (Devonte Boyd, Kendal Keys). 
MW 9 — Hard to compete in Mountain Division after losing standout LB corps. 

Big Ten 14 Darrell Hazell has two Big Ten wins in three seasons on the job. 

C-USA 6 — Program inching forward in coach Ron Turner's fourth season. 

Sun Belt 4 — Need QB to emerge to make a good run at back-to-back bowls. 

C-USA ° 7 First bow! game since 2008 is within realm of possibility. 

Sun Belt 5 — Three ofits five league losses last season came by just 12 points. 

C-USA 8 — Must make big move on defense for hope of a 500 season. 

AAC 9 — Ousted Ruffin McNeil and brought in Duke OC Scottie Montgomery. 
MW 10 Made bow! last season for first time since 2007 with strong run game, 

C-USA 9 — RB Aaron Jones is back from injury; could be one of C-USA's best. 

Sun Belt 6 — Bouncing back after 4-year streak of nine-win seasons ended in 15. 

MAC 8 — Stalwart QB Joe Licata (40 straight starts, Bulls’ leading passer) gone. 
MW 11. DeRuyter-coached team shouldn't be down here — but it was 3-9. 
MAC 9 — Alum Mike Neu tries to put charge into program in his debut season. 

Big 12 10 Jayhawks, 0-12, were outscored by 370 points last season. 

C-USA 10 RB Ray Lawry is a good one, but defense needs much repair work. 
AAC 10 Hiring of Willie Fritz good move after back-to-back 3-9 seasons. 

Sun Belt 7 — QB Matt Linehan leads quest for Vandals first bow! since 2009. 
Sun Belt 8 — Sophomore 08 Dallas Davis tries to drive Jags toward 500. 


115. New Mexico State Sun Belt 9 Junior RB Larry Rose Ill (2,753 career yards) a bright spot for Aggies. 


116. Kent State 

117. Miami (Ohio) 
118. SMU 

119. Texas State 
120. Army West Point 


124. North Texas 


125. Louisiana-Monroe Sun Belt 


126. UCF 
127. Eastern Michigan 
128. UMass 


MAC 
MAC 


10 Say this: Offense won't be last in nation again (13.1 ppg). 
11 Went3-9 last season — which sounds about right for 2016. 
AAC 11 SMU went just 2-10 in Chad Morris’ first season as coach. Baby steps, 
Sun Belt 10 Everett Withers takes coaching reins from Dennis Franchione, 
Ind 3 — Twowins last year, but several of the defeats were close. 
C-USA 11 Former LSU recruiting coordinator Frank Wilson takes over as coach. 
C-USA 12  Winless in league last year, but trending upward in experience. 
MW 12 New coach Nick Rolovich must tap into ample talent on the islands, 
C-USA 13 Nice hire in Seth Littrell — young and knows how to run an 0. 
11 Tough early sked for new coach Matt Viator, taking over 2-11 team. 
12 Scott Frost will put zip into program that was winless last season. 
{2 Second-year coach Chris Creighton looking for first MAC victory. 
Left the MAC, lost playmakers, has tough independent schedule. 


AAC 
MAC 
Ind 4 
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“Guys didn’t grow up 
dreaming to go to 
Dodge City Community 
College or Arizona 
Western or Butler. 
We're a means 

to. an end.” 

— DODGE CITY 


COACH GARY 
THOMAS 
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Jucos come from everywhere, hope to go anywhere 


BY DENNIS DODD 
Photos by AP Photo/Dave Martin; AP Photo/Paul Sakuma; AP Photo/Athlon Sports 


n the Southwestern Kansas town of can eat wind or wear dust, you've got your college athlete. 
I Garden City — population, 30,000 — hands full. And that’s the way the Garden “There is no juco,” Garden City coach Jeff 
there is, literally, nowhere to go. Walk City Community College Broncbusters like it. Sims likes to say, “for juco.” 
a mile in any direction and you might as This is your Last Chance Saloon, a frayed Go ahead and judge. Junior college 
well be on the moon. safety net. Screw up here and there’s football is used to it. You know the rep: Juco 
It’s you, your thoughts and the horizon. nothing to catch you. This two-year junior is for renegades, the dregs, the castoffs, the 
From here, you can roll a marble all the college powerhouse might as well be a flunk outs. At least that’s the perception. 
way to the Colorado border, but unless you metaphor for what it means to be a junior “It's like a different vibe,” said Alex 
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Figueroa, a Garden City linebacker by 
way of Miami. “At first I smelled cow 
(expletive). They said, ‘It's the smell of 
money. You'll get used to it.” 

The kid who may be the starting 
quarterback has done six months in jail. 
Figueroa landed here after being accused of 
sexual battery. There are other stories good 
and bad — always different. 

Every Garden City recruit, every player, 
every coach can’t help but pass a giant 
U.S. map right outside Sims’ office labeled 
“Opportunity USA.” From Washington State 
to Florida Atlantic, all 128 Football Bowl 
Subdivision schools are marked with a tiny 
logo and one-line reminder. 

“From Here You Can Go Anywhere” 

“There's three types of junior college 
athletes,” Sims said. 

“There's overachievers. Those are guys 
who they think should have been recruited 
by someone bigger, so they're coming here to 
prove themselves. 

“There are tremendous athletes who 
academically aren't prepared. 

“The third type is the guy who has 
to reform himself because he’s done 
something stupid.” 

He'll take all three types, as long as you 
give him a reason to believe in you. 

There are 68 football-playing schools 
in the National Junior College Athletic 
Association. There are another 69 in the 
separate California Community College 
Athletic Association. There are hotbeds in 
Utah, Arizona and Mississippi. 

Keyshawn Johnson, Aaron Rodgers and 
0.J. Simpson — all first-round NFL draft 
picks — were jucos. So was Heisman winner 
and Hall of Famer Roger Staubach. Clemson 
defensive coordinator Brent Venables is a 
proud Broncbuster. He was a JC All-American 
who made 276 tackles in two seasons. 

Garden City is a proud member of the 
Jayhawk Conference, a 93-year old Kansas- 
based league that claims a Heisman winner 
(Mike Rozier), a heavyweight champion 
(Buster Douglas) and a world-record 
Olympian (Tyson Gay). 

Think of it as a junior SEC connected 
in one state by wide expanses of flat 
interstate. Mostly it is a football incubator, 
a foundational stronghold for the higher 
elevations. All of junior college football 
basically is a rehab clinic for the not-quite- 
good-enoughs who fall short academically, 
physically or socially. 

They end up here because they haven't 
achieved the NCAA initial eligibility 
minimums. They end up here if they're an 
inch short or 15 pounds light. They end up 
here when — for them — there is no place 
else to go. 


“T believe,” Sims declared, “that junior 
college football is the most effective place 
right now in changing people's lives.” 

Go ahead and judge this particular circus 
and its ringmaster. They're used to it. Sims 
is a 43-year-old dervish who calls himself 
“as good a fundamental coach as there is in 
the country.” His office resembles a 12-year- 
old’s bedroom adorned with inspirational 
messages from Nick Saban and his mentor, 
Indiana coach Kevin Wilson. 

Thirty-four of Sims’ former players have 
played in the NFL. He was the losing coach 
in 2009 when some Blinn (Texas) College 
quarterback named Cam Newton beat his Fort 
Scott (Kan.) Community College Greyhounds 
to win the national junior college title. 

Cam got the glory. Sims got back on 
the phone trying to recruit the next Cam. 
Future All-Pros Lavonte David (Tampa Bay/ 
Nebraska) and Jason Pierre-Paul (New York 
Giants/South Florida) played on the same 
defense for Sims at Fort Scott. 

Last year, he coached the national JC 
Defensive Player of the Year in his first 
season at Garden City. Linebacker Jeremy 
Faulk is now at Baylor. 

If junior college football is about second 
chances, Sims is the living embodiment. This 
is his 12th job since 1995. He was associate 


head coach at Florida Atlantic when Carl 
Pelini resigned amid allegations of drug use. 
(Pelini adamantly denied the allegations and 
sued the school.) 

Sims’ 21-year career has included high 
school, NAIA, juco, Division II and FBS. 
Sims worked under Wilson at Indiana, 
who pounded these words into his head, 
“Working hard is a talent.” There is no other 
choice at a place where the too-small weight 
room has to be used in shifts. 

Sims will never forget where he came 
from: North St. Louis County — decidedly 
middle class. The region is touched by both 
the Mississippi River and the Michael Brown 
shooting in Ferguson. 

“My value was, ‘Can I beat you up? Can 
you beat me up?” Sims said. 

Mom was a hairdresser. Dad did time in 
prison. 

“Where I grew up in St. Louis, I've seen 
police officers come in my house, roll 
a joint, and smoke it with my dad,” Sims 
said matter-of-factly. “He did five years for 
conspiracy to commit murder.” 

You understand, then, how Sims believes 
he can save anyone. If nothing else, because 
just about everyone deserves a shot at 
salvation. Figueroa, a big-time linebacker 
prospect, says the sex he had with a 17-year 


Garden City Coach Jeff Sims 
Photo Courtesy of Garden City Community College 
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old in a Miami dorm room was consensual. 
He ceremoniously burned his Miami uniform 
— and posted a video on the Internet — 
when he left for Garden City. 

Quarterback Jayru Campbell had plenty 
of time in jail to think about why he body- 
slammed a security guard and assaulted 
his girlfriend. 

Both acts were caught on tape at his 
high school, so there’s no doubt about 
what happened. 

“I didn’t worry about the future,” 
Campbell said recalling his first day in 
prison, “because the present was terrible.” 

Faulk landed in Garden City because of 
a GPA that — sources here freely say — 
hovered around 1.0 at Florida Atlantic. 
Current star linebacker Gabe Luyanda’s only 
sin was not having the grades to qualify for 
an FBS scholarship. He arrived here only 
after a 14-stop bus ride from Tampa, Florida. 

“Our president stood up in the booster 
club meeting and said, ‘Coach Sims, you go 
and recruit whoever you have to if you feel 
you can save their life’” the coach said. 

Praise the Lord and pass the Gatorade. 

“Outside of a major criminal activity, 
that’s why we're here,” said that booster club 
president, Herbert Swender. “I think that’s 
what changes lives. Some of these people, 
their switch hasn't been turned on yet.” 

What makes any of it worse than the 
average day in the big time? Miami officials 
let Nevin Shapiro run wild inside their 
program for years. North Carolina is awaiting 
an NCAA verdict on what has been called 
the largest case of academic fraud in history. 
Bobby Petrino lost his job and almost 
wrecked his marriage at Arkansas. 

Go ahead and judge all of them. Then ask 
how UAB rebuilds. That program has signed 
32 JC transfers since December, under an 


allowance by the NCAA to quickly repopulate 
a dormant program that is returning in 
2017. 

Ask about Jemarcus Hardrick who came 
from his native Mississippi to Sims at Fort 
Scott to starting left tackle at Nebraska. 
He's currently in the CFL. 

Lavonte David had one shirt — one! — 
until Fort Scott coaches went into their 
pockets and out to Wal-Mart one day to 
upgrade his wardrobe. David Garrett remains 
the toughest player Sims says he has ever 
seen. The dogged 5-8, 175-pound defensive 
back from Ohio became a three-year starter 
at Kansas State. 

A year later he was shot and killed outside 
a Cleveland bar. Every day, Sims fondly 
thinks about the kid they called “Rat.” 

“On average, I'll get 50 requests to play 
football here,” Sims said proudly. “Random 
dudes, all over the country.” 

That would be 50 requests per day. 

Junior college may have never been 
healthier. NJCAA Offensive Player of 
the Year Justin Crawford (from national 
champ Northwest Mississippi) is headed 
to West Virginia. There is a junior college 
in downtown Manhattan — yes, New York 
— churning out players (Asa College). 
247Sports’ No. 1 juco recruit for this season 
is a Canadian out of Arizona Western. 
Jonathan Kongbo is a valued defensive end 
headed to Tennessee. 

In the Jayhawk Conference, Hutchinson 
(Kan.) Community College is a regular power. 
Dodge City (Kan.) Community College had 10 
players sign FBS scholarships in December. 

Players from 71 FBS programs have signed 
out of current league power Butler County 
Community College in El Dorado, Kan. The 
Grizzlies’ football offices are nice enough 
to pass for lower-end FBS. They've been the 


Jonathan Kongbo was rated as the No. 1 JUCO recruit by 247Sports. 
Photo by 247sports.com 


class of the league, winning five of the last 
six conference titles. There is a trophy case 
displaying five national championships from 
1998 to 2008. 

Consider, though, that not many FBS 
schools practice across the street from 
a cemetery, next to a feedlot, and in the 
shadow of a (sometimes smelly) oil refinery. 

“Guys didn’t grow up dreaming to go to 
Dodge City Community College or Arizona 
Western or Butler,” said Dodge City coach 
Gary Thomas. “We're a means to an end.” 

Have we forgotten? Former Auburn and 
NFL star Rudi Johnson once rushed for 
seven touchdowns in a game for Butler. Nick 
Marshall led Auburn to the last BCS title 
game after getting booted out of Georgia 
and landing in Garden City. 

Some of them have no other choice but 
to be saved. 

“There's three ways to get here — by 
plane, by car, by bus. Usually the best 
players come by bus with only one bag. 
Why? Because they're hungry,” Sims said. 
“The guy who shows up here with two 
parents and they put his stuff in his room 
is going to get ate alive.” 

Sims loves hungry. In 2007, Robert 
McField was kicked out of Minnesota after 
being convicted of armed robbery. He did 
five years in a St. Louis prison. Near the 
end of his sentence, his mother sent out 30 
emails to coaches. 

One responded — Sims. 

“Tm in an orange jump suit with 
handcuffs on,” McField recalled. “I’m looking 
him in the face, ‘You don’t understand. 

I don’t have anywhere else to go!” 

McField starred at Fort Scott, got a 
Division II scholarship to Pittsburg (Kan.) 
State. With the NFL in his future, the last 
play of McField’s life turned out to be the 
catch of a two-point conversion pass to send 
a playoff game into overtime. A week later 
McField found out he had been playing with 
non-Hodgkin's lymphoma. 

“Had a tumor that almost cut off my 
windpipe,” he said. 

Today, he is in remission, pursuing 
a master’s doing motivational speaking. 

“Coach Sims,” McField said, “saved my life.” 

You can judge that, too. Sims is proud of 
the fact 27 of his players have graduated 
from high school ... while attending junior 
college. (Yes, it’s possible.) That list includes 
Pierre-Paul who — Sims says — earned 
51 credits in a 13-month span. Apparently, 
that’s possible too. 

Figueroa might be the best player Sims 
has had since Lavonte David, who last year 
signed a five-year, $50-million contract with 
the Buccaneers. Figueroa worked in the 
offseason at the local Buffalo Wild Wings 
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Jordan Agasiva is the top JUCO player. 
Photo by 247sports.com 


in his spare time. He needs the money to 
pay the final $300 owed for his pre-trial 
diversion requirements. Those included 100 
hours of community service and completing 
a Mentally Disordered Sex Offender program. 

The case is complicated and all-but 
resolved. A spokesman for the Florida state 
attorney general's office told CBS Sports: 
“Once you complete a pre-trial diversion, 
you're not a convicted anything.” 

Campbell's body-slamming that security 
guard is readily accessible on YouTube. So is 
video of him attacking a girlfriend. 

The NCAA requires only a junior college 
associate's degree and a 2.5 GPA to transfer 
out of this limbo. Campbell, then, is 
motivated. He had it all, winning two state 
titles at Cass Tech. Michigan State offered 
him after his sophomore season. To call 
Campbell a high school hero in Detroit 
wouldn't be out of line. 

“I grew up in the rough neck of the 
woods,” he said, “One time a lady pulled me 
over and she just came from the liquor store 
with whatever drink she had in her bag. 
She pulled it out and handed me the brown 
paper bag and said, ‘Can you sign this for 
me?" It made me feel a little special.” 

As a freshman at Miami, Figueroa started 
two games and was projected as a starter in 
2015. In his new life, Figueroa has played all 
of one game at Garden City (foot injury in 
2015). He's rehabilitating madly hoping to 
make good on Sims’ projection that he could 
be in the NFL next year. 

Be advised, there are standards. 
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“Just had one that wanted to come 
here who was a ‘digital rapist/” Dodge City 
president Harold Nolte said of a prospect he 
turned away. “I've never heard that term.” 

Butler College coach Tim Schaffner says 
anything to do with a weapon or sex — 
“pistol or penis” he calls it — raises a red 
flag in recruiting. 

“We don’t do the mercenary thing 
here,” Schaffner said. “It's more about the 
culture. We'll take a three-star and make 
him a five-star.” 

Dodge City linebacker Gary Johnson was 
undersized out of Douglas, Ala. He was 
overjoyed in February after getting an offer 
from Alabama. 

“T handle my business out here with 
nobody watching,” Johnson said. 


Independence (Kan.) 


OLB | Dodge City (Kan.) 
CB | East Mississippi (Scooba, Miss.) 


Pima (Tucson, Ariz.) 


Sometimes, they are. 

Salvation is coming to town. The 
second chances wear polo shirts as college 
assistants from across the country scout the 
Jayhawk — and all junior colleges — during 
spring practice. 

That is when a lot of offers come. It’s 
their way out. Sure, it’s a meat market. 
How is that any different from all those 
polished 7-on-7 camps, those Elite 11s, 
those over-the-top high school all-star 
games? Not much. 

“You're showing them,” Sims drilled 
into his Broncbusters at a crack-of-dawn 
breakfast in the offseason, “why they should 
scholarship you.” 

Go ahead and judge them. This is 
Opportunity, USA. 
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uther Campbell keeps a relic to 

swag parked in the garage of his 

South Florida home. A 1986 BMW 
convertible sits mostly unused, a 30-year 
old symbol of what used to be at Miami. 

“Jerome Brown told me to buy it. I don’t 
know why I bought it,” said Campbell, the 
55-year old “Uncle Luke” of bygone times 
with the Hurricanes. “It’s got 26,000 (miles) 
on it. That was my guy. Jerome was the 
innovator. Whatever you told him to do, he 
did.” 

Campbell can’t tell you why he doesn't 
drive the luxury Beemer, only that it 
wouldn't seem right to do so. Images 
of Brown — a consensus All-American 
defensive tackle in ‘86 — still swirl in his 
head. Brown was the ringleader of an iconic 
team during an iconic time. 

The 1986 Hurricanes were ranked No. 1 for 
11 weeks. They were chugging toward their 
second national championship in four years. 
Thirty-four of the 91 players on the roster 
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‘Canes brought swagger to 
the Desert in ’86 — and that’s 
what we remember 


BY DENNIS DODD | Photo by AP Photo/Bill Cooke, File 


for that season's Fiesta Bowl were drafted. 
Thirty years later, the conclusion to 
that season is almost secondary. Penn 
State intercepted Heisman Trophy winner 
Vinny Testaverde five times en route to a 
momentous 14-10 upset in the Fiesta Bowl. 
But the game, the time, might as well be 
remembered for what it wasn’t: Same old, 
same old. 
Jerome Brown stepped off the team plane 


in Phoenix that year wearing battle fatigues. 


Coach Jimmy Johnson's message was not 
lost before he left the team a couple of days 
early for TV obligations. 

“We're going to treat this like a war,” 
Tommy Tuberville recalls his boss saying. 
“Fighting for the national championship. 
We're going to battle.” 


Brown and his Hurricane teammates took 
it to heart. They walked out of a team dinner 
with the Nittany Lions declaring, “Did the 
Japanese sit down and eat dinner with Pearl 
Harbor before they bombed it?” 

Those Hurricanes indeed adopted a warrior 
stance. They yapped, preened, intimidated. 
They were very un-PC. So what if they lost 
that night in Tempe? Looking back, it was 
a hiccup in a dynasty. 

The game was changing both on and off 
the field. If Miami in 1983 announced itself 
loudly as a new-wave national champion, in 
1986 we were witnessing the Birth of Swag. 


It can be argued that for the first time, 
a college football team began to define the 
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game with attitude as much as its talent. 
Campbell — an unabashed Hurricane 
supporter/rap impresario — roamed the 
sidelines telling coaches to “blitz, blitz, 
blitz.” Michael Irvin was high-stepping 
into the end zone. Helmets were stripped 
off in celebration. 

The year before, there were complaints 
that Miami was running it up in a 58-7 
dismantling of Notre Dame in Gerry Faust’s 
last game. The Canes were passing in the 
fourth quarter. They ran a reverse with less 
than two minutes to go. There was a blocked 
punt with only 10 Hurricanes on the field. 
They did it because they could. 

“Tt was the integration between black 
college (culture) and white college,” 
Campbell said. “Black colleges, they got 
swag — to the band, to the cheerleaders to 
the players. Bring that into the traditional 
colleges, it’s like a culture shock.” 

Years later, the Hurricanes would sit 
around and snicker at rule-changes videos 
that the NCAA sent to teams around the 
country. It seemed as though every example 
of rules being broken — examples for 
referees to bear in mind — included Miami. 

“It was almost a f—- it attitude,” 
Campbell noted. “Then it became a f—- it 
attitude from a team standpoint: ‘We ain't 
Notre Dame. We ain’t Alabama’ “ 

They were setting a new-age standard. 
“That team basically started swag,” said 
Tuberville, Cincinnati's head coach, who was 

a Miami defensive assistant in 1986. 

The recollections aren't meant so much to 
mark an anniversary, but to observe 
a jumping-off point. The swag that Miami 
refined that year is totally different 
today. It’s not just an attitude. It’s, well, 
everything. From the fashion runway to the 
internet superhighway. 

“You know it,” former Stanford player and 
ESPN analyst Rod Gilmore concluded, “when 
you see it.” 

And it usually at least tries to align itself 
with success — confident bordering on 
arrogance: USC under Pete Carroll. Florida 
under Steve Spurrier. Alabama under Nick 
Saban. You know it when you see it. 

Miami kept it through Jimmy Johnson 
and Dennis Erickson and even Butch Davis. 
Now? It’s long gone. 

Whatever, swag goes way beyond 
the end zone in 2016. Back then, the 
Hurricanes used to dance and opposing 
fans were appalled. And maybe envious. 
Oklahoma State coach Mike Gundy played 
in that era. Now he has regular meetings 
with a social media team trying every 
day to elevate the Cowboys above the 
surrounding noise. 

“It's the presence of who you are,” Gundy 


said, “who we are, the organization, the 
athletic department, the brand, which is now 
the hashtag, which is what you stand for. It’s 
so different than it was two years ago. 

“If you fall behind, it’s going to go right 
by you.” 

Merriam-Webster traces references of 
“swag” back to 1640. Jim Harbaugh might 
trace it back to his last tweet: Good to see 
Director Smith being relevant again after the 
tattoo fiasco. Welcome back! 

Yeah, that one in late March rocked 
the offseason as Michigan's coach made it 
a habit of tweaking the college football 
establishment. If it wasn’t lashing out at 
Ohio State AD Gene Smith for some innocent 
comments, it was finding a loophole in the 
NCAA rules to conduct spring practice at the 
IMG Academy in Bradenton, Fla. 

“I think he’s become — on social media 
— like Donald Trump, on a much smaller 
scale,” said one head coach who didn’t want 
to be identified, for fear of centering himself 
in Harbaugh’s Twitter crosshairs. 


“You can get as mad as you want about 
him, but he doesn’t care. ... Either way, you 
have to give him credit for coming into 
a very tradition-rich strong program where 
you can make it happen very fast.” 

A lot of it deflects from the fact that 
Harbaugh has landed back-to-back excellent 
recruiting classes. (Or maybe it’s because 
he landed two excellent recruiting classes.) 
He should have gotten Coach of the Year 
consideration for winning 10 games last 
season with the roster he inherited. 

But all we can concentrate on is quirks, 
the weird, the swag. 

“Harbaugh mixes it up,” Campbell said 
with delight. “He starts talking sh— about 
another coach. I love Harbaugh. He's going 
to let you have it, tell it like it is and he 
don't care.” 

Not many have drawn a line connecting 
2 Live Crew and the Michigan coach, but 
these are the times we live in. The SEC (and 
ACC) ganged up on Harbaugh quickly in the 
offseason, developing NCAA legislation that 


Michael Irvin was a king of early swag; now his son is a Hurricane. 
Photo by USA TODAY Sports 
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Part of the new swag: Michigan’s Jim Harbaugh and Clemson’s Dabo Swinney. 


banned those nasty satellite camps. 


One man’s swag is another man’s 
recruiting advantage. 

So what is swag today — stylish 
confidence? Stolen goods? Gift bags at 
the Oscars (Stuff We All Get)? Wardrobe? 

“It means the same as it did then,” 
said Mark Blaudschun, a Miami graduate 
who covered some of those rambunctious 
Hurricanes teams while at the Boston 
Globe, “an attitude of confidence bordering 
on arrogance.” 

Not that everyone flaunts convention 
today. Alabama is guided by the stern Nick 
Saban. The most gangster move of his career 
may have been that onside kick against 
Clemson in the College Football Playoff 
Championship Game. 

“That,” Campbell said, “took balls.” 

That was swag, too. 

Dabo Swinney had been dancing and 
juking after big wins long before last 
season’s championship chase. Marrying it all 
to Instagram took the Tigers’ brand to 
a new level. 

Oklahoma got to the playoff because 
of a swashbuckling Heisman-candidate 
quarterback named Baker Mayfield — a 
Manziel among men. Even The Boz approved. 

“It's the infectious energy that he brings. 
He gets knocked down, gets up and sprints 
back to the huddle,” Brian Bosworth said. 
“Instead of having to defend Oklahoma for 
the way they're winning, now people are 
commending them on the style of play.” 

Arkansas coach Bret Bielema has supreme 
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confidence in his abilities. Beating Texas 
in a bowl game was “borderline erotic.” 

He started a “shoe war” with Mississippi 
State’s Dan Mullen at SEC media days. (It’s 
not as bad as it sounds. The two coaches 
wore swagged-out shoes from their apparel 
makers. Who wins? The shoe companies — 
and the coaches’ image.) 

Swag. Rest assured, the term has rooted 
itself in and around college football. 

“I know exactly what you're talking 
about,” LSU coach Les Miles said. “We 
use swagger here a lot. With swag comes 
the responsibility of preparation, of 
understanding how to make a great play. 
It’s not how you dress.” 

Whereas at Oregon, it became all about 
how the Ducks dressed. Nike used the 
program as a Petri dish for its marketing 
approach. It just took a while for Chip Kelly's 
championship aspirations to eventually 
surpass the look-at-me uniform combinations. 

At one time, Kelly kept a raft of uniform 
combinations in his office. It was the first 
thing recruits saw. 

The practice has been monetized. Any 
school’s announcement of a new uniform 
combination — handled correctly — breaks 
the Internet. For some reason, we slow down 
to gawk like it was an accident on the side 
of the highway. 

“But that doesn’t help you win ...,” LSU 
quarterback Brandon Harris said. “That was 
never my mission to come out of high school 
where they had the best uniforms. If that was 
the case, everybody would go to Oregon.” 

Never mind win or lose. It’s truly how 
you play the game these days. Texas A&M's 


Kevin Sumlin cut right to the chase when 
he nicknamed the aircraft he flew to high 
schools during recruiting. A “swagcopter” 
he called it. 


Apparel companies continually attempt 
to define it and bottle it. The three biggest 
— Adidas, Nike and Under Armour — have 
spent a combined $250 million over the 
past 18 months in apparel contracts. In 
August, Michigan begins a 10-year deal 
with Nike that will pay it more than $122 
million through 2027 — half in cash, half in 
clothing. 

Those three companies now have basically 
walled off 7-on-7 football from the NCAA. 
What started as a fun offseason activity, is 
now a money-making venture, even 
a potential recruiting advantage. 

“The world has changed,” said former 
shoe executive Sonny Vaccaro. “There are 
no more virgins. The virginity is over now.” 

Fifteen years ago, authors Don Yaeger and 
Dan Wetzel detailed basketball corruption 
in their fine book “Sole Influence.” Shoe 
companies went all out trying to identify 
the next Michael Jordan to whom they could 
hook their brand. 

It’s a bit more complicated to identify 
the next Jordan in a much larger team sport 
like football. But whittled down to 7-on-7, 
apparently it’s worth trying. 

“It’s branding,” said Joshua Borne, a vice 
president for Pylon Elite, a national 7-on-7 
event. “They're looking to associate their 
brand with good events that are lifelong 
memories. Football has been a difficult sport 
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to brand athletes because it’s so associated 
with the helmet. ... I think 7-on-7 can help 
players develop their brand.” 

Then there is the question of why 
teenagers need their own brand. 

“The way the kids handle it nowadays,” 
Harris said. “It’s crazy there are freshmen 
in high school putting out their top five and 
top 10 schools they're interested in.” 

If you don't, though, you might get left 
behind. At what point did Spurrier lose that 
tart tongue and become the get-off-my-lawn 
guy berating reporters? Not cool, Steve. 

And while Oregon continues to reinvent 
the Duck, the program just doesn’t have the 
same swag. It may be one simple reason: 
Mark Helfrich isn’t Chip Kelly. 

“He’s just a nice guy,” Gilmore said. 
“Miami they were themselves — anti- 
establishment. They were cool. They could 
wear the camouflage. Even Harbaugh ... 
he’s gone to another level with Twitter. 
He's doing stuff now he never did before. 
It's not that he’s cool, but he doesn’t care 
what people think.” 

There are towering architectural marvels 
that qualify as swag. The so-called “arms 
race” is officially out of control. The NCAA 
has absolutely no oversight over schools 
that want to build ornate structures 
to house football, weight training, and 
academic aid centers. 

Cranes are going up at a record pace. 
Saban’s success is seen as responsible 
for record enrollment. For the first time 
at Alabama, there are more out-of-state 
students than in-state. A recent $50 
million capital campaign was exceeded 
by $52 million. 

Texas A&M unabashedly decided to stake 
its future on a $500-million renovation to 
Kyle Field. The new capacity of 102,733 
makes Kyle the fifth-largest stadium in 
North America. More important to Aggies 
everywhere, the structure is the largest in 
the SEC and the state of Texas. 

“Our goal,” said Sam Torn, a member of 


the 12th Man Foundation’s board of trustees, 


“is when an opposing team walks out on 
that field, it’s going to be so wild and so 
intense, literally someone is going to wet 
their pants.” 


“The bigger statement is not that it’s been 


built as the biggest and largest, but that it’s 
full...,” coach Sumlin said, “and to keep it 
that way.” 


BAD AS YOU WANNA BE 

By now you probably know that 
recruiting itself is swag. Somehow we've 
fallen in love with the process rather than 
the players themselves panning out. Parties 
are thrown over top 10 classes. Houston 


followed up a New Year's Six bowl win 
by landing the highest-ranked non-BCS 
recruiting class in history. 

To be around the football offices that day, 
you could have been observing an emerging 
giant. Coach Tom Herman had landed a 
$3-million-per-year contract. At Houston! 
He's already been projected as a possible 
replacement at Texas or Texas A&M. 

None of that speculation mattered when 
he made good on his #HTownTakeover 
hashtag on Twitter. 

Ole Miss’ pro day in March was half 
celebration. The heart of Hugh Freeze’s 2013 
recruiting class was on display that day. 
Defensive lineman Robert Nkemdiche, left 
tackle Laremy Tunsil and receiver Laquon 
Treadwell were all projected as first-round 
draft choices. 

A first for Ole Miss: Two networks (NFL 
and ESPN) covered the school’s pro day. Live. 

“Swag, to me, is being comfortable in your 
own skin,” LSU's Harris said. “There's a lot 
of great quarterbacks I model my game after. 
Some I'll never be. 


“Peyton Manning has his own swag. It’s 
different than Aaron Rodgers.” 

Gundy wants all in on swag, but he is 
bewildered. 

“That guy who hangs with the 
Kardashians — Kanee, or Kayne West — 
whatever his name is,” the coach said. “He 
has 19.2-million followers. He hasn't even 
done anything. He's cut a song or two. 

“He's got 19 million people following him. 
For what? But that’s the world we live in.” 

It is a world where Miami is a mere 
shadow of what it used to be. Jerome Brown 
died tragically in 1992. The car he urged 
Campbell to buy languishes in a garage. 
Miami's last national championship was in 
2001. It's been more than a decade since the 
Canes won 10 games. They've never so much 
as won their division in the ACC. 

Mark Richt joins the program in 2016, 
the same year as Michael Irvin Jr. 

“Now we're cookie cutters,” Uncle Luke 
said. “They think they know it all. They 
think they can manufacture swag. You need 
to call me. I can explain to you how you 
need to come across.” 


Uniform swag: It was estimated that, last year, Oregon could wear 
a different combination in each quarter of each game until the year 3344. 
Photo by Cal Sport Media via AP Images 
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Dip into the authentic taste of Gordo’s Cheese Dip made with real cheese. 
Try all six Cheese Dips: Original, Mild, Hot, Cheese’n Salsa, Chipotle and the newest favorite Yellow Queso. 
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i lemson’s school-record crowd 

of more than 50,000 at its April 

I) spring game was mostly gone 
” by the second half. 

That’s because the vast majority of 
orange-wearing fans came to see one 
player. And that one player was done 
after halftime. 

It was coach Dabo Swinney’s big- 
gest selling point: See the one and only 
spring appearance of Deshaun Watson, 
the star quarterback who finished third 
in the 2015 Heisman Trophy voting and 
led the Tigers to a 14-1 season that end- 
ed with them coming up a touchdown 
short of winning the national champi- 
onship. 

The junior, who missed the 2014 
and 2015 springs because of injuries, 
didn’t disappoint, tossing two touch- 
down passes and looking in midseason 
form to leave one question: How much 
better can this guy get? 

“There is another notch for him,” 


\ = 
¥ 


Swinney said. “It’s our job as coaches 
to challenge him, push him, in that 
regard.” 

It’s not easy figuring out what that 
level is for Watson, who came back from 
a torn ACL late in 2014 to have a his- 
toric campaign. He became the first FBS 
player to throw for 4,000 yards and rush 
for 1,000 in a single season. 

He finished with 4,104 and 1,105. 

The 6-2, 210-pound signal caller was 
responsible for 35 passing touchdowns 
and 12 rushing scores and mastered an 
offense that went over 500 total yards 
in its last 11 games. But he still doesn’t 
think he’s a “complete player.” 

“T still have a lot of things I want 
to work on,” Watson said. “We all do. 
We’re not where we want to be at.” 

Glaring holes in his game, though, 
are hard to find. Watson's combination 
of playmaking and decision-making 
could make him the first player taken in 
the 2017 NFL Draft. 
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2016 


By Brad Senkiw 


“You have someone like Deshaun in 
front of you, you get to learn so much,” 
backup quarterback Kelly Bryant said. 

“Some things you might not have 
known. You get to see it from him and 
then also, just trying to pick his mind 
and see how he goes about things, how 
he handles being out there on offense, 
and also how he handles himself off the 
field because he’s an amazing dude.” 

Still, Swinney is quick to point out 
numerous ways Watson can be better 
in 2016. It starts with footwork, which 
can help the QB’s accuracy. Watson 
completed 67.8 percent of his passes last 
year, but threw 13 interceptions. 

“T wasn’t perfect at certain things 
last year,” Watson said. “Even though 
I did some good things, there’s always 
room for improvement. I’m just trying 
to improve my whole game.” 

Swinney took fundamentals seri- 
ously in the offseason because a botched 
handoff against Alabama in the title 
game ended with a turnover. 

“From a mental standpoint, you 
took six sacks that were on him,” Swin- 
ney said about Watson. “Why? Let’s 
eliminate that and learn from that. 

“The interceptions that he had, 
some of them weren't his fault. Those 
that were (his fault), what led to that 
decision and how do we improve from 
that? Ball handling, being fanatical 
about your fundamentals and being 
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disciplined with your footwork. 

“All those little things matter all 
the way to the national championship 
game, where we fumbled an exchange.” 

Watson has been challenged to step 
up as a leader, and not just by exam- 
ple. Swinney wants to see the QB try to 
bring players to his level. 

Swinney said Watson also has 
worked hard in making better decisions 
in the run game, where he got “a little 
greedy” last year or did something out- 
side the system. 

His talent usually overrides those 
mistakes. And his instincts, Swinney 
said, make him “magical” ... so the 
coaches don’t want to take too much 
away in that regard. 


Deshaun Watson Leonard Fournette 


“He gets better every day,” Swinney 
said. 

“Whatever you ask of him, he’s go- 
ing above and beyond. Just can’t set the 
bar high enough for that guy. He's just 
a special human being. He’s driven that 
way in everything. It’s not just football. 
He just demands excellence in himself 
in everything that he does, whether it’s 
academics or off the field.” 

Watson is on pace to graduate in 
December after taking 19 hours in the 
spring and 18 in the summer. He’ll need 
just eight credit hours in the fall to com- 
plete his degree. And even though Wat- 
son won't say it yet, all signs point to an 
early entry to the NFL. “I just focus on 
what I can do now,” Watson said. “All 


OFFENSE 


Christian McCaffrey JuJu Smith-Schuster 


FIRST TEAM 


Wt. 
210 
230 
202 
215 
188 


Name Ht. 
Deshaun Watson 6-2 
Leonard Fournette 6-1 
Christian McCaffrey 6-0 
JuJu Smith-Schuster 6-2 
Calvin Ridley 6-1 


Pos 
QB 
RB 


Pat Elflein 


Jake Butt 

Pat Elflein 

Cam Robinson 
Roderick Johnson 
Zach Banner 

Dan Feeney 
Daniel Carlson 
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6-6 
6-3 
6-6 
6-7 
6-9 
6-4 
6-4 


250 
300 
327 
307 
360 
310 
213 


Cam Robinson 


Yr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 


So. 


Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
dr. 


School 
Clemson 
LSU 
Stanford 
USC 
Alabama 


Pos Name 
QB 
RB Dalvin Cook 


Nick Chubb 


Gabe Marks 


Baker Mayfield 


Christian Kirk 


that other stuff is going to take care of 
itself. All of that stuff changes.” 

Clemson expectations — getting 
back to the national championship 
— aren’t altered. Eight offensive start- 
ers return, including 1,500-yard rusher 
Wayne Gallman and standout receivers 
Mike Williams and Artavis Scott. 

All that, and Watson’s arm and 
legs, could have him making his second 
consecutive December trip to New York 
City for the Heisman and maybe anoth- 
er College Football Playoff appearance. 

“He’s a humble kid, and he knows 
he was an All-American last year,” Swin- 
ney said. “He’s got to go do it again. 
And he’s driven to do that.” 


Calvin Ridley Jake Butt 


SECOND TEAM 


Ht. Wt. Yr. 
6-1 212 Sr. 
5-11 206 Jr. 
5-10 220 Jr. 
5-11 200 So. 
6-0 188 Sr. 


School 
Oklahoma 
Florida State 
Georgia 

Texas A&M 
Washington St. 


Michigan 
Ohio State 
Alabama 
Florida State 
USC 

Indiana 
Auburn 
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Roderick Johnson 


Jordan Leggett 
Kyle Fuller 

Brian Allen 

Connor McDermott 
Mike McGlinchey 
Dan Skipper 

Jake Elliott 


Zach Banner 


6-5 255 
6-5 310 
6-2 303 
6-9 310 
6-7 310 
6-10 326 
5-10 165 


Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 


Clemson 
Baylor 
Michigan State 
UCLA 

Notre Dame 
Arkansas 
Memphis 


Daniel Carlson 
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yles Garrett was on a mis- 
sion. And for a few scary 
seconds, beat reporters 
covering Texas A&M ex- 
perienced the queasy feeling that haunts 
SEC quarterbacks on Saturdays: Garrett 
suddenly popping up from behind. 

This time Garrett, all 6-5 and 262 
strapping pounds, was only in search 
of an emblematic sack — this one of a 
teammate, who was being interviewed 
by a throng of reporters during A&M’s 
annual pro day in the spring. 

Garrett leaped in from the blindside 
and abruptly barked at unsuspecting of- 
fensive lineman Germain Ifedi: “How is 
it to go against such a great pass rusher 
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s ... Daeshon Hall?” 


The gaggle cracked up. The question 
was quintessential Myles Garrett Expres- 
sion: Deflecting praise to a teammate, 
and drawing smiles in doing so. The 
eclectic Garrett, made up of so much 
more than football, owns designs of one 
day being a paleontologist, but he kind 
of figures it’s probably best to focus on 
pass rushing for a while. 

With the NFL paycheck Garrett is ex- 
pected to receive in about a year, he’ll be 
able to dig anywhere he’d like. He enters 
the 2016 season as perhaps the most in- 
timidating defender in college football. 

“He was blocked by two or three 
people sometimes,” A&M_ strength 


Photo by Joe Robbins 


Garrett has 
Designs on 
Building 
‘Something 
Big’ 


By Brent Zwerneman 


coach Larry Jackson said of Garrett, who 
collected an SEC-tops 12.5 sacks last 
season. “Sometimes (opponents) just 
cheated and tackled him. And he was 
still making plays when guys were doing 
that to him.” 

Garrett, who has 24 sacks in two sea- 
sons for the Aggies, is only a junior, but 
is likely playing his last season at Kyle 
Field. He has been projected as a top 10 
selection — maybe a top 1 selection — 
in the 2017 NFL Draft. That’s why, after 
consecutive 8-5 finishes by A&M in his 
first two years, he’s intent on trying to 
make his probable last go-round a mem- 
orable one. 

“I didn’t achieve my goals,” Garrett 
said. “I’m going to try and do my best 
this season to achieve those goals.” 

His goals last season were 15 sacks 
and 20 tackles for loss (he finished with 
19.5 of the latter). This season? 

“I can’t tell you,” he said, smiling. 
“You'll see.” 

His pass-rush partner Hall is a senior 
who also considered declaring for the 
NFL Draft following the 2015 season. 

“T threatened to choke him out if he 
didn’t come back,” Garrett joked. “We 
need him to help build something big 
this year.” 

The duo combined for 19.5 sacks last 
season, with four of Hall’s seven com- 
ing in the opener against Arizona State. 
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ALL-AMERICA TEAM 


Garrett has consistently reminded re- 
porters to remember Hall, and not just 
credit Garrett for pressuring quarter- 
backs. 

A&M second-year defensive coor- 
dinator John Chavis described Garrett 
as one of the few players he’s coached 
who can both play the quarterback on 
an option and then make the tackle 
on a pitch. Alabama coach Nick Saban 
described Garrett as “very, very disrup- 
tive.” 

A&M coach Kevin Sumlin told the 
story on his weekly radio show of Gar- 
rett being clocked at 20.8 miles per hour 
during a game last fall against South 
Carolina — in other words he would 
have been ticketed in a school zone, 


rN 
Myles Garrett Jonathan Allen 


Sumlin pointed out. 

“That’s absolutely unheard of for a 
guy who’s a defensive end,” Sumlin said 
in awe. “He’s running as fast as defen- 
sive backs and wide receivers. That’s the 
kind of guy he is.” 

He’s also a guy known for a level 
head off the field, and a player Sum- 
lin never has to concern himself with 
regarding the classroom or nightlife. 

“Myles studies the history of the 
game,” explained Bob Wager, Garrett’s 
high school coach at Arlington Martin, 
located between Fort Worth and Dallas. 
“He’s passionate about the game.” 

Garrett's sister, former A&M track 
and field standout Brea Garrett, also 
marveled at her “little” brother’s kind- 


Malik McDowell Carlos Watkins 


ness — an endearing characteristic 
opposing quarterbacks never witness be- 
tween the lines. 

“Myles doesn’t even like to kill bugs 
that come into his room,” Brea said. 

“He'll pick them up and take them 
outside. He’s just so sweet-natured. I’ve 
told him, ‘Just kill it. It’s a bug. It has no 
meaning to your life.’ And he’s said, ‘Ev- 
erything has meaning, Brea. Everything 
has a reason for living.’” 

As for why fans should have reason 
to believe the Aggies will improve upon 
8-5 this season? 

“We're going to pick it up,” said Gar- 
rett, who was instrumental in creating a 
sense of urgency among his teammates 
in the spring. “We're going to do great.” 


Jabrill Peppers Raekwon McMillan 


FIRST TEAM 


Pos Name Ht. Wt. Yr. School 

DL Myles Garrett 6-5 262) dr: Texas A&M 

DL Jonathan Allen 6-3 294 Sr. Alabama 

DL Malik McDowell 6-6 280 Jr. Michigan State 
Carlos Watkins 6-3 300 Sr. Clemson 
Jabrill Peppers 6-1 208 Jr. Michigan 
Raekwon McMillan 6-2 240 Jr. Ohio State 
Anthony Walker 6-1 235 Jr. Northwestern 
Desmond King 5-11 200 Sr. lowa 
Jalen Tabor 6-0 199 Jr. Florida 
Derwin James 6-3 213 So. Florida State 
Jamal Adams 6-1 211 Jr. LSU 
Austin Rehkow 6-3 Sr. Idaho 


SECOND TEAM 


Let ese oe School 
6-3 257 dr. Tennessee 
6-3 273 Sr. Florida State 
6-5 303 Sr. Michigan 
6-2 299 Jr. Oklahoma 
6-2 240 Sr. Florida 

6-4 230 Jr. Vanderbilt 
6-1 240 Alabama 
5-10 175 Michigan 
5-11 186 Tennessee 
6-0 194 Alabama 
5-10 184 Washington 
6-0 194 Alabama 


Name 

Derek Barnett 
DeMarcus Walker 
Chris Wormley 
Charles Walker 
Jarrad Davis 
Zach Cunningham 
Reuben Foster 
Jourdan Lewis 
Cameron Sutton 
Eddie Jackson 
Budda Baker 

JK Scott 


Pos 
DL 
DL 
DL 
DL 
LB 


Jalen Tabor Jamal Adams Austin Rehkow 


‘Anthony Walker ; 


Desmond King ~ Derwin James 
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Well, maybe. 

After walking on at Texas Tech in 2013, Mayfield won the starting 
job and was named Big 12 Offensive Newcomer of the Year. Then, after an injury 
and no assurance of regaining his starting job or earning a scholarship, 
he transferred to Oklahoma. 

After surprising everyone in Norman by walking on unannounced and then 


3 aker Mayfield can’t offer up any more surprises. Can he? 


TOP QUARTERBACKS 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Deshaun Watson Jr. Clemson 

It will be a long time before we forget his 478 total yards vs. Alabama. 
Baker Mayfield Sr. Oklahoma 

From walk-on to being fourth in Heisman voting ... to national champ? 
J.T. Barrett Jr. Ohio State 

No questions for Buckeyes this sath healthy Barrett in total command. 


Luke Falk Washington State 


380.5 passing ypg, but we're ina ya He's not just a “system” QB. 
Chad Kelly Ole Miss 
SEC's best i 042 yards, 31 TDs) a ‘showed | ble late last season, 
Seth Russell Sr. aylor 
Retumed in spring from broken Peng in neck to ve ol offense. 
Greg Ward Hou: 
Potent attack runs through Ward: e ‘08 rushing akg 67 2% passing). 
Kizer/Zaire “Jr/Sr. Notre Dam 
Irish poised to win — and win big — with DeShone Kizer or or Malik Zaire. 
Josh Rosen So. UCLA 
All he seems to be is a cross weneen John Elway and Andrew Luck. 


Brad Kaaya Miami 


Mark Richt inherits cornerstone ap, with 6,436 passing yards in two seasons. 


Lamar Jackson So. Louisville 
For upside, see Music City Bowl. ce pies comp, see No. 1 on this list. 


Tennessee 


Josh Dobbs 


In dual-threat’s past 18 starts, Vols ei 34.2 points per game. 


C.J. Beathard lowa 

_ Does all the right things, and pro sen makes him good fit at next level. _ 
Mason ey ears Oklahoma State 

| Won't have to workload this Jean stil still passed for 3,770 yards in ‘15. 


Patrick Mahomes Jr. Texas Tech 
_Easy bet to repeat gaudy numbers from 2015: 4,653 yards, 36 TDs. 


Brett Rypien So. Boise State 

| Mark Rypien's nephew was the Mountain West Freshman of the Year. 
Mangum/Hill Sr. BYU 
Sixth-year senior Taysom Hill back to battle te soph Tanner Mangum. 


Jake Browning ‘So. lashington 
Overshadowed by UCLA's Rosen m Pac-12, butt had fab frosh season. 


Nick Mullens Southern Miss 
Fourth-year starter; C-USA Offensive Player of the Year in 2015. 


Quinton Flowers Jr. South Here 

Can you quietly account for 3,287 total yards and 34 TDs 

Cooper Rush Sr. Central rape 

rotor prolific MAC QB: 3,848 He last season, 66.3% deena 
"Gunner Kiel Cincinna’ 

Uneven career, but looks the part ad the NFL still very peel 


Zach Terrell ‘Sr. Western Michigan 
Has been second-team All-MAC and third-team All-MAC. 


“Anu Solomon Jr. Arizona 
_ Strong suit is decision-making in rapid-fire O; has been injury-prone. 


“Dakota Prukop Sr. Oregon 
FOS transfer might not be Vernon Adams, but he might be close enough. 


PLAYER RATINGS 
QUARTERBACKS 


With Fun and Flair, Sooners’ 
Mayfield is a Memory-Maker 


sitting out 2014 per transfer 
rules, all Mayfield did in 
2015 was beat out incum- 
bent starter Trevor Knight 
for the job, earn some first- 
team All-America honors, 
finish fourth in the Heisman 
Trophy balloting and win 
the Brandon Burlsworth Trophy as college football's top former walk-on. 

And, of course, he led the Sooners to their ninth Big 12 Conference champi- 
onship and their first College Football Playoff appearance. 

Now Mayfield has the scholarship; he has the national respect as one of the 
game's top quarterbacks; he has the awards and the recognition; and he has the 
respect of his teammates. 

Whatever swagger Mayfield entered college football with has multiplied 
going into his senior year. His third spring at OU was one of familiarity and confi- 
dence. He doesn’t have to prove anything. He doesn’t have to beat anyone out. 

“| think | had a level of comfort, being settled in and knowing that | don’t 
have to prove anything to anyone here, only to myself,” Mayfield said. “So it's 
about working on my own game.” 

Mayfield threw for 3,700 yards in 2015, completing 68.1 percent of his 
passes (269 of 395) with 36 touchdowns and just seven interceptions. He also 
rushed for 405 yards and seven scores. 

He finished 18th nationally in passing yards, 13th in total offense (315.8 per 
game), seventh in points-responsible-for (19.8 per game), sixth in passing TDs, 
fourth in completion percentage and third in passing efficiency (173.3). 

Believe it or not, there is more to do. 

“| have to catch myself not assuming things with him because he’s done 
them for so long, and he has to catch himself not blowing off the little things,” 
said second-year offensive coordinator Lincoln Riley, who won last year's Frank 
Broyles Award as the nation’s top assistant coach. 

“You have to go back to the fundamentals. Like | told him, he has to 
approach it like he’s a walk-on freshman again and has to learn this stuff.” 

Maytield endeared himself to his teammates with his dance moves. But now 
they hope he uses those slick moves to stay safe on the field. Last season, he 
left the TCU game and the Orange Bow! loss to Clemson because of concus- 
sions — two concussions in the span of three games. 

With Knight graduated and transferred to Texas A&M, and backup Cody 
Thomas off to baseball, true freshman Austin Kendall is the Sooners’ only 
backup quarterback. (Kyler Murray, a transfer from Texas A&M, won't be eligible 
until 2017.) 

“We're not going to hit him much in practice,” Riley said. “We can identify 
times in practice where if it were a game that you need to get out of bounds here 
or this is where you can slide. | don’t want to take away the edge. | think we have 
a pretty good idea of finding the balance.” 

That won't dim Mayfield’s spontaneity or his improvisation or his burning 
desire to have a good time. He said his favorite moments from last year are the 
postgame celebrations, the hugs with teammates and the times he enticed even 
Bob Stoops to loosen up and dance a little. 

“Little things like that,” Mayfield said, “are important to look back on as far as 
the memories you make.” 


BAKER MAYFIELD 


— John Hoover 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


RUNNING BACKS 


tailback has track-star speed, tackle-escaping agility and is unafraid to 
lower his pads and deliver punishment. 

Now, realize this: More than 1,100 of his school-record 1,691 rushing yards 
in 2015 came after he pulled a hamstring Oct. 3 at Wake Forest. The injury 
required daily treatment, but he still had six 100-yard rushing games and 
13 rushing touchdowns after the injury. 


D alvin Cook has a habit of making defenses look bad. Florida State’s star 


TOP RUNNING BACKS 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Leonard Fournette Jr. LSU 
In a word: Freakish, His YouTube clips are a td way to kill an afternoon. 


Christian McCaffrey _ ur inford 
The all-purpose ‘Wildcat is more Reggie B Bush ie Reggie Bush. 
Dalvin Cook Jr. Florida State 
In _Injust about any other year, he'd wd at the top of o1 our running back list. 
“Nick Chubb Georgia 
"Sure, this ranking assumes he'll be ‘Neath. We can't be optimistic? 
“Royce Freeman Jr. Oregon 
Was fourth nationally with 141.2 - per on ee 17 TDs. 
" Samaje Perine 
Started rolling ratinddeeaon when OU found hist in ar Reid attack, 
Wayne Gallman Jr. Clemson 
_ Rushed for school-record 1,527 ms last ceaeen xo sae offense. 
Donne! | Pumphrey go State — 
With typical season, a Wi wipe ut Merahel Faulks "SDSUs career records, 
Jalen Hurd Jr. Tennessee 
One of ee 's best bruisers has nee for 2,187 career r yards. 
El jah H Hoo North Carolina 
| First-team A-ACC k last season ane aha for 1,463 yards. 
" Saquon Barkley So. Penn State 


Can make t the case that he's as oe as anyone at at making tacklers miss. 


“Shock Linwood Baylor 
Back-to-back 1,000-yards seasons 4 ‘emberrassingly-rich Baylor offense. 


Justin Jackson Jr. Northwestern 

Weal eno posi ga int eu: end ol cS 
Myles Ga fashington 
| Had eight 1 00-yard games as rah ore ing tet nb ‘in bowl victory. 
Corey Clement Wisconsin 
| Healthy again, flashing his 2014 ez fen — 949 a as a backup. 

. | Ronald Jones Il usc 

Love this kid, but backfield mate ey Davis will get lots of ‘care too. 
Jeremy MeNichols Jr. Boise Stat 
oppee in for departed Jay Ajayi ee _ gr ran for 1 "337 yards, 20 TDs. 
Brian Hill 

_dust fh Nouba a favor and catch a aNivofing one rah 3 worth it, 
Joe Mixon So. Oklahoma 
Plenty of touches to go around in amore 's offense. : 
Larry Ro’ _New Mexico State _ 
Looking too become ninth player whi four 1,000-yard rushing seasons. 
Mike Warren lowa State 
A centerpiece for new coach Matt Camett 1,339 yards as a freshman. 

"Ralph Webb re Vanderbilt 
By the end of the season, hell be Vandy's career leading usher 
Sony Michel Jr. Geor 
Only question is opportunity; had 1, _ yards as Chu os understudy, 
Matt Breida Georgia Southern 

‘Mra eae beter han sven prcany ead 16 Tog 
Nick Wilson Arizo 
Could easily pop out a 1,500-yard Meat: if he can revord injury bug. 


Not firated|chieto) ness: ‘James Conner, Pritt 


Seminoles’ Cook Will Fry 
More Defenses in 2016 


“| don’t know who's 
the best back in the 
country, but | wouldn't 
trade that one for anybody 
in America,” Florida State 
coach Jimbo Fisher said. 

No matter who is 
under center playing 
quarterback this fall, FSU’s offense will revolve around this play-making, do-it-all 
tailback. The only thing that has slowed him down is injuries; while the ham- 
string has healed, Cook had minor shoulder surgery in April to stich up 
a labrum tear. 

Cook headlines a prestigious group of running backs in 2016 college 
football, a list that includes Stanford's Christian McCaffrey, LSU's Leonard 
Fournette, Georgia's Nick Chubb and Oregon’s Royce Freeman. 

Cook's numbers show why he could actually be at the top of the list 
in a loaded field. 

* He's efficient, averaging 7.4 yards per carry, which was second among 

FBS backs in 2015. 

* He's delivered in nearly every game, averaging an ACC career-best 107.9 

rushing yards per game. And he has 28 total touchdowns in 25 games, 

including one TD in 11 of his 12 games last year. 

+ He has breakaway speed that delivers big plays; Cook had 27 runs of 

20-plus yards in 2015. 

* In the regular season, Cook ran for 3.65 yards after initial contact with 

a defender, according to ESPN research. 

Anecdotally speaking, Florida star cornerback Jalen Tabor — familiar with 
Fournette and 2015 Heisman-winner Derrick Henry — said last season that 
Cook was the best running back the Gators were going to see. 

Cook is a junior who would have projected well if he had been eligible for 
the 2016 draft class. 

“He would be the No. 2 back in this class behind Zeke,” CBSSports.com 
draft analyst and Lindy’s contributor Dane Brugler said, referring to Ohio State's 
Ezekiel Elliott. “He's that type of talent and has a chance to go round one next 
year if he stays healthy.” 

Writers have tried for years to get Cook to talk about himself and his abili- 
ties. He smiles and shrugs off the questions, much like a would-be tackler. 
Cook would much rather talk about a win, his offensive line or the backup run- 
ning backs. 

Cook has 2,699 rushing yards at FSU and he's No. 5 on the school's all- 
time list. Last year, he shattered Warrick Dunn's single-season rushing record 
(1,242 yards in 1995). And now, Cook is 1,261 rushing yards away from Dunn's 
career rushing mark of 3,959. 

“| love to watch him play,” Dunn said. “He's attacking. We're two different 
types of runners. But he’s more downhill. He's patient. And he's explosive.” 

That kind of explosiveness is why there is optimism in Tallahassee, not just 
for what Cook can do the next time he touches the ball, but also for what the 
Seminoles could accomplish. 

Even with a new quarterback, question marks on the offensive line and the 
loss of All-American cornerback Jalen Ramsey, Florida State has high expecta- 
tions in 2016, The Seminoles captured the national title in 2013 and played in 
a Big Six bowl in 2015, losing to Houston in the Peach. 

The goal is to again be a playoff team. 

“We return the whole team,” Cook said. “Everybody knows what to do, how 
to operate.” 
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DALVIN COOK 


— Bob Ferrante 
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“When he walks into a football arena, that’s his heaven,” Helton said. 


Trojans Counting 
on More Good JuJu 


PLAYER RATINGS 


RECEIVERS 


ew USC assistant coach Tyson Helton got his first chance to observe 


wide receiver JuJu Smith-Schuster perform during the Trojans’ 
spring game at the Coliseum. 


And it takes a lot to keep Smith-Schuster away from his heaven. He 
broke his hand last season against California and underwent surgery 


TOP WIDE RECEIVERS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


JuJu Smith-Schuster Jr. USC 
USC’s WR factory at it again; Smith-Schuster had 1,454 yards last season. 


Calvin Ridley Alabama 


So. 
Already 21 years old; his 89 catches as a freshman were definitely manly. _ 


Christian Kirk So. Texas A&M 
Completely lived up to the hype “ 80 catches, 1,009 yards in debut. 


Gabe Marks on State 


Washingt 
Fiery kid fro from L.A. backs up his talk (joa catches, 15 TDs last season). 


Mike Williams Sr. Clemson 
After spring ball, looked ready for _ after scary neck injury in 2015. 


KD Cannon _ Baylor 
Route running very good, but it's his Sead and eiplosion that's special, 


Isaiah Ford Jr. Virginia Tech 
All-ACC after setting school record for catches (63) and TDs (10). 


Corey | Davis Sr. Western Lrepala a 
_Nice size, and career sr numbers you can't ignore: 3, 785 yards 


“Fred Ross Sr. Mississippi —- 
Question: Can he keep up numbers oat Dak Prescott at QB? 


Travis Rudolph 


Florida State 
Asia arfGils pokes] al) oft @t@yard seco witraevon TD, 


Jehu Chesson Michigan 


Sr. 
Big fi finish to 2015 leads to bigger oe ina pumped-up Michigan offense. 


James W: fashington Oklahoma State 
Washington i is the Big 12’s only pes ite 4,000-yard receiver. 
Darren Carrington Jr. Oregon 

In only seven games, had 32 catches for 609 —— mes six TDs. 


Artavis Scott Jr. 
Plenty of room in Clemson's offense for two (or eth oot receivers, 


Malachi Dupre Jr. 


“Torii Hunter Jr. Jr. Notre Dame 
Big season ahead as the new No. 1 target in the Irish offense. 


Josh Reynolds Sr. Texas A&M 
__Long and lean and a big-play ens for new QB Trevor Knight. 


Thomas Sperbeck Boise State 
Set Boise State season record vith 1,412 1 receiving yards last season. 


Taywan Taylor Sr. Western Kentucky 
Taylor (1, 467 yards, 17 TDs) nice sec a blanket post- “Brandon Doughty. 


Stacy Coley Miami 
Lanky receiver has speed to betas No. 1 target for Brad Kaaya. 


TOP TIGHT ENDS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


“Jake Butt = Sr. Michigan 
Jim Harbaugh knows how to use the TE. Butt: 51 catches, 654 yards in ‘15. 


| Jordan Leggett Sr. Clemson 
Eight Susan catches last season, including one vs. Alabama. 


Evan Engram Sr. Ole Miss 
_Has a great frame to be split out = will be i —e target in 2016. 


“O.J. Howard 
Based on national title game, could Pe ORES promnect al be pea, 


Bucky Hodges Jr. Virginia Tech 
Has 85 catches, 13 touchdowns, entering his junior season. 


two days later. Doctors 
inserted a plate with eight 
screws in his right hand. 

He was supposed to 
miss that week’s game 
against Arizona. But during 
pregame warm-ups, there 
was Smith-Schuster, the last player out of the locker room, wearing a cus- 
tom cast to protect his hand. He promptly caught the first pass of the game. 

He finished with eight catches for 138 yards, including a 72-yard touch- 
down. Heavily favored USC eked out a 38-30 victory in a game it otherwise 
might have lost without Smith-Schuster. 

‘I've never in my life been associated with more of a warrior,” USC head 
coach Clay Helton said. 

Smith is just the latest All-American wide receiver for the Trojans, follow- 
ing Robert Woods, Marqise Lee and Nelson Agholor in recent years. But 
USC relied on him more than expected last season, when he caught 
89 passes for 1,454 yards. 

The No. 2 receiver in yardage, Adoree Jackson, caught 27 passes for 
414 yards. That 1,040-yard difference between the top two receivers is the 
greatest disparity since Keyshawn Johnson was USC’s top receiver in 1994. 

“| want to be the guy, but | want to be even better. Nelson told me he 
wanted to be better than Margise and Woody. For me, the same, | want to 
be better than Nelson and all those guys,” Smith-Schuster said. “Everybody 
wants to be the man. There’s a lot of pressure on you, but you have to have 
confidence to go up there and get the ball.” 

Whether he is better than Woods or Lee might be a matter of opinion, 
but he is definitely bigger. He’s also stronger than Agholor and able to make 
tougher catches. 

“JuJu has size, speed and strength,” Tyson Helton said. “We've just got 
to get him matched up in the right places.” 

The irony for USC’s offense is Smith-Schuster might catch fewer passes 
if Helton keeps his promise to be more balanced this season. 

“You can't rely on one guy,” Smith-Schuster said. 

There was a feeling among some wide receivers last season that quar- 
terback Cody Kessler focused solely on Smith-Schuster, much like he did on 
Agholor the previous season. 

“It was real frustrating,” senior wide receiver De’Quan Hampton said. 
“We were all feeling that. In the games, JuJu had two or three guys on him 
and I’m running down the field wide open. It could be a quarterback thing. 
The coach isn’t on the field. 

“At the end of the day, the quarterback can do whatever he wants. 

(I would think) ‘Man, Cody, I'm wide open.” 

Kessler is gone and USC will use either junior Max Browne or freshman 
Sam Darnold at quarterback this season. Clay Helton said whoever starts 
will distribute the ball in a more equitable fashion than last year. 

That, at least, was the theory heading into summer. Once games start, 
it might prove too irresistible to keep throwing at Smith-Schuster with his 
penchant for getting open and tossing aside cornerbacks. Especially in the 
season-opening game against Alabama. 

Will USC want to throw to an untested receiver against defensive backs 
like Eddie Jackson and Minkah Fitzpatrick when it can go straight to its 
All-American? 

The junior says he does not mind sharing the wealth, but also admits 
the Alabama game is often on his mind. 

“If you are not watching it,” Smith-Schuster said, “I don't know what else 
you would be doing.” 


JUJU SMITH-SCHUSTER 


— Scott Wolf 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


Y 


Elflein Bucks Early Exit Trend, 
Eyes Second Trip to Playoff 


ou know that final scene of the last episode of “The Fresh Prince of 


Bel-Air” when Will Smith is standing in an empty living room, hands in 
his pockets, all alone after his family moved away but he decided to stay 


and finish school? 


Liss 


: 3 eee nace 
Joins C Lucas Crowley and OT. Jonti Heck on one Ree lines. 


RK _ NAME 


TOP CENTERS 


CLASS COLLEGE 


Pat Elflein Ohio State 


Sr. 
An All-American rock in the nee helps make OSU Bis favorite; 


Kyler Fuller Sr. Baylor 
Bears’ OL building around veteran pivot, only rattan starter pone 


Ethan Polcic Sr. LSU 
Certainly did his part in terms of cial holes A a Soares 


Dan! Voltz 
Will be a force again as he comes back from torn Lavatory last ‘October. 


Jay Guillermo Sr. Clemson 
Overcame — to be a rock on Tigers’ line; second-team All-ACC. 


Cameron To Sr. ‘Southern Miss 
Started Eola career at RT but has developed quickly at center. 


Mason Cole Jr. Michigan 
_ Michigan's most talented OL looked ae in spring moving from OT. 


“Tyler Orlosky inia 
29 career starts and second- eam AxBig 12 pier roe 


TOP GUARDS 


CLASS __ COLLEGE 


NAME _ = 
' Dan Feeney Indiana 


All-American has lets: one sack in 2 719 college snaps. 


Brian Allen rt Michigan in State 
Jack Allen's younger | brother carries on. 1 MSU legacy (bro Matt on the way). 


Quenton Nelson Jr. Notre Dame 
Former 5-star is massive and ae he’ 's a mauler at left guard. _ 


Dorian Johnson Pitt 
Has been starting since tue eLnen season; second-team All-ACC in 2015. 


Billy Price Jr. Ohio State 
_The Buckeyes’ strongest player as a versatile, third- = starter. 


“Caleb Peterson No! 


TOP TACKLES 


CLASS COLLEGE 


Cam Robinson. Jr. Alabam 
| Bama reports he has 78 tmockco blocks i in two years; Sunes like A LOT. 


- Roderick Johnso Florida State 


| Won the Jacobs Blocking Trophy, vas to the ACC's best blocker. 


| Instead of going pro, will protect valusble blind ‘se 5 Of OB Josh Rosen. 


Zach Banner Sr. usc 
Son of Lincoln Kennedy is Pane strong in aa run game. 


Connor McDermott 


Mike McGlinchey Sr. Notre Dame 
moves von the right side to fill a of first-round LT Renn Stanley. 


Dan Skipper Arkansa 
6-10 are helped Arkansas go ful Hog on the OL in nats years. 


Mitch Hyatt So. Clemson 
Excellent last year as true fres! ea LT on team that played for title. 


Adam Bisno Ow: 


. ty 
Athletic, blue-collar prospect who a ts his wrestling background | to use. 


Jon Heck North Carolina 


a s72 -game starter for the Heels can second -team pave honors in ‘15. 


JJ. Dielman ‘Utal 
The leader of a veteran offensive line for Pret iy Utes. 


That was kind of like 
Ohio State’s Pat Elflein 
this spring in Ohio State's 
Woody Hayes Athletic 
Center. 

Among all the Ohio 
State players weighing the 
option to leave early for 
the NFL, Elflein decided 
first. The two-time All-Big Ten offensive guard would come back. That wasn’t the 
popular choice, apparently. 

Eight other Buckeyes chose to seek their fortunes in the NFL Draft, leaving 
Ohio State’s living room empty: Ezekiel Elliott, Darron Lee, Michael Thomas, Eli 
Apple, Vonn Bell, Jalin Marshall, Cardale Jones and Tyvis Powell. 

“| didn’t think | was going to be the only one,” Elflein said. “But it is what it is. 
'm happy for those guys.” 

The exodus, as you can imagine, has left Ohio State with many holes to fill. 
And on offense, Ohio State is going to rely heavily on quarterback J.T. Barrett 
and Elflein to help steer an Ohio State ship that nonetheless expects to make 
a return to the College Football Playoff. The Buckeyes won the inaugural edition 
in 2014. 

“My best friends | had all left,” Elflein said. 

“But I’m taking this leadership role by the horns. | don’t need to have 
a bunch of best friends to be a leader. | am going to lead this team.” 

Task No. 1: Change positions. 

Ohio State lost three other offensive linemen — left tackle Taylor Decker, 
center Jacoby Boren and right tackle Chase Farris. Despite Elflein’s stellar guard 
play the past two years, coach Urban Meyer found that Elflein would have more 
value over the ball, especially because the Buckeyes also return another starting 
guard in Billy Price. 

In baseball terms, Ohio State will be strong up the middle. Elflein will be 
snapping to Barrett, who finished fifth in the Heisman Trophy voting two years 
ago. 

“If you were trying to break in a new quarterback and a new center, you 
probably have no shot,” Meyer said. “The fact that those two guys are back, 
we have a shot. | think we have a decent shot of being good on offense, and it's 
mostly due to those two coming back.” 

It's a good deal for Ohio State and Elflein. 

Meyer broke tradition and named Barrett, Elflein and linebacker Raekwon 
McMillan captains long before the fall, when team captains are usually decided. 
Ohio State gets a fifth-year offensive lineman who knows the offense completely 
and who can help three other first-year starters fill in along the offensive front. 

As for Elflein, the potential benefit for his final season is that it will give him 
the versatility of playing guard and center in college, which will be useful for his 
draft stock. He is likely to project as a center in the draft a year from now. As of 
the end of spring practices across the country, NFLDraftScout.com still rated 
Elflein as the No. 1 senior guard. 

It's a new challenge for Elflein, but it's something he thought was necessary 
for his personal development. 

“| love Ohio State, | love the coaches, | want to graduate,” Elflein said. 
‘There are still some things | want to accomplish at Ohio State, as a team make 
another run for it, We definitely have the potential to do that again. 

“| want to play for Ohio State again.” 

And the Buckeyes need him. 


PAT ELFLEIN 


— Ari Wasserman 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


Tide Roll QBs Again 


here were times last season when opponents could claim that the 
University of Alabama defense was fronted by a three-man gang. 
Of course, they were right. 
Although the Crimson Tide was able to attack and punish offenses in 
waves, with a deep defensive line featuring a rotation of 14 players, everyone 
knew the wave started with defensive end Jonathan Allen and tackles A'Shawn 


TOP DEFENSIVE ENDS 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Myles Garrett Jr. Texas A&M 

Most intimidating defender in Amores going No. 1 in 2017? 

"Jonathan Allen . Alabama : 
First-round talent, no matter if flan overshadowed or not on Bama line. 


Derek Barnett Jr. Tennessee 
Production has been right there _ Garett: 20 sacks; 33 TFLs. 


~ DeMarcus Walker Florida State 
_ Had 10.5 sacks, Me hick bean ie Watebezon coe seein: 


Chris Wormley Sr. Michigan 
Wolverines’ best D-lineman, which is saying quite a lot. 


Charles Harris Jr Missouri 
_ Death, taxes and Mizzou tuming out star defensive linemen 


Josh sh Carraway Sr. TCU 
| The only first-team All-Big 12 Senet returning in 2016 is this guy. 


i Marquis Haynes Ole Miss 
Undersized speed rusher who can ins up all over and be a troublemaker. 


Carl Lawson Jr. Auburn 


Just needs his health to be one of — ee ends in the nation. 


riser Price 
_AII-ACC; granted sixth year in spring; Shad Mescote ve Louisville in ‘15. 
Kylie Fitts Sr. Utah 
_We say Fitts. You say his DE mate Hunter aoe We vem both be right. 


Jordan Willis Sr. 
2015: 15.5 TFLs, 9.5 sacks, four forced fumbles bl Blocked field field goal. 


TOP DEFENSIVE TACKLES 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
Malik McDowell Jr. Michigan State 
_ Breakthrough 2015 season included 13 tackles for loss and a pick-six. 
“Carlos Watkins : Sr. Clems 
Run-stuffing force; All-ACC last = key hub of Paws tO0K Tiger D. 
Charles Walker Oklahoma 
Six sacks last season, but missed cr semifinal because of concussion. 
‘Lowell Lotulelei ~ Utah 
All-Pac-12 as soph.; maybe. more pee than NFL brother Star Lotulelei. 
~Davon Godchaux Jr. LsuU 
Moves to NT in new 3-4 look bra he can handle all the double teams. 
Caleb Brantley Florida State 
Saved some moves for otisaasoh oh wie he trolled Tennessee on Instagram. 
. | Eddie Vanderdoes Jr. 
Block of granite coming back as ACL injury in ae fears) 
- Montravius Adams 
When he bypassed NFL Draft, Fahne Kalo no aaa better DC. 
-Dalvin Tomlinson Sr. Alabama 
Just another pro prospect on the defensive line for the nation’s best D. 
Jaleel Johnson 
Might be one of those lowa guys who was way better than you thought. 
. | Tanzel Smart Sr. Tulane 
On draft boards because he had 62 techics, 15 for loss, last season. 


"Derrick Nnadi Jr. Flori 
Helped FSU's run-stuffing g improve i in 2015; aims to be pass- rush ) terror, too. 


Allen Back to Help the 


Robinson and Jarran Reed. 

With that trio, offenses 
struggled to establish 
tempo, run up the middle 
and convert third downs. 

“It makes my job so 
much easier,” Allen said 
during Alabama's stretch 
run to the Southeastern Conference and national championships. “I never get 
double-teamed, | never have a side-slide my way because they have to worry 
about A’Shawn and J-Reed. It really frees me up a lot.” 

The numbers backed that up. Allen finished the season with 12 sacks, the 
most of any Alabama player since Nick Saban arrived in 2007. With 7.5 more 
he'll have the most of any college player Saban has coached, topping Julian 
Peterson, who recorded 25 for him at Michigan State (1998-99). 

Nevertheless, Allen was still overlooked by some while playing in the 
shadow of his massive linemates. For example, while Allen was named All- 
SEC, Robinson landed consensus All-American status and was a finalist for the 
Outland Trophy for the best interior lineman in college football. 

“| mean, | guess. It really doesn’t matter to me,” Allen said about the atten- 
tion Reed and Robinson received. “I don’t care.” 

In a way, he proved it by not joining them in the NFL Draft, opting to return 
to Alabama for his final year of eligibility. 

“| have Allen in the first round,” ESPN draft analyst Mel Kiper Jr. said before 
Allen made his decision. “When you're that big and you have the pass-rush 
ability he has ... Allen was an underrated player all through his career. It was 
always A’Shawn Robinson and it was Jarran Reed, and then there’s Allen show- 
ing up big in key moments just about every game.” 

Although Allen received a second-round grade from the NFL draft advisory 
committee, Kiper projected him as a potential top 20 pick. However, he didn't 
know about Allen’s ongoing shoulder problem that could have been a red flag 
and caused his draft stock to drop. 

So Allen went ahead and had surgery shortly after Alabama defeated 
Clemson to cap the 2015 season. Allen missed the Crimson Tide’s spring, 
but his teammates were thrilled to still have him around in the locker room. 

“| was pretty excited, because | know he is a good pass rusher and we 
could always use a good pass rusher,” senior defensive end Dalvin Tomlinson 
said. “I feel like he was pretty close (to declaring), but | think he wanted to stay 
and graduate for his family.” 

Although the names next to him will be different, Allen, who has played 
in 41 games, was already considered a team leader and can help form a new 
nucleus on the line with Tomlinson, Freshman All-American Da’Ron Payne and 
Da’Shawn Hand, among others. 

He can also help bring the same mentality that the 2015 line had at 
practice — that anyone who wasn't willing to go all out to help win the national 
championship should get the heck out of the way. 

Besides, if he can post comparable numbers without Reed and Robinson, 
he'll only look that much better when the 2017 NFL Draft rolls around. The stats 
will take care of themselves. 

“Pass rushing is about relentless effort. If you give relentless effort you get 
results,” Allen said. “We're not really worried about sacks. We're worried about 
putting pressure and affecting the quarterback. The sacks just happen 
to follow.” 


JONATHAN ALLEN 


— Christopher Walsh 
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2015 training camp. 
Nearing the start of what would be his first full season as the 
Wildcats’ starting middle linebacker, he realized there was an entirely new level 
to which he still wanted to ascend for his sophomore season. 
And he knew just the guy to go to for help. 


A nthony Walker had an epiphany one moming during Northwestern's 


TOP INSIDE LINEBACKERS 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
Raekwon McMillan Jr. Ohio State 
Former 5-star is leaner, meaner es at center of OSU's revamped D. 
Anthony Walker Nor 
On way to ing coach Pat Fitejerad as ‘ 
. | Zach Cunningham Jr. Vanderbilt 
Impressive: First-team All-SEC as a de lich Lie (16.5 TFLs, four FFs). 


. | Reuben Foster 
Will be wielding Alabama's fusion Ravieneh The Reggie fo Roaale Ragland of 2016. 
Kendell Beckwith Sr. LSU 
Likely would have been a Day 2 ~< in the NFL Diet if he left early. 
Malik Jefferson. Se Te 
Whether Inside or out, he’s the ron the face of ihe Longhorns: 
. | Keith Kelsey Louisville 
All-ACC eae was leadi ing tackler i 07, 12 TFLs) for top 20 defense. 
. | JordanEvans 5 
Might have been different story ithe hadn't 


“Riley Bullough igan State 


Sr. 
Added 106 tackles last season to the on acy egneh at ae 


Cameron Smith — USC 
Superb as a true freshman before injasicit thatthe eeeoee 


Hardy Nickerson Jr. Sr. Illinois 
Transferred from Cal in the Spring’ * a dad (new on Illini coaching staff). 


Micah Kiser ¢ inia 
"An all-league anchor for | Bronco Menientalts es scheme. 


TOP OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS 


RK _ NAME ___CLASS_COLLEGE _ 


Jabrill Peppers. Michigan 
CFB’s ultimate hybrid c can be ote en res we cal him All-American. 


I Florida 

Choe  thiticism, high football, Q, nasty streak. Trifectal 

Devonte Fields Sr. Louisville 

Long, strange path from TCU to ee now, Anil beats a path to the QB. 
Tim Williams. x 

If elite pass rusher can handle eth tea ShOUl be No. 1 here. 
Jalen Reeves-Maybin Sr. Tennessee 

Has more en 100 stops each of fas two years; 25 TFLs in that span. 
“Skai Moo! 5 South Carolina 
Led team iat ieee can ses RES ae 


Ww , second-team All-ACC. 
9. | Vince Biegel Sr. Wisconsin 
Has chance to be as good this vets as Joe ae was for Badgers in 2015. 
10.  orsene A alae E Oklahoma State — ’ 
ped gone from Stephen F. Austin to. oh. Big: 12 winthe Cowboys. 
aa Brown Sr. Mississippi State 
Good: 109 tackles, 13 for wee ebe His beard has its own Twitter page. 


_ UCLA 
a second-team Pac-12 honors. 


Learning from a Legend, 
Walker Makes His Own Mark 


“| want to learn to see 
the game — the way you 
see it,” Walker told his 
head coach, Pat Fitzgerald, 
who happens to be the 
greatest middle linebacker 
in school history. “I’m not 
seeing it yet. Can you 
teach me?” 

That put a twinkle in the eye of the 41-year-old Fitzgerald, who, as a 
player, won the Nagurski and Bednarik awards — presented to the nation’s top 
defensive player — in 1995 and 1996. The pair carved out time to watch tape 
together, a habit that carried over into the season. 

As their football bond strengthened, Walker's confidence grew. 

On Saturdays, he was a tackling machine and the engine that drove the 
nation’s 13th-ranked defense. The rest of the week, he'd take wisdom imparted 
by his coaches — often direct from Fitzgerald — and share it with teammates, 
the sort of authentic leadership that enabled the Wildcats to blossom into 
a 10-win surprise. 

“He's a coach's dream,” Fitzgerald says of the junior. “You say, ‘I want you 
to use your hands better. This is how you do it.’ You're going to see him go work 
at it, and then he's going to start coaching other guys. 

“He's going to be a CEO someday. This kid plays like an animal, and then 
he walks off the field and he’s a gentleman.” 

The 6-1, 235-pounder totaled 120 tackles and was an Associated Press 
third-team All-American last season. As far as he’s concerned, that doesn't even 
begin to cut it. 

“One of my goals was to win the Butkus last year,” he says of the award 
given to the nation’s top linebacker, “but | wasn’t even a finalist. | wasn’t even 
on the watch list. That's definitely my goal this year, to win the Butkus and be 
the best linebacker in the nation, like my coach was.” 

Fitzgerald isn't the only (or the best) linebacker Walker tries to emulate. 

A Miami native whose only Power 5 scholarship offers came from Northwestern, 
Minnesota and Purdue, Walker is a lifelong Miami Hurricanes fan and a devoted 
follower of — who else? — Ray Lewis. 

Ask him why, and he'll launch right into a rendition of one of Lewis’ famous 
motivational speeches. 

“Effort is between you and you,” he says. “Nobody can give you effort.” 

Walker's defensive teammates admire him, aspire to work as hard as he 
does and, this year more than ever, see him as their motivational leader. It's 
seriously lofty status for a player who at times felt invisible in high school while 
fellow Class of 2013 Miami linebackers Matthew Thomas (now at Florida State) 
and Jermaine Grace (now at The U) won the accolades. 

Many of Walker's friends still don't know the first thing about Northwestern. 
Walker himself says that he didn't, either, until Wildcats coaches began recruit- 
ing him. NU got to him after Purdue and Minnesota, but Walker says the choice 
to go purple was an easy one. 

“Now, | wouldn't change it if | could,” he says. “Northwestern is the best 
place in the world to me.” 

And Walker is one of its best-ever linebackers. Just ask the expert. 

“He has a chance to be the very best,” Fitzgerald says. “Let's not even 
insult Anthony's athleticism by comparing him to me. Beyond that, he has all the 
intangibles you want — great student of the game, terrific leader. And he is far 
from satisfied.” 
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ANTHONY WALKER 


— Steve Greenberg 
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PLAYER RATINGS 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 


The Pick King: lowa Senior 
Majoring in INTs 


D esmond King, the cornerback who picked off a Michigan high school 


“You just have to play the 
ball whenever you can and 
take that advantage.” 

King tied lowa’s 
season record with eight, 
equaling Nile Kinnick 


record 29 passes at East English Village Prep, played his first 18 games 
at lowa with zero interceptions. After nearly a season and half, the kid was 
stuck on zero. 


Then, in 2015, it was nearly all interceptions all the time. 
“Once | broke through, catching that first interception, it felt good,” King said. 
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TOP CORNERBACKS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
Desmond King 
INT numbers pop out; tackling abit also the ony vel everyone. 


Jalen Tabor Pou) erioridate 
_Ex-teammate Vernon ves. went No. 11 in draft. (Tabor is better.) 


" Jourdan Lewis Sr. Michigan 
|_ Credit his superior Closing speed ee Usk record 20 PBUs last season. 


' Cameron Sutton 
_ Widely projected as a first-round oak ‘had he ertered 30 "2016 draft. 


Adoree’ Jackson Jr. USC 
_ Special all-around talent likely to a only on D this season. 


“ Shawun Lurry 
FBS-best nine I t nine INTs last seaso apesari nite 


Cordrea Tankersley Sr. Clemson 
A bigger CB who made four INTs a ee Meck Alexander. 


Tre'Davious White 


A fourth-year starter who joins | Lu’ jong line. of bie -pleying! DBs. 


Damontae Kaz San Diego State 


Sr. 
_75 tackles and eight INTs from the “ Defensive Sat of the Year, 


"Jordan Thomas | “Ok! Kiahoria 
_The new No. 1 CB in the Big 12 now that OU OU's Za anchez is off to NFL. 


Jamar Summers Jr. UConi 
| One of his 8 INTs stopped Houston i in the final minute rh UConn Stunner. 


‘Sidney Jones _ Washington 


| Co-star in Husky secondary led pastia 12 with 14 pass. break- ups in in'16, 


TOP SAFETIES 


CLASS COLLEGE 


Derwin James So. Florida State 
We wouldn't be shocked if he’s = fat oa prospect ina jeneration. 


Jamal Adams Thy 

"All-league S free to roam more 0 De ja's aot 
"Eddie Jackson Alabam: 

Plenty comfy last season after nog from CB; led Bama with 6 INTs. 
Budda Baker shington 

Lacks great size, but has savy ball skis an and aitheh wigitre you sta 


Tony Conner Sr. Ole Miss 
| Coming back from knee injury, he's the Reb's Hebe libblds X-factor. 


NAME 


fi 


- Quin Blanding “Jr. sane ia 
Living up to 5-star billing with ee: back seasons of 100 tackles. 


Marcus Maye lorida 
Made 82 tackles, forced five tums on | stout Gators DI last season. 


Josh | Harvey-Clemons Louisville 
| Can do so much at 6-5, 230 (as Tras A&M found out i 
Demetrious Cox _ Mich ate 
At CB or S, he's party salty. And go find video of his INT vs. lowa last year. 
Weston Steelhammer Sr. Ai 
Two-time All-MW; 11 INTs, 16 ms ome name for a safety ever. 


Marcus Willia Utah wy 
First-team AlL-Pacs12 free safety paca middle as well as ane 


(1939) and Lou King (1981). 
He led the Big Ten and tied 

for second in the nation. When all of the postseason honors were handed out, King 

reeled in the Jim Thorpe Award as the nation’s top defensive back and was 

a consensus All-American. 

King knows all about Kinnick, the Heisman winner whose name adorns lowa’s 
stadium. 

“It means a lot to me,” said King, who announced in January he would return 
for his senior season at lowa. “Just being up there with one of the greats, with 
his name on the stadium, it’s a privilege to be up there and have that next to my 
name.” 

King's eighth interception last season — a leaping grab along the lowa side- 
line, with King getting a foot down before tumbling out of bounds — came against 
Indiana quarterback Nate Sudfeld. His first career interception also came against 
Sudfeld in 2014. In his last 16 games, King has picked off 10 passes. 

King has grown by leaps and bounds since he was thrust into the starting 
lineup in his first game as a true freshman in 2013. lowa coach Kirk Ferentz talks 
about King’s “instincts,” but there is more at work here than just natural ability. 

“Instinct is an overused word,” Ferentz said. “A lot of times, | think it's just 
because guys prepare and they really are serious about what they're doing.” 

As a sophomore, King realized the value in the extra work, including a height- 
ened awareness of film study. 

“| had chances my freshman year, but | didn't play the ball like | am now,” 
he said. 

“As a freshman, | didn’t know anything. | had a lot to study and learn, learning 
the defense. | was just trying to get my feet wet. It wasn't there for me at the time, 
but then my sophomore year, it came.” 

Even with the 29 interceptions as a prep in the Detroit area, King wasn't 
heavily recruited. He was ranked 1,085th nationally in the 247Sports Composite. 
The three-star recruit had offers from Ball State and Central Michigan, among other 
Mid-American Conference schools. 

Wisconsin showed interest and so did lowa secondary coach and defensive 
coordinator Phil Parker, who recruits Detroit for the Hawkeyes. He took his time 
getting to know King and ultimately loved everything he saw. 

“My biggest thing is looking for football players who can help you,” Parker said. 

“To me, | think you can get lost in a place like Detroit, where there are so many 
good athletes. ... | think what happens in this recruiting process is that a lot of kids 
get stars based on who they get offered by. Sometimes, | think people don't always 
do their correct homework on guys.” 

Parker's homework has paid off. All of last season, King displayed an amazing 
gift for turning, finding and tracking the ball at top speed. And coaches give King 
high marks for his physical run support, always a key skill in the Big Ten. 

“| think he's still got another step to go, personally,” Ferentz said. 

The big question for 2016 is whether he'll get the opportunities to make picks. 
Quarterbacks may decide his side of the field is not worth the risk. 

— Marc Morehouse 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


ALL PURPOSE 


McCaffrey raised from 
good stock on The Farm 


0 not be offended. Christian McCaffrey totally gets it. It's completely 


D fine to ask Stanford's all-purpose superstar to name the last white 


running back to win the Heisman Trophy. 


“Is it (John) Heisman himself?” McCaffrey asked. 


No, not exactly. Forgive the young. The 20-year-old son of a former NFL 


RK NAME CLASS 
iP 


TOP KICKERS 


COLLEGE 


Daniel Carlson Jr. Auburn 
We were sold when he hit 4 of 5 ao 50-plus a =e season. 


| Jake Elliott 


| Award-filled career includes 60 made field Gosia? teh of 50-plus. 


Andy Phillips Sr. Utah 
Has hit 63 of 75 in career — and lal hold up at long distance. 


Aidan Schneider Oregon 
Built like a LB, he Trade 22 of 24 Fas ‘last season, with a long of 47. 


Josh Lambert Jr. West Virginia 

2014 Groza Award finalist, but spe for first three games in 2016. 
Griffin Oak - India 

| Drilled a vara as freshman anes first-team Ai g Ten last year. 


Justin Yoon So. Notre 
Top-rated kicker in 2015 class nace’ final 12 es as cat ig of 52). 


. | Austin Seibert ., 


4 Under pressure a as true frosh, hit iar “of 23 Be ase q 42 yards) 


punt. 
TOP PUNTERS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Austin Rehkow — “Sr. ~ Idaho 
His career aha as three-year el is 47.2 yards per punt. 


| Instant star as true frosh: eight rece’ 


JKS Alabama 
Can't fount he led nation with ses average two seasons ago. 


Dalton Schom: Florida Atlantic 


1p 
No. 5 nationally in 2014, No. 1 a (48. 0 yards) last Season 


Cameron. Johnston 


t _Sr. 
Has twice led Big. Ten in punting; C OSU 


Michael Carrizosa 
His average of 47.5 yards last season was third in the nation. 


Hayden Hunt Sr. Colorado. 
Upped his average to 46.0 last ear and was third-team AP. 


Johnny Townsend Jr. Florida 
Helped Gators play to their D with a == net of 42.0 yards per punt. 


rAterioan 


. | Sam Foltz ‘Nebraska 
Slowed early by injury, he stil aston 44.2 yards and was All-Big Ten. 


TOP ALL PURPOSE 


NAME CLASS _ COLLEGE 


Christian McCaffrey dr. ‘Stanfo! rd 
hares a me NCAA season ae of 3,864 ve out of reach. 


Both if fis Of ‘imited, love acon of CB/TD aking retum man. 
Christian Kirk So. Texas A&M 
Shifty, festi wet A&M freshman mark with 4 88 all-purpose yards. 


. | Ryan Switze! ot Sr. North Carolina 


| Productive WR has seven career punt ret TDs. one off NCAA record. 


Will Likely Maryland 
Ajl-American punt returner anda | ast comarbenk at 5-foot-7. 


KaVo ttae Turpin Soyo. TCUS 
ts te eiving TDs, 


DeVon Edwards 


e in both return games. _ 


Sr. Duke 
101 tackles : as a standout safety; er kick a scores, oes 


[Cras sgid'ACiO0 Yard core oh aereaption retum. 
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receiver can be excused 
for not knowing college 
football's most prestigious 
trophy only bears the name 
of Heisman, a college 
football pioneer. 

McCaffrey failed the 
pop quiz while the big picture awaits. That includes targeting the important 
things on his football radar — running, catching, returning kicks and returning 
punts. 

Those skills as one are lumped together in a fading, if not forgotten, stat 
— all-purpose yardage. In this age of specialization, coaches don't trust their 
tailbacks to play entire games, much less touch the ball — as McCaffrey did — 
31 times per contest. 

With a remarkable 3,864 all-purpose yards, McCaffrey shattered Barry 
Sanders’ 27-year-old single-season all-purpose mark of 3,250 yards. 

Consider that McCaffrey finished second in Heisman voting, but that was 
before he averaged 15.3 yards a play in a dominating Rose Bowl performance 
against lowa, when he amassed 368 all-purpose yards. That gave way to 
a general realization that in this playoff age, Heisman voting comes too early. 

“Christian's mentality, he’s always on the attack,” Stanford coach David 
Shaw said. “He doesn’t believe in downshifting. There’s no fourth gear. Every- 
thing is fifth gear. He’s very intense in meetings.” 

McCaffrey is perhaps college football's most electrifying player since 
USC's Reggie Bush a decade ago. 

Oh yeah, McCaffrey also happens to be white, playing a position dominat- 
ed by African-Americans. Just check that Heisman list: The last white running 
back to win the stiff-armed trophy was Penn State’s John Cappelletti in 1973. 

A quarter-century later, and there’s speedy Stanford wideout Ed McCaffrey 
eyeing “a beautiful girl ... hoping she'd say yes when | asked her to go out on 
a date.” 

That beautiful girl happened to be speedy Stanford soccer forward Lisa 
Sime. Five years later, she was Mrs. McCaffrey and being interviewed by 
Sports Iilustrated for a profile on her Denver Bronco husband, when she 
snapped off a memorable one-liner that would eventually frame their second 
son's breakout career: “That's why Ed and | got together — so we could breed 
fast white guys.” 

Lisa and Ed have four football-playing sons. Max was a receiver at Duke. 
Dylan is a 6-4 quarterback at Valor Christian High School near Denver. The 
youngest, Luke, spent 2015 as a ninth-grader playing junior varsity. 

“It's funny — you look down the list, there’s not a lot of white running 
backs,” Christian McCaffrey said. “I take that on. | own up to it. It's all in good 
fun. | catch myself laughing at it all the time.” 

As a redshirt sophomore at Stanford last season, McCaffrey accounted 
for 73 yards a game more than any other player in FBS — 276 yards a game. 
That's 144 rushing (second-best in the country behind Heisman winner Derrick 
Henry of Alabama), 46 receiving, 76 on kick returns and another nine on punt 
returns. 

At 6-0, 200 pounds, he’s the durable runner who fits a physical pattern 
established at Stanford. He is the latest in a line of raw-boned tailbacks to line 
up behind a massive Cardinal line, perpetuating a stereotype that has nothing 
to do with race. 

Toby Gerhart, Stepfan Taylor and Tyler Gaffney each rushed for at least 
1,100-yard seasons on The Farm since 2009. All were in the NFL last season. 
This Stanford tailback, however, is magic in the open field: McCaffrey 
bolted for more than 10 yards on 76 plays from scrimmage last season — 

most in the country. 

For what it’s worth, that sounds more like Reggie Bush than John Cappelletti. 


— Dennis Dodd 
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TOP 10 


BACKFIELD 


Here are the rules: We're looking for teams that 
have a great quarterback AND a great running back, 
or, in the most blessed of cases, have multiples of all 
that positional greatness. So that's why you won't see 
a team with a superstar back and a new quarterback 
(Stanford, for example) or a pro prospect QB and a 
tepid ground attack (hey, Ole Miss). We're looking for 
the complete backfield. 


1. CLEMSON 


The Tigers have a quarterback who passed 
for more than 4,100 yards and two players who ran 
for more than 1,000 yards. One of the runners was 
actually also the quarterback, which is a neat trick and 
helps explain why junior Deshaun Watson is without 
peer. The full-time tailback, Wayne Gallman, had a 
breakthrough sophomore season with 1,527 rushing 
yards and 13 touchdowns. 


2. OKLAHOMA 


Bob Stoops shook up his coaching staff before 
the 2015 season, bringing in offensive coordinator 
Lincoln Riley to install a version of the Air Raid at- 
tack that fueled Stoops’ early OU tenure. QB Baker 
Mayfield ran it flawlessly, but it took the coaches about 
half of last season before figuring out how to use 
bowling-ball running back Samaje Perine (70-yard 
average through six games; 132.8 in final seven) while 


deftly mixing in Joe Mixon (753 rushing yards, 356 
receiving yards, 11 total touchdowns). Full season of 
this is scary. 


3. BAYLOR 


The Bears were in great hands with Seth Russell 
last season, but then he suffered a neck injury, open- 
ing the door for promising freshman Jarrett Stidham, 
who looked every inch the part ... until he suffered a 
season-ending injury. Both were back in the spring — 
we'd give Russell and his experience an edge come 
the fall — but there’s no bad choice. Senior running 
back Shock Linwood (3,462 career yards) is all kinds 
of right, too. 


4. TENNESSEE 


Quarterback Joshua Dobbs is a do-it-all threat 
who has twice passed for more than 300 yards while 
tunning for 100 in a game. The only other SEC players 
in the past 20 years to do that are Johnny Manziel and 
Tim Tebow. The 1-2 punch at running back is powerful 
Jalen Hurd and slippery Alvin Kamara, who also is the 
team’s top returning receiver. 


5. NOTRE DAME 


There's no going wrong between Malik Zaire and 
DeShone Kizer at the most important position on the 
field. Both quarterbacks can spin it, and both excel at 
keeping plays alive. Running backs Josh Adams and 
Tarean Folston have loads of ability. 


6. MIAMI 


The pro scouts already seem to love junior 
quarterback Brad Kaaya, who should be able to make 


Photo by David Grooms/Cal Sport Media via AP Images 


all the throws for new head coach Mark Richt and his 
pro-style approach. Joseph Yearby and Mark Walton 
mean fresh legs at tailback. 


7. WASHINGTON 


Coach Chris Petersen has long had a recruiting 
philosophy, dating from his Boise State days: OKG. 
Our Kinda Guys. Quarterback Jake Browning and 
running back Myles Gaskin — both sophomores — 
are EKGs. Everybody's Kinda Guys. 


8. IOWA 


C.J. Beathard is a rock-solid quarterback — good 
at everything, if great at none. And he’s a clutch guy, 
a big deal for a team that’s likely to find itself in a lot 
of close games. The running back combo of LeShun 
Daniels and Akrum Wadley could prove to be the Big 
Ten’s best. If Daniels can stay healthy, he'll be 
a workhorse. 


9. USF 


The Bulls won eight games last season, finished 
second in the American Athletic East division and 
averaged 33.6 points per game. QB Quinton Flowers 
(2,296 passing yards, 991 rushing yards) and RB 
Marlon Mack (2,422 yards in two seasons) are back. 


10. BYU 


It's hard not to root for a successful comeback for 
tough-luck Taysom Hill in his sixth season, but 2015 
replacement Tanner Mangum, with his Hail Mary- 
passing, is special, too. Senior RB Jamaal Williams, 
who left school last August, is back and within range 
of the school’s career rushing record. 


TOP 10 
RECEIVERS 


1. TEXAS A&M 


Two talented Aggies quarterbacks transferred away 
from the best receiving corps in the country after last 
season. Hmmm. Texas A&M retains four guys who could 
be No. 1 targets almost anywhere — Christian Kirk, Josh 
Reynolds, Ricky Seals-Jones and Speedy Noil. Anew 
coordinator, veteran Noel Mazzone, a faster-paced offense 
and full season of OU transfer quarterback Trevor Knight 
could raise numbers across the board. 


2. ALABAMA 


The Tide has a lot of mouths to feed. Calvin 
Ridley, as a freshman, made Alabama forget about 
Amari Cooper with a smooth 1,000-yard season. Then 
there’s ArDarius Stewart, a coming-back-from-injury 
Robert Foster, Cam Sims and get-him-the-damn-ball 
TE 0.J. Howard. Bowling Green transfer Gehrig 
Dieter was set to join the team in the summer to 
expand the receiver rotation to three hockey lines. 
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OFFENSE 


3. CLEMSON 


It's almost enough that Mike Williams is coming 
back from a serious neck injury to regain his status 
as a first-round pick. But Clemson wants to be known 
as Wide Receiver U and states its case with Artavis 
Scott, multiple emerging five-star recruits, productive 
walk-on Hunter Renfrow ... cover them all, and you 
steal have to deal with tight end Jordan Leggett. 


4. MICHIGAN 


We are talking about serious NFL talent in tight 
end Jake Butt and wideouts Jehu Chesson and Amara 
Darboh. Chesson is a speed guy who needs special 
attention in any defensive game plan. Darboh is 
a powerhouse who should be a tremendous weapon 
in the red zone. 


5. Lsu 


The Tigers don't have the receiver depth of the 
teams ahead of them here, but Malachi Dupre and 
Travin Dural are one of the top duos in the SEC 
(which says a lot this year) and are next in the LSU 
receiver pipeline to the NFL. 


6. FLORIDA STATE 


Assuming the quarterback is at least, well, 
passable this season, Travis Rudolph is ready for 
a monster season. The 5-8 Kermit Whitfield is a blur, 
but you don't want to throw the fade to him in the red 
zone. That's where spring star Auden Tate, all 6-5 of 
him, makes the corps complete. 


7. OLE MISS 


The Rebels are going to be fine after losing first- 
round NFL draft pick Laquon Treadwell, which isn’t 
what you would expect. But most teams don't have 
Quincy Adeboyejo, Damore’ea Stringfellow and tight 
end Evan Engram as returning threats. 


8. WASHINGTON STATE 


Senior Gabe Marks is a yappy L.A. kid who had 
the talent to pretty much go to any school in the West. 
He ended up in Pullman, and he ended up staying 
after an all-conference junior season with 104 catches. 
River Cracraft leads a supporting cast o’ plenty. 


9. OREGON 


Darren Carrington was limited to being a half- 
season star because of suspension in 2015, but that 
half season was spectacular. Dwayne Stanford is a 
fine target, few are faster than Devon Allen and two- 
way star Charles Nelson appears to be paring 
his two-way responsibilities to offense. 


10. NOTRE DAME 


Torii Hunter Jr. — yes, you know who his old man 
is — could make the biggest leap of any wide receiver 
in college football. The rangy Equanimeous St. Brown 
has huge potential. It'll be fascinating to see what the 


Irish do with young skyscraper Alize Jones, listed at 
tight end but probably not definable by any positional 
designation. 


TOP 10 


OFFENSIVE LINE 


1. USC 


Mountainous right tackle Zach Banner blocks 
out the sun, and left tackle Chad Wheeler casts a 
good-looking shadow on the other side. We don’t even 
know where to begin at guard. Viane Talamaivao and 
Damien Mama should hold on to starting jobs, but if 
they don't, that's a good thing because others with 
starting experience are pushing them. Toa Lobendahn 
could wind up at guard, too, or he could be back at 
center, where Khaliel Rodgers is returning from injury. 
We don't see any other team with this kind of depth, 
experience and talent up front. 


2. CLEMSON 


Left tackle Mitch Hyatt played way beyond his 
years as a true freshman for a team that came a few 
whiskers from a 15-0 season. Center Jay Guillermo is 
rock-solid, right guard Tyrone Crowder is a returning 
starter and nobody in the spring was sweating bullets 
that the offense would go off the rails just because last 
year’s leader, left guard Eric Mac Lain, is no longer 
around. The Tigers have depth, versatility and the youth 
that suggests the line isn’t close to its ceiling yet. 


3. LSU 


Leonard Fournette only needs about six inches 
of daylight; he'll get more. Center Ethan Pocic, guard 
Will Clapp and very promising sophomore Maea 


Photo by John Pyle 


Teuhema (who could move from guard to tackle) form 
the nucleus of what Les Miles wants to do with the 
ground game. 


4. PiTT 


The Panthers have an All-ACC left side of the 
line with tackle Adam Bisnowaty and guard Dorian 
Johnson. With two other returning starters, Pitt is more 
than ready to usher star running back James Conner 
back onto the field after he missed last season. 


5. TENNESSEE 


With depth and experience, these guys get it 
done more with cohesion than brand-name individuals, 
although center Coleman Thomas is a good candidate 
for end-of-season lists. Jashon Robertson, Dylan 
Wiesman and emerging sophomore Chance Hall 
are good enough to hold off the SEC’s defensive 
monsters. 


6. ALABAMA 


The Tide had the best line in the country last 
season, and this isn’t that, but it will just have to do. 
First-round draft pick Ryan Kelly was last year’s glue 
at center, and the new brains of the operation will be 
Ross Pierschbacher, who moves over from guard. 
All-American Cam Robinson is still dropping anchor at 
left tackle, and potentially having a true freshman start 
at right tackle doesn't sound problematic as much as it 
sounds like the beat going on in Tuscaloosa. 


7. NORTH CAROLINA 


The readiness of quarterback Mitch Trubisky — 
the lingering Tar Heels’ topic going into fall camp — 
is offset by the security firm of tackle Jon Heck, guard 
Caleb Peterson and center Lucas Crowley. 


8. NOTRE DAME 


The Irish lost a superstar in left tackle Ronnie 
Stanley, but utterly massive senior Mike McGlinchey 
will move to that spot and lock it down. Junior guard 
Quenton Nelson is one of the best in the land. With 
right tackle Alex Bars back from injury, the line 
becomes a major team strength. 


9. UTAH 


Four starters return from the flat-out toughest 
outfit in the Pac-12, outside of those sons-of-guns 
from Stanford, which doesn’t have the experience to 
make this list this season. Utah has that, led by tackle 
J.J. Dielman, with potential help coming from JC stud 
Garett Bolles. 


10. OHIO STATE 


The unit isn't as star-studded as it was a year 
ago, but that group didn’t coalesce as well as most 
observers expected it would. Senior center Pat Elflein 
— who could easily be in the NFL — is determined to 
make the Buckeyes great again up front. Guard Billy 
Price could play anywhere, for anybody. 
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DEFENSIVE LINE 


7 


1. ALABAMA 


Losing a pair of defensive linemen to the 
second round of the NFL Draft is about as much a 
bother to Nick Saban as a bit of fuzz on his crimson 
golf shift. Brush it off and move on. He and his staff 
already have done the hard work, bringing in copi- 
ous five-star talent — and not all of it leaves early. 
Senior Jonathan Allen is a potential first-rounder, 
and he’s joined by senior Dalvin Tomlinson and 
soon-to-be stars Da’Ron Payne and Da’Shawn 
Hand. 


2. MICHIGAN 


This group has best-in-the-country potential, led 
by 6-5, 303-pound fifth-year senior Chris Wormley, 
who has the size to line up anywhere on the line and 
be a dominant force. Interior guys Bryan Mone and 
Ryan Glasgow are back from injury and ready to roll. 
Keep an eye on mega-recruit Rashan Gary in his 
true freshman campaign. 


3. FLORIDA STATE 


The Seminoles ranked ninth in scoring defense 
last season, and when defensive end DeMarcus 
Walker announced he was coming back as a senior, 
another such ranking was pretty much a lock. 
Walker (10.5 sacks, 15.5 tackles for loss, four forced 
fumbles) joins forces with scratching-the-surface 
sophomore Josh Sweat at defensive end, with 
Derrick Nnadi helping with the grunt work inside. 


4. UTAH 


The Utes were sixth nationally in rush defense 
and 16th in sacks last season, and they will be 
all of that again in 2016. Defensive tackle Lowell 
Lotulelei is our Pac-12 preseason Defensive Player 
of the Year, while end Hunter Dimick is back after an 
injury-plagued season to fully combine forces with 
opposite end Kylie Fitts. 


5. MICHIGAN STATE 


Think the Spartans duo of tackle Malik 
McDowell and end Demetrius Cooper plans to 
remain in the shadow of Michigan's defensive line? 
Heck no. Many believe McDowell is better right now 
than Shilique Calhoun was. Cooper has a shot to be 
one of the most improved players in the Big Ten. 


6. TCU 


All-Big 12 end Josh Carraway is joined by the 
team's 2014 sack leader James McFarland, who 
missed last season because of injury. Now, the 


Horned Frogs have the best-case scenario — two 
hard-to-block ends, with a solid Aaron Curry on the 
interior. 


7. FLORIDA 


Caleb Brantley is the best D-lineman in the 
country — hey, that’s what he said this spring — and 
it's a reasonable enough statement to not fight him 
on it. Defensive ends Bryan Cox Jr and sophomore 
CeCe Jefferson, a former five-star recruit, are 
special, too, for an always-good defense. 


S. MISSOURI 


Edge rusher Charles Harris is the star of the 
moment for Mizzou, having earned second-team 
All-SEC honors last season. He'll have to be even 
better this season just to be the best D-lineman on 
his team because end Walter Brady and tackle Terry 
Beckner Jr. — both sophomores — are the next big 
thing for the Tigers. 


9. CLEMSON 


Clemson has a plug-and-play history of pain- 
inflicting defensive ends, which is why we think the 
line will keep on moving without Shaq Lawson and 
Kevin Dodd. Sure, the strength of the line might now 
be in the interior with Carlos Watkins and Christian 
Wilkins, but that’s not such a bad way to be. 


10. UCLA 


Like what the Bruins are doing here, going to 
a 4-3 this season, which is going to put the athletic, 
speedy Takkarist McKinley in more space. UCLA 
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loses Kenny Clark but brings back immovable object 
Eddie Vanderdoes, a defensive tackle who missed 
almost all of last season with a torn ACL. 


TOP 10 
LINEBACKERS 


1. ALABAMA 


Nick Saban shuffled his linebacker deck this 
spring and, as you might guess, he had a hand full 
of aces. Reuben Foster is the new alpha-dog middle 
linebacker, inheriting the role from Reggie Ragland, 
who got it from Trey DePriest, who followed C.J. 
Mosley ... and you get the idea of the lineage. 
Rashaan Evans moved inside, Ryan Anderson is 
taking over the hybrid “Jack” spot, and Tim Williams 
is determined to show everyone he's not just a 
situational pass-rusher, he’s an offense-wrecking, 
three-down linebacker. 


2. LOUISVILLE 


That Devonte Fields has been reclassified from 
defensive end to outside linebacker over the course 
of his career from TCU to Louisville boosts the 
Cardinals’ four-man LB unit near the top of the class. 
Few are better than Fields at making a beeline 
for the quarterback; Keith Kelsey is a returning 
All-ACC talent; senior Trevon Young is a returning 
starter; and junior Stacy Thomas has a chance to be 
exceptional. 


Ee Glasgow 


36 Lindy’s Sports Annuals 


www.lindyssports.com 2016 


Photo by AP Photo/Palrick Semansky 


3. OHIO STATE 


By season's end, this Buckeyes crew could be 
nothing but household names. Big thumper Rae- 
kwon McMillan already is a star on the inside, but 
wait until everyone sees what outside guys Dante 
Booker and Chris Worley can do. Booker is a former 
five-star recruit. Worley nearly beat out Darron Lee 
in 2014. 


4. BOSTON COLLEGE 


Yes, senior Matt Milano fits right in with the 
BC linebacker tradition; few have his burst into the 
backfield, which led to 17.5 tackles for loss and 6.5 
sacks last season. Connor Strachan is another good 
one for an Eagles defense that finished behind only 
Alabama against the run last season. 


5. TENNESSEE 


The Vols play a 4-2-5 base and do so with 
an established SEC star in Jalen Reeves-Maybin. 
But by the end of the spring, Darrin Kirkland Jr. — 
who made 66 tackles as a true freshman middle 
linebacker last season — looked like the main man 
for UT and a 2016 breakout star. 


6. WISCONSIN 


The Badgers have tons of quality to work with. It 
starts with outside ‘backer Vince Biegel, who's in line 
for a monster season. And the T.J.s — inside man 
Edwards and outside man Watt (yes, that Watt fam- 
ily) — have high ceilings. Chris Orr and Jack Cichy 
are proven contributors. 


7. MICHIGAN STATE 


With Ed Davis back for a sixth year, the Spar- 
tans are as set as they could hope to be. Three-year 
starter Riley Bullough keeps everything locked down 
inside. Jon Reschke is a huge talent. 


8. TCU 


Gary Patterson and staff MacGyvered 
a productive unit out of spare parts last season, 
when the linebackers were young, injured and 
otherwise decimated. Now, the benefits. We're not 
sure we can tell you exactly what it's all going to 
look like — but with Travin Howard, Montrel Wilson, 
Ty Summers, JC transfer Tyree Horton and Sammy 
Douglas (back from injury), it's going to be good. 


9. MICHIGAN 


There isn't a great deal of tested depth, but 
there is serious star quality with Jabrill Peppers — 
one of the most uniquely gifted players in America 
— set to dominate after a switch from safety. Ben 
Gedeon should be a strong performer on the inside. 


10. OKLAHOMA STATE 


The Cowboys have two of the best linebackers 
in the Big 12 — senior Jordan Burton and junior 
middle man Chad Whitener, who left a scholarship 


Jalen Tabor 


at Cal to walk-on with the Cowboys. 


TOP 10 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 


1. FLORIDA 


It's Jalen Tabor's world now that teammate 
Vernon Hargreaves III is off to the NFL, something 
Tabor will be this time next year. The junior has the 
cover skills, the length and the swagger that befits 
one of the nation’s top shutdown units, and he 
doesn't have to go it alone. Senior safety Marcus 
Maye is a big-time playmaker (seven career forced 
fumbles) and could give the Gators a double-shot 
of All-American DBs. 


2. ALABAMA 


Minkah Fitzpatrick was the big-play nickel last 
season (broke up a team-high 11 passes), and 
he is moving to cornerback to team with another 
sophomore, Marlon Humphrey. This being Alabama, 
you know more five-stars are pushing for early time, 
too, but every group needs an old man to show the 
way, and that’s All-SEC safety Eddie Jackson (six 
interceptions last season). 


3. FLORIDA STATE 


Sophomore safety Derwin James has the rangy 
skills and the football |Q, to make plays all over the 
Seminoles’ base nickel. Cornerback Marquez White 
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might be among the most underrated guys in the 
country. The senior allowed only 16 completions 
while being targeted a mere 36 times in his first 
season as a starter, which means quarterbacks went 
after him less than All-American and first-round pick 
Jalen Ramsey. 


4. GEORGIA 


The Bulldogs led the SEC in passing efficiency 
defense last season (just barely over Alabama) 
and they bring back the terrific safety tandem of 
Dominick Sanders and Quincy Mauger. Both starting 
cornerbacks also return, but competition is such that 
those jobs aren't secure. 


5. Lsu 


The Tigers, as if often the case, have two sure- 
fire pros patrolling their backfield — safety Jamal 
Adams and cornerback Tre'Davious White. You can 
just stop there. What else do you want? 


G6. MICHIGAN 


Lock ‘em in — Jourdan Lewis and Channing 
Stribling are among the very best cornerback 
pairings in the country. Delano Hill and Dymonte 
Thomas have starting experience at the safety 
positions. New coordinator Don Brown has so much 
good stuff to work with, 


7. WASHINGTON 


You almost never see a major conference that 
produces four sophomores on its first-team all- 
conference secondary. That is what the Pac-12 had 
last season. And two of those four were Huskies — 
safety Budda Baker and corner Sidney Jones. 


8. IOWA 


This isn’t just the Desmond King show, though 
King is as good as any cover guy in college football. 
Greg Mabin, who missed the spring with an injury, 
is a big, physical, experienced cornerback. Strong 
safety Miles Taylor is another returning starter. 


9. UCLA 


The Bruins were flush with so many possibilities 
in the spring, including cornerback Fabian Moreau 
coming back from injury, that UCLA decided it 
didn't need former first-team All-Pac-12 CB Ishmael 
Adams. He moved to offense to help with a depleted 
receiving corps. Meanwhile, the goodies in the sec- 
ondary still include Randall Goforth, Jaleel Wadood, 
Marcus Rios and more. 


10. usc 


Won't find a more dynamic pair of athletes 
at cornerback than Adoree’ Jackson and Imam 
Marshall. And the Trojans have a gaggle of safeties 
back, too. 
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SCUPINE 
HE NATIO 


ll things considered, a college football 
coach just doesn’t feel whole if he 
doesn’t have the right quarterback. 

And sometimes a quarterback with a little 
experience is out looking for a good time 
with a coach who desperately needs him. 

It’s becoming Tinder for those looking for 
the perfect partner: 

*Quarterbacks: Swipe right if you're 
available. 

*Coaches: Swipe right if you're in the 
market. 

Two swipes, and we have a match. It’s 
happening more all the time. Everybody 
knows somebody who has found a dream 
match: An experienced quarterback who 


Looking fora 
Perfect Match? 


BY ANTHONY GIMINO AND STEVE GREENBERG 


Illustration by Tim Williams 


moved right in and made the coach 
a happy man. 

Alabama, Oklahoma, Oregon, Texas A&M 
to name a handful. 

These aren't always matches made in 
heaven. We aren't talking eharmony here 
— this doesn’t have to be a long-term 
commitment. Come to spring ball and let’s 
see how it goes. 

For coaches, if you don’t like your quar- 
terback depth chart, going back to high 
school takes too long. But there seems to 
be a plethora of used models ... and often, 
there's no waiting. 

NCAA rules seem to be geared for it: If a 
player can a) graduate, or b) move up from 


Tnliiblions 


the Football Championship Subdivision, they 
don’t have to spend a year as a sit-in. 

Generally, it’s just about finding a better 
window of opportunity at a position where 
only one guy can play at a time. 

But we're seeing more and more players 
come out of spring ball as backups and 
recognize that since they're not going to 
get a year as a starter, they might as well 
transfer and sit out the coming fall. Arrive 
at the new school by the beginning of fall 
term and be ready for an open slot the 
following spring. 

Many of these transactions occur in small 
type: A backup quarterback from the Sun 
Belt transferring to lower-division school. 


i 
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But the 2016 season, at the highest levels, 
will once again feel the tidal influence of all 
these quarterbacks in orbit. 

It isn’t new ... it’s just happening every- 
where now. When Nick Saban is on board, 
this trend isn’t going away. Perhaps you 
have heard of a few. 

Alabama won last season's national 
championship with Florida State transfer 
Jake Coker. Oklahoma reached the College 
Football Playoff with Texas Tech transfer 
Baker Mayfield. Oregon’s Vernon Adams 
arrived from Eastern Washington in the 
middle of fall camp, and still wound up 
as a productive starter. 

Mayfield beat out OU incumbent Trevor 
Knight last season, so Knight transferred to 
Texas A&M, where he won the starting job 
this spring as a graduate transfer. That was 
a perfect landing place for him, because the 
Aggies’ Kyle Allen transferred out to Hous- 
ton and Kyler Murray followed him out the 
door to ... Oklahoma. 

Yet another A&M bounce-back — Kenny 
Hill — could start at TCU. 

Mayfield is looking for more at Okla- 
homa this.season. Oregon dipped into 
the FCS ranks for a second consecutive 
year, hoping that Dakota Prukop can do 
what-a healthy Adams did for the Ducks 
last season. Michigan also is trying to go 
back-to-back with transfer QBs, this time 
with John 0’Korn, the American Athletic 
Conference Freshman of the Year in 2013 
at Houston. 

Florida is banking on Luke Del Rio, 


his is the third year of the College 
Football Playoff, so we're completing 
the first cycle with each of the Big Six bowls 


hosting the semifinals. Honors now go to the 


Peach and Fiesta and all leads to the title 
game in Tampa on Jan. 9. 

The Rose Bowl still has its traditional Big 
Ten/Pac-12 partnership, unless it loses one 
or both teams to the playoff. Same deal for 
the Sugar and its SEC/Big 12 alliance. 

(Note: At-large means any team in the 
country — so probably a Big Five conference 
team, while Group means the top team from 
the small conferences: Group of Five): 


ORANGE BOWL 

Friday, Dec. 30 

Miami * Sun Life Stadium 

ACC vs. At-large 

Lindy’s pick: Florida State vs. LSU 
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who went from Alabama to Oregon State 
to the Gators, to be a desperately needed 
rocket booster on offense. If Del Rio 
can't get the job done, Florida can always 
turn to his backup, Purdue grad transfer 
Austin Appleby. 

If not for College Station, Gainesville 
would have been the ground zero of transfers. 

A succession of successful quarter- 
backs have shuffled out of town in recent 
seasons: Tyler Murphy (Boston College), 
Jacoby Brissett (North Carolina State) and 
Jeff Driskel (Louisiana Tech). Going back 
a bit further, 2010 Heisman winner Cam 
Newton had a stopover at Florida before 
going on to junior college and a national 
title at Auburn. 

Yet another: Will Grier, last year’s UF 
starter before being suspended, will sit out 
this season at West Virginia. 

Pitt. Georgia. Oregon State. Boston Col- 
lege. Virginia. 

Those are some more Power 5 conference 
schools that could start transfer quarter- 
backs this season. LSU, hunting titles, could 
end up with Danny Etling — another Purdue 
transfer — behind center if something goes 
askew with Brandon Harris. 

And by the time you read this, perhaps 
your favorite team will have made an 
acquisition on the transfer market. As of 
the end of April, two talented guns-for 
hire ... uh, graduate transfers ... were 
looking for new homes: Boise State’s Ryan 
Finley and Texas Tech’s Davis Webb. 

Swipe right. 


CFP SEMIFINAL: PEACH BOWL 


Saturday, Dec. 31 

Atlanta * Georgia Dome 

National semifinal 

Lindy’s pick: Alabama vs. Ohio State 


CFP SEMIFINAL: FIESTA BOWL 

Saturday, Jan. 31 

Glendale, Ariz. * University of Phoenix Stadium 
National semifinal 

Lindy’s pick: Clemson vs. Oklahoma 


COTTON BOWL 

Monday, Jan. 2 

Arlington, Texas * AT&T Stadium 
At-large vs. At-large 

Lindy’s pick: Notre Dame vs. Houston 


NEW YEAR'S EVE, AGAIN 


The TV ratings for last season's national 
semifinals were off roughly 35 percent from 
the first year of the College Football Playoff. 
Thirty-five percent. 

Jimmy Kimmel was wrong. Turns out that 
no matter how much he popped up in that TV 
commercial singing “This New Year's Eve will be 
so awesome” and “The stars have all aligned” 
... many folks didn’t want to spend Dec. 31 
“watching college football through confetti.” 

Will this year be any different? 

Well, the semifinals are still stuck on New 
Year's Eve, but there are a couple of key distinc- 
tions. Here’s a small one: The first game will kick 
off an hour earlier, at 3 p.m. ET, so the second 
game won't drag on quite as long into party time. 

More significantly, Dec. 31 this year is 
a Saturday, so, except for a few unlucky 
souls, there isn’t that pesky work conflict. 

Sadly, with Jan. 1 on a Sunday, there will 
be no college football on New Year's Day. You 
can enjoy all 32 NFL teams in action in the 
final week of the regular season, if that’s 
your thing — with the Outback, Rose, Sugar 
and Cotton set for Monday, Jan. 2. With work 
the next morning for most of the world. 

The Orange Bowl, which originally was 
scheduled for an early afternoon start on 
Dec. 31, was bumped to a day earlier so it 
wouldn't conflict with the first semifinal. 
At least that move retains some tradition, 
as the Orange will now be allowed to finish 
at night, as it has every year since 1965. 


ROSE BOWL 


Monday, Jan. 2 

Pasadena, Calif. * Rose Bowl 

Big Ten vs. Pac-12 

Lindy’s pick: Stanford vs. Michigan 


SUGAR BOWL 


Monday, Jan. 2 

New Orleans * Superdome 

Big 12 vs. SEC 

Lindy’s pick: Tennessee vs. Baylor 
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QBs TBA 


Spring football can’t solve everything. Like 
the following quarterback battles. Check back 
in August, or into September, to see how 
they play out. All that hangs in the balance 
are coaches’ jobs, high rankings and maybe 

a spot or two in the College Football Playoff. 


Notre Dame: DeShone Kizer, Malik Zaire 
What we learned in the spring: Zaire 
is healthy again after suffering a season- 
ending ankle injury in the second game, 
and coach Brian Kelly was handling things 
delicately, splitting the first-team reps 
50-50. After Zaire’s injury, Kizer went on to 
win eight of 11 games (with the Irish losing 
to powerhouses Clemson, Stanford and Ohio 
State), passing for 2,884 yards, running for 
520 and accounting for 31 TDs. ND can win 
with either, so this is the ultimate “good 
problem” to have, and even if one ends up 
transferring, talented sophomore Brandon 
Wimbush provides intriguing insurance. 


Alabama: Cooper Bateman, David Corn- 
well, Blake Barnett, Jalen Hurts 

What we learned in the spring: Bate- 
man, a redshirt junior, predictably leads the 
race because of his time on campus, but Nick 
Saban is in no rush to anoint last season's 
backup just because he’s the only QB on the 
roster with game experience. Cornwell might 
have the best arm, while ex-five-star recruit 
Barnett could have the best pass-run mix. 
It defies logic that Saban would turn his 
team over to an early enrolled freshman like 
Hurts, but the kid is a very athletic wildcard. 


Michigan: John 0’Korn, Wilton Speight, 
Shane Morris 

What we learned in the spring: 0’Korn, a 
Houston transfer who entered drills as 
a slight favorite, failed to shut the door, and 
Speight seemed to inch ahead by the end of 
the spring game. Speight, a redshirt sopho- 
more who was the backup to Jake Rudock last 


season, isn't the most physically gifted of the 
QBs at 6-6, 239 pounds, but he showed the 
best combination of leadership, game-man- 
agement and consistency in the spring. 


TCU: Kenny Hill, Foster Sawyer 
What we learned in the spring: Neither 
QB made a statement in the final scrimmage, 


but we know that Hill at his best — which 


he was as an early 2014 Heisman favorite at 


Texas A&M — can be a worthy successor to 
Trevone Boykin. Hill is looking for a redemp- 


tive second act and has an experience edge 
on Sawyer, a tall, strong-armed sophomore. 


Texas: Tyrone Swoopes, Jerrod Heard, 
Shane Buechele 

What we learned in the spring: Heard, 
a 10-game starter last season, suffered 
a shoulder injury during the spring, com- 
promising coach Charlie Strong's ambition 
to have one fewer question before going 
into fall camp with new coordinator Sterlin 
Gilbert’s up-tempo attack. Swoopes, a senior, 
has never been able to nail down the job. 
Buechele had the far superior spring game 
— 22 of 41 for 299 yards, with two touch- 
downs and no interceptions — but it’s hard 
to see an early enrolled true freshman start- 
ing the season-opener against Notre Dame. 


That's not all. Here are five more unset- 
tled key QB battles heading into fall: 


*Florida State. Senior Sean Maguire has 
the experience, but an ankle injury kept him 


DeShone Kizer | Photo by Matt Cashore-USA TODAY Sports 


out of the spring, when redshirt freshman 
Deondre Francois and true freshman Malik 
Henry showed good upside. 


*USC. This was junior Max Browne's job to 
lose after the departure of Cody Kessler. Let’s 
just say he hasn't won it yet. Redshirt fresh- 
man Sam Darnold was sharp enough in the 
spring that coach Clay Helton opted to kick 
the decision can to the fall. 


“BYU. Tanner Mangum saved BYU's bacon 
last year with the best season for a freshman 
QB in school history after Taysom Hill went 
down with a foot injury in the opener. The 
oft-injured and super-athletic Hill is back 
for his sixth season of eligibility, so it’s deci- 
sions, decisions for new head coach Kalani 
Sitake and coordinator Ty Detmer. 


“Auburn. It got messy last year because Jere- 
my Johnson wasn’t the potential Heisman can- 
didate some thought he could be. Sean White 
took over for a while, then Johnson stepped in 
again, and then speedy JC transfer John Frank- 
lin III, a former Florida State Seminole, joined 
them in the spring to further muddy the water 
(or, perhaps, just clear things up). 


*Virginia Tech. New coach Justin Fuente 
targeted the top dual-threat in junior college 
— Jerod Evans — and signed him in Decem- 
ber. Good work, as Evans looked promising in 
the spring, but senior Brenden Motley still 
has something to say as Fuente wasn’t tip- 
ping his hand at all heading into summer. 
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Heisman Watch 


Oh, we'll rank ‘em — because that’s what we do — but the top of this year’s 


W e can’t tell you anything new here. You know the logical top three candidates. 


list is your basic throw-the-names-into-a-hat scenario. Each is proven, freaky 
athletic, and plays on a team that could/should compete for conference titles and beyond. 


It's going to be fun to watch: 


1. Deshaun Watson, QB, Clemson — 
Why it would be cool: All. The. Dabbing. 


2. Christian McCaffrey, RB/RET, 
Stanford — Why it would be cool: A 
Cardinal player has finished second in the 
Heisman voting FOUR times in the past 
seven years — Toby Gerhart, Andrew Luck 
(twice) and McCaffrey last season. Stanford 
is due. So very, very due. 


3. Leonard Fournette, RB, LSU — Why 
it would be cool: We've gone 16 consecu- 
tive seasons without a non-Alabama running 
back winning — and keeping — the Heis- 
man. Sorry, Reggie Bush. 


4. Baker Mayfield, 0B, Oklahoma — 
Why it would be cool: A walk-on winning 
the Heisman would be the forever counter- 


point to the hyped winners and losers lists 
on Signing Day. 


5. Dalvin Cook, RB, Florida State — 
Why it would be cool: He'd probably have to 
outplay Clemson's Deshaun Watson while the 
Seminoles beat the Tigers and win the ACC ... and 
that would take a special effort worth watching. 


6. J.T. Barrett, QB, Ohio State — Why 
it would be cool: This would give seven 
Buckeyes eight Heisman trophies — which 
would be the most ever from one school. 


7. Chad Kelly, QB, Ole Miss — Why it 
would be cool: He'd need to beat Alabama, 
which would be three in a row for the Rebs 
over Nick Saban. 


8. Seth Russell, 9B, Baylor — Why it would 


be cool: Two winners from Baylor in six years? 


9. Josh Rosen, QB, UCLA — Whyit 
would be cool: He'd also be the favorite in 2017. 


10. Bo Scarbrough, RB, Alabama — 
Why it would be cool: Because everybody out- 
side of Tuscaloosa would absolutely lose their 
minds if Bama won something else. Again. 


WINNING IS NICE, BUT... 


Good coaches win ... but great coaches 
cover. We've heard that somewhere. So we 
checked the past five years of against-the- 
spread data, using lines from the USA Today, 
and identified the best and worst among the 
Power 5 conference teams. 

(FYI: Games against lower-division teams 
didn’t have spreads, and we counted any 
pushes as losses ... because we're all about 
the wins). 

By this metric, Nick Saban and his 55 
percent cover rate is merely good ... 

Here are the best of the past five seasons 
against the spread. (Repeat after us: We will 
never doubt Bill Snyder. Again: We will never 
doubt Bill Snyder...) 


1. Kansas State 39-20 66.1% 
2. Vanderbilt 37-21 63.8% 
3. Baylor 36-22 62.1% 
T4. Clemson 36-24 60.0% 
T4. Oregon 36-24 60.0% 
6. Ole Miss 35-25 58.6% 
7. Washington State 33-24 57.9% 
8. Stanford 37-27 57.8% 
9. Washington 33-25 56.9% 
10. Duke 34-26 56.7% 


And here is the countdown of the worst 
Power 5 conference teams against the spread 
in the past five seasons: 


10, Purdue 24-32 42.9% 
9. Colorado 24-35 40.7% 
8. Arizona 24-36 40.0% 
7. Oregon State 23-35 39.7% 
T5. Kansas 22-34 39.3% 
T5. Cal 22-34 39.3% 
4. Texas A&M 22-36 37.9% 
3. Illinois 20-35 36.4% 
2. Virginia Tech 21-40 34.4% 
1. Kentucky 18-37 32.7% 
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BALL STATE 


Out: Pete Lembo 
In: Mike Neu 

Neu is a former Ball State quarterback who 
spent the 2014 and 2015 seasons as Drew 
Brees’ position coach in New Orleans. This is a 
sizable jump for a guy who's never been a head 
coach before, but he loves his school — started 
four seasons there — and that’s a start. 


BOWLING GREEN 


Gut: Dino Babers (Brian Ward coached 
bowl game) 

In: Mike Jinks 

This could be.a harsh transition for the 
Falcons, who lose an experienced program head 
in Babers and gain a 44-year-old in Jinks who 
skippered Texas Tech's run game for a few years 
after a lengthy stint as a high school coach. 
At least the offense should remain aggressive. 


BYU 


Out: Bronco Mendenhall 
In: Kalani Sitake 

What a crossroads this is for BYU, which 
says goodbye to a big-time coach in Menden- 
hall but brings in an alum with all kinds of 
experience running quality defenses. Sitake 
will recruit for his school with great fervor 
and won't fail to motivate. His establishment 
of a program identity will be key. 


EAST CAROLINA 
Out: Ruffin McNeill 
In: Scottie Montgomery 

In a surprising and somewhat controversial 
ouster, the Pirates shipped out an alum who 
did some strong work. They replaced him 
with a much younger coach who coordinated 
Duke's offense the past two years — and 
who'll have to bring huge doses of positivity 
to the fore just to match his predecessor. We'll 
learn a lot about Montgomery's chops in 2016. 


GEORGIA 
Out: Mark Richt (Bryan McClendon coached 
bowl game) 
In: Kirby Smart 
This is a fascinating hire. Smart is a Geor- 
gia alum, which is big. But he is a first-time 


COACHING CHANGES 


IT WAS A HUGE YEAR OF NEW GUYS IN NEW PLACES, 
50 LET'S GET 10 It: 


head coach, which is tricky in the no-room- 
for-error SEC. His years coaching Alabama’s 
defense clearly proved him to be an elite 
coordinator, but running the show is a whole 
new animal. Bottom line, though: Everyone 
wanted Smart, but only Georgia got him. 

A LINDY’S TOP FIVE HIRE. 


GEORGIA SOUTHERN 
Out: Willie Fritz (Dell McGee coached 
bowl game) 

In: Tyson Summers 

Losing Fritz was a real blow, but Summers, 
a fine defensive coach and a Georgia native, 
seems well-suited to the job, particularly as 
a recruiter. A good thing: He doesn’t intend 
to overhaul the Eagles’ ground-heavy 
offense, which has been successful. 


HAWAII 


Out: Norm Chow (Chris Naeole was interim 
coach last four games) 

In: Nick Rolovich 

Rolovich knows well what works — and 
what doesn’t — at a school that saw its foot- 
ball program bottom out during Chow's years. 
A former Hawaii standout quarterback and 
later an assistant there under Greg McMackin, 
Rolovich will do everything-he can in his first 
head job to fan the flames of state pride. 


ILLINOIS 
Out: Bill Cubit 
In: Lovie Smith 

Cubit coached the entire 2015 season on 
an interim basis, then was hired on as the 
head guy — and then was jettisoned, ina 
real stunner, to clear the way for Smith. But 
we wouldn't dare question the credentials of 
longtime NFL head coach Smith, would we? 
Frankly, it'll be a stunner if Smith fails to 
improve the Illini from pretty bad to pretty 
good. Beyond that, though, Smith will have 
to dig his heels into the college game and 
recruit like he literally never has before. This 
remains a difficult place to sustain success. 


IOWA STATE 


Out: Paul Rhoads 
In: Matt Campbell 

Campbell already has 35 wins and a pair 
of bowl victories under his belt from his time 
at Toledo, and he’s only 36. Iowa State has 


pledged its future to a guy who has serious 
offensive chops and, seemingly, a mind to stick 
around awhile and build something more lasting 
than Rhoads was able to. Recruiting will be a 
struggle, but isn’t it always with the Cyclones? 


LOUISIANA-MONROE 


Out: Todd Berry (John Mumford was interim 
coach last two games) 

In: Matt Viator 

Many will remember Viator’s McNeese 
State team that pushed Nebraska to the 
brink in a near-upset in 2014. But those in 
the FCS ranks know Viator as the longtime 
McNeese State coach whose teams always 
won more than they lost and tended to score 
in bunches. This is a step up for an in-state 
guy who seems ready. 


MARYLAND 
Out: Randy Edsall (Mike Locksley was 
interim coach last six games) 

In: D.J. Durkin 

There's no real reason not to look at this as 
an upgrade; Durkin ran killer defenses as co- 
ordinator at Florida and at Michigan, and the 
Terps have been horrendous on the defensive 
side of the ball, so ... you get it. But this is a 
new head coach charged with making hay in 
the Big Ten East, one of the most grueling di- 
visions in college football. Good luck to him. 


MEMPHIS 


Out: Justin Fuente (Darrell Dickey coached 
bowl game) 

In: Mike Norvell 

Only 34 years old — the youngest FBS 
head coach — Norvell is coming off a terrific 
run as Todd Graham's offensive coordinator 
at Arizona State. Graham pegged Norvell 
as a winner long ago and employed him at 
Tulsa and Pittsburgh. Recruiting is a serious 
strength, which should alleviate at least some 
of the pain of losing Fuente for Tigers fans. 


Out: Al Golden (Larry Scott was interim 
coach last six games) 
In: Mark Richt 
It's difficult to imagine how Miami 
could've done any better with this hire. 
Richt is a tremendous recruiter, a proven 
winner (if he didn’t win quite enough at 
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Georgia, so be it) and — important to all 
involved — an alum. Culturally, this is 

a seismic shift for the Hurricanes. In every 
other way, it seems to signal a return to the 
big-time. A LINDY’S TOP FIVE HIRE. 


MINNESOTA 


Out: Jerry Kill (Tracy Claeys was interim 
coach for two games and head coach 
the last four games) 

In: Tracy Claeys 

If there was a certain magic about Kill 

— and there seemed to be — who can say 

if Claeys will be able to keep it going? The Go- 

phers lost so much of their mojo last season on 

his watch. Claeys aims to toughen up both lines 
of scrimmage and turn the Gophers into one of 
the most physical programs in the conference, 
but he could fall into the same sinkhole that 
has swallowed up many a past Minny coach. 


MISSOURI 
Out: Gary Pinkel 
In: Barry Odom 

Let's first acknowledge the obvious: Odom 
probably can’t even dream of replicating 
Pinkel’s enormous success in Columbia. But 
we're talking about a Mizzou alum who 
recruited like a champ for Pinkel and spent 
10 seasons on Pinkel’s staff. This is a huge 
task for a first-time head coach, but Odom 
has seen a lot of good first-hand. He'll have 
a decent-sized leash as he moves forward. 


NORTH TEXAS 


Out: Dan McCarney (Mike Canales was 
interim coach the last seven games) 
In: Seth Littrell 
Littrell, who will be only 38 when UNT opens 
its season, has great upside. He has strong ex- 
perience running offense at Arizona, Indiana 
and North Carolina and will put the pedal to 
the metal with the Mean Green. Taking over a 
losing program should afford Littrell the space 
he needs to steadily improve things in Denton. 


RUTGERS 


Out: Kyle Flood (Norries Wilson was interim 
coach for three games while Flood 
was suspended) 

In: Chris Ash 

There’s no doubt Ash, 42, has done top- 
shelf work coaching defenses at Wisconsin 
and Ohio State. Yet now he must take 

Rutgers — miles behind the curve — and 

make it relevant in the Big Ten East division, 

home to Ohio State, Michigan, Michigan 

State and Penn State, among others. It's 

a titanic job that awaits him. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Out: Steve Spurrier (Shawn Elliott was 
interim coach last six games) 
In: Will Muschamp 


In so many ways, Muschamp strikes a 
different posture than Spurrier did. Will his 
manic intensity help this stagnant program 
find higher ground? No doubt, Muschamp 
can — should — reinvigorate the Gamecocks 
defensively. But will he find himself in another 
buck-stops-here offensive mess like he was 
in at Florida? This is Muschamp's chance to 
rewrite the head-coaching part of his career. 
And a giant challenge. 


SOUTHERN MISS 
Out: Todd Monken 
In: Jay Hopson 

Hopson can thank Monken for doing the 
heavy lifting in Hattiesburg to turn the 
Golden Eagles from awful to pretty darn 
good. Now the former Alcorn State coach has 
to ingrain his defensive-minded ways into 
the culture of his new program. This mainte- 
nance job will require patience. 


SYRACUSE 


Out: Scott Shafer 
In: Dino Babers 

Rather incredibly, Syracuse is the 15th stop 
on Babers’ tour of America’s college football 
programs. He fared very well as head coach 
at Eastern Illinois and Bowling Green, but 
stepping up to the ACC will be fraught with 
challenges. Babers’ offenses have been pedal- 
to-the-metal and quarterback-friendly, which 
should at least make Orange football more 
fun to watch, A LINDY’S TOP FIVE HIRE. 


TEXAS STATE 


Out: Dennis Franchione 
In: Everett Withers 

Every now and then, the Bobcats appeared 
close to turning the corner under Fran- 
chione, yet things unraveled during a 3-9 
2015 campaign. Withers, a highly respected 
defensive mentor, will look to up the tough- 
ness level in the program. He has a real 
chance to do well in the Sun Belt. 


TOLEDO 
Out: Matt Campbell 
In: Jason Candle 

Like Campbell before him, the 36-year-old 
Candle has ascended from offensive coordinator 
to head coach with the Rockets. The Ohio na- 
tive’s seven seasons as a Toledo assistant should 
serve him well as he attempts to hold the line 
with a program that has had much success. 


TULANE 


Out: Curtis Johnson 
In: Willie Fritz 

Tulane is such a difficult place to win, but 
Fritz has gobs of experience as a head coach and 
is determined to ride it out with the Green Wave 
for as long as it takes. This was a rock-solid hire. 


UCF 


Out: George O'Leary (Danny Barrett was 
interim coach for last four games) 

In: Scott Frost 

How could anyone not love what this hire 
represents? Frost comes from Oregon with 
every intention to make the Knights the 
offensive stars of the AAC. He’s young; he's 
hungry; he's driven — with all due respect 
to O'Leary, he’s exactly what UCF needs. 


USC 


Out: Steve Sarkisian (Clay Helton was 
interim coach for five games and head 
coach the last two games) 

In: Clay Helton 

This one is difficult to understand. USC 
often has been described as one of the best 
jobs in the country, but the school didn’t even 
try to land a top-tier head coach. Helton has 
the love of his players, but is he the sort of 
transformative figure who can take the Trojans 
from good to great again? Maybe he is, but 
this isn’t the slam-dunk it could have been. 


UTSA 


Out: Larry Coker 
In: Frank Wilson 

There's zero mystery as to what this move 
was about. Wilson, the former recruiting co- 
ordinator at LSU, will be expected to pump 
up the Roadrunners’ talent level. Coker de- 
serves credit for building a start-up program 
from scratch, but Wilson will be trying to 
take things to the next level. 


VIRGINIA 
Out: Mike London 
In: Bronco Mendenhall 

Huge hire for Virginia, which gets a guy who 
won 99 games and coached in 11 bowl games in 
11 seasons at BYU. The Cavaliers will be expected 
to ramp up their defensive toughness and in- 
stantly become a tougher out in the ACC Coastal. 
Of course, the idea is to start competing for titles 
in the weak-sister Coastal and eventually stand 
toe-to-toe with Atlantic powers Florida State and 
Clemson. Mendenhall gives UVA much more than 
a dash of hope. A LINDY’S TOP FIVE HIRE. 


VIRGINIA TECH 


Out: Frank Beamer 
In: Justin Fuente 

The Hokies got their home-run restart with 
Fuente, who'll be only 40 in his debut season in 
Blacksburg. Fuente’s offenses at Memphis were 
enormously productive; he’s a proven developer 
of quarterbacks and has an aggressive style 
that Hokies fans will welcome with open arms. 
With longtime Hokies defensive coordinator Bud 
Foster still on board, this could be the start of 
something big. A LINDY’S TOP FIVE HIRE. 
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* 
FAB FRESHMEN 


What's better than a five-star recruit? 
A five-star recruit who enrolled early. 

Of the 25 full-fledged five-stars in the 
247Sports Composite, eight enrolled early 
and — wouldn't you know? — six landed on 
SEC campuses and gave us a glimpse of their 
talents in spring ball. 

Want instant impact? Let's check to see 
how this Elite Eight fared in the spring: 


1, Dexter Lawrence, DT, Clemson 

(No. 2 in 247Sports Composite) — The 
Tigers have depth on the interior of the defen- 
sive line, and could kick 315-pound Christian 
Wilkins to end to help replace NFL early entries 
Shaq Lawson and Kevin Dodd. Whatever the 
shuffle, Lawrence (6-5, 340) will be a factor. 
He impressed in the spring with an intercep- 
tion in one scrimmage and a sack in another. 


2. Shea Patterson, QB, Ole Miss (No. 4) 
— He's behind senior Chad Kelly and could be 
a redshirt candidate if Kelly stays upright. On 
the other hand, why not give him a taste so 
he’s better ready for 2017? Coach Hugh Freeze 
called him “the most college-ready QB that 
T’ve seen in my short career.” 


3. Jacob Eason, QB, Georgia (No. 5) — 
Unlike Patterson's situation, there’s not a set 


Jacob Eason I Photo by Brett Davis-USA TODAY Sports 


star ahead of Eason, only Greyson Lambert. Ea- 
son was 19 of 29 for 244 yards and a touchdown 
in the G-Day scrimmage, making many among 
the 93,000 in attendance swoon. It’s a matter 
of “when” not “if” he'll be starting this season. 


4. TE Isaac Nuata, TE, Georgia (No. 
12) — Another impressive Bulldog in the 
spring, although at a less sexy position. 

He played well in the spring — no worries 
there. But this isn’t a huge spot of need for 
Georgia, so another early enrolled freshman, 
four-star receiver Riley Ridley, could have 

a bigger role right away. 


5, Oluwole Betiku, DE/OLB, USC 

(No. 16) — He had a sack in the spring game, 
and his speed and athleticism is needed some- 
where on a mostly new-look USC defensive front. 


6. Jonah Williams, OT, Alabama (No. 
17) — He started at right tackle in the spring 
game and is projected to stay there in 2016 
before possibly being the 2017 replacement 
for Cam Robinson on the left side. But, as 
coach Nick Saban said, this kid can line up 
anywhere along the front. 


7. McTelvin Agim, DL, Arkansas (No. 
18) — Considered the Hogs’ highest-rated 
recruit ever, the 288-pound Agim didn’t disap- 
point, often working as a second-team end 

or sliding inside in passing situations. Agim 
came up with a sack in the spring game. He'll 
be heavily involved in the rotation up front. 


8. Benito Jones, DT, Ole Miss (No. 

24) — We don't project him on our post- 
spring depth chart, but coaches raved about 
his quick first step in the spring and he'll be 
the kind of depth any team needs to survive 
in the SEC. If you're looking for an Ole Miss 
freshman with the biggest potential impact, 
you'll have to look beyond the early enrollees 
and square your sights on Greg Little, the 
nation’s No. 3-rated recruit, who could be the 
starting left tackle from the season-opener. 


Top 12 
Non-Conference 
Games 


Just note the dates: This is the best opening 
weekend in the history of college football. 


1, Alabama vs. USC 

(Arlington, Texas), Sept. 3 

Defending national champs vs. traditional 
power. Tide offensive coordinator Lane Kiffin 
vs. the school that fired him at the airport in 
Sept. 2013. Alabama playing a Pac-12 school 
for first time since losing to UCLA in 2001. 
USC coach Clay Helton, a former Kiffin as- 
sistant, beginning his first full season. We're 
so in love with this game. 


2. Ohio State at Oklahoma, Sept. 17 
It’s like a playoff game in September. Wait. 
It IS a playoff game in September. 


3. Clemson at Auburn, Sept. 3 

Deshaun Watson and the Tigers couldn't quite 
take down an SEC West foe to end the 2015 
season; they'll try to launch a successful 2016 
against the other team from Alabama. 


4. Ole Miss vs. Florida State 
(Orlando, Fla.), Sept. 5 

Two title hopefuls meet on Labor Day 
to end that fabulous opening weekend. 


5. LSU vs. Wisconsin 

(Green Bay), Sept. 3 

A heck of an opener, anywhere, anytime, 
but this one is at freakin’ Lambeau Field — 
the first major college football game to be 
played at the Packers’ shrine. 


6. Notre Dame at USC, Nov. 26 

Irish coach Brian Kelly has faced four USC 
coaches in the past four years, but we'll as- 
sume he gets a second shot at Clay Helton 
after his team rallied past the Trojans, 41-31, 
last season. 


7. Michigan St. at Notre Dame, Sept. 17 
This one is back on the schedule after a two- 
year hiatus. This will be the first real test 

of the season for defending Big Ten champ 
Sparty, which has lost three in a row to the 
Irish. 


8. Stanford at Notre Dame, Oct. 15 
These powerhouses have split the past 

four meetings — each winning at its home 
stadium, with each of the games decided by 
a touchdown or less. 


9. Oklahoma vs. Houston, Sept. 3 
The Sooners are getting way more than they 
bargained for when they agreed to a two- 
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game series in September 2014. This one will 
be played at NRG Stadium, the home of the 
Houston Texans. 


10. UCLA at Texas A&M, Sept. 3 

The Aggies break out Oklahoma transfer QB 
Trevor Knight, while the Bruins counter with 
super soph Josh Rosen in a rare Pac-12/SEC 
matchup (but the second of the day). Since 
2000, the conferences have met just 28 
times, with the SEC holding a 15-13 straight- 
up edge, although the Pac-12 is 16-9-3 
against the spread. 


11. Virginia Tech vs. Tennessee, 
Sept. 10 (Bristol, Tenn.) 

Get ready for the largest crowd ever to watch 
a football game. This one is at Bristol Motor 
Speedway, which seats 150,000. 


12. Florida at Florida State (Nov. 26) 
For this rivalry to become a thing again, 

the Gators are going to have to muster some 
offense. They haven't reached double-digits 
against FSU in four of the past six meetings, 
but coach Jim McElwain’s guys will get there 
soon — maybe this year. 


Other opening-week goodies: Sept. 2 — 
Kansas State at Stanford. Sept. 3 — North 
Carolina-Georgia (Atlanta), Arizona-BYU (Glen- 
dale, Ariz.). Sept. 4 — Notre Dame at Texas. 


Top 10 
Conference 
Games 


The assumption is that this will say tons 
about the SEC West, therefore the SEC 
championship, ergo the College Football 
Playoff. Or it could be just one more case of 
the Tigers having to call the Tide, “Daddy.” 
Alabama has won five in a row, allowing no 
more than 17 points in any game. 


A potential playoff-eliminator right here. 
Just so you know, Clemson hasn't won in 
Tallahassee since 2006. 


The Buckeyes’ 42-13 win in the Big House 
last season must have left a scar on Jim 
Harbaugh’s soul ... (we're 95.48 percent 
sure he has one). 


The Rebels have elite talent, too, and have 
humbled the Tide in each of the past two 
seasons. Those Bama losses came early 
enough for Saban’s guys to scramble back 


into the playoff, which could be a 2016 
formula, too. 


The Sooners ended Baylor's 20-game home 
winning streak last season and avenged a 
two-year skid in which they lost to the Bears 
by a combined 63 points. 


Have we mentioned: Alabama's schedule is 
some serious sauce. 


With a failed two-point conversion pass with 
10 seconds left, Stanford lost 38-36 to the 
Ducks last year, a knife through the heart of 
their playoff chances. Oregon has won the 
past two. 


The Bears won two years ago in a game that 
featured 119 points and 1,267 yards. The 
Frogs won a double-overtime thriller last 
season. Expect anything different? 


Catch the damn punt snap. 


Plenty of other games to slot into this posi- 
tion, but none is the Iron Bowl. 
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Chasing 
the Bear 


Nick Saban won his fifth national champi- 
onship last season, so we have to have this 
discussion. Can he be — should he be — 
considered the best college football coach in 
history? If, you know, he wins one more? 

That would tie him for the most ever with 
a certain houndstooth-hat wearing Alabama 
gentleman named Paul William Bryant. 

For the record, here is the list of coaches 
with the mostest when it comes to officially 
recognized national championships: 


6 — Bear Bryant: 1961, 1964, 1965, 1973, 
1978, 1979, all with Alabama 


5 — Nick Saban: 2003 (LSU); 2009, 2011, 
2012, 2015 with Alabama 

5 — Bernie Bierman: 1934, 1935, 1936, 
1940, 1941, all with Minnesota 

5 — Howard Jones: 1909 (Yale); 1928, 
1931, 1932, 1939 with USC 


4 — Frank Leahy: 1943, 1946, 1947, 1949, 
all with Notre Dame 

4 — John McKay: 1962, 1967, 1972, 1974, 
all with USC 


The Bryant-Saban comparisons get tricky 
the way it always happens when you're eval- 
uating a living legend with an actual legend, 
especially because they occupy opposite 
sides of college football space-time. Today's 
game might be nearly unrecognizable to 
Bryant in terms of the differences in bud- 
gets, feverish recruiting, scholarship limits, 
TV, conference affiliations, social media, all 
the rules that favor the dang offense ... 

Like we said: Tricky. 

This is not an argument likely to be won by 
logic, but by how you feel about each coach, 
particularly when it comes to the folksy Bear. 
But, for the sake of that argument, here are 
seven reasons that favor Saban: 


1, Alabama has been ranked No. 1 in the 
AP poll at some point in each of the past 
eight seasons. No team has done that. The 
previous record was seven, set by Miami from 
1986 to 1992. 


2. In March, Fortune ranked Saban at 
No. 11 on its annual list of the Greatest 
World Leaders. Not sure what all that means, 
but consider that he was only six spots 
behind Pope Francis. (Alabama subsequently 
scheduled a November home game against 
The Vatican in 2018.) 


3. He beats the best. Saban has more 
wins against teams ranked in the top three 
than any other coach in history. He’s 13-8 
against the top three. Lou Holtz was 12-15-1 
in those situations; Bobby Bowden won 10, 
but lost 18. 


4. The SEC has won eight of the past 10 
national championships. So, Saban has won 
all four of his national titles at Alabama 
while first negotiating the toughest confer- 
ence in America. Bryant never had to play 
in an SEC title game, nor did he have to 
navigate two playoff games before win- 
ning what was then a “mythical” national 
championship. Back then, you could win the 


national title before playing in a bowl. 


5. He loves having time to prepare. Saban 
won his five national championship games 
(playing the second-best team in America, 
mind you) by an average of 15.4 points. 


6. He's 62-7 in the past five seasons (with 
three national titles), and it often takes 
something epic or just plain crazy to beat 
the Tide: LSU in overtime in the “Game of 
the Century” in 2011, Texas A&M's hair-on- 
fire Johnny Manziel in 2012, Auburn's “Kick 
Six” field goal return in 2013. 


7. Saban has won his five national titles 
in 13 years. Bear won six in 38. 


Saban turns 65 in October, and although 
he hasn't talked about stepping down or 
isn’t showing signs of slowing down — check 
out that annual recruiting! — his most 
difficult opponent could be still-undefeated 
Father Time. He told ESPN this spring he 
hears how other schools use his age against 
him in recruiting. 

That sounds like the offseason equivalent 
of a Hail Mary, but, hey, other teams have to 
try something. Because Saint Nick just might 
be the best ever. 
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10 More Big Storylines 


1. #RollTide? Alabama will be unrecog- 
nizable in the offensive backfield. Its hella- 
cious defensive line from the 2015 national 
title squad will have to be re-created. No 
other program would be expected to recover 
from such losses, but we all know the 
Crimson Tide plays by their own rules: plug, 
play, utterly dominate. This is merely the 
latest championship-or-bust ride for Nick 
Saban, and who's foolish enough to doubt 


fa tt 


the man’s “process?” 


2. Year of the Quarterback. The quality 
at this position boggles the mind. Clemson’s 
Deshaun Watson returns from a College 
Football Playoff season, as does Oklahoma's 
Baker Mayfield. Ohio State still has J.T. Bar- 
rett. Baylor has both Seth Russell and Jar- 
rett Stidham. Ole Miss gunslinger Chad Kelly 
is ready to get his groove on again, as are 
Washington State's Luke Falk, UCLA's Josh 
Rosen and Tennessee's Joshua Dobbs. But 
we're leaving out all kinds of guys here — 
Houston's Greg Ward, Iowa's C.J. Beathard, 
Louisville’s Lamar Jackson. Really, the list 
goes on almost endlessly. 


3. Leonard Fournette vs. Christian 
McCaffrey. We won't dare to suggest 
LSU's Fournette and Stanford's McCaffrey 
are the only two guys in the mix for the 
best running back of 2016. There's Florida 
State monster Dalvin Cook, Georgia's Nick 
Chubb, Oregon’s Royce Freeman, Oklahoma's 
Samaje Perine and so many others. In the 
Year of the Quarterback, the running backs 
may be even better. Yet — let’s not kid 
ourselves — Fournette and McCaffrey are 
of special interest. 


4. Ohio State vs. Michigan (a.k.a. 
The Game). Have Jim Harbaugh and the 
Wolverines caught up to Urban Meyer and 
the Buckeyes already? To be sure, Har- 
baugh was in the news all offseason for his 
satellite-camping, Twitter-trolling ways. 
His 2016 team, meanwhile, is far richer in 
returning starters than Meyer's. The Big 
Ten hasn’t had this sort of thick drama at 
the top — going into a season, anyway 

— in far too long. Of course, it’s idiotic to 
leave Mark Dantonio and Michigan State 
out of the discussion. The Big Ten East has 
overtaken even the SEC West in the antici- 
pation department. 


5. Conference calls. The SEC still is the 
best, top to bottom, of ‘em all, and don’t 
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you let anyone tell you differently. From 
there, it’s nearly impossible at this point to 
decide. The Big Ten still is waiting for the 
West to catch up. The Pac-12 almost needs 
to see the South produce a league champ to 
know it has fully arrived. The Big 12 remains 
compelling with Oklahoma, Baylor, TCU and 
others in the mix. Will the ACC continue to 
creep forward? We'd rank these leagues for 
you right here, but we'd have to fake it. 


6. Quarterback hattles. Who's the 
man at Notre Dame? DeShone Kizer or 
Malik Zaire? Michigan has Wilton Speight, 
John 0’Korn and Shane Morris all in on 
the action. The battles go on all over, 
including at Alabama. Continue on, dear 
reader, for much more on all this yet-to- 
be-sorted QB business. 


7. Non-con can’t-misses. Thank you, 
football gods, for September 3, which gives 
us Alabama-USC at Jerry World, Clemson vs. 
Auburn, Oklahoma vs. Houston, LSU vs. Wis- 
consin at Lambeau Field, and Georgia-North 
Carolina at the Georgia Dome. We also get 
Notre Dame at Texas on September 4, Florida 
State vs. Ole Miss in Orlando a day later, and 
Ohio State at Oklahoma on September 17. 
Who isn’t on board for all that greatness? 


8, First-year coaches. Everyone wants 
to see what Mark Richt will do in his first 
season at Miami, his alma mater. And ev- 
eryone wants to see what former Alabama 
defensive coordinator Kirby Smart will do 
at Georgia in his first season as a head 
coach. Justin Fuente’s debut campaign 

at Virginia Tech will challenge all of us 

to imagine a college football world without 
Frank Beamer. On a lower level, program- 
wise, longtime NFL coach Lovie Smith’s 
transition to the college game at Illinois 
will be fascinating. 


9. Second-year coaches. Harbaugh 
rips the headlines from everyone else in 
this group, but what about fellow Big Ten 
coaches Mike Riley of Nebraska and Paul 
Chryst of Wisconsin? What about Florida’s 
fix-it-now man Jim McElwain? There's major 
ground to gain for all these guys. 


10, The Heisman race. This could be one 
of the more memorable brawls for the most 
coveted individual honor in the game. The 
winner just won't be a defensive guy, or so 
we assume. Not fair, but, you know, reality. 


NICE WORK 
IF YOU CAN KEEP IT 


Frank Beamer was an outlier. 

He coached his first game at Virginia Tech 
in 1987, which made him the only college 
football head coach in America to have been 
at his school since before the 1999 season. 
What's more, he didn’t even win more than 
six games in a season until 1993 — the kind 
of six-year building project that no athletic 
director at a Power 5 school would presently 
have the social-media patience to endure. 

Now, Beamer has taken his ball and 
walked off into retirement, leaving Robert 
Anthony Stoops as the longest-tenured 
coach in college football. 

Oklahoma hired Bob on Dec. 1, 1998 — 
one day before Iowa announced Kirk Ferentz 
as its head coach. Those are the only two 
head coaches who have been at their current 
position since the last century. 

So, Beamer is gone; Georgia jettisoned 
Mark Richt down to Miami; Missouri's Gary 
Pinkel and UCF’s Georgia O'Leary resigned; 
Steve Spurrier hung up his South Carolina vi- 
sor, and Bronco Mendenhall — after 99 wins 
in 11 years at BYU — took flight for Virginia. 

Those were six of the top 10 longest- 
tenured coaches. 

Here is the new top 10 in continuous service 
(which rules out Kansas State's Bill Snyder): 


1. Bob Stoops, Oklahoma (hired Dec. 1, 1998) 
2. Kirk Ferentz, Iowa (Dec, 2, 1998) 


3. Gary Patterson, TCU (Dec. 8, 2000) 


S 


. Kyle Whittingham, Utah (Dec. 9, 2004) 


5. Frank Solich, Ohio (Dec. 17, 2004) 


a 


. Les Miles, LSU (Jan. 2, 2005) 


~s 


. Mike Gundy, Oklahoma State (Jan. 3, 2005) 
8. Rick Stockstill, Middle Tenn. (Dec. 12, 2005) 
9. Pat Fitzgerald, Northwestern (July 7, 2006) 


10. Mark Dantonio, Mich. St. (Nov. 27, 2006) 


* Air Force’s Troy Calhoun was hired about 
a month after Dantonio, so he, too, has nine 
seasons at his school. But only eight head 
coaches (just six from the Power 5 conferenc- 
es) have spent at least a decade on his school’s 
sideline. Moral of the story: Coaches have the 
money to buy, but perhaps they should rent. 
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By the time NFL commissioner 
Roger Goodell announced the first 
pick of the 2016 NFL Draft, our pals 
at NFLDraftScout.com had long been 
scouting, evaluating, breaking down 
the next wave of prospects. A year 
away from the 2017 draft, here is 
who they had as the top five seniors 
on their draft board at each major 
position group — and, remember, the 
pros are looking at potential as much, 
if not more, than college production. 
Check out NFLDraftScout.com to see 
how it changes once the games begin. 


Chad Kelly | Photo by Chuck Cook-USA TODAY Sports 
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DEFENSIVE END 
1. Jonathan Allen 
2. DeMarcus Walker 
3. Isaac Rochell 

4. Devonte Fields 

5. Deatrich Wise Jr. 
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1. Carlos Watkins 

2. Dalvin Tomlinson 
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National Top 25 — by Barton Simmons, 247Sports 


It was long thought that this would be the year that 
Alabama failed to secure the No. 1 recruiting class, but a furious finish on National 
Signing Day cemented Nick Saban’s sixth consecutive No. 1 class. 

This year's version featured two five-star linebackers from the state of 
Alabama (Lyndell Wilson and Ben Davis) and a five-star offensive tackle from 
northern California (Jonah Williams). 

Whether it was California or their own backyard, these dudes all had one 
thing in common; they're big. The defensive line is getting a 6-foot-7, 325-pounder 
named Raekwon Davis alongside a 6-5, 350-pounder named Kendell Jones. 

Not to be outdone on offense, 6-4, 350-pound offensive guard Deonte Brown, 6-7, 
325-pounder Scott Lashley and 6-5, 310-pound JC standout Charles Baldwin will 
carry on Alabama's physical style up front on offense. 

Defensively, add Terrell Hall to the freaks list. The 6-5, 245-pounder can play 
outside linebacker or defensive end for the Tide and as the No. 6 weakside defen- 
sive end in the country, and he is as physically impressive as they come. 

At the skill positions, Jalen Hurts is an athletic quarterback that put up crazy 
numbers for his high school in Texas, and his future backfield mate is the No. 2 
running back in the country, B.J. Emmons out of North Carolina. 


Jimbo Fisher is now putting together Top 5 classes in 
his sleep. Quietly the Seminoles have cruised to the top of the recruiting 
rankings regularly over the last seven years and this year's effort nearly took 
them to No. 1. 

Some of the most exciting players in this group come on the defensive side 
of the ball led by the nation’s top cornerback in the instinctive, explosive Levonta 
Taylor. Taylor makes up for limited size with crazy athleticism but this class brings 
in a 6-2 late riser at cornerback opposite him in Carlos Becker. On the defensive 
front, Brian Burns is the nation’s best speed-rusher and Shavar Manuel — a late 
steal from Florida — has enormous upside as the No. 9 defensive tackle in the 
country. 

Jimbo’s quarterback for 2016 is a California native named Malik Henry that 
throws one of the prettiest balls this class has to offer. Keith Gavin is Henry's top 
target in the class and he's got both size (6-3, 220) and athleticism (6-10 high 
jumper). Protecting Henry will be the nation’s No. 1 center Baveon Johnson and 
the No. 4 offensive tackle in Landon Dickerson, 

As a bonus, Florida State running back Amir Rasul from Miami happens to 
be one of the fastest track athletes in the country. 


No program can dominate its home state quite like LSU 
and the class of 2016 proved that. In a strong year in the state of Louisiana, LSU 
landed nine of the top ten prospects from within its own state. All of them were 
four-stars. 

Comerback Kristian Fulton is the top player among that in-state haul as the 
No. 2 cornerback in the country. He's getting some help from outside the state 
though. In addition to Fulton, LSU landed the No. 5 comerback in the country out 
of Florida (Saivion Smith) and the No. 3 safety in the country out of Texas (Eric 
Monroe). 

You could also make a case that LSU has brought in the best defensive line 
group in the country. Rashard Lawrence is a five-star out of Monroe (La.) Neville 
High School and his buddies include four-stars Edwin Alexander, Glen Logan and 
Andre Anthony, all of whom also hail from Louisiana. 

For LSU though, quarterback remains the big question mark and after losing 
a commitment late in the process, the Tigers salvaged the class by signing pro- 
ductive dual-threat passer Lindsey Scott. He'll throw to a group of receivers that 
are all 6-4 or taller and are led by an athletic beast in Drake Davis, 
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4. Ohio State 


gal 


: Urban Meyer didn't blink in the face of an increasingly 
competitive Big Ten on the recruiting trail. Ohio State continues to carry the flag 
for the conference and this effort is a national championship-caliber group based 
on the depth and balance top to bottom. 

It starts with a quarterback. Ohio State plucked Maryland native Dwayne 
Haskins out of the hands of the Terps and in him it landed one of the best pure 
throwers in this class. He brings with him another talented former Maryland com- 
mit in hard-hitting linebacker Keandre Jones. 

But Haskins will be most pleased with the pass-catchers that will be meeting 
him in Columbus. That includes one of the top receivers out of Florida in Binjimen 
Victor, the best wide receiver in the Midwest, Austin Mack and three four-star 
tight ends led by Ohio natives Jake Hausmann and Luke Farrell. Four-stars 
Antonio Williams and all-purpose speedster Demario McCall are the backfield of 
the future for the Buckeyes. 

Perhaps the biggest name of the class is a familiar one: Bosa. Joey Bosa’s 
younger brother, Nick Bosa, is the same style and same caliber player as his 
older brother. He's a five-star prospect and an instant impact college defensive 
end. 


Jim Harbaugh didn’t ease quietly into the recruiting 
waters during his first full cycle at Michigan, he jumped in like a cannonball. 
Harbaugh made noise with satellite camps and sleepovers with recruits but his 
biggest splash came on national signing day when he signed the nation’s No. 1 
recruit, defensive tackle Rashan Gary, one of the most versatile defensive linemen 
we've seen in years. 

Gary was part of a slew of elite talent that Michigan was able to mine out of 
the state of New Jersey. Kareem Walker (No. 4 running back) and Ahmir Mitchell 
(No. 9 wide receiver) joined Gary as part of a six-man group to sign with the 
Wolverines that included five of the state’s top 10 players. 

Harbaugh got his man at quarterback too. Brandon Peters, out of Indiana, 
has tremendous upside as a big, athletic, strong-armed quarterback with elite 
level basketball ability as well. 

Michigan only landed three from its own home state but among them were 
the state's top prospect, offensive guard Michael Onwenu and one of the top 
cornerbacks in the country in Lavert Hill. 

On the Michigan recruiting board, there may not be a bigger get than the 
pickup of Devin Bush Jr, out of Florida. A football gym rat, Bush is the son of a 
Florida State legacy but signed with Michigan, along with two high school team- 
mates. 


In 2013, Ole Miss brought in a game-changing 
class that featured Robert Nkemdiche, Laremy Tunsil and Laquon Treadwell 
among others. According to the 247Sports Composite team ratings, this 2016 
effort is an even more talented group. Quarterback is one reason why. 

Ole Miss landed the nation's No. 1 quarterback in 2016. Shea Patterson is a 
point guard under center that has mobility, a big arm and is fiercely competitive. 
And what an offensive arsenal Hugh Freeze put around him in this class. 

While Laremy Tunsil exits to the NFL, Ole Miss replaced one No. 1 offensive 
tackle with another. Texas native Gregory Little is the latest No. 1 offensive tackle 
to land in Oxford and he has the polish and ability to compete for a starting job 
from day one. 

At receiver, Ole Miss landed a beast out of Mississippi State's backyard in 
Starkville’s own A.J. Brown, The Rebels landed one out of their own backyard too 
in Oxford High School's Dekaylin Metcalf, a 6-4, 215-pound big-bodied target. 

On defense, the nation's No. 6 defensive tackle in Benito Jones and the 
No. 2 safety nationally in Deontay Anderson lead the way. Also keep an eye on 
Tariqious Tisdale, a 6-5 linebacker from Patrick Willis country. 
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7. Georgia 


With some of the best running backs in the country and 
a nasty defense, all Georgia has been missing was a quarterback. In Kirby 
Smart's first year at Georgia, he was able to land the most talented quarterback 
to hit Athens since Matthew Stafford. Lake Stevens (Wash.) High School product 
Jacob Eason is 6-5 with the biggest arm in the country and he will compete for a 
true freshman starting job. There won't be a more talented prospect on campus. 

Eason is bringing some help along with him. Two in particular that enrolled 
in time for spring practice include the nation's No. 1 tight end Isaac Nauta and the 
nation’s No. 9 offensive tackle, big 6-6, 345-pound Ben Cleveland. 

Other highlights on offense include running back Elijah Holyfield, the son of 
former heavyweight champ Evander Holyfield, speedy wide receiver Tyler Sim- 
mons who was a late steal from Alabama, and wide receiver Riley Ridley, 
the younger brother of Alabama standout Calvin Ridley. 

One of the most explosive players in the class is Mecole Hardman Jr. out of 
Elberton (Ga.) Elbert County. Hardman will arrive in Georgia as a defensive back 
but don't be surprised if he ends up taking some offensive reps during his career 
in Athens. He's that kind of an athlete. 


Despite all kinds of uncertainty surrounding the 
program, Clay Helton managed to steady the ship for USC with the No. 1 
recruiting class in the Pac-12. He did it behind two homegrown five-stars and the 
best class of wide receivers in the nation. 

Five-star defensive end Oluwole Betiku is the player in this USC class with 
the most upside. A Nigerian native with only two years of football under his belt, 
Betiku piled up 17 sacks as a senior. Five-star comerback Jack Jones, out of 
local power Long Beach Poly, has played football his whole life and he’s been 
dominating every step of the way. Those two talents will be hard to miss. 

The wide receiver class is highlighted by Michael Pittman and Josh 
Imatorbhebhe, both early enrollees and both big enough and polished enough 
to contribute as true freshmen. They're not even the highest rated receiver in the 
class though. That goes to silky smooth Tyler Vaughns, the No. 3 receiver in the 
nation. 

USC made some waves nationally in this class as well. Along with Georgia 
native Imatorbhebhe, USC stole OT E.J. Price away from his home state school 
of Georgia, swiped four-star FSU commit Jamel Cook out of Miami, stole Oregon 
RB commit Vavae Malepeai out of Hawaii and went to Pennsylvania for one of the 
nation's top tight ends in Cary Angeline. 


Aubum entered the 2016 recruiting cycle with a need at 
defensive line and it answered that need in a-big way. Auburn signed seven 
defensive linemen among its 21-man class and the lineup is impressive: Marlon 
Davidson (No. 4 strongside defensive end), Army All-American Antwuan Jackson 
(No. 7 defensive tackle), Paul James III (the No. 2 JC defensive end), Army 
All-American Derrick Brown (No. 4 defensive tackle), 6-8, 280-pound Prince 
Sammons, 6-6, 270-pound Nick Coe and 6-4, 260-pound Tashawn Manning. 

Auburn also needed a spark at quarterback in this class. After struggling 
at the position in 2015 without a dangerous running threat, Gus Malzahn went 
out and got two quarterbacks that will threaten defenses with their legs. The 6-3, 
225-pound Woody Barrett is the high school newcomer, while John Franklin II! 
comes in from the junior college ranks. Franklin will be one of the fastest players 
on Auburn's offense, and Barrett looks like a linebacker playing quarterback. 

The pass game should benefit from the arrival of two huge wide receivers 
as well. At 6-2, 205 pounds, Nate Craig-Myers was ranked as the No. 6 wide 
receiver in the country. At 6-2, 220 pounds, Kyle Davis is ranked as the No. 9 
wide receiver in the country. Both provide immediate red zone mismatches for the 
Auburn offense. 
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Clemson finished the 2016 cycle with the nation’s 
No. 10 class but pound-for-pound this was as good as any class in the country. It 
has star power everywhere. 

Wake Forest (N.C.) High School defensive tackle Dexter Lawrence is the 
No. 2 player in the country at 6-4, 330 pounds with freakish athleticism. Tavien 
Feaster is the No. 1 all-purpose back in the country at 5-11, 200 pounds with 
10.4 speed in the 100 meters. Tre Lamar is the No. 2 inside linebacker in the 
country as a 6-4, 240-pound monster in the middle. Right behind him as the 
No. 3 inside linebacker in the country is Shaq Smith out of national power IMG 
Academy. 

Clemson narrowly missed adding the nation’s No. 1 player to that haul on 
national signing day but still managed to bring in one signing day surprise in 
cornerback Trayvon Mullen. The long, rangy cornerback chose Clemson over the 
in-state powers and his long-time leader LSU and should compete for immediate 
playing time. 

Awide receiver class that included three four-star receivers, a more national 
approach that included landing two of the top three players from Kansas (both 
four-stars), and a quarterback in Zerrick Cooper, who has tremendous upside, all 
add to a stacked group. 


11. Texas 


There was no bigger story on national signing day than 
the close of Charlie Strong’s Longhorns. Texas landed 10 commitments in the 
final 24 hours of the recruiting cycle to vault itself out of the Big 12 cellar and into 
the national elite in a span of hours. 

That signing day flurry included flipping linebacker Erick Fowler, a Top100 
LSU commit, landing the nation's No. 1 safety in Brandon Jones, beating Florida 
State, Alabama and others on 6-3, 230-pound Top100 linebacker Jeffrey McCull- 
och and landing one-time Michigan commit Jalen Elliott at defensive tackle. 

Despite the signing day heroics, the early commits that enrolled in January 
may be the guys that have the biggest early impact on the program. Massive wide 
receiver Collin Johnson, out of California, looks like he has a chance to be one of 
the biggest early impact receivers in the country. Zach Shackelford could win a 
starting job at center as a true freshman. And then there's Shane Buechele, 
a savvy, talented quarterback with some athleticism that should lift the competition 
level at that position. 

While the bulk of Texas’ haul came from in-state prospects, there was a clear 
effort to get into Louisiana as well. Four signees came from the Pelican State, led 
by D'Andre Christmas-Giles, a defensive tackle out of New Orleans. 


A deep class for UCLA of nearly 30 signees featured 
one of the nation's best linebacking groups. Lokeni Toailoa and Krys Barnes 
are prototype inside linebackers that will really strike you and they're both 
ranked in the top 10 at their position. They're joined by five-star Mique Juarez, 
one of the nation’s most athletic defenders at any position. Ranked No. 11 in 
the nation, Juarez has safety athleticism and even played quarterback in high 
school. 

UCLA also capitalized on a deep year at receiver, particularly out west. Theo 
Howard and Dymond Lee are local four-star speedsters with big-play ability. Audie 
Omotosho is a big-bodied mismatch on the outside hailing from Texas. 

Quietly Francisco Perez, Michael Alves and upside tackle Alex Akingbulu 
have a chance to blossom into a dominant offensive line of the future as well. 
Each of those three in-state linemen are among the most athletic in the country. 

Two of UCLA's biggest commits came on National Signing Day. Four-star 
safety Brandon Burton picked the Bruins over the rest of the Pac-12 and four-star 
defensive tackle Boss Tagaloa was among the most highly-recruited prospects in 
the nation. 
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In Jim McElwain’s first full cycle recruiting at Florida, 
he brought in some serious firepower. 

Given some off-field issues at receiver, Florida is fortunate to have some 
game-ready pass-catchers coming to town. Most notably, Freddie Swain and 
Joshua Hammond are polished and ready to compete. Neither has the kind of 
upside that Tyrie Cleveland possesses though. At 6-3, Cleveland is a 4.3 guy 
in the 40 and is ranked as the No. 2 wide receiver in the nation. 

One of the names most likely to make a 2016 impact is 6-2, 230-pound 
junior college running back Mark Thompson, the No. 1 JC back in the country. 
Florida is thrilled with its quarterback signee too. While he may not be a freshman 
starter, Feleipe Franks is 6-6, 215 pounds with a 70-yard arm. He's ranked as the 
no. 5 pro style quarterback in the nation. 

On defense it's all about speed for the Gators. Cornerback Chauncey 
Gardner may be the fastest player in this class with verified 10.3 speed in the 100 
meters. Then there's edge rusher Antonneous Clayton, out of south Georgia, who 
has legit 4.7 speed at defensive end. 


14. Tennessee 


After two breakthrough years on the recruiting trail, 
Butch Jones needed a strong close to keep the momentum going in Knoxville 
—and he got it. The No. 1 junior college prospect in the country, Jonathan 
Kongbo, will bring his 6-5, 270-pound frame to the defensive line at Tennessee 
and could provide a major boost despite only having one full season of organized 
football to his credit. 

Another huge signing day pull for Tennessee was safety Nigel Warrior, the 
son of Tennessee great Dale Carter and the No. 4 safety in the country. 
Tennessee was also able to flip Miami commit Tyler Byrd in the closing days of 
the recruiting cycle. Byrd has the kind of toughness and athleticism to contribute 
at a number of positions across the secondary. 

At quarterback, the Tennessee staff is thrilled to have New Jersey product 
Jarrett Guarantano in the fold. He's the top-ranked dual-threat quarterback in the 
country and will be able to do everything Tennessee's offense asks, 

Guarantano is coming in with a couple of really talented targets to throw to. 
Former Miami commit Latrell Williams is the sleeper of the group while Army All- 
American Marquez Callaway, out of Georgia, is the biggest name. 


It starts up front for Notre Dame in the 2016 class. The 
lrish landed one of the nation’s best pair of bookends in Tommy Kraemer and 
Liam Eichenberg. Kraemer, at 6-6, 310 pounds, is the No. 3 offensive tackle in the 
country, and his fellow Ohio native Eichenberg is the No. 7 offensive tackle in the 
country. 

The Irish are bringing in big bookends at receiver too. Javon McKinley has 
been one of California's most productive receivers over the past two seasons and 
Chase Claypool at 6-5 has a tight end’s frame but a wide receiver's athleticism. 
Claypool's Canadian roots give Notre Dame an international flair. 

Maybe the biggest priority for the Irish in 2016 was safety and they brought 
ina slew of them. Devin Studstill, out of Florida, could be the best of the bunch 
but they also like Jalen Elliott, out of Virginia, and D.J. Morgan, out of California. 

Add Michigan to the map of Notre Dame success as well. Daelin Hayes at 
6-4, 250 pounds is ranked as the No. 10 outside linebacker in the country, but he 
could play defensive end or even grow into a defensive tackle. Khalid Kareem, 
at 6-4, 260 pounds, is the No. 9 strong-side defensive end. Both are Top 10 play- 
ers in the state of Michigan. 


16. Stanford 


David Shaw's 2016 recruiting effort should leave the 
offense in good hands. He got his quarterback of the future in K.J. Costello, the 
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No. 3 pro-style quarterback in the country and a kid that Stanford had been 
recruiting since his freshman year. To throw to, Costello will have Kaden Smith, 
the No. 2 tight end in the country and Simi Fehoko, one of the top big receivers 
in the nation. As a senior, Fehoko averaged 25 yards per catch and caught 
16 touchdown passes. 

Defensively, Curtis Robinson is as active and athletic as any linebacker 
in the nation. He's ranked as the No. 6 outside linebacker but in high school he 
showed the kind of athleticism to make plays at safety and wide receiver as well. 
Andrew Pryts is a hard-hitting Pennsylvania safety that committed to Stanford 
after decommitting from Penn State, where his father played for Joe Paterno. He'll 
have two physical corners flanking him as both Treyjohn Butler and Obi Eboh play 
with a safety’s toughness on the outside. 

Stanford's strong offensive line tradition pulled talented prospects from Vir- 
ginia (Clark Yarbrough), Maryland (Devery Hamilton), New Mexico (Henry Hattis) 
and even Hawaii (Nate Herbig). 


At Baylor, Art Briles has consistently put on the field one 
of the fastest teams in America. In the 2016 recruiting 
class, he probably has the fastest group in America. 


Let's start with Devin Duvernay. The wide receiver is a threat to score 
every time he touches the football thanks to his 10.2 seconds in the 100 meters, 
the fastest time in the state of Texas. Fellow wide receiver Jared Atkinson has 
10.5 speed in the 100 meters and has a 6-3 frame to go with it. Wide receiver 
Tren'Davian Dickson doesn't have the top end speed of either but he set a 
national record his junior season with 39 touchdown receptions. 

There's speed on defense too. Grayland Arnold is a 10.7 guy in the 100 
meters, while Raleigh Texada has run as fast as 10.6. 

Even in the trenches, athletes abound. Defensive end Brandon Bowen is a 
6-9 high jumper at 6-5, 230 pounds and he'll battle the nation’s No. 2 
offensive guard, Patrick Hudson every day in practice. 

Briles brought in a big strong-armed passer too. Zach Smith is a stand-and- 
deliver type of talent that can make every throw in the Baylor offense. 


18. Michigan State 


If Michigan State wants to continue to recruit players 
with a chip on their shoulder it's going to have to lean on something other than 
player rankings because this 2016 class is the highest ranked class of the Mark 
Dantonio era. 

This class may also introduce a new high-flying pass-happy identity to the 
Michigan State program because there are four receivers heading to East Lansing 
that are ranked in the four-star range. Donnie Corley, Cameron Chambers, Justin 
Layne and Trishton Jackson are all big 6-2-plus wideouts ranked in the Top 50 
nationally at their position. Their quarterback of the future is a good one too. Mes- 
siah deWeaver is the No. 11 pro-style quarterback in the country. 

Defense has always been the real identity of Mark Dantonio’s teams though 


_ and with this 2016 group of defensive linemen, that will continue to be the case. 


At nearly 6-7, Josh King is as long of a defensive end as there is in this class. 
Auston Robertson, Naquan Jones and Mike Panasiuk are also blue-collar, tough 
and athletic defensive linemen that will make things tough on Big Ten offenses. 

On the backend, keep an eye on the safety pairing of Demetric Vance and 
Kenney Lyke,who both have tremendous length and range. 


Texas A&M 


If you look at the rankings, Texas A&M recruiting cycled 
down after bringing in the No. 9, No. 5 and No. 11 ranked classes in the previous 
three years. But when you look at this 2016 class player by player, there aren't 
many weak links, 

Wide receiver is a strength in this class, with Quartney Davis, Kendrick 
Rogers and Moses Reynolds all as big, talented in-state athletes that have NFL 
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upside. Though it only recruited one defensive lineman, Justin Madubuike is a 
pretty good one to bring in as the No. 5 strongside defensive end in the country. 
On the other side of the line, 6-7, 283-pounder Kellen Deisch should develop into 
the next NFL offensive tackle product out of College Station. 

In the secondary, Texas A&M got Travon Fuller and Charles Oliver, big, 
long, cornerbacks that can run. The steals of the defense may be John Chavis’ 
finds out of Tennessee, 6-3, 200-pound safety Ikenna Okeke and an instinctive 
linebacker named Tyrel Dodson. 

One-time Oklahoma State commit Nick Starkel is the quarterback for this 
group and he'll have with him a thunder and lightning-type duo in the backfield in 
the powerful Rakeem Boyd and the explosive Trayveon Williams. 


20. Penn State 


Five decommitments in the final month before national 
signing day soured what was an otherwise strong class for the Nittany Lions. 

Consider that one year after Saquon Barkley dominated the Big Ten as 
a true freshman, Penn State is bringing in the No. 1-ranked running back in the 
class of 2016 in Miles Sanders. Consider that one year after Carl Nassib set the 
school record for sacks, Penn State is bringing in the most athletic edge-rusher 
in the country in Shane Simmons. And consider as Penn State searches desper- 
ately for stability at offensive line, it brings in the nation’s No. 1 offensive guard in 
Michal Menet. Considering all that, this 20th ranked class is a massive success 
for James Franklin and company. They got the guys that had to get. 

Along with those instant impact type of players, Penn State has some long 
plays too, Alex Gellerstedt is 6-7, 275 pounds, with only two years of offensive 
tackle under his belt, but his upside is immense. Danny Dalton is a tight end out of 
Massachussetts that may be as good as any in this class, and Zecheriah McPher- 
son may quietly be one of the nation’s best playmaking defensive backs. 


21. Oklahoma 


It was a small class for Oklahoma in 2016. Only 19 
players signed letters of intent and they signed from all over the country. Twelve 
different states were represented and Oklahoma pulled no more than three 
players from any one state. 

The defensive side of the ball got the biggest injection of playmakers in this 
class. Caleb Kelly (No. 3 outside linebacker) is one of the most athletic coverage 
linebackers in this class. Amani Bledsoe, at 6-5, 265 pounds, is a load on the de- 
fensive front and saw his stock soar late in the process. Louisiana safety Chanse 
Sylvie is an absolute gym rat and football junkie that should add to OU's strong 
defensive back tradition. So too should California cornerback Jordan Parker, the 
No. 16 cornerback in the country. 

On offense, North Carolina native Austin Kendall has put up absurd num- 
bers on the high school level and should be a great fit to operate Lincoln Riley's 
spread system. Another Atlantic coast product, Abdul Adams, is a complete back 
to add depth to that loaded position group, and big wide receiver Zach Farrar was 
a late pickup out of Texas that should prove to be a steal. 


If the Al Golden tenure at Miami was too boring for 

Hurricane fans, his recruiting at least held their attention. During the 2016 
recruiting cycle under Golden and the subsequent transition to the Mark Richt era, 
no less than 25 prospects decommitted from Miami. While two of those prospects 
ultimately rejoined the fold, Richt should bring some much needed stability to 
Miami recruiting. 

One of those prospects that Miami was able to get back in the boat is 
local wide receiver Ahmmon Richards. A big, smooth talent on the outside, he's 
contrasted by the small, suddenness of 5-8 slot receiver Sam Bruce. 

Travis Homer is a 4.4 speed back who can be a home run hitter out of the 
backfield, and Jack Allison, at quarterback, has the size and arm talent to really 
develop under Mark Richt. New Jersey tight end Jovani Haskins is another 
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weapon he'll have to throw to. Big and athletic enough to play quarterback in high 
school, we think he'll be a star. 

Linebacker is a strength of this class defense. Physical, thumping middle 
linebacker Shaquille Quarterman and athletic sideline to sideline linebacker 
Zach McCloud are both on campus early and can compete immediately. 


Thanks to eight early enrollees, five of whom are either 
JC or prep school prospects, this TCU class is likely to produce some early 
contributors in the 2016 season. Among those early enrollees, Taj Williams is 
sure to see the field as the No. 1-ranked junior college wide receiver in the 
country. Don't rule out some freshman playing time for high school product Sewo 
Olonilua though. At nearly 6-3, 220 pounds, the Army All-American running back 
won't need a year in the weight room to get college ready physically. 


Defensively, four-star Ross Blacklock will be the biggest defensive line- 
man on the TCU roster the second he steps on campus. He's 6-4 and nearly 
330 pounds and he's extremely athletic. Former Florida State commit Tyree 
Horton can be an impact player at linebacker, and Isaiah Chambers is the 
No. 7 strong side defensive end in the country out of Aldine MacArthur High 
School in Texas. 

TCU's coaching staff is always strong at identifying talent and getting in on 
late bloomers. Safety Innis Gaines and running back Darius Anderson are this 
year's additions that fall under that category. Both have senior film that is off the 
charts. 


24. South Carolina 


Will Muschamp may not have inherited a talented roster 
at the quarterback position at South Carolina but he sure is recruiting some 
talented replacements. In this class, Mushchamp is bringing in two four-star 
quarterbacks. 

One, Brandon Mcllwain, who is athletic enough to be a major league 
baseball prospect, is an Elite 11 quarterback and is dripping with intangibles. The 
second, Jake Bentley, is a 6-4, 220-pound strong-armed passer who graduated 
a full year early to play for Muschamp and his father, assistant coach Bobby 
Bentley. They both have the ability to start as true freshmen. 

Bryan Edwards, a 6-3, 210-pound wide receiver, will be on the field with 
them if either quarterback wins the job. Edwards is an Army All-American who 
was dominant as a senior before injury. There are several talented pass-catchers 
coming to Columbia and running back Rico Dowdle can do it all out of the back- 
field. A 2,000-yard rusher as a senior, Dowdle emerged from obscurity to land the 
South Carolina offer and committed. 


25. 


Every great class starts with a quarterback and 
Nebraska got its man in 2016. Patrick O’Brien, out of San Juan Hills (Calif.) San 
Juan Capistrano, was arguably the best quarterback in the state of California last 
season and he represents a powerful push into the state for Mike Riley's staff. 

Along with O'Brien, Nebraska landed two four-star safeties out of California 
in Lamar Jackson and Marquel Dismuke. It also landed wide receiver Derrion 
Grim, one of the state's most productive wide receivers. 

lowa's John Raridon and South Dakota's Matt Farniok are four-star headlin- 
ers of Nebraska's offensive line haul. Both are gritty blue-collar types that bring 
a lot of toughness to the line of scrimmage. 

There is athleticism coming to Lincoln too though. Tre Bryant is one of the 
nation’s most athletic running backs, and the diminutive JD Spielman is electric 
with the ball in his hands and will provide explosive playmaking ability. 

Nebraska is getting bigger in the secondary with this class. Along with 
Jackson and Dismuke, 6-3 and 6-1 respectively, the Huskers are adding 6-1, 
210-pound JoJo Dormann out of Colorado at safety and 6-2 cornerback Tony 
Butler out of Ohio. 
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100 FOR 2016 
# INCOMING 


FRESHMEN 
TOP 100 PLAYERS 


By 247Sports 
Rk. Name Pos Ht Wt. 
1, Rashan Gary OT 6-5 293 Paramus Catholic US, 
2. Dexter Lawrence OT 6-4 —327_Wake Forest Forest, 
3._ Gregory Little OT 6-5 305. Allen (Allen, TX) Ole Miss 


High School/Hometown 
Michi 
Clemson 


Pos Ht. School 
CB 6-3 191 _IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) LSU 
PRO 6-3 185 Long Beach Poly (Long Beach, CA) Florida State 
DT 6-2 308 Cedar Grove (Ellenwood, GA) Auburn 
0G 6-55 325 Silsbee (Silsbee, 

51. Brian Bums WDE 6-45 209 American Heritage (Fort Lauderdale, FL) 
52._N’keal WR 6-4 210 Chandler ler, 

53. DeontayAnderson S$ 6-1 192 Manvel (Manvel, TX) Ole Miss 
54, Feleipe Franks PRO. 6-5.5 210 Wakulla (Crawfordville, FL) Florida 
55. Eric Monroe S$ 6-0 —_ 185 _North Shore (Houston, TX) LSU 
56. Justin Madubuike SDE 6-3 250 McKinney North (McKinney, TX) Texas A&M 
57. Tre Lamar ILB 6-4 240 Roswell (Roswell, GA) Clemson 


Rk. Name 

47. Saivion Smith 
48. Malik Henry 
_49. Antwuan Jackson 
50. Patrick Hudson 


Wt. High School/Hometown 


Florida State 
Arizona State 


4, Shea Patterson PRO 6-2 195 IMGAcademy (Bradenton, FL) =O Miss. 
5. Jacob Eason PRO 6-5 210 Lake Stevens (Lake Stevens, WA) Georgia 


6. Ed Oliver DT 6-2 277 Westfield (Houston, TX) = Houston 
7. Levonta Taylor __—<CB_=5-11__ 182 _Ocean Lakes (Virginia Beach, VA) Florida State 


58. Nigel Warrior = Ss S_— 6-0 ~—*186_ Peachtree juwanee, | Tennessee 


59. Jeffrey McCulloch OLB 6-2.5 230 Aldine Davis (Houston, TX) 


60. Trayvon Mullen CB 6-1 _ 168 Coconut Creek (Pompano Beach, FL) 
61. Brandon Peters PRO 6-45 209 Avon (Avon, IN) Michigan 


Texas 


Clemson 


8._ Nick Bosa SDE 6-4 265 St. Thomas Aquinas (Fort Lauderdale, FL) _Ohio State 
9._ Derrick Brown OT 6-3 315 Lanier (Buford, GA) Aubum 


62._Nigel Knott CB 5-11 175 Germantown (Madison, MS) _ _ Alabama 
63. Michael Divinity OLB 6-3 224 John Ehret (Marrero, LA) LSU 


10. Ben Davis ILB_ 6-3. 240 Gordo (Gordo, AL) Alabama 
11. Mique Juarez OLB 6-15 231 North High (Torrance, CA) UCLA 


64. Terrell Hall WDE 6-5 250 St. John’s College HS (Washington, DC) Alabama 
65. David Long CB 6-0 _175 Loyola (Los Angeles, CA) Michigan 


42._ Isaac Nauta TE 64 237 _ IMG. GA) Georgia 
13. Mecole Hardman Jr, ATH 5-10 169 Elbert County (Elberton, GA) Georgia 


66. Edwin Alexander = DT_~—6-2_—-333_ St. Thomas Aquinas (Hammond, LA) LSU 
67. Shavar Manuel DT 6-4 290 IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) Florida State 


14. Demetris Robertson WR 5-11.75 175 Savannah Christian Prep (Savannah, GA) None 
15, Lyndell Wilson OLB 6-2 220 Carver (Montgomery, AL) Alabama 
16. Oluwole Betiku WDE 6-3.5 240 _Junipero Serra (Gardena, CA) USC 


68. Julian Rochester DT 6-5 _327_ McEachern (Powder Springs, GA) Georgia 
69. Michael Pittman WR 6-4 209 Oaks Christian (Thousand Oaks, CA) usc 


70._ Curtis Robinson OLB 6-275 210 Mater Dei (Santa Ana, CA) Stanford 


17. Jonah Williams OT 6-5 296 Folsom (Folsom, CA) Alabama 


18._ McTelvin Agim SDE 6-3 288 Hope (Hope, AR) Arkansas 
19. Simmons SDE 6-35 277 Noxubee County (Macon, Mississippi State 


20._ Miles Sanders RB 5-11 199 Woodland Hills (Pittsburgh, PA) Penn State 
21. Kristian Fulton CB 6-0 178 Archbishop Rummel (Metairie, LA) LSU 


71. Shyheim Carter CB__6-0 190 Kentwood (Kentwood, LA) 
72. Kyle Davis __—=—sWR_6-2__220_Archer (Lawrenceville, GA) 

73. Terrance Davis (0G 6-4 305 DeMatha Catholic (Hyattsville, MD) 
74. Devin Asiasi ‘TE 63 270 Dela Salle (Concord, CA) 

75._ Erick Fowler OLB 6-1 226 Manor (Manor, TX) 


Aubum 
Maryland 
Michigan 

Texas _ 


22, Jack Jones CB 5-11 164 Long Beach Poly (Long Beach, CA) USC 
23. Rashard Lawrence DT 6-3 310 _Neville (Monroe, LA) LSU 


76. Austin Mack WR 6-2 205 Luers (Fort Wayne, 
77. Jarrett Guarantano DUAL 6-4 205 Bergen Catholic (Oradell, NJ) 


Ohio State 
Tennessee 


24. Benito Jones DT 6-2 285 Wayne County (Waynesboro, MS) Ole Miss 
25. Caleb Kelly OLB 6-3.25 215 Clovis West (Fresno, CA) Oklahoma 


78, Shag Smith “IMB 6-3 239 IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) 
79. Landon Young OT 6-7 270 Lafayette (Lexington, KY) 


26. Antonneous Clayton WDE 6-3 225 Florida 
27. Tommy Kraemer OT 6-6 309 Elder (Cincinnati, OH) Notre Dame 


80. Liam OT 66 290 _ St Ignati and, 
81. Lamar Jackson S63 205 Franklin (Elk Grove, CA) 


28. Michal Menet 0G 6-5 273 Exeter Township (Reading, PA) __ Penn State 
29. Marlon Davidson SDE 6-6 270 Greenville (Greenville, AL) Aubum 


82. Sam Bruce WR 5-8 180 _St. Thomas Aquinas (Fort Lauderdale, FL) Miami 
83, Raekwon Davis OT 6-6.5 327 Meridian (Meridian, MS) Alabama 


30. Tavien Feaster APB 5-11 200 Clemson 
31, Landon Dickerson OT 6-5 _—_ 300 South Caldwell (Hudson, NC) Florida State 


32,_Jonathon Cooper WDE 6-225 234 Gahanna Lincoln (Columbus, OH) Ohio State 
33._ Tyrie Cleveland WR 6-25 189 Westfield (Houston, TX) Florida 


84. EJ. Price OT 66 311 Archer fille, USC 
85. Janarius Robinson _ WDE _6-4.75 236 Bay (Panama City, FL) Florida State 


86. Tyler Byrd CB 5-11.5 194 Naples (Naples, FL) Tennessee 
87. Dwayne Haskins PRO 6-3 198 The Bulis School (Potomac, MD) Ohio State 


34,_Tyler Vaughns WR 6-15 177 Bishop Amat (La Puente, CA) _ usc 


88. Michael Onwenu 0G 6-3 360 Cass Technical (Detroit, Ml) Michigan 


._ B.J. Emmons RB 5-10 232 Freedom (Morganton, NC) Alabama 


89. Dontavious Jackson ILB 6-2 239 _Alief Elsik (Houston, TX) Florida State 


. Devin Duvernay WR 5-11 195 Sachse (Sachse, TX) Baylor 
. Kaden Smith TE _6-5.5 235 Marcus (Flower Mound, TX) Stanford 


90. Keandre Jones OLB 6-3 198 Good Counsel (Olney, MD) Ohio State 
91. Ben Cleveland OT 6-6 319 Stephens County (Toccoa, GA) Georgia 


5. AJ. Brown WR 6-1 220 Starkville (Starkville, MS) Ole Miss 
._ Ben Bredeson OT 6-5 307 _ Arrowhead (Hartland, Wi) Michigan 


92. Carter Coughlin OLB 6-3. 221 _ Eden Prairie (Eden Prarie, MN) Minnesota 
93. Kendell Jones OT 6-5 375 Shoemaker (Killeen, TX) Alabama 


. Brandon Jones S__5-11.5 193 Nacogdoches (Nacogdoches, TX) Texas 
«_ Shane Simmons WDE 6-4 221 DeMatha Catholic (Hyattsville, MD) Penn State 


94. Jamel Cook ATH 6-4 190 Miami Central , USC 
95. Devwah Whaley RB 6-0 209 Beaumont Central (Beaumont, TX) Arkansas 


42. Baveon Johnson OC 6-3 310 Lake Gibson (Lakeland, FL) Florida State 


96. Josh King SDE 6-65 245 Hinsdale South (Darien, 1L) Michigan State 


43. Nate Craig-Myers = WR 6-2 205 ‘Tampa Catholic (Tampa, FL) Auburn 


- Byron Murphy CB 5-10.75 164 Saguaro (Scottsdale, AZ) Washington 


44, Demario McCall APB 5-9.5 171 North Ridgeville (North Ridgeville, OH) Ohio State 
45. Chauncey Gardner CB 6-0 194 Cocoa (Cocoa, FL) "Florida 


97, 
98. Xavier Kelly WDE 6-4.5 240 East (Wichita, KS) Clemson 
99. Binjimen Victor WR 6-3.75 177 Coconut Creek (Fort Lauderdale, FL) Ohio State 


46. KJ Costello PRO 6-4 213 Santa Margarita Cath. (Rancho Santa Margarita, CA) Stanford 


100. Kareem Walker RB 6-1 210 _De Paul Catholic (Wayne, NJ) Michigan 
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EHIGH SCHOOL 


SENIORS 
TOP 100 PLAYERS 


By 247Sports 
Rk. Name Pos Ht. - Wt. High School/Hometown 


1. Najee Harris RB 6-2 220 Antioch (Antioch, CA) 
2. Dylan Moses OLB 6-2 220 IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) 


School 
Alabama 


Rk. Name Pos Ht. 
47. Maleik ATH 6-1.5 195 LaVergne (LaVergne, Th 

48. Jamyest Williams CB 5-9 170 _Archer (Lawrenceville, GA) 

49. DJ, Matthews _ WR 5-10 150 Trinity Christian Academy (Jacksonville, FL) Florida St. 
50. Anthony McFarland Jr. APB 5-9 189 DeMatha Catholic (Hyattsville, MD) 

51. Chase Young WDE 6-5 220 DeMatha Catholic (Hyattsville, MD) 

52._ Tyrese Robinson 0G 6-4 310 McKinney Boyd (Mckinney, TX) Oklahoma 
53,_ Jake Fromm PRO 6-2.5 224 Houston County (Warmer Robins, GA) Georgia 
_54._J.K. Dobbins APB 5-10 200 La Grange (La Grange, TX) Ohio State 


55. AlexLeatherwood OT 6-5 297 _ Washington (Pensacola, FL) _Alabama 
56. Trey Smith OT 6-5 302 _University School of Jackson (Jackson, TN) 


Wt. High School/Hometown School 


3._Josh Myers OT 6-6 290 Miami Miamisbu Ohio State 


4. Marvin Wilson OT 6-4 316 _Episcopal (Bellaire, TX) 


57. D.D. Bowie WR 6-1 170. Morton (Morton, MS) ___ Ole Miss 
58, Todd Harris $ 6-0 180 Plaquemine (Plaquemine, LA) 


5. Donovan Jones WR 6-2 192 Cass Technical it, Mi 


6. Darnay Holmes CB 5-10 190 Calabasas (Calabasas, CA) 


59, Tua Tagovailoa DUAL 6-1 190 _St. Louis 


60. Jake Moretti OT 6-5 285 Pomona (Arvada, CO) Ohio State 


Aubum 


7. Calvin Ashi OT 6-6 305 _ First Academy (Orlando, 


G1. Fagan $ 6-2 182 Mainland na Beach, Florida State 


62, Austin Deculus OT 6-6 315 _Oy-Fair (Cypress, TX) 


8, Foster Sarell OT 6-6 320 Graham Kapowsin (Graham, WA) 


9. Jeffrey Okudah S$ _—_-6-1.5 194 South Grand Prairie (Grand Prairie, TX) 
10. Deangelo Gibbs CB 6-2 204 Grayson (Loganville, GA) 


63. Lagaryonn Carson SDE 6-4 260 _Liberty-Eylau (Texarkana, TX) 
64, Jhamon Ausbon WR 6-25 217 IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) 


11. Trevon Grimes WR 6-4 195 _St. Thomas Aquinas (Fort Lauderdale, FL) 
12. Shaun Wade CB 6-1 ~—-177_ Trinity Christian Acad, (Jacksonville, FL) Ohio State 


65. Anthony Hines IB 6-25 222 Plano East (Plano, TX) 
66. Nico Collins WR 6-5 195 _Clay-Chalkville (Pinson, AL) 


13, Tyler Shelvin DT 6-2 329 _Northside LSU 
14. Austin Jackson OT 6-5 260 _North Canyon (Phoenix, AZ) 


67. Justin Foster OLB 6-3 245 Crest (Shelby, NC) 
68. Jay Tufele DT 6-3 284 Bingham (South Jordan, UT) 


45. AJ. Epenesa SDE 6-5 230 Edwardsville (Edwardsville, 
16. Tee Higgins WR 6-5 190 Oak Ridge (Oak Ridge, TN) 


69._ Robert Hain: 0G 6-45 276 IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL| 
70. Micah Clark OT 6-5 283 _ St. John Vianney Regional (Holmdel, NJ) 


17. Baron Brownii OLB 6-3 230 Kennedale (Kennedale, TX) 


71. Andrew Thomas OT 6-5 295 Pace Academy (Atlanta, GA) 


18. Dylan McCaffrey PRO 6-5 200 Valor Christian (Littleton, CO) 


19. Isaiah Wilson. OT 67 322 Pol rooklyn, 
20. Joseph Lewis WR 6-1.5 207 Hawkins (Los Angeles, CA) 


72. Drew Singleton OLB 6-2 215 Paramus Catholic (Paramus, NJ) 
73. Greg Johnson ATH 5-10 185 Hawkins (Los Angeles, Arizona 
74, Deommodore Lenoir CB 5-10.5 182 Bishop Mora Salesian (Los Angeles, CA) 


21. Tyjon Lindsey WR 5-85 180 Centennial (Corona, CA) 


75. Haskell Garrett DT 6-2 298 Bishop Gorman (Las Vegas, NV) Ohio State 


22. JaCoby Stevens ATH 6-2 200 Oakland (Murfreesboro, TN) 


_76._ Shawn Robinson DUAL 6-1 213 Guyer (Denton, TX) TCU 


23. Tedarrell Slaton OT 6-45 353 American Heritage (Fort Lauderdale, FL) : 
24. Wyatt Davis OT 6-5 310 St. John Bosco (Bellflower, CA) 


77._ Jaelan Phill WDE 6-5 235 Redlands East Val ds, 
78, VanDarius Cowan “OLB 6-4 ~—217_- Palm Beach Gardens (Palm Beach Gardens, FL) Florida St. 


25. Joshua Kaindoh WDE 6-6 256 IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) _ - 
26. Hunter Johnson PRO 6-3 200 Brownsburg (Brownsburg, IN) Clemson 


79. Alijah Vera-Tucker OT 6-4 —_291_ Bishop O'Dowd (Oakland, CA) 
80. Davis Mills PRO 6-3 192 Greater Atlanta Christian School (Norcross, GA) Stanford 


27. Stanford Samuels CB_—6-2_—_—-175 Charles W Flanagan (Holl f 


81. Deon Jones CB 6-1 —_180_Archbishop Carroll (Washington, DC) _ ; 


28, Jarez Parks WDE 6-5 255 Sebastian River (Sebastian, FL) 


82. Ty Chandler RB 5-11 190 Montgomery Bell Academy (Nashville, TN) 


29, Tate Martel DUAL 5-105 203 Bishop Gorman (Las Vegas, NV) Texas A&M 


30, Jedrick Wills OT 6-5 315 _ Lafayette (Lexington, KY) 


83._ Osiris St. Brown WR 6-1 178 Mater Dei (Anaheim, CA) 
84. Sam Ehlinger DUAL 6-1 207 Westlake (Austin, TX) Texas 


31. Richard LeCounte ll $ 5-105 174 Liberty County (Riceboro, GA) Georgia 
32._D'Andre Swift APB 5-9 204 St. Joseph's (Philadelphia, PA) 


85,_Levi Draper ILB 6-35 222 Collinsville (Collinsville, OK) Oklahoma _ 
86. Chevin Calloway CB 5-10 180_ Bishop Dunne (Dallas, TX) 


33,_Jeff Thomas WR 5-10 170 __ East St. Louis (East Saint Louts, IL) 


87. Cordarrian Richardson RB 5-11 220 _Trezevant (Memphis, TN) ___ Clemson 


34, Stephen Carr RB 6-0 202 ~—Summit (Fontana, CA) 


88, Devonta Smith WR 6-1 165 Amite (Amite, LA) 


35. Cam Akers RB 5-14.5 210 Clinton (Clinton, Ms) 


89. Markail Benton OLB 6-1.5 237 Central (Phenix City, AL) 


36. Robert Beal WDE 6-3.5 230 Norcross (Norcross, GA) 


90. Toneil Carter RB 5-11 205 Langham Creek (Houston, TX) 


37. Lamont Wade CB 5-9 185 Clairton (Clairton, PA 
Ohio State 


91. Christopher Allen OLB 6-4 222 Southern University Lab School (Baton Rouge, LA) 
92. Austin Troxell OT 6-7 275 Madison Academy (Madison, AL) 


38._ Isaiah Pryor S _6-1.5 195 IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL)_ 
39, Devon Hunter ATH 6-3 210 Indian River (Chesapeake, V/ 


93. Montaric Brown S__6-1___175 Ashdown (Ashdown, AR) 


40. Jack Anderson OG 6-45 285 Frisco (Frisco, TX) Texas Tech 


94. Bruce Jordan-Swilling OLB 6-0 215 Brother Martin (New Orleans, LA) 


41. Thomas Graham CB 5-11 170 Rancho Cucamonga (Rancho Cucamonga, CA) USC 


95. Marcus Williamson CB 5-9 180 _IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) Ohio State 


42. Khalan Laborn APB 5-9 193 Ocean Lakes (Virginia Beach, VA) 


96. Tarik Black WR 6-4 208 Cheshire Academy (Cheshire, CT) 


43. James Robinson WR 6-3 196 Lakeland (Lakeland, 


97. Chuck Filiaga OT 6-5 —_330_ Vista Murrieta (Murrieta, CA) 


44. Nate McBride ILB_ 6-2 220 Vidalia Comprehensive (Vidalia, GA) 


98, Paris Ford S 6-1 _ 180 _Steel Valley (Pittsburgh, PA) Pittsburgh _ 


45. Jerry J WR 6-1 180 _Deerfield Beach (Pompano Beach, 
46. Brock Wright TE 6-45 243 Cy-Fair (Cypress, TX) 


99, Derrick Tucker S 6-25 210 Manvel (Manvel, TX) : 
100. Colin Wilson RB 6-1 220 Clay (Green Cove Springs, FL) 
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TOP 5 PLAYERS 
Hi BY POSITION 520500 


QUARTERBACK 
4. Shea Patterson 
5, Jacob Eason 
46. KJ Costello 
48. Malik Hei 
54. Feleipe Franks 
RUNNING BACK 
20. Miles Sanders 
30. Tavien Feaster 
35._B.J. Emmons 


44, Demario McCall 


IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) _ 

‘Lake Stevens (Lake Stevens, WA) 

Santa Margarita Catholic (Rancho Santa Margarita, CA) 
‘Long Beach Poy (Long Beach, CA) 

Wakulla (Crawfordville, FL) 


Florida State 


Woodland Hills (Pittsburgh, PA) 


14, Demetris Robertson 
33._ Tyrie Cleveland 

34._ Tyler Vaughns 

36. Devin Duvemay 
38, AJ. Brown: 
TISHT END 

12. Isaac Nauta 

37._ Kaden Smith 

74, Devin Asiasi 

120. Jake Hausmann _ 
155. Naseir Upshur 
OFFENSIVE LIME 

3._ Gregory Little 


Bishop Amat (La Puente, CA) 
Sachse (Sachse, TX) 
Starkville (Starkville, MS) 


|S |5 |5 |5|5 


IMG Academy (Buford, GA) 

__ Marcus (Flower Mound, TX) 
De La Salle (Concord, CA) 
Archbishop Moeller (Cincinnati, OH) 
Imhotep Institute (Philadelphia, PA) 


mm mt rt lA 


Allen (Allen, TX) 


TOP & 
SCHOOLS 
m BY POSITION 


By 247Sports 


QUARTERBACK 


1. Ole Miss 

Shea Patterson, 6-1.5/192, Bradenton (Fla.) IMG Academy 

2. Georgia 

Jacob Eason, 6-5.5/208, Lake Stevens (Wash.) High 

3. South Carolina 

Brandon Mcllwain, 6-0/200, Newton (Pa.) Council Rock 

Jake Bentley, 6-3.5/219, Opelika (Ala.) High 

4. Virginia Tech 

Jerod Evans, 6-4/225, Athens (Texas) Trinity Valley C.C. 

Joshua Jackson, 6-2/200, Saline (Mich.) High 

3S ee re 
KJ Costello, 6-4/213, Rancho Santa Margarita (Calif) Santa Margarita Cath. 


1. Ohio State 
Demario McCall, 5-9.5/171, North Ridgeville (Ohio) High 
Antonio Williams, 5-11/210, New London (N.C.) North Stanley 


17. Jonah Williams 
27. Tommy Kraemer 
28, Michal Menet 
31, Landon Dickerson 6-5 300 
DEFENSIVE TACELE 
1. Rashan Gary 6-5 293 Paramus Catholic (Paramus, NJ) 
2. Dexter Lawrence - 327__- Wake Forest (Wake Forest, NC) 
6. Ed Oliver 277 __ Westfield (Houston, TX) 
317 Lanier (Buford, GA) 
305 Neville (Monroe, LA) 


Folsom (Folsom, CA) 
Elder (Cincinnati, OH) 

Exeter Township ( Pi 
South Caldwell (Hudson, NC) 


6-4 265 —_St. Thomas Aquinas (Fort Lauderdale, FL) 


2. Alabama 

B.J. Emmons, 5-10/232, Morganton (N.C.) Freedom 

Joshua Jacobs, 5-10/200, Tulsa (Okla.) McLain 

3. Texas A&M 

Trayveon Williams, 5-9/185, Houston (Texas) C.E. King 

Rakeem Boyd, 5-11/198, Houston (Texas) Stratford 
4, UCLA 

Damian Alloway, 5-8.5/170, Fontana (Calif.) Summit 

Demetric Felton, 5-10/170, Temecula (Calif.) Great Oak 

Brandon Stephens, 6-0.5/201, Plano (Texas) High 


16, Oluwole Betiku 6-35 240 ——_Junipero Serra 
18._ McTelvin Agim 6-25 268 _Hope (Hope, AR) 
19._Jeffery Simmons 6-35 277 _ Noxubee County (Macon, MS) 
26. Antonneous Clayton 6-3 218 _Dooly County (Vienna, GA) _ 
LINEBACKER 
10. Ben Davis ILB 6-3 ~ Gordo (Gordo, AL) 
11. Mique Juarez OLB 6-15 North High (Torrance, CA) 
15. Lyndell Wilson OB C62 Carver (Montgomery, AL) 
6-3.25 2 Clovis West (Fresno, CA) 

Roswell (Roswell, GA) 


7._ Levonta Taylor 
21. Kristian Fulton 


Ocean Lakes (Virginia Beach, VA) 
Archbishop Rummel (Metairie, LA) 
22. Jack Jones Long Beach Poly (Long Beach, CA) 
40. Brandon Jones 193 __ Nacogdoches (Nacogdoches, TX) 
45. Chauncey Gardner 194 Cocoa (Cocoa, FL) 
ATHLETE 


13. Mecole Hardman Jr. ATH 5-10 169 Elbert County (Elberton, GA) 


94. Jamel Cook ATH 6-4 190 Miami Central (Miami, FL) USC 
103. Marquez Callaway ATH 6-15 ~~ Warner Robins (Warner Robins, GA) a 


113. Trevon Diggs 6-0 The Avalon School (Rockville, MD) 
124, Sewo Olonilua oF Kingwood (Humble, TX) <= 


Jalen Starks (FB), 6-1/240, Encino (Calif.) Crespi 

5. Michigan 

Kareem Walker, 6-1/210, Wayne (N.J.) De Paul Catholic 
Chris Evans, 5-11/186, Indianapolis (Ind.) Ben Davis 
Kingston Davis (FB), 6-1/225, Prattville (Ala.) High 


1. USC 

Tyler Vaughns, 6-1.5/177, La Puente (Calif,) Bishop Amat 

Michael Pittman, 6-4/209, Westlake Village (Calif.) Oaks Christian 

Trevon Sidney, 5-11/157, La Puente (Calif. Bishop Amat 

Josh Imatorbhebhe, 6-2/205, Suwanee (Ga.) North Gwinnett 

Keyshawn Young, 5-11/175, Miami (Fla.) Senior 

Velus Jones Jr., 5-11/180, Saraland (Ala.) High 

2. Baylor 
Devin Duvernay, 5-11/195, Sachse (Texas) High 

Tren'Davian Dickson, 5-11/163, Navasota (Texas) High ; 
Jared Atkinson, 6-3/199, Mesquite (Texas) Hom 

Denzel Mims, 6-4/180, Daingerfield (Texas) High 
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3. Auburn 
Nate Craig-Myers, 6-2/205, Tampa (Fla.) Catholic 
Kyle Davis, 6-2/218, Lawre (Ga.) Archer 
Eli Stove, 6-1/178, Niceville (Fla.) High 

quis McClain, 6-2/209, Crestview (Fla.) High 
4. Ohio State 
Austin Mack, 6-2/205, Fort Wayne (Ind.) Bishop Luers 
Binjimen Victor, 6-4/180, Pompano Beach (Fla.) Coconut Creek 
5. Michigan State 
Donnie Corley, 6-2.5/185, Detroit (Mich.) Martin Luther King 
Justin Layne, 6-3/180, Cleveland (Ohio) Benedictine 
Cameron Chambers, 6-1.5/204, Sicklerville (N.J.) Timber Creek 
Trishton Jackson, 6-3/190, West Bloomfield (Mich.) High 


TIGHT END 


1. Ohio State 
Jake Hausmann, 6-4.5/230, Cincinnati (Ohio) Archbishop Moeller 


Luke Farrell, 6-6/240, Perry (Ohio) High : 
Kierre Hawkins, 6-4/225, Maple Heights (Ohio) High 


2. Ole Miss 


Octavious Cooley, 6-3/220, Laurel (Miss.) High 


Gabe Angel, 6-3/212, Cookeville (Tenn.) High 
Jacob Mathis, 6-3.5/223, Tampa (Fla.) Berkeley Prep 


3. Stanford 


Kaden Smith, 6-5.5/235, Flower Mound (Texas) Marcus 
Scooter Harrington, 6-5/235, Greenwich (Conn.) High 


4. Michigan 
Devin Asiasi, 6-3/270, Concord (Calif.) De La Salle 


Nick Eubanks, Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) American Heritage 
Sean McKeon, 6-5/230, Dudley (Mass.) Shepherd Hil 


5. Georgia 
Isaac Nauta, 6-3,25/244, Bradenton (Fla.) IMG Academy 


1. Florida State 

Landon Dickerson, 6-5/300, Hudson (N.C.) South Caldwell 

Baveon Johnson, 6-3/310, Lakeland (Fla,) Lake Gibson 

Jauan Williams, 6-7/303, Washington (D.C.) Archbishop Carroll 

Josh Ball, 6-7/297, Fredericksburg (Va.) Stafford 

Mike Amold, 6-6/336, New Berlin (N.Y.) Milford Academy 

Andrew Boselli, 6-4/290, Jacksonville (Fla.) Episcopal 
2. Alabama 

Jonah Williams, 6-5/296, Folsom (Calif,) High 

Charles Baldwin, 6-5/315, Brooklyn (N.Y.) ASA College 

Deonte Brown, 6-3/350, Decatur (Ala.) Austin 

Chris Owens, 6-2.5/312, Arlington (Texas) Lamar 
Scott Lashley, 6-6/300, West Point (Miss.) High 
3. Notre Dame 

Tommy Kraemer, 6-5.5/309, Cincinnati (Ohio) Elder 

Liam Eichenberg, 6-6/290, Cleveland (Ohio) St. Ignatius 

Parker Boudreaux, 6-4/287, Orlando (Fla.) Bishop Moore Catholic 
John Shannon (LS), 6-1.75/218, Wilmette (l,) Loyola Academy 

4. Ole Miss 

Gregory Little, 6-5.5/305, Allen (Texas) High 

Bryce Matthews, 6-5.5/280, Brentwood (Tenn.) Brentwood Academy 
Royce Newman, 6-7/255, Nashville (\ll.) Community 
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Chandler Tuitt, 6-3/294, T Sandy Creek 

Eli Johnson, 6-3/295, Oxford (Miss, atte 

Jack DeFoor, 6-5/260, Calhoun (Ga.) Hi 

5. Ohio State 

Malcolm Pridgeon, 6-8/315, Garden City (N.Y.) Nassau C.C, 
Michael Jordan, 6-5.75/305, Canton (Mich.) Plymouth 
Tyler Gerald, 6-5/300, Bradenton (Fla.) IMG Academy 


Gavin Cupp, 6-5/270, Leipsic (Ohio) High 
Jack Wohlabaugh, 6-3/280, Stow (Ohio) Walsh Jesuit 


1. Auburn 


Derrick Brown, 6-3.75/317, Buford (Ga.) Lanier 
Marlon Davidson, 6-4/260, Greenville (Ala.) Hi 
Antwuan Jackson, 6-2.25/305, Ellenwood (Ga.) Cedar Grove 


Prince Sammons, 6-8/280, Cincinnati (Ohio) Hills Christian Academy 
Nick Coe, 6-5.5/269, Asheboro (N.C.) High 


Paul James Ill, 6-4/255, Wesson (Miss.) Copiah-Lincoln C.C. 
Tashawn Manning, 6-4/270, Apopka (Fla.) Wekiva 


4. Texas 

Jeffrey McCulloch, 6-2.5/230, Houston (Texas) Aldine Davis 

Demarco Boyd, 5-11/228, Gilmer (Texas) High 

5. Clemson 

Tre Lamar, 6-4/240, Roswell (Ga.) High 

Shag Smith, 6-3/239, Bradenton (Fla) IMG Academy : 
Jamie Skalski, 6-1/225, Newnan (Ga.) Northgate 


1. LSU 


Kristian Fulton, 6-0/177, Metairie (La.) Archbishop Rummel 

Eric Monroe, 6-0/180, Houston (Texas) North Shore 

Andraez Williams, 6-2/166, Shreveport (La.) Calvary Baptist Academy 
Cameron Lewis, 6-1/192, Monroe (La.) Wossman | 
2. Alabama 

Nigel Knott, 5-11/175, Madison (Miss,) Germantown 


Shyheim Carter, 6-0/190, Kentwood (La.) High : 


2. LSU 

Rashard Lawrence, 6-3/305, Monroe (La.) Neville 

Edwin Alexander, 6-2/310, Hammond (La.) St. Thomas Aquinas 

Glen Logan, 6-4/290, Destrehan (La.) High 

Rahssan Thomton, 6-3,5/225, Killeen (Texas) Shoemaker z 


Andre Anthony, 6-3/214, New Orleans (La.) Edna Karr 
Caleb 6-4,5/275, Denham Springs (La.) High 
Sci Martin, 6-4/230, New Orleans (La.) McDonogh 35 


Jared Mayden, 6-1/160, Sachse (Texas) High 

Aaron Robinson, 6-1/178, Deerfield Beach (Fla) High 
3. Tennessee 

Nigel Warrior, 6-0/186, Suwanee (Ga.) Peachtree Ridge 

Tyler Byrd, 5-11.5/194, Naples (Fla.) High i a3 
Marquill Osborne, 5-11/180, Cornelius (N.C.) William Amos Hough 
D.J, Henderson, 5-11/170, Dodge City (Kan.) Dodge CityC.c, 
Baylen Buchanan, 5-11/186, Suwanee (Ga.) Peachtree Ridge 


3. Ohio State 
Nick Bosa, 6-4/265, Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) St. Thomas Aquinas 


4. Florida State 
Levonta Taylor, 5-11/182, Virginia Beach (Va.) Ocean Lakes 


Jonathon Cooper, 6-2.25/234, Columbus (Ohio) Gahanna Lincoin_ 
Malik Barrow, 6-3/270, Bradenton (Fla.) IMG Academy 


4. Florida State 
Brian Burns, 6-4,5/209, Fort Lauderdale (Fla,) American Heritage 


Carlos Becker, 6-2/185, Kissimmee (Fla.) Osceola 
Kyle Meyers, 6-0/170, New Orleans (La) Holy Cross 
5. Notre Dame 

Troy Pride Jr., 6-0/175, Greer (S.C.) High 


Shavar Manuel, 6-4/290, Bradenton (Fla.) IMG Academy 
Janarius Robinson, 6-4.75/236, Panama City (Fla.) Bay 


Donte Vaughn, 6-3/192, Memphis (Tenn.) Whitehaven 
Julian Love, 5-11/175, La Grange Park (lll.) Nazareth Academy 


Walvenski Aime, 6-5/295, Fort Scott (Kan) Fort Scott C.C. 
5. Texas 

Jordan Elliott, 6-3.5/306, Houston (Texas) Westfield 

Andrew Fitzgerald, 6-5/250, Flower Mound (Texas) Marcus 

D'Andre Christmas-Giles, 6-3/290, New Orleans (La.) St. Augustine 
Marcel Southall, 6-2/285, Duncanville (Texas) High 

Gerald Wilbon, 6-3/311, Destrehan (la) High 


1. Alabama 

Ben Davis, 6-3/240, Gordo (Ala.) High 

Lyndell Wilson, 6-2/220, M (Ala.) Carver 

2. UCLA 

Mique Juarez, 6-1.5/231, Torrance (Calif.) North 

Lokeni Toailoa, 6-1/212, Rialto (Calif.) Wilmer Amina Carter 
Krys Bares, 6-2/220, Bakersfield (Calif.) Liberty 

3. Florida State 

Dontavious Jackson, 6-2/239, Houston (Texas) Alief Elsik 
Josh Brown, 6-2.5/206, Charlotte (N.C.) Mallard Creek 
Keion Joyner, 6-3/200, Havelock (N.C.) Hi 


Emmett Rice, 6-3/195, Miami (Fla.) Norland : 


D.J. Morgan, 6-3/205, Bellflower (Calif.) St. John Bosco 
Devin Studstill, 6-1/180, Palm Beach Gardens (Fla.) High 
Spencer Perry, 6-3/202, Bradenton (Fla.) IMG Academy 


ATHLETE 


1. Mississippi State 

Jamal Couch, 6-5/217, Phenix City (Ala.) Central 

Nero Nelson, 6-0/170, Hollandale (Miss.) Simmons 

Korey Charles, 5-11/173, Tallahassee (Fla.) North Florida Christian 
Cameron Dantzler, 6-2/170, ond (La.) St, Thomas Aquinas 
2. Arizona State 


Chase Lucas, 5-11/161, Chandler (Ariz.) High 

Robbie Robinson, 5-8/160, Hyattsville (Md,) DeMatha Catholic 
Kyle Williams, 5-11/175, Murrieta (Calif.) Vista Murrieta 

3. Arizona 

Khalil Tate, 6-2/203, Gardena (Calif.) Junipero Serra 

Kahi Neves, 6-3/238, South Jordan (Utah) Bingham 

4. Nebraska 


JD Spielman, 5-9/175, Eden Prairie (Minn.) High 
JoJo Domann, 6-1/210, Colorado Springs (Colo,) Pine Creek 


SGeigee ae 
Mecole Hardman Jr., 5-10/169, Elberton (Ga,) Elbert County 
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CENTRAL FLORIDA (Ut 


Sept3 SOUTH CAROLINA STATE 
Sept. 10 at Michigan 
Sept. 17 MARYLAND 
Sept. 24 at FIU 

Oct 1 at East Carolina 
Oct. 7 TULANE 

Oct 15 TEMPLE 
Oct. 22 at Connecticut 
Oct. 29 at Houston 
Nov. 12 CINCINNATI 
Nov. 19 TULSA 
Nov.26 at South Florida 
CINCINNATI 


TENNESSEE-MARTIN 

at Purdue 

HOUSTON 

MIAMI (OH) 

SOUTH FLORIDA 
~ at Connecticut 

EAST CAROLINA 

at Temple 

BYU 

al UCF 

MEMPHIS 

at Tusa 
CONNECTICUT 


MAINE 

ai Navy 
VIRGINIA 
SYRACUSE 

at Houston 
CINCINNATI 

at South Florida 
UCF 

at East Carolina 
TEMPLE 

at Boston College 
TULANE 


FEFELLL 
Raosr7Spe 


ef 


Sept. 17 


WESTERN CAROLINA 
NC STATE 

at South Carolina 

at Virginia Tech 


CONNECTICUT 
at Navy 
TULSA 

at SMU 

UCF 

TULANE 
LOUISVILLE 

at Memphis 


SOUTHEAST MISSOURI! STATE 
KANSAS 


BOWLING GREEN 
at Ole Miss 
TEMPLE 

at Tulane 

at Navy 

TULSA 

at SMU 

SOUTH FLORIDA 
at Cincinnati 
HOUSTON 
NAVY 


Sept.3. FORDHAM 
Sept.10 CONNECTICUT 
Sept.17 al Tulane 


at SMU 


TOWSON 


CINCINNATI 

at Connecticut 

at Tulane 
Nov,28 EAST CAROLINA 


TULANE 


1 at Wake Forest 
SOUTHERN 
NAVY 
LOUISIANA 

at Massachusetts 
at UCF 
MEMPHIS. 

at Tulsa 

SMU 

at Houston 
TEMPLE 

at Connecticut 


SAN JOSE STATE 
at Ohio State 
NORTH CAROLINA AST 
at Fresno State 
SMU 

at Houston 
TULANE 

at Memphis 

EAST CAROLINA 
at Navy 

at UCF 
CINCINNATI 


Wrangler 


NATIONAL 


SOUTH CAROLINA STATE 
at Georgia Tech 
LOUISVILLE 

at Boston College 

NC STATE 

at Florida State 
SYRACUSE 

PITTSBURGH 

at Wake Forest 

SOUTH CAROLINA 


N.C. CENTRAL 
WAKE FOREST 

at Northwestem 

at Notre Dame 
VIRGINIA 

ARMY WEST POINT 
at Louisville 

at Georgia Tech 
VIRGINIA TECH 
NORTH CAROLINA 
at Pittsburgh 

at Mami 


vs. Ote Miss (Orlando, FL) 
CHARLESTON SOUTHERN 
at Louisvile 

at South Fiorida 

NORTH CAROLINA 

at Miami 

WAKE FOREST 
CLEMSON 

atNC State 

BOSTON COLLEGE 

at Syracuse 

FLORIDA 


at Paisburgh 
GEORGIA SOUTHERN 
DUKE 

at Novth Carolina 

at Virginia Tech 
VIRGINIA 


at Syracuse 
FLORIDA STATE 
at Marshall 

at Clemson 
DUKE 

NC STATE 

at Virginia 

at Boston College 
WAKE FOREST 
at Houston 
KENTUCKY 


FLORIDA A&M 
FAU 

at Appalachian State 
at Georgia Tech 
FLORIDA STATE 
NORTH CAROLINA 
at Virginia Tech 

at Notre Dame 
PITTSBURGH 

at Virginia 

at NC State 

DUKE 


VIRGINIA TECH 
at Miami 

at Virginia 
GEORGIA TECH 
at Duke 

THE CITADEL 
Nov.25  NOSTATE 

NC STATE 

WILLIAM & MARY 
at East Carolina 
OLD DOMINION 
WAKE FOREST 
NOTRE DAME 

at Clemson 

at Lovisvile 
BOSTON COLLEGE 
FLORIDA STATE 
at Syracuse 
MIAMI 

at Noth Carolina 


VILLANOVA 
PENN STATE 

at Oklahoma State 
at Noth Carolina 


MARSHALL 
GEORGIA TECH 
Oct.15 at Virginia 
VIRGINIA TECH 
at Miami 

at Clemson 


VIRGINIA TECH 
at Boston College 
at Clemson 

NC STATE 
FLORIDA STATE 
at Pattsburgh 


Sept. 24 


GEORGIA TECH 
at Notre Dame 
VIRGINIA 


WAKE FOREST 


FFFTRLLL 
Roser Vsa” 


BIG TEN 


ILLINOIS 
MURRAY STATE 


MINNESOTA 


MICHIGAN STATE 
ai Wisconsin 


Sept.24 WAKE FOREST 
Ocl.1 MICHIGAN STATE 
Oct.8 at Ohio State 

Oct. 15 NEBRASKA 
Oct.22 at Northwestern 
Oct.29 MARYLAND 
Nov.5 at Rutgers 

Nov. 12 PENN STATE 

Nov. 19 at Michigan 

Nov, 26 PURDUE 


MIAMI (OH) 
IOWA STATE 
NORTH DAKOTA STATE 


> 
= 


FSFFLK 
RonlTB 
2 


: 


MINNESOTA 
MICHIGAN STATE 
at Indiana 

at Michi 

OHIO STATE 

at Nebraska 
RUTGERS 
MICHIGAN 


HAWAIL 

UCF 
COLORADO 
PENN STATE 
WISCONSIN 
at Rutgers 
(LUNOIS 

at Michigan State 
MARYLAND 
atlowa 
INDIANA 

at Ohio State 


FFLLLLLES 
sev" SRar- 


35 
S 


FURMAN 

at Notre Dame 
WISCONSIN 

at indiana 

BYU 
NORTHWESTERN 


at Maryland 
RUTGERS 
at linois 


FRESNO STATE 
WYOMING 
OREGON 

at Northwestern 
ILLINOIS 

Oct. 15 at Indiana 
Oct,22 PURDUE 
Oct.29 at Wisconsin 
Nov.5 at Ohio Stale 
MINNESOTA 
MARYLAND 
atlowa 


WESTERN MICHIGAN 
ILLINOIS STATE 
DUKE 

NEBRASKA 

al lowa 

at Michigan State 
INDIANA 


NORTHWESTERN 
NEBRASKA. 

at Maryland 

at Michigan State 
MICHIGAN 


at Indiana 
at Rulgers 
MICHIGAN STATE 


at indiana 


Nov.i2 at State 
PENN STATE 
at Maryland 


vs. LSU (Green Bay, WI) 
Sept. 10 AKRON 

GEORGIA STATE 

at Michigan State 

at 

OHIO STATE 

atlowa 


FFTLLLLS 
Ros" BRa-p 


at Purdue 
MINNESOTA 


= 
= 


f 


NORTHWESTERN STATE 
SMU 


KANSAS STATE 
v8. Texas Tech (Arington, TX) 
at West Virginia 


IOWA STATE 


Sept. 24 


TEXAS TECH 


: 
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Wicl(48 NATIONAL SCHEDULES 


Nov.5 LOUISIANA TECH Nov.12 vs. Notre Dame (San Antonio, 1X) Nov.25 at Bowing Green 
Nov.12. at Westem Kentucky Nov.19 MORGAN STATE CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
Nov. 19 Dec. 10 vs, Navy (Baltimore, MD) Tt neeeee 
— Sept. 10 et Okahoma Stale 
vs. Arizona (Glendale, AZ) Sept.17 UNLV 
at Utah Sept 24 at Virginia 
UCLA OcL1 WESTERN MICHIGAN 
vs. West Virginia (Landover, MD) Ocl.8 BALL STATE 
TOLEDO Oct.15 atNorthem Wins 
at Michigan State Oct.22 at Toledo 
MISSISSIPPI STATE Oct. 29 KENT STATE 
at Boise State Nov.4 at Miami (OH) 
at Cinema Nov. 15 OHIO 
SOUTHERN UTAH Nov.22 at Eastem Michigan 
reece EASTERN MICHIGAN 
J Sept MISSISSIPPI VALLEY STATE 
MASSACHUSETTS Soph 10 at ssour 
at Florida Sepl.17 at Charlotle 
BOSTON COLLEGE Sept.28 WYOMING 
vs. FIU (Amherst, MA) Oct} at Bowing Green 
MISSISSIPPI STATE Oc.8 TOLEDO 
TULANE Oct.15 thio 
DEL AHOMR Sept 3 SOUTHERN ILUNOIS Oct 1 at Southam Miss Ock8 td Dominion Oct 22 aWestern Michigan 
Sept vs. Houston (NAG Stadium) Sept. 10 at Mani Oct 15 UTSA Ocl.15 LOUISIANA TECH Oct. 29 MIAMI (OH) 
Sept 10 UUM Sept. 17 at Kansas State Oct 22 PRAIRIE VIEW ASM Oct.22 at South Carolina Nov.8 — atBall State 
Sept 17 OHIO STATE Sept. 24 BALL STATE Oct 29 at Louisiana Tech Oct.23. vs, Wagner (Amherst, MA) Nov. 16 NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
Oct1 at TOU Oct at FU Nov.5  FAU Nov.5. at Troy Nov.22 CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
Oct 8 vs. Texas (Daas, TX) Oc8 CHARLOTTE Nov. 12 at Charlotie Nov.19 at BYU KENT STATE 
Oct 15 KANSAS STATE Oc 15 at Marshall Nov.19 UTEP Nov. 26 at Hawaii rar 
Oct 22 at Texas Tech Oct.29 WESTERN KENTUCKY Nov.26 at Stanford NOTRE DAME eet  Rarlosrni dm 
Oct. 29 KANSAS Nov. ake SOUTHERN MISS rh Naises 2 me te NONMOUTH 
Nov.3 at lowa State Nov.12 UTEP — — 1 S3 atteras Sepl. 
Nov. 12 BAYLOR Nor. 19 OLD DOMINION Rhos er sont Lal ig wn ere 
Nov. 19 at West Vina Nya dl iklae Tonenies Sept. 10 SAVANNAH STATE Sepl.17 MICHIGAN STATE Oct} AKRON 
Dec3 OKLAHOMA STATE INTERNA Seal Ui Sept. 24™ DUKE eee etree 
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL (FIU) Sect 24 at UTEP Ock1 vs. Syracuse (East Ruheroed, NJ) Oct. 15 at Miami (OH) 
OKLAHOMA STATE sect {INDIANA Oc. 1 RICE OcLB at NC State Oct.22 OHIO 
Sept3  S.E. LOUISIANA Sept.9 MARYLAND Oct.8 at UTSA Oct.15 STANFORD Oct. 29 at Central Michigan 
Sept 10 CENTRAL MICHIGAN Sept. 17 vs. Massachusetts (Amhers!,MA) Oc. 15. af LSU Oct 29 MIAMI Nov.8 WESTERN MICHIGAN 
Sept. 17. PITTSBURGH Sept.24 UCF Oct. 28. MARSHALL Nov,5 vs. Navy (Jacksonvite, FL) Nov. 15 at Bowling Green 
Sept 24 at Baylor Oc 1 — FAU Nov.5 CHARLOTTE Nov.12 vs. Asmy West Poi (San Antonio, TX) Nov. 25. NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
Oct{ TEXAS Oct8 at UTEP Nov.12 atOld Dominion Nov.19 VIRGINIA TECH MIAMI (OH 
Oct8  |OWASTATE Oct 15 at Charlotle Nov.19atNoh Texas Nov.28 at USC =a 
Oct. 22 at Kansas Oct.22 LOUISIANA TECH Nov.25 LOUISIANA TECH Sept 10 EASTERNILLINOIS 
Oct. 29. WEST VIRGINIA Oct.29 MIDDLE TENNESSEE UTEP Sept. 17 WESTERN KENTUCKY 
Nov.5 _atKansas State Nov.5 at Westem Kentucky ie WL eee 
Nov.12 TEXASTECH Nov.19 MARSHALL san neal I AKRON ace te 
Nov. 19 at TCU Nov.26 at Old Dominion Sept. 10 atTexas Oct 1 OHIO 
Dec.3 at Oktahoma Lol Sept. 17 ARMY WEST POINT Sets VM On8 at Akron 
LOUISIANATECH Sept. 24. SOUTHERN MISS Sept. 10 at Wisconsin Oct. 15 KENTSTATE 
ast Sept at Axkansas Oc. atLouistana Tech Sept 17 at Marshall Oct 22 al Bowing Green 
Sept 3 SOUTH DAKOTA STATE Sept.10 SOUTH CAROLINA STATE Ots FU Sept. 24 APPALACHIAN STATE Oct.29. at Eastern Michigan 
Sept. 10 ARKANSAS Sept. 17 at Texas Tech Oct. 22 at UTSA Oct1 —_atKent Stale Nov.4 CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
Sept. 17 JOWASTATE Sept. 24 atMiddle Tennessee Oct. 29 OLD DOMINION Oct 8 —MIAMI(OH) Nov.12 al Buttalo 
Sept.23. at SMU Oct{ UTEP Nov.5 HOUSTON BAPTIST Oct. 15. WESTERN MICHIGAN Nov.22 BALL STATE 
Oct OKLAHOMA OcL6  WESTERNKENTUCKY Nov.12 at FAU Oct. 22 at Bal State NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
Oct8 —_atKansas Oc 15 at Massachusetts Nov.19  atRice Oct.27 at Buffalo : 
Oct 22 at West Virginia Oct 22 at FU Nov.28 NORTH TEXAS No.2 TOLEDO Ses) a Nyemg 
Oct 29 TEXAS TECH Oct 29 «RICE UTSA Nov.9 BOWLING GREEN Se af South Florida 
Nov.5 at Baylor Nov.5 _atNovth Texas SWNAEMSATE Nov.22 at Otio Sept. 17 SANDIEGO STATE 
Nov. 18 OKLAHOMA STATE Nov. 12 UTSA Sept RAAT Sept.24.  WESTERNILLINOIS 
Nov.25  atTexas Nov.25 at Southern Miss Sept 10,, at Colorado Stale Oct  tBalSate 
Dec.3 KANSAS STATE MARSHALL Sept. 17 ARIZONA STATE Sept 10 at indiana Qct.8 at Wester Michigan 
Sept.24 @t Old Dominion Sept. 17 EASTERN KENTUCKY Oci.15. CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
TEXAS Sept 10 MORGAN STATE Oc.8  SOUTHERNMISS Sept.24 al FAU Oct.22 BUFFALO 
Sepl.3 NOTRE DAME Sept 17 AKRON Oct. 15 atRce Oct1  NORTHERNILLINOIS Nov. BOWLING GREEN 
Sept. 10 UTEP Sept.24 LOUISVILLE Oct.22 UTEP Oct8 at Central Michigan Nov.9 TOLEDO 
Sept.17 at Califomia Oct1 at Pittsburgh Oct. 29 NORTH TEXAS Oct 15 at Bufialo Nov.16  atEastem Michigan 
Oct 1 at Oklahoma State Oct 8 at North Texas Nov.5 at Middie Tennessee Oct 22 AKRON Nov.25 at Kent State 
Oct.8 vs. Oahoma (Dallas, TX) Ok15 — FAU Nov.12 _atLouisiana Tech Nov.1 WESTERN MICHIGAN OHIO 
Oct 15 JOWASTATE Oct 22 CHARLOTTE Nov.19 at Texas A&M Nov.8 EASTERN MICHIGAN 
Oct 22 atKansas State Oct 29 - at Southam Miss Nov.26 CHARLOTTE Nov.18 at Toledo Sept. TEXAS STATE 
Oct. 29 BAYLOR Nov.5 at Od Dominion WESTERN KENTUCKY Nov, 22 at Miami (OH) Salt? pits an 
Nov.5 at Texas Tech Nov. 12 MIDDLE TENNESSEE —. oa. BOWLING GREEN iennessee 
Nov.12 WEST VIRGINIA Now 19 at FIU Soman Sepl.24 GARDNER-WEBS 
Nov. 19 atKansas Nov.26 WESTERN KENTUCKY Sept at Aebarea Sepl3 at Oto State Oct. at Miami (OH) 
Nov.25 TCU ‘abDLE Sept. 17 at Miami (OH) Sept 10 NORTH DAKOTA Oct8 BOWLING GREEN 
1 MIDDLE TENNESSEE __ Sept. 24 VANDERBILT Sept 17 MIDDLE TENNESSEE Oct 15 EASTERN MICHIGAN 
Sept.3 ALABAMA A&M Oct.1 HOUSTON BAPTIST Sept. 24 at Memphis Oct.22 —atKent State 
Sept STEPHEN F. AUSTIN Sept.10 at Vanderbat Oct.6 at Louisiana Tech Oct1 EASTERN MICHIGAN Oct.27 at Toledo 
Sept. 10 at Arizona State Sept.17 at Bowling Green Oct.15 al Middle Tennessee Ot8 at Ohio Nov.3 BUFFALO 
Sept 17 LOUISIANA TECH Sept. 24 LOUISIANA TECH Oct. 22 OLD DOMINION Oct 15. at Toledo Nov. 15 at Central Michigan 
Sept 29 KANSAS Oct 1 —_atNoth Texas Oct 29 at FAU Oct. 22 MIAMI (OH) Nov22 AKRON 
Oct. —_atKansas State Oct. 15 WESTERN KENTUCKY Nov.5 FU Nov.1—atNorthem Iinais TOLEDO 
Oct. 15 WEST VIRGINIA Oct. 22 at Missouri Nov.12 NORTH TEXAS Nov.9 at Akron 
Oct. 22 OKLAHOMA Oc.29 at FU Nov.26 atMarshall Nov.15 KENT STATE = ae a 
Oct.29 at TCU Nov.5  UTSA Nov.25 BUFFALO : 
Nov,5 TEXAS Nov. 12 at Marshall I-A INDEPENDENTS (ietisress Sept. 17 FRESNO STATE 
Nov. 12 at Okishoma State Nov.19  atCharlotte aC Sept.30 atBYU 
Nov.19 at lowa State Nov.26 FAU ARMY WEST POINT pata opel oa staan nai 
Noeeoi ya Bajar Euteoan, 7) NORTH TEXAS Sept.2 al Temple Sept 24. ARMY WEST POINT Oct. 22 CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
WEST VIRGINIA set's SMU Sept.10 RICE Oct 1 at Boston Colege 04.27 OHIO 
Sept.3 MISSOURI Sept. 10 BETHUNE COOKMAN Sepl.17 at UTEP Oct8 —_KENTSTATE Nod. alAigon 
Sept. 10 YOUNGSTOWN STATE Sept. 17 at Florida Sept.24 at Buffalo Oct {5 BALLSTATE Now atNovhem lincs 
Sept.24 vs. BYU (Landover, MD.) Sept.24 at Rice Oct8 — at Duke Oct.22 —_atNorthem finois Nov. 16 BALLSTATE 
Oct. KANSAS STATE Qct1 MIDDLE TENNESSEE Oct. 15 LAFAYETTE Oct. 27 AKRON Nov.28  atWestem Michigan 
Ocl.15 at Texas Tech Oc.8 MARSHALL Oct.22 NORTH TEXAS Nov.3 atOhio SS TERMS SIGAR 
Oe.22 TOU Oct. 22 at Amy West Point Oct. 29 at Wake Forest Nov. 12 MIAMI (OH) 
Oct.20 al Oklahoma State Ool.29 at UTSA Nov.5 AIRFORCE Nov. 19 at Westem Michigan Sept: at Northwestem 


Sept 10 


at Nevada 

SAN DIEGO STATE 
at Utah State 

AIR FORCE 

21 Colorado State 
HAWAII 

SAN JOSE STATE 


vs, Calfomia (Sydney, Australia) 
MICHIGAN 


SAN DIEGO STATE 
a Boise State 
FRESNO STATE 


SAN DIEGO STATE 
UTAH STATE 
at UNLV 
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NEW MEXICO 


Sept'3 SOUTH DAKOTA 
Sept.10 al New Mexico State 
Sepl.17 al Rutgers 

Oct 1 SANJOSE STATE 
Oct 8 BOISE STATE 
Oct 15 at Force 
Oct. 22 «ULM 

Oct 29 at Hawal 

Nov.5 NEVADA 

Nov.12 al Utah State 
Nov.19 at Colorado State 
Nov. 26 WYOMING 


SAN DIEGO STATE 


Sept3  NEWHAMPSHIRE 
Sept.10 CALIFORNIA 
Sept.17 at Northern Ifinois 
Oct 1 at South Alabama 
Oct 8 UNLV 

Oct.15 at Fresno State 
Oct 22 SAN JOSE STATE 
Oct. 29 at Utah State 
Nov.5 HAWAII 

Nov.12  atNevada 


Sept. 10 at UCLA 


Sept.1 WEBER STATE 
Sept.10 at USC 

Sept. 17 ARKANSAS STATE 
Sept.24 AIR FORCE 

Od. at Boise State 
Od.8 at Colorado State 
Oct.22 FRESNO STATE 
Oct.29 SAN DIEGO STATE 
Nov.5 at Wyoming 
Nov.12 NEWMEXICO 
Nov.19  atNevada 

Nov.26 al BYU 


Oct 8 AIRFORCE 

Oct.22 at Nevada 

Oct. 29 BOISE STATE 
Nov.5  UTAHSTATE 

Nov. 12 at UNLV 

Nov.19 SAN DIEGO STATE 
Nov.26 at New Mexioo 


PAC-12 
ARIZONA 


Sept vs. BYU (Glendale, AZ) 
Sept. 10 GRAMBLING STATE 
Sept. 17 HAWAL! 

Sept.24 WASHINGTON 
Ock1 = at UCLA 

Océ al Utah 

OcL15 USC 

Oct. 29 STANFORD 

Nov.5 al Washington Stale 
Nov.12 COLORADO 

Nov. 19 al Oregon State 
Nov. 25 ARIZONA STATE 


64 Lindy’s Sports Annuals 


ARIZONA STATE 


Sept. 3 
Sept 10 
Sept. 16 
Sept. 24 
Oct 1 

Oc 8 

Oct 15 
Oct, 22 
Oct 29 
Now. 10 
Nov. 19 
Now. 25 


NORTHERN ARIZONA 
TEXAS TECH 

at UTSA 

CALIFORNIA 

al USC 

UCLA 

at Colorado 
WASHINGTON STATE 


CALIFORNIA 


Sept, 24 


FFFFLLLL 
Bon" BRe— 


at USC 


vs. Colorado State (Denver, CO) 
IDAHO STATE 

at Michigan 

at Oregon 

OREGON STATE 

a USC 

ARIZONA STATE 

at Stantord 

UCLA 

at Arizona 
WASHINGTON STATE 
UTAH 


UC DAVIS 
VIRGINIA 

at Nebraska 
COLORADO 

at Washington State 
WASHINGTON 
at Calilornia 
ARIZONA STATE 
at USC 
STANFORD 

at Utah 

at Oregon State 


g 
a 


Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 


at Minnesota 
IDAHO STATE 
BOISE STATE 
at Colorado. 
CALIFORNIA 
UTAH 

at Washington 
WASHINGTON STATE 


vs, Alabama (Atlinglon, TX) 
UTAH STATE 
at Stanford 


geeFeeres 


BSon” 
2 
= 


: 


IDAHO 
Sepl.17 PORTLAND STATE 
Sept.24 at Arizona 
Sept.30 STANFORD 
Oct.8 al Oregon 
Oct. 22 OREGON STATE 
Oct.29 at Utah 
Nov.5 at California 
Nov.12 USC 
Nov. 19 ARIZONA STATE 
Nov. 25. at Washington State 


WASHINGTON STATE 
Sept 3 EASTERN WASHINGTON 


Sept.10 at Bolse State 
Sept. 17 IDAHO 

Oct 1 OREGON 
Oct 8 at Stanford 
Oct 15 UCLA 

Oct 22 at Arizona State 
Oct.29 al. Oregon State 
Nov.5 ARIZONA 
Nov.12 CALIFORNIA 
Nov. 19 al Colorado 
Nov. 25 WASHINGTON 


Sept3 vs. USC (Arfington, TX) 
Sept. 10 WESTERN KENTUCKY 
Sept.17 al Ole Miss 

Sept. 24 KENT STATE 

Oct 1 KENTUCKY 

Oct 8 at Arkansas 

Oct 15 al Tennessee 

Oct. 22 TEXAS ASM 

Nov.5 al LSU 

Nov. 12 MISSISSIPPI STATE 
Nov.19 CHATTANOOGA 
Nov. 26. AUBURN 


Sep. LOUISIANA TECH 
Sept. 10 at TCU 
Sept 17 TEXAS STATE 


Sept. 24 vs. Texas ABM (Aington, TX) 


Oct 1 ALCORN STATE 
Oct'8 ALABAMA 

Oct 15 OLEMISS 

Oct 22 at Aubum 

Nov.5 FLORIDA 

Nov, 12 LSU 

Nov. 19 at Mississippi State 
Nov. 26 at Missoun 
AUBURN 


Sep. CLEMSON 
Sept 10 ARKANSAS STATE 
Sepl. 17 TEXAS A&M 
Sept. 24 LSU 

Oct1 ULM 

Oct 8 —_al Mississippi State 
Oct 22 ARKANSAS 
Oct. 29 at Ole Miss 
Nov.5 VANDERBILT 
Nov.12. al Georgia 
Nov. 19 ALABAMA ABM 
Nov.26 at Alabama 


at Ole Miss 

TENNESSEE 

at South Carolina 
VANDERBILT 

vs. Florida (Jacksonville, FL) 
at Kentucky 


VANDERBILT 
MISSISSIPPI STATE 
at Missouri 


MISSISSIPPI STATE 
al Aubum 
MISSOURI 

at Fonda 
SOUTHERN MISS 
OLE MISS 
ALABAMA 

af Arkansas: 

SOUTH ALABAMA 
at Texas ASM 


OLE MISS 


Now. 25 


Ss. Florida State (Orlando, FL) 
WOFFORD 

ALABAMA 

GEORGIA 

MEMPHIS 

at Arkansas 

atLSU 

AUBURN 

GEORGIA SOUTHERN 
at Texas A&M 

at Vanderbilt 
MISSISSIPPI STATE 


MISSISSIPPI STATE 


at Alabama 
ARKANSAS 
at Ole Miss 


al West Viegnia 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
GEORGIA 
DELAWARE STATE 


Dec. 3 


GEORGIA SOUTHERN 


Sept 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Oct. § 

Oct. 15 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 27 
Now, 5 

Nov. 10 
Nov. 19 
Dec. 3 


UCLA 

PRAIRIE VIEW ASM 

at Aubum 

vs. Arkansas (Arlington, TX) 
at South Carolina 
TENNESSEE 

at Alabama 

NEW MEXICO STATE 

at Mississippi State 

OLE MISS 


SOUTH CAROLINA 
MIODLE TENNESSEE 
at Georgia Tech 

at Westem Kentucky 
FLORIDA 

at Kentucky 


SUN BELT 


APPALACHIAN STATE 


at Tennessee 

OLD DOMINION 
MIAMI! 

at Akron 

GEORGIA STATE 
at Louisiana 

IDAHO 

at Geornia Southern 
TEXAS STATE 

at Troy 

UUM 

at New Mexico State 


at Georgia State 

NEW MEXICO STATE 
al Troy 

at Louisiana 

al Texas State 


SAVANNAH STATE 
at South Alabama 
Uut 

at Westem Michigan 
at Arkansas State 

at Georgia Tech 

at New Mexico State 
APPALACHIAN STATE 
at Oe Miss 
LOUISIANA 

at Georgia State 
TROY 


GEORGIA STATE 


BALL STATE 

at Alr Force 

at Wisconsin 

at Appalachian State 
TEXAS STATE 
atTroy 

TENNESSEE MARTIN 
at South Alabama 
ARKANSAS STATE 


Wrangler | NATIONAL SCHEDULES 


Nov.12 ULM 
Nov.19 GEORGIA SOUTHERN 
Dec.3 at Idaho. 


IDAHO 


Sept 1 MONTANA STATE 
Sept 10 at Washingion 

Sept. 17 at Washington State 
Sept 24 at UNLV 

Oct TROY 

Oct8 a ULM 

Oct 15 NEW MEXICO STATE 
Oct. 22 at Appalachian State 
Nov.5 at Louisiana 

Nov. 12 at Texas State 
Nov.26 SOUTH ALABAMA 
Dec.3. GEORGIA STATE 


LOUISIANA 


Sept.3 BOISE STATE 
Sept. 10 MeNEESE STATE 
Sept. 17 SOUTH ALABAMA 
Sept. 24 at Tulane 

Oct.1 at New Mexico State 
Oct. 12 APPALACHIAN STATE 
Oct: 22 al Texas State 
Nov.5 IDAHO 

Nov. 10 at Georgia Southem 
Nov. 19 at Georgia 

Nov. 26 ARKANSAS STATE 
Dec.3 at ULM 


LOUISIANA-MONROE (ULM) 


Dec.3 LOUISIANA 


NEW MEXICO STATE 


Sepl.3 at UTEP 

Sept. 10 NEW MEXICO 

Sept. 17 at Kentucky 

Sept. 24 al Troy 

Oct. i LOUISIANA 

Oct. 15 at idaho 

Oct.22 GEORGIA SOUTHERN 
Oct. 29 at Texas ASM 

Nov. 12 at Arkansas State 

Nov. 19 TEXAS STATE 
Nov. 26 APPALACHIAN STATE 
Deo.3 SOUTH ALABAMA 


Sept.3 al Mississippi State 
Sept. 10 GEORGIA SOUTHERN 
Sept.17 at Louisiana 
Sept 24 NICHOLLS STATE 
Oct:1 SAN DIEGO STATE 
Oct. 15 at Arkansas State 
Oc.20 TROY 

Oct. 29 GEORGIA STATE 
Nov.5 a ULM 

Nov.19 al LSU 

Nov.26 at idaho 

Dec.3 NEW MEXICO STATE 


Sept. 17 at Southem Miss 

Sept 24 NEW MEXICO STATE 
Oct. 1 at Wdaho 

Oct 15 GEORGIA STATE 
Oct.20 at South Alabama 
Nov.5 — MASSACHUSETTS. 
Nov. 12 APPALACHIAN STATE 
Nov. 17 ARKANSAS STATE 
Nov.26 at Texas Stale 

Dec.3 at Georgia Southem 
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By Steve Wiltfong 
247Sports.com 


Ohio State 


Overview: The Buckeyes signed a 25-player 
class that ranked No. 4 nationally, tops in the Big Ten, as they look 
to restock the roster after losing 16 starters from last year’s team. 
Eighteen coming in rank four-star or better and seven arrive as 
Top100 recruits. Basically another typical Ohio State reload for 
Urban Meyer and company. 

Headliner: Nick Bosa, the younger brother of first round draft 
pick and Ohio State All-American Joey Bosa, arrives out of pow- 
erhouse Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) St. Thomas Aquinas as a four-year 
starter on the prep level. 247Sports ranks Bosa as the nation’s 
No. 1 strongside defensive end and No. 8 player overall. 


Sleeper: Wayne Davis wasn't talked about enough compared to 
his peers, but the Virginia Gatorade Player of the Year is one of the 
nation’s most exciting players in the secondary. He picked off seven 
passes as a senior and returned five for touchdowns. 

Bottom Line: Ohio State signed arguably the best offensive skill 
in the class, led by quarterback Dwayne Haskins, receiver Austin 
Mack, running back Antonio Williams and tight end Luke Farrell 
among others, but when you recruit at this level, you're bringing in 
great talent across the board. 


Overview: Jim Harbaugh and the new staff 
signed 29 in their first full recruiting cycle, finishing No. 5 nationally 
per 247Sports and second in the Big Ten. The biggest news came 
on National Signing Day when the nation’s No. 1 overall recruit, 
five-star defensive end Rashan Gary, chose the Wolverines. 
Headliner: Obviously Rashan Gary, the blue-chipper out of 
Paramus (NJ) Catholic who can rush the passer from any position 
across the defensive line, and that is the one thing Michigan is 
missing on defense next year, a guy that can get to the quarter- 
back. 


Sleeper: Only 247Sports ranked Nate Johnson as a four-star 
recruit after he caught 156 passes for 3,067 yards and 44 touch- 
downs during his high school career. He has big-time speed and 
playmaking ability. 

Bottom Line: Where Harbaugh and company really succeeded 
in 2016 was upgrading the athleticism across the board, whether 
it was speed at receiver or in the secondary or quickness at line- 
backer, this team will look faster next fall. Ten that signed ranked 
inside the Top247. 


Overviews: Probably the best class Mark Dantonio 
has ever signed at Michigan State and the third year in a row the 
Spartans finish in the Top25 of the 247Sports Rankings. Nobody in the 
country recruited the Midwest better in this cycle, as the Spartans 
landed top prospects in Michigan, Indiana, Illinois and Ohio. 
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Headliner: Detroit (Mich.) King Top247 receiver Donnie Corley 
arrived early as a state champion and a U.S. Army All-American 
Bowl Player of the Year finalist. He'll be an impact guy from day one. 


Sleeper: Linebacker Joe Bachie is a physical specimen Michigan 
State flipped from Western Michigan last April. At 6-2, 225-pounds, 
Bachie is a physical player that had 89 tackles including 14.5 stops 
for loss, as a senior. 


Bottom Line: The biggest need was receiver and the Spartans 
landed four four-stars in the 2017 cycle. Michigan State heads into the 
season as a darkhorse to make the college football playoff and those 
playmakers will have a lot to say about how far MSU goes this fall. 


Penn State 


Overview: The Nittany Lions signed the nation's 
No. 20 recruiting class, good for No. 4 in the Big Ten per 247Sports, 
including the No. 1 recruit from four different states and the top two 
in-state in five-star running back Miles Sanders and five-star 
Offensive lineman Michal Menet. 


Headliner: While Sanders rightfully could be the guy, we'll go with 
Menet who leads the way at the biggest need Penn State has in 
the program. Menet will arrive in Happy Valley as the nation’s No. 1 


TOP 20 INCOMING 
BIG TEN RECRUITS 


Rk. Player HL/Wt. Pos. Hometown/School College 
1. Rashan Gary 6-5/293 DT Paramus, N.J./Paramus Catholic Michigan 
2. Nick Bosa 6-4/265 DE — Fort Lauderdale, Fla/St. Thomas Aquinas Ohio State 


3, Miles Sanders 5-11/199 RB Pittsburgh, Pa./Woodland Hills Penn State 
4, Michal Menet 6-5/283 0G Reading, Pa./Exeter Township Penn State 


17. Keandre Jones 6-3/198 LB Olney, Md./Good Counsel Ohio State 
18. Carter Coughlin 6-3/221 LB Eden Prairie, Minn. Minnesota 
19. Josh King 6-6.5/245 DE Darien, Ill/Hinsdale South Michigan State 
20, Binjimen Victor 6-3,75/177 WR Fort Lauderdale, Fla./Coconut Creek Ohio State 


1 
1 
1 
1 
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offensive guard per the 247Sports Composite. 


Sleeper: Will Fries was another coveted offensive line target for 
James Franklin and his staff. The 6-7, 285-pound standout from 
Cranford (NJ) High helped lead his team to a state championship 
as a senior and has all the tools to be an NFL offensive tackle down 
the road. 


Bottom Line: Penn State is close to getting back to full strength 
after sanctions hurt the program. The Nittany Lions finally have 
some depth on the offensive line; they are loading up at the skill 
positions on offense and Top100 defensive end Shane Simmons 
could be the program's next big-time pass rusher. 


Nebraska 


Overview: Mike Riley and his staff's first full 
recruiting cycle in Lincoln was a success as the Huskers are 
bringing in the nation’s No. 25 recruiting class, good for No. 5 
in the Big Ten. A 21-player group that saw Nebraska do work 
in 14 different states, with the best job being done in California. 


Headliner: Top247 quarterback Patrick O’Brien is the future 
of the program. The 6-4, 230-pound passer was ranked by 
247Sports as a Top100 recruit, the nation’s No. 7 pro-style 
passer, a playmaker that is an accurate passer and quick 
decision-maker that can also make things happen as a ball- 
carrier when asked. 

Sleeper: |t's mind-boggling how the California powers failed to 
offer electric playmaker Derrion Grim, who had 96 receptions for 
a state record 1,928 yards and 34 touchdowns as a senior. He 
enrolled early in Lincoln. 


Bottom Line: The Huskers were a factor in California after land- 
ing four four-stars from the Golden State this cycle, with defensive 
back Lamar Jackson bringing elite size and talent to the second- 
ary. Look for that momentum out West to carry over even more 

in 2017. 


Wisconsin 


Overview: The Badgers 26-player class ranked 
No. 6 in the Big Ten per 247Sports led by a pair of U.S. Army 
All-Americans in offensive lineman Cole Van Lanen and perhaps 
the nation’s strongest player in defensive tackle Garrett Rand. 
The Badgers got more athletic at linebacker and in the secondary 
with this group and added some playmakers on offense. 
Headliner: Van Lanen comes in as the No. 2 recruit in the 
state, a four-star recruit that could play center, guard or tackle 
in Madison. 
Sleeper: |n a class full of them, lightly recruited offensive 
tackle Patrick Kasl out of Minnesota is one 247Sports took 
a shot on and ranked inside the Top247, a very athletic player 
on the edge that has all the tools to be Wisconsin’s next great 
offensive lineman. 
Bottom Line: The Badgers got bigger across the board in the 
2016 class with all but one recruit listed at 5-11 or above with five 
listed at 6-5 or above. It is a blue-collar, hard-nosed class that fits 
the mold of a typical Wisconsin class. 
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Overview: The Terrapins got a nice bit of 
home-cooking in the 2016 class signing 21, with 10 hailing from 
in-state, including three four-star recruits per 247Sports from local 
Hyattsville (Md.) DeMatha in offensive guard Terrance Davis and 
receivers Tino Ellis and DJ Turner. 

Headliner: Terrance Davis ranks as the nation’s No. 3 offensive 
guard and No. 73 recruit overall per the 247Sports Composite. 
The road grader on the interior chose to stay home over a national 
Offer list. 


Sleeper: Tyrrell Pigrome was lightly recruited as an undersized 
quarterback, but the Alabama Player of the Year could end being 
one of the most exciting receivers in the Big Ten. Accounted for 

62 touchdowns as a senior, 44 running and 18 passing. 


Bottom Line: New coach DJ Durkin was one of the best recruit- 
ers in the country before his arrival as the head man at Maryland 
and he was pivotal in some big recruiting gets down the stretch 
shortly after getting hired. We look for him to be very involved on 
the trail moving forward and we expect a Top25 class in 2017. 


Overview: The Hawkeyes 24-player class 
ranked inside the Top50 nationally at No. 47 per 247Sports, a group 
that has a lot of versatility. Several guys could play different 
positions in an lowa uniform, all coming from a pool of potential 
defensive ends, linebackers and tight ends. 

Headliner: Cedrick Lattimore is a 6-6, 250-pound defensive 
end out of Detroit (Mich.) English Village who set a school record 
with 17 sacks as a senior. 

Sleeper: Emmanuel Rugamba could play receiver or defensive 
back on the college level, but we like him at receiver where he 
caught 112 passes for 1,615 yards and 11 touchdowns as a senior 
for Naperville (Ill.) Central. 

Bottom Line: lowa’s Rose Bowl season may have caught 
prospects by surprise in 2016, but it won't in 2017. Expect lowa 

to be in the mix for a Top25 recruiting class on National Signing Day 
in 2017. 


Overviews: Despite the coaching changes, 
Minnesota was still able to sign a Top50 class, checking in at 
No. 48 nationally per 247Sports. It is a 24-player class with the 
Gophers having the most success they've had in-state in a long 
time, inking 11, including the state’s No. 1 recruit in four-star 
Carter Coughlin. 
Headliner: Coughlin walks in the door as one of the most athletic 
linebackers in the country; 247Sports ranked him as the nation's 
No. 9 outside linebacker and No. 92 recruit overall. He chose the 
Gophers over Ohio State. 
Sleeper: Receiver Drew Hmielewski could also play in the 
secondary as a Gopher, but he’s a plus athlete with terrific ball skills 
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and great leaping ability. 

Bottom Line: The trenches, defensive back and receiver were 
the needs Minnesota addressed in the 2016 cycle. It's a balanced 
class overall, with 12 listed as offensive players, 10 on defense, 
one that could go either way and a specialist. 


Overviews: This is another small but talented 
class for Northwestern, a 20-player group typically never much 
bigger than that because the Wildcats redshirt so many of their 
guys. It’s a balanced group, with 11 coming in on offense, 
including several with speed and ability to make big plays in the 
open field. 

Headliner: Running back Jeremy Larkin arrives as the No. 24 
player in the country at his position. Ohio's Mr. Football runner- 
up, Larkin had an amazing career at Cincinnati (Ohio) LaSalle, 
accumulating 8,326 all-purpose yards and 95 touchdowns in three 
seasons. 


Sleeper: Riley Lees played quarterback on the prep level and 
led Libertyville (Ill.) High to the state championship game as a se- 
nior, but will move to receiver in Evanston. With great speed, Lees 
racked up 4,437 yards rushing and 68 touchdowns during his prep 
career, another 2,989 yards passing with 38 scores, and 750 yards 
receiving and three touchdowns. 


Bottom Line: Texas and Ohio continue to be good to 
Northwestern which won 10 games for the fourth time under 
Pat Fitzgerald in 2015. This is one of the more athletic classes 
the Wildcats have inked in recent memory with cornerback 
Roderick Campbell being a guy that has a chance to push 
for time in year one. 


Indiana 


Overviews: Kevin Wilson and his staff signed 
21 prospects from nine different states, hitting Ohio, Florida and 
Texas particularly hard, and filled the biggest need at quarterback 
with a talented JUCO passer and one of the Buckeye State’s best 
prepsters. 
Headliner: Richard Lagow looks like the favorite to replace 
Indiana record-holder Nate Sudfeld under center. 247Sports 
ranks the 6-6, 240-pound Lagow as the nation’s No. 3 pro-style 
passer. He completed 66 percent of his passes for 2,285 yards 
and 21 touchdowns last fall at Cisco (Texas) Community 
College. 


Sleeper: Cole Gest may have been the best high school football 
player in Ohio last year, rushing for 2,097 yards and 25 touchdowns 
as a senior for state champion Lakewood (Ohio) St. Edward. Gest 
has 4.4 speed and will be a factor at receiver and running back 
from day one in Bloomington. 

Bottom line: The Hoosiers went heavy on offense in the 2016 
cycle, and besides addressing the need at quarterback, did a nice 
job in the trenches landing four offensive linemen, including four- 
star offensive tackle Coy Cronk, two running backs, two receivers 
and two tight ends. 
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Overview: The Illinois staff was looking 
to add length and athleticism to their roster and they were able 
to accomplish that in this 22-player class, particularly at linebacker 
and tight end. Seventeen that signed earned all-state honors and 
11 arrive as state champions. 
Headliner: Zarrian Holcombe is a 6-6, 220-pound tight end 
who was a three-sport athlete and has tremendous upside as a 
playmaker in the passing game. 
Sleeper: \zon Pulley is a 6-4, 250-pound defensive end who cer- 
tainly can play off the edge but could develop into a disruptive player 
at the point of attack. He played his high school ball at national 
powerhouse Olney (Md.) Good Counsel. 


Bottom Line: With Lovie Smith and the NFL pedigree he and his 
staff have, look for the Illini to recruit at a higher level, particularly 
in-state. 


Rutgers 


Overview: Chris Ash only had three weeks on 
the job to finish Rutgers’s 2017 recruiting class after coming over 
from Ohio State. The Scarlet Knights signed just 17, eight from 
different states, but also nine from in-state as the new staff begins 
building in-roads for the future. 

Headliner: At 6-3, 210-pounds Elorm Lumor helps Rutgers 
{ill their biggest need, arriving as the country’s No. 1 prep-school 
linebacker per the 247Sports Composite. 


Sleeper: Trey Sneed is one of the top running backs to come 
out of Florida. He gained 1,294 yards and scored 15 touchdowns 
as a senior at Orange Park (Fla.) Fleming High. 

Bottom Line: Linebacker was the big need for the Scarlet 
Knights and five signed on the dotted line. Ash, like DJ Durkin 

at Maryland, was a strong assistant coach recruiter and that should 
carry over to Rutgers. 


Overview: The Boilermakers made the 
secondary a priority in the 2016 class taking four cornerbacks and 
two safeties, led by junior college cornerback Kamal Hardy. Purdue 
signed 23, but struggled to recruit in the Midwest, landing just four 
combined from Michigan, Indiana, Illinois and Ohio. 

Headliner: Rob Simmons is a 6-6, 225-pound outside 
linebacker that brings unique athletic ability and frame to the edge 
of the Boilermakers defense. 

Sleeper: Jackson Anthrop jumped on a late offer from Purdue 
and should add a spark to the offense in year one. Anthrop had 
3,218 all-purpose yards and 55 touchdowns as a senior. 
Bottom Line: This was arguably one off the worst recruiting 
classes in Division-| football as most signees didn’t hold another 
Power Five offer. The Boilermakers are counting on out-evaluating 
their peers and hoping the JUCOs they signed can help get his 
program trending in the right direction. 
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Ohio State 
Michigan 
Iowa 
Michigan State 
Northwestern 
Nebraska 
Wisconsin 
Penn State 

. Minnesota 

10. Illinois 

11. Indiana 

12. Maryland 

13. Rutgers 
Purdue 


- 
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fter Ohio State won the national 

championship to cap the 2014 

season, things were looking up 
for the Big Ten in a major way. Michigan 
State had just driven home another top- 
five finish, too, and Jim Harbaugh was 
bound for Michigan. In all, the league 
was soaring. 

One very eventful season later, it’s not 
as if the Big Ten needed to apologize, 
exactly. Michigan State made the 2015 
playoff. Iowa came within a whisker. 
Ohio State was right in the mix, and 
Michigan mostly rocked it in Year 1 under 
Harbaugh. Northwestern and Wisconsin 
hit the 10-victory mark. 

In all, the league was ... a bit knocked 
back on its heels, nevertheless, and that’s 
because of how things ended for several 


PICKING THE BIG TEN 


Competitive League Chases Better Success in Postseason 


of its leading squads. The Spartans were 
wiped out, 38-0, by Alabama in a playoff 
semifinal. The Hawkeyes were embar- 
rassed, 45-16, by Stanford in the Rose 
Bowl. Northwestern was shredded, 45-6, 
by Tennessee in the Outback Bowl. 

Ohio State was terrific in a 44-28 
Fiesta Bowl victory over Notre Dame, 
but the performance was anticlimac- 
tic after the Buckeyes had fallen short 
of championship expectations. Penn 
State’s 7-6 finish — and Nebraska’s 6-7 
in Mike Riley’s debut as coach — were 
bummers, too. 

All of that is a long way to say: The 
Big Ten enters the 2016 campaign in 
prove-it mode, because its good clearly 
isn’t yet good enough. 

It’s certainly reasonable to wonder if 


BIG TEN EAST 


1, Ohio State 


2. Michigan 


3. Michigan State 
4. Penn State 


5. Indiana 


6. Maryland 


7, Rutgers 
BIG TEN WEST 


1. lowa 

2. Northwestern 
3, Nebraska 

4, Wisconsin 

5. Minnesota 

6. Illinois 


7. Purdue 


CONFERENCE PICKS 


Good news 


QB J.T. Barrett has done this. Did we mention 
Urban Meyer's 50-4 record at OSU? 


Chris Wormley plus Jabrill Peppers plus Jourdon 
Lewis equals superstar at each level of D. 


The L.J. Scott-led ground game will be strong; 
defensive front seven will be wicked. 


Saquon Barkley is a top RB, and PSU's full 
scholarship allotment has been restored. 


Hoosiers finally broke through — using that 
term ever so loosely — with a six-win season. 


D.J. Durkin, a terrific defensive coach, has taken over 
the program in his first head job. 


Chris Ash, a terrific defensive coach, has 
taken over the program in his first head job. 


QB C.J. Beathard, CB Desmond King are as 
good an offense-defense duo as in the league. 


Anthony Walker-led D will be stout; QB 
Clayton Thorson has learned to throw the ball. 


Things should be smoother for QB Tommy 
Armstrong Jr.-led O in Year 2 under Mike Riley. 


RB Corey Clement healthy again; defense 
returns lots of quality from No. 1 Big Ten. 


It's not like the Gophers are close to being 
awful again ... are they? 


Lovie Smith and all his NFL goodness — and 
a pretty impressive staff — have arrived. 


What makes you think there's good news? 


Bad news 


This team is in the teens in terms of starters 
lost. 


Wilton Speight? John O’Korn? Shane Morris? 
Is there a legit No. 1 QB in the Big House? 


We're looking at a likely drop-off at OB. Spartans 
will miss noted non-captain Connor Cook. 


Lions lost QB Christian Hackenberg and D-line 
stars Carl Nassib and Anthony Zettel to the NFL. 
With OB Nate Sudfeld, RB Jordan Howard off to NFL, 
offense could struggle. Defense always struggles. 
The Terps return fewer than half of their 
starters on each side of the ball. 


Lost consecutive games to OSU, Wisconsin, 
Michigan, Nebraska by combined 130 points. 


The bar of a 12-0 regular season is set unrea- 
sonably high. 


The offense still lacks playmakers at the 
receiving positions. 

Schedule — vs. Oregon, at Northwestem, 
Wisconsin, Ohio State and lowa — is hellacious. 


QB play is an ongoing issue, and it’s not like 
there’s anybody to throw it to. 


Dropped five of six to end 2015 regular season, 
sucking the mojo out of the program. 


The talent level remains an enormous problem. 


Coach Darrell Hazell is 6-30 at the school. That 
is, by any definition, not superb. 


the teams that were rag-dolled on high- 
profile postseason stages will merely 
pick up where their success ended. 
Instead, they could be steeped, at least 
to some uncomfortable degree, in crises 
of confidence. 

“T don’t think so,” said Iowa coach Kirk 
Ferentz, speaking only of the Hawkeyes. 

“l’ve been around some really good 
teams, but I don’t know if I’ve been 
around a team that prepared and then 
competed for 13 opportunities (includ- 
ing a 16-13 loss to Michigan State in the 
Big Ten title game). These guys did a 
great job of that. But the bowl game was 
really disappointing.” 

There are challenges galore facing 
Big Ten teams as they head into a new 
season. Ohio State, still the flagship pro- 


Our call 
We'll still take OSU's new starters over your returning 


ones all day. 


The defense could be the best in the land. We trust 
Jim Harbaugh on the QB front, too. 


The culture here is all about physicality and — what's 
that word again? — winning. MSU is in fine shape. 


James Franklin needs more patience from Nits fans. 


Hoosiers might have hit their ceiling in the East. 
There is only so much Durkin can do in his first year. 


It won't truly be Ash Saturday for a while. 


Best team in the West? Easy call. Northwestern, 
Wisconsin and Nebraska all come to Kinnick. 


Pat Fitzgerald has something good cooking in 
Evanston. 


It's still too soon to expect too much. 


It's not that easy after all to keep the Barry Alvarez 
train running. 


The bygone Jerry Kill era will be appreciated like never 
before. 


QB Wes Lunt will put up good numbers in a sub-.500 
effort. 


This just isn’t working. 


—————— 
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gram, is — with only a handful of return- 
ing starters — at a personnel crossroads. 
Michigan State, Michigan, Penn State, 
Wisconsin and others need new quarter- 
backs to step forward. 

Nebraska’s defense is trying to get off 
the mat after a miserable 2015, particu- 
larly against the pass. Minnesota, which 
made such constant improvement under 
Jerry Kill, is searching for an identity 
without a coach whose guiding hand is 
sorely missed. 

The Big Ten is two for two with the 
playoff, but getting a team there in 2016 
will be difficult. The main reason for that 
outlook is there simply is no clear choice 
to get there. 

“Our goal is to go back-to-back,” said 
MSU coach Mark Dantonio. “Always, the 
goal here is to win a championship.” 

But a Big Ten title and a playoff berth 
won't necessarily go hand-in-hand in 
2016. It might take some overachiev- 
ing, too. 

— Steve Greenberg 


QB J.T. Barrett Jr. Ohio State 

RB Saquon Barkley So. Penn State 
FI RB Justin Jackson Jr. Northwestern 
a WR Jehu Chesson Sr. Michigan 
yy 6WR Chris Godwin Jr. Penn State 
ey TE Jake Butt Sr. Michigan 
mC Pat Elflein Sr. Ohio State 
Pay OL_Brian Allen Jr. Michigan State 
2 OL Dan Feeney Sr. Indiana 
i OL Billy Price Jr. Ohio State 
= OL Dan Voltz Jr. Wisconsin 

AP Will Likely Sr. Maryland 

K _ Griffin Oakes Jr. Indiana 

DL Jaleel Johnson Sr. lowa 
s DL Malik McDowell Jr. Michigan State 
“s DL’ Jake Replogle Sr. Purdue 
sl DL Chris Wormley Sr. Michigan 
Ha LB Raekwon McMillan Jr. Ohio State 
‘| LB Jabrill Peppers Jr. Michigan 
a LB Anthony Walker Jr. —_— Northwestern 
a DB Demetrious Cox Sr. Michigan State 
a DB Jourdan Lewis Sr. Michigan 
i DB Will Likely Sr. Maryland 
f=)) DB Desmond King Sr. lowa 

P Cameron Johnston Sr. Ohio State 
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HONOR ROLL 


Most Valuable 
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DEFENSE - SECOND TEAM 


Most Accurate Passer J.T. Barrett Ohio State 
Strongest Arm Wes Lunt Illinois 
Best Scrambler Tommy Armstrong Jr. Nebraska 
Coolest in the Clutch C.J. Beathard lowa 
Toughest to Bring Down L.J. Scott Michigan State 
Best Hands Jordan Westerkamp Nebraska 
Most Dangerous Deep Threat _Jehu Chesson Michigan 
Best Pass Blocker Dan Feeney Indiana 
Best Run Blocker Pat Elflein Ohio State 
Best Pass Rusher Vince Biegel Wisconsin 
Best Cover Corner Desmond King lowa 
Special Teams Demon Will Likely Maryland 


Offensive Player 
Player of the Year 


10 + 
NORTHWESTERN 


J.T. Barrett 
QB, Ohio State 


Justin Jackson 
RB, Northwestern 


QB C.J. Beathard Sr. lowa 
RB Corey Clement Sr. Wisconsin 
RB Markell Jones So. Purdue 
WR Simmie Cobbs Jr. Jr. Indiana 
WR Jordan Westerkamp Sr. Nebraska 
TE Josiah Price Sr. Michigan State 
C Mason Cole Jr. Michigan 
OL Michael Dieter So. Wisconsin 
OL Erik Magnuson Sr. Michigan 
OL Jonah Pirsig Sr. Minnesota 
OL Sean Welsh dr. lowa 
AP Janarion Grant Sr. Rutgers 
K Ryan Santoso Jr. Minnesota 
DL Demetrius Cooper Jr. Michigan State 
DL Ryan Glasgow Sr. Michigan 
DL Tyquan Lewis Jr. Ohio State 
DL Dawuane Smoot Sr. Illinois 
LB Vince Biegel Sr. Wisconsin 
LB Riley Bullough Sr. Michigan State 
LB Josey Jewell Jr. lowa 
DB Gareon Conley Jr. Ohio State 
DB Nate Gerry Sr. Nebraska 
DB Matthew Harris Sr. Northwestern 
DB Greg Mabin Sr. lowa 
P Sam Foltz Sr. Nebraska 


Defensive Player 
of the Y 


OFFENSE - THIRD TEAM 
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Jabrill Peppers 
LB, Michigan 


Jake Hartbarger 


Tommy Armstrong Jr. Sr. 
L.J. Scott So. 
Ke’Shawn Vaughn So. 
Amara Darboh Sr. 
Matt VandeBerg Sr. 
Brandon Lingen = dr. 
Ben Braden Sr. 
Michael Dunn Sr. 
Jamarco Jones dr. 
Kyle Kalis Sr. 
Austin Schmidt Sr. 
Solomon Vault Jr. 
Drew Brown Jr. 


Nathan Bazata Jr. 
Sam Hubbard So. 
Tyler Lancaster Jr. 
Steven Richardson Jr. 
Brandon Bell Sr. 
Ed Davis Sr. 
Hardy Nickerson Jr. Sr. 
Anthony Cioffi Sr. 
Malik Hooker So. 
Godwin Igwebuike Jr. 
Sojourn Shelton Sr. 
So. 


Newcomer 
of the Year 


Mike Weber 
RB, Ohio State 


Nebraska 
Michigan State 
Illinois 
Michigan 
lowa 
Minnesota 
Michigan 
Maryland 
Ohio State 
Michigan 
Illinois 
Northwestern 
Nebraska 


lowa 

Ohio State 
Northwestern 
Minnesota 
Penn State 
Michigan State 
Illinois 

Rutgers 

Ohio State 
Northwestern 
Wisconsin 
Michigan State 
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THE BIG ONES 


Sept. 3 
Wisconsin vs. LSU (Green Bay, WI) 


Sept. 10 
North Carolina at Illinois 


Sept. 17 

Ohio State at Oklahoma 
Michigan State at Notre Dame 
Oregon at Nebraska 

Temple at Penn State 


Sept. 24 
Wisconsin at Michigan State 
Penn State at Michigan 


Oct.1 

Wisconsin at Michigan 
Northwestern at lowa 
Rutgers at Ohio State 


Oct. 8 
Michigan at Rutgers 
lowa at Minnesota 


Oct. 15 
Ohio State at Wisconsin 


Oct. 22 
Wisconsin at lowa 
Ohio State at Penn State 


Oct. 29 
Michigan at Michigan State 
Nebraska at Wisconsin 


Nov. 5 
Nebraska at Ohio State 


Nov. 12 
Michigan at lowa 


Nov. 19 
Ohio State at Michigan State 


Nov. 25 
Nebraska at lowa 


Nov. 26 

Michigan at Ohio State 
Michigan State at Penn State 
Purdue at Indiana 


1. Raekwon McMillan 
2. Jabrill Peppers 

3. Malik McDowell 

4. Desmond King 

5. Pat Elflein 

6. Anthony Walker 

7. Jourdan Lewis 

8. Chris Wormley 

9. Dan Feene 

10. Jake Butt 


TOP 10 NFL TALENT 
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At Lambeau Field. Badgers might wish Aaron Rodgers were under center. 


First high-profile game for Lovie Smith, though we're using “high” loosely. 


Merely the mother of all matchups on college football’s non-con schedule. 
Irish have won three straight in this once-annual series. First meeting since ‘13. 
Great chance for Mike Riley to make early noise in Year 2. High-scoring? Yep. 
Nits were crushed by the Owls in 2015, giving up an unconscionable 10 sacks. 


Tone-setting opportunity for two new starting quarterbacks. 
Nice of the buzz-drunk Wolverines to join the party with their first big game. 


Can Michigan’s celebrated D dominate against a physical offense? 
Wildcats will have last year's result — Hawkeyes 40-10 in Evanston — in mind. 
Welcome back, Chris Ash. Try not to take this beat-down personally. 


D.J. Durkin welcomes friends from Ann Arbor, tries not to take beat-down personally. 
Gophers pushed Hawkeyes to the limit last year in lowa City, losing 40-35. 


Badgers have an off week to get ready for this one. Yes, that matters. Maybe? 


Hawkeyes got a bit lucky in last year’s game, their only W in last four meetings. 
This one’s at night — Beaver Stadium will be a mad house. 


Who's the Little Bro? Sparty has won seven of eight in this series. 
Two teams with harsh schedules get to knock the snot out of each other. 


Did we mention the Huskers’ harsh schedule? It gets scary-real here. 


Another prime-time affair that’s certain to be a bloodbath. 


Their meetings have been spectacular of late. We'll take another, please. 


Road team has won four straight in this series. Just remember that. 


Does The Game really need an introduction? Goodness no, it does not. 
We'll gladly strap in for some L.J. Scott-vs.-Saquon Barkley action. 
Will jobs be on the line, or do Darrell Hazell and Kevin Wilson have nine lives? 


LB Jr. Ohio State 

LB Jr. Michigan 

DT Jr. Michigan State 
CB Sr. lowa 

C Sr. Ohio State 

LB Jr. Northwestern 
CB Sr. Michigan 

DE Sr. Michigan 

0G Sr.__ Indiana 

TE Sr. Michigan 


*Only draft-eligible players included. 


Desmond King 


Photo by Joe Robbins 


BOWL CONNECTIONS 


BOWL CONNECTIONS 


Big Ten champ College football playoff or 


Rose Bowl vs. Pac-12 


Other affiliations: 
Outback vs. SEC 
Citrus vs. SEC 
Holiday vs. Pac-12 
TaxSlayer vs. SEC 
Music City vs. SEC 
Pinstripe vs. ACC 
Foster Farms vs. Pac-12 
Quick Lane vs. ACC 
Heart of Dallas vs, C-USA 


An ultimate thumper inside — 240 pounds of destruction. 
Put him wherever you want, right? Probably at safety. 
Strong, quick, disruptive — McDowell has it all. 

Combine numbers be damned, he’s the best guy on the field. 
Absolute masher in the run game who can play guard, too. 
Instincts, speed, big-play tendencies. What else is there? 

A bit in Peppers’ shadow, but potentially more NFL-ready. 
Year-to-year improvement speaks loudly to his potential. 
Forget where he plays — this is a tactician with toughness. 
Game-changer at his position. Right team will covet him. 
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AROUND THE BIG TEN 


It’s a Hard Road Ahead for Wisconsin 


ot all schedules are created 
| \ | equal. 

Who gets the worst — and the 
best — of the paths in the Big Ten this 
season? We rank the schedules, from the 
most harrowing to the most marshmal- 
lowy-soft: 

1. Wisconsin. Who wouldn’t want 
to break in a new starting quarterback 
against LSU, right? Imagine the bad luck 
in drawing Michigan State, Michigan 
and Ohio State in divisional crossover 
games. Now imagine getting those three 
teams in order — followed by a trip to 
Iowa — to start the Big Ten portion of the 
schedule. Insane. 

2. Ohio State. The Buckeyes have the 
league’s toughest non-conference assign- 


ment, a September date at Oklahoma. 


FOUR-YEAR STANDINGS 


The East Division is certainly the center of the Big Ten universe, with Ohio State and Michigan State ranking with the 
elite programs in the country ... and Michigan not too far from regaining such distinction. There there’s Penn State, which 


They also have Wisconsin, Northwestern 
and Nebraska from the West with which 
to tango. And the clashes with Michigan 
State (away) and Michigan (home) to end 
the regular season will be biblical. 

3. Nebraska. So what if Oregon might 
be down a bit in 2016? The Ducks are 
the Ducks — they'll hit Lincoln expecting 
to win. The Huskers face Northwestern, 
Wisconsin and Iowa all on the road and, 
in the mother of all Big Ten assignments, 
play at Ohio State on the first Saturday 
of November. Lots of luck with Year 2, 
Mike Riley. 

4. Michigan State. An early off week 
before the game at Notre Dame cer- 
tainly will help, but the Spartans will be 
the underdogs in that one. The home 
schedule — which includes Wisconsin, 


BYU, Northwestern, Michigan and Ohio 
State — will be a bear to navigate. Home 
is good, though. 

5. Northwestern. The Wildcats play 
their three crossover games consecu- 
tively in October, and they include a pair 
of doozies — at Michigan State and at 
Ohio State. Those games are preceded by 
a stretch against Duke (home), Nebraska 
(home) and Iowa (away) that’s nothing to 
sneeze at. Reaching 10 wins again is a lot 
to hope for. 

6. Penn State. September brings a 
rivalry-restoration game at Pittsburgh, 
a home rematch with Temple — which 
dominated the Nittany Lions in 2015 
— and a trip to Michigan. Iowa comes 
to Beaver Stadium, though the cross- 
over schedule is friendly on the whole. 


has the proud history and color scheme, and three other powerhouses with which to compete for a prime bowl game. 
On the other side of the conference, Wisconsin and Nebraska will leave a mark on you, but they have not been guilty 


of winning the big games in recent years. 


East Division 
Ohio State 
Michigan State 
Michigan 

Penn State 
Maryland 

Indiana 

Rutgers 

West Division 
Wisconsin 
Nebraska 

lowa 
Northwestern 
Minnesota 
Purdue 


Illinois 6-26 


43-11 
30-21 
29-21 
21-29 
19-30 
27-24 

All 
38-16 
34-19 
31-21 
30-20 
28-24 
18-32 
17-32 


scoootos 8 OFT CON w BS 
-~ 4+ RP Wwe PP yw AN DY OD Pw 


0/0 


C=Big Ten championships/title game appearances; M=Major bowls/playoff; B=Bowls 


Comment 

Just one Big Ten loss in four seasons. 

That's 36 wins in past three seasons. 

Nice start for Harbaugh; will it continue? 
Last winning season in Big Ten was 2012. 
5-11 in last 2 ACC yrs; 5-11 in first 2 here. 
Thank goodness for Maryland and Rutgers. 
8-7 in final 2 Big East yrs; 4-12 in first 2 here. 
Comment 

Not exactly dominant, but 30 wins in 3 years. 
Steadily becoming run-of-the-mill Big Ten team. 
Tough finish can’t tarnish boffo 2015 season. 
Ten wins every third season is pretty much ideal. 
Always good enough for a bow! game. 

Yikes ... now two wins in past 24 Big Ten games. 
5th-year seniors seek first winning season. 


NL 
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At least PSU gets Ohio State and 
Michigan State at home. 

7. Illinois. Beating North Carolina in 
Champaign probably is beyond the Illini’s 
grasp. The crossover games — at Rutgers, 
at Michigan, home for Michigan State — 
seem to spell 1-2 or 0-3. The Illini face 
Nebraska, Wisconsin and Northwestern 
all on the road. Not all of 2016 will be 
Lovie dovey, to say the least. 

8. Michigan. The opening stretch at 
home — against Hawaii, UCF, Colorado, 
Penn State and Wisconsin — probably 
should add up to 5-0. Back-half visits 
to Michigan State, Iowa and Ohio State 
are the only real challenges from there, 
though they are enormous challenges. 

g. Rutgers. The opener at fast- 
improving Washington could get seri- 
ously ugly. Fortunately for the Scarlet 
Knights, they get to play at Ohio State 
and Michigan State. Wait, we misspoke 
— those are very bad things. Life in the 
Big East sure was easier. 

10. Indiana. We should be looking at a 
3-0 start for the Hoosiers, who then face 
Michigan State, Ohio State, Nebraska 
and Northwestern in order. All of which 
might be saying we'll be looking at 3-4 for 
the Hoosiers. It’s never easy when you're 
talking football at Indiana. 

11. Maryland. The first four opponents 
— Howard, Florida International, UCF 
and Purdue — were a combined 8-39 last 
season, so maybe a thing or two will go 
right for the Terps? Still, life in the East 
division is what it is: at this point, still 
untenable. 

12. Minnesota. Sure must be nice 
to have TCU off the schedule. Non- 
conference home games against Oregon 
State and Colorado State are highly win- 
nable, but those opponents pose some 
danger. The Gophers get Penn State, 
Maryland and Rutgers in crossover 
action. See, now that’s the way to do it. 

13. Iowa. That third game — at Kinnick 
against million-time FCS champ North 
Dakota State — sure will be interest- 
ing. From there, man, it’s good to be 
the Hawkeyes, who get Northwestern, 
Wisconsin and Nebraska all at home. The 
circle-the-calendar prime-time date with 
Michigan also is in Iowa City. 

14. Purdue. None of the three East 
big boppers is on the schedule, which 
affords the Boilers a chance to finally 
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Mike Weber 


move up a couple of ticks. Can this 
team start 3-0 at home against Eastern 
Kentucky, Cincinnati and Nevada and 
change the mood in West Lafayette ... for 
a little while? 


TOP FIVE NEWCOMERS 


We're looking at true freshmen, red- 
shirt freshmen, JC transfers, grad trans- 
fers ... basically, anybody who has yet to 
play at their school: 

1. Mike Weber, RB, Fr., Ohio State. 
After redshirting last year, he’s the 
should-be successor to Ezekiel Elliott. 
Senior Bri’onte Dunn is just going to have 
to deal with backing up Weber, who’s too 
good not to play. 

2. Hardy Nickerson Jr., LB, Sr., 
Illinois. This is the lock-down inside 
guy the Illini desperately needed. The 
son of former NFL star Hardy Nickerson 
— Illinois’ defensive coordinator — is a 
graduate transfer from Cal, where he was 
the Bears’ best defensive player. 

g. Rashan Gary, DT, Fr., Michigan. 
The No. 1 recruit in the 2016 class will 


have to earn his way into a deep, tal- 
ented rotation in fall camp, but born-to- 
dominate athletes like him don’t come 
around often. He isn’t at Michigan to sit 
and watch. 

4. Donnie Corley, WR, Fr., Michigan 
State. At 6-3, with what some are calling 
freakish ability, Corley is just what the 
Spartans need at a thin position. He'll 
learn on the job and should blossom into 
a star. 

5. Richard Lagow, QB, Jr., Indiana. 
The junior college transfer is a mon- 
ster in the pocket at 6-6, 240 and has 
an excellent chance to emerge in the 
team’s quarterback race and be the guy 
to replace Nate Sudfeld. Lagow could 
sneak up on the league with big-time 
numbers in 2016. 


THE LITTLE THINGS 


- In this initial season of nine confer- 
ence games for every Big Ten team, the 
unbalanced schedule — five road games 
for every West team, four for every East 
squad — will make life even harder on the 
lesser of the two divisions. Maybe 2017 
will be the year a West school breaks 
through to the playoff. 

- Are any Big Ten coaches on the pro- 
verbial hot seat? Darrell Hazell, 6-30 at 
Purdue, is the obvious place to start. Penn 
State’s James Franklin and Nebraska’s 
Mike Riley are under immense pressure 
to produce, yet both seem safe. Frankly, 
so does everyone else. 

- Still mighty impressive that Urban 
Meyer convinced Greg Schiano to be his 
defensive coordinator. It can’t last long 
before Schiano gets his next head job, 
can it? 

+» Five schools — Michigan State (three 
appearances), Wisconsin (three), Ohio 
State (two), Nebraska (one) and Iowa 
(one) — have combined to make all 10 
appearances in the still-young Big Ten 
Championship Game. Anybody want to 
bet on a sixth in 2016? 

- There were 15 quarterbacks selected 
in the 2016 NFL Draft, and a third of them 
came from the Big Ten — Penn State’s 
Christian Hackenberg, Michigan State’s 
Connor Cook, Ohio State’s Cardale Jones, 
Indiana’s Nate Sudfeld and Michigan’s 
Jake Rudock. The Big Ten produced 47 
draft picks, second among conferences 


behind the SEC (51). 
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1. Ohio State 
2. Iowa 
3. Nebraska 
4. Illinois 
5. Minnesota 
6. Michigan State 
7. Michigan 
8. Northwestern 
9. Wisconsin 
10. Penn State 
11. Rutgers 
12. Indiana 
13. Purdue 
14. Maryland 


1. Wisconsin 

2. Michigan State 
3. Penn State 

4. Iowa 

5. Northwestern 
6. Ohio State 

7. Purdue 


RUNNING BACKS QUARTERBACKS 


1. Michigan 
2. Penn State 
3. Indiana 
4. Nebraska 
5. Ohio State 
6. Iowa 
7. Minnesota 
8. Rutgers 
9. Michigan State 
10. Illinois 
11. Wisconsin 
12. Maryland 
13. Purdue 
14. Northwestern 


RECEIVERS 


OFFENSIVE LINE 


It’s J.T. Barrett’s show at 
Ohio State now. No looking 
over his shoulder at Cardale 
Jones. No wondering how 
committed the Buckeyes will 
remain to the quarterback 
runs that Barrett handles 
so well. This is the junior’s 
time to bring steadiness 
and poise — to say nothing 
of prime-time playmaking 
ability — to an offense with 
many new pieces. 

Towa senior C.J. Beathard is 


Corey Clement, the next 
in line after Melvin Gordon 
in Wisconsin’s chain of run- 
ning backs, was supposed 
to own the 2015 season, but 
he was knocked off track by 
an injury that limited him to 
four games. This is still the 
rightful successor to Montee 
Ball and Gordon — Clement 
leading the league in rushing 
would surprise no one — and 
the Badgers have produc- 
tive Dare Ogunbowale and 


We are talking about serious 
NFL talent at Michigan in tight 
end Jake Butt and wideouts 
Jehu Chesson and Amara 
Darboh. Chesson is a speed 
guy who needs special atten- 
tion in any defensive game 
plan. Darboh is a strong-hand- 
ed powerhouse who should be 
a tremendous weapon in the 
red zone. 

Penn State probably is 
stronger at wide receiver, with 
large targets Chris Godwin and 


Ohio State’s unit isn’t as 
star-studded as it was a year 
ago, but that group didn’t 
coalesce as well as most 
observers expected it would. 
Senior center Pat Elflein — 
who could easily be in the 
NFL — is determined to make 
the Buckeyes great again up 
front. Guard Billy Price could 
play anywhere, for anybody. 
Towering Jamarco Jones is 
the man now at left tackle and 


a rock-solid quarterback — good 
at everything, if great at none. 
And he’s a clutch guy, a big deal 
for a team that’s likely to find 
itself in a lot of close games. He 
threw only five interceptions 
in 2015 and is the conference’s 
returning leader in passer rating. 
Bring those interceptions 
down, Tommy Armstrong Jr. — 
16 was way too high a number a 
season ago, and they were a big 
reason why Nebraska hit the 
finish line with an under-.500 


Taiwan Deal back. 

LJ Scott, Gerald Holmes, 
Madre London — as trios go, 
Michigan State’s is up there 
with most anybody’s. These 
guys will lean on defenses 
and give the Spartans a 
chance to continue their run 
of excellence. 

Assuming Saquon Barkley 
is the best of all the Big Ten 
backs, we have to put Penn 
State in the top three. Yet the 
Nittany Lions lack proven 


DaeSean Hamilton, than it is 

at any other position group. 
Whether or not the Nittany 
Lions will have an offense that 
can feed them the ball remains 
to be seen. Godwin had the bet- 
ter 2015, but Hamilton changed 
his body in the offseason and 
should be one of the Big Ten’s 
most reliable weapons. 

Maybe we don’t give Simmie 
Cobbs, Ricky Jones and 
Mitchell Paige enough respect 
because they play for Indiana, 


appears to be very ready for 
the job. 

We're taking a leap of 
faith in Michigan’s unit, which 
frankly could prove to be one of 
the most improved in the coun- 
try. Mason Cole is developing 
into one of the best centers any- 
where. Tackle Erik Magnuson 
and guards Ben Braden and 
Kyle Kalis have accepted the 
challenge — demand — from 
Jim Harbaugh to take their 


RATING THE BIG TEN ——_—— 


record. Yet, Armstrong has the 
tools to challenge Barrett for 
the right to be called the Big 
Ten’s top dual-threat QB. He'll 
be more comfortable in Year 2 
under Mike Riley. 

Something of a hidden 
talent — because his team is, 
frankly, far from winning — 
is Illinois senior Wes Lunt, who 
has an NFL arm. Minnesota’s 
Mitch Leidner is one of the 
most experienced guys in the 
league. 


depth at the position. Iowa’s 
running back combo of LeShun 
Daniels and Akrum Wadley, 
for example, could prove to be 
more potent. 

Northwestern’s Justin 
Jackson — don’t be surprised 
if he leads the league, either 
— is a star. So is Purdue’s 
Markell Jones. Ohio State 
sophomore Mike Weber isn’t 
Ezekiel Elliott (not yet, any- 
way), but he’s a stud talent 
with much promise. 


but here’s a trio that combined 
for 171 catches and over 2,600 

yards a season ago. Cobbs can 
shake-and-bake anybody. 

We should mention 
Nebraska’s Jordan Wester- 
kamp, Iowa’s Matt VandeBerg 
and Michigan State tight 
end Josiah Price — big-time 
talents, all. And watch out for 
Minnesota tight end Brandon 
Lingen, who could jump to the 
fore in a Maxx Williams sort 
of way. 


experience and run with it. 

Paul Chryst has the size and 
strength he wants to work with 
on Wisconsin’s line, which will 
have Dan Voltz and Michael 
Deiter leading the way. Brian 
Allen is the latest O-line star 
at Michigan State. 

Indiana guard Dan Feeney 
has developed into a foremost 
tactician. Minnesota tackle 
Jonah Pirsig is a straight-up 
monster. 
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PLAYERS TO WATCH 


LINEBACKERS DEFENSIVE LINE 


SPECIAL TEAMS SECONDARY 


1. Michigan 
2. Michigan State 
3. Ohio State 
4. Iowa 
5. Illinois 
6. Northwestern 
7. Wisconsin 
8. Nebraska 
9. Purdue 
10. Minnesota 
11. Penn State 
12. Rutgers 
13. Maryland 
14. Indiana 


1. Dhio State 
2. Wisconsin 
3. Michigan State 
4, Michigan 
5. Northwestern 
6. Iowa 
7. Penn State 
8. Nebraska 
9, Minnesota 
10. Purdue 
11. Illinsis 
12. Indiana 
13. Maryland 
14. Rutgers 


1. Michigan 
2. Iowa 
3. Ohio State 
4. Michigan State 
5. Northwestern 
6. Minnesota 
7. Wisconsin 
8. Nebraska 
9. Penn State 
10. Maryland 
11. Rutgers 
12. Indiana 
13. Illinois 
14, Purdue 


1. Ohio State 
2. Nebraska 
3. Northwestern 
4. Indiana 
5. Michigan 
6. Minnesota 
7. Maryland 
8. Michigan State 
9. Wisconsin 
10. Penn State 
11. Iowa 
12. Purdue 
13. Rutgers 
14. Illinois 


8) Jake Butt 
—. 


Michigan’s group has best- 
in-the-country potential, led 
by 6-5, 303-pound fifth-year 
senior Chris Wormley, who 
possesses the size to line up 
anywhere on the line and be 
a dominant force. Interior guys 
Bryan Mone and Ryan Glasgow 
are back from injury and ready 
to roll. Keep an eye on mega- 
recruit Rashan Gary in his true 
freshman campaign. 

Think Michigan State’s 
duo of tackle Malik McDowell 


By season’s end, this Ohio 
State crew could be nothing 
but household names. Big 
thumper Raekwon MeMillan 
already is a star on the inside, 
but wait until everyone sees 
what outside guys Dante 
Booker and Chris Worley can 
do. Booker is a former five-star 
recruit. Worley nearly beat out 
Darron Lee in 2014, 

Wisconsin has tons of qual- 
ity to work with. It starts with 
outside ‘backer Vince Biegel, 


Lock ‘em in — Michigan’s 
Jourdon Lewis and Channing 
Stribling are among the very 
best cornerback pairings in 
the country. Delano Hill and 
Dymonte Thomas have start- 
ing experience at the safety 
positions. New coordinator 
Don Brown has so much good 
stuff to work with. 

Iowa’s secondary isn’t just the 
“Desmond King Show,” though 
King is as good as any cover 
guy in college football. Greg 


Punter Cameron Johnston 
is so good at what he does, he 
makes the entire Buckeyes’ 
special teams look good. Of 
course, this is as close to an 
NFL-style program as there is 
— there should be no worries 
about kickers Jack Willoughby 
and Sean Nuernberger, each of 
whom has leading-man ability. 
The return-man options are 
plentiful. 


Pos: TE Ht:6-6 Wt: 250 


and end Demetrius Cooper 
plans to remain in the shadow 
of Michigan’s defensive 

line? Heck no. Many believe 
McDowell is better right now 
than Shilique Calhoun was. 
Cooper has a shot to be one of 
the most improved players in 
the Big Ten. 

No doubt, Ohio State lost 
some star power off last year’s 
team, but look the heck out 
for junior Tyquan Lewis and 
sophomore Sam Hubbard — 


who’s in line for a monster 
season. And the T.J.s — inside 
man Edwards and outside man 
Watt (yes, that family) — have 
high ceilings. Jack Cichy and 
Chris Orr are proven contribu- 
tors. 

With Ed Davis back for 
a sixth year, Michigan State 
is as set as it could hope to 
be. Three-year starter Riley 
Bullough keeps everything 
locked down inside. Jon 
Reschke is a huge talent. 


Mabin, who missed the spring 
with an injury, is a big, physical, 
experienced cornerback. Strong 
safety Miles Taylor is another 
returning starter. 

We are believers in Ohio 
State’s potential at this (and, well, 
every other) unit. Gareon Conley, 
who started opposite Eli Apple 
in 2015, is the program’s next 
star at cornerback. Safety Malik 
Hooker is a freakish athlete who 
could play multiple positions. 

Are we underrating 


With kicker Drew Brown 
and punter Sam Foltz, 
Nebraska is in excellent 
shape. This could prove to 
be one of the best duos in 
the land. Like Ohio State, the 
Huskers have options at the 
returner spots, though this 
will have to go to fall camp. 

Northwestern has Solomon 
Vault, and let’s be real — most 
teams don’t have a return 


Channing Stribling 
Pos:CB Ht:6-2 Wt:181 


they could become the best 
pass-rushing duo in the league. 
Lewis has been a key rotation 
guy since his freshman season 
and snuck in eight sacks in 
2015. Hubbard has everyone 
thinking “next Joey Bosa.” 
Towa always is rugged up 
front, but here’s a team that has 
a sneaky-good D-line: Illinois. 
End Dawuane Smoot will press 
for the league lead in sacks. 
Tackles Chunky Clements and 
Rob Bain are tough to deal with. 


There isn’t a great deal of 
tested depth at Michigan, but 
there is serious star quality 
with Jabrill Peppers — one 
of the most uniquely gifted 
players in America — set to 
dominate after a switch from 
safety. Northwestern’s Anthony 
Walker is the heart of one 
of the league’s most capable 
defenses. Iowa’s Josey Jewell 
leads a terrific unit. 


Michigan State’s secondary 
here? The Spartans are used 
to such disrespect. Demetrious 
Cox and Montae Nicholson 
probably are the top safety 
tandem in the league. The 
cornerbacks need to step up; 
Darian Hicks is experienced 
and mega-confident. 

Senior cornerback Matthew 
Harris and junior safety 
Godwin Igwebuike won’t let 
Northwestern drop off much — 
if at all — in the back end. 


man with that kind of ability. 

Maryland’s William Likely 
has been off-the-charts good 
in the return game. The Big 
Ten may have the best over- 
all group of kick and punt 
returners in the land, but it 
also has kickers and punters 
who need to get better. 

This league could be spe- 
cial-teams central in college 
football in 2016. 
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BIG TEN YEAR IN REVIEW ————_—- 


The East division is usually where all the action is, so let’s start there, but it’s 
safe to skip over a bunch of stuff and land on Nov. 21. At that point, Ohio State 


ALL-BIG TEN TEAM 


selected by the league c 


Oaches 


had won 23 consecutive games and was a step ahead of Michigan State and OFFENSE — First Team OFFENSE — Second Team 
Michigan, each with one league loss. é, ; | QB ConnorCook © MichiganState| 98 C.J. Beathard Towa 
On that day in Columbus, all the Buckeyes’ momentum ran into the Spartans 
brick wall ... and the brick wall stood solid, flattening Ohio State like a cartoon RE Jordan Howard Tntilana | RB Justin Jackson _ Northwestern 
character. The Buckeyes’ didn’t exactly hammer away with running back Ezekiel RB Ezekiel Elliott Ohio State | RB  Saquon Barkley Penn State 
Elliott — he famously voiced his displeasure over getting only 12 carries — and WR Jehu Chesson Michigan | WR Jordan Westerkamp Nebraska 
Urban Meyer's offense scratched out a scant 132 yards and five first downs 
against Michigan State’s blue-collar troops. WR Aaron Burbridge: Michigan State | WR Alex Erickson a 
When MSU’s Michael Geiger booted a 41-yard field goal as time expired, sub- TE Jake Butt Michigan | TE Dan Vitale Northwestern 
sequently buried under a pile of teammates, the Spartans had upset Ohio State, C Jack Allen Michigan State] C Austin Blythe rari 
17-14, ultimately denying the Buckeyes a spot in the College Football Playoff and ie ieee ; ie tear rate 
a chance for a repeat national title. ata bles one aD cance 3 
The Spartans already had a tie-breaking 27-23 win over Michigan — thanks OG Pat Elflein Ohio State} OG Brian Allen Michigan State 
to that ude seeps Fey a eee gS aie peal silat ee OT JackConklin © MichiganState| OT Alex Lewis Nebraska 
return on the final play. So, all they had to do to win the East was beat Penn State 
the following week. party rolled, 55-16. OT Taylor Decker Ohio State} OT Jason Spriggs Indiana 
Towa safely navigated the West’s waters — winning half of its league games PK Griffin Oakes Indiana | PK Marshall Koehn Towa 
by no more than one score — and surprisingly ended up two games clear of its RS William Likely Maryland | RS Jabrill Peppers Michigan 
closest competition. 
DEFENSE — First Team DEFENSE — Second Team 
7 
THE CHAMPION: Michigan State , DL Joe Bosa Ohio State | DL Malik McDowell Michigan State 
The Spartans were led by the steady arm of senior QB Connor Cook, a stingy 
defense (especially against the run) and a ground-pound offense that was never DL Shilique Calhoun Michigan State | DL  Maliek Collins Nebraska 
more evident than against Iowa in the Big Ten Championship Game. DL Carl Nassib Penn State | DL Dean Lowry Northwestern 
Taking over at its 18-yard line with 9:31 left, trailing 13-9, Michigan State DL Yannick Ngakoue Maryland | DL Adolphus Washington Ohio State 
played “stop us if you can.” Sparty slugged out a 22-play drive — the only pass 
coming on a key third-and-8 completion — and, finally, running back LJ Scott LB Anthony Walker Jr. Northwestern | LB Josey Jewell awe 
reached across the goal line with 27 seconds left for a 16-13 win. LB Joshua Perry Ohio State | LB Darron Lee Ohio State 
Cook, who had missed the Ohio State game with a shoulder injury, probably couldn't LB Joe Schobart Wisconsin | LB Raekwon McMillan Ohio State 
do much on the final drive, but as coach Mark Dantonio said, “We found a way.” 
DB Desmond King Iowa | DB Nick VanHoose Northwestern 
THE STARS DB William Likely Maryland | DB Eli Apple Ohio State 
Dare re of ag! Yoat: pact pi ne ie State DB Jourdan Lewis Michigan | DB Vonn Bell Dhio State 
Elliott ran for 1,821 yards and 23 touchdowns, finishing sixth nationally with : 
in fae i IB Michael t Wis 
140.1 yards per game. After the 12-carry game against Michigan State, he capped BB sce eer Michigan) 0 sae a 
his OSU career with a rousing 214 yards against Michigan and 149 vs. Notre Dame. P Sam Foltz Nebraska | P © CameronJohnston —Ohio State 


Defensive Player of the Year: Carl Nassib, DL, Penn State 

Nassib, a former walk-on, had been Mr. Consistent for the Nittany Lions ... 
until his senior season. Then he was a terror. He set the school record with 15.5 
sacks, had 19.5 total tackles for loss and forced six fumbles. 

Coach of the Year: Kirk Ferentz, lowa 

Expectations were modest after a 7-6 season in 2014 that looked like a huge 


THE STANDINGS 


missed opportunity. But Ferentz perfectly instilled a grinder’s mentality into the EAST 
2015 Hawkeyes, who went 12-0 in the regular season, one defensive stop away in Team WL PCT. PF PA W-L PCT PF PA 
the Big Ten title game from being playoff-bound. 
Michigan State 7-1 .875 268 170 12-2 B57 417 304 
THE POST-SEASON Ohio State 7-1 875 282 119 12-1 923 464 196 
The Big Ten matched the record by producing 10 bowl teams for the second Michigan 6-2 .750 256 168 10-3 .769 408 213 
year in a row, but it’s here that we can have the ‘quantity vs. quality” debate. Penn State 4-4 500 190 184 7-6 598 301 284 
Michigan State simply had no chance vs. Alabama in a playoff semifinal, as its 
strengths collided head-on with Alabama’s superior strengths. Iowa gave its crit- Indiana eB 388 281 (317. 6-7_.462 475 499 
ics ammunitions with a lopsided loss to like-minded Stanford in the Rose. Ohio Maryland 1-7 125 178 282 3-9 250 296 413 
State and Michigan helped save the Big Ten postseason. Rutgers 1-7 125 170 334 4-8 339 325 419 
Cotton Bowl (CFP semifinal) Alabama 38, Michigan State 0 WEST 
Rose Bowl Stanford 45, Iowa 16 Team W-L PCT. PF PA W-L PCT PF PA 
Fiesta Bowl Ohio State 44, Notre Dame 28 Iowa 8-0 1000 253 153 12-2 857 433 285 
pe np , ee ees u ee Northwestern 6-2 .750 148 162 10-3 .769 254 242 
nee an: pp hia ret haces Wisconsin 6-2 .750 194 119 10-3 769 348 178 
Tax Slayer Bowl Georgia 24, Penn State 17 
Holiday Bowl Wisconsin 23, USC 21 Nebraska 3-5 375 245 227 6-7 462 427 362 
Foster Farms Bowl Nebraska 37, UCLA 29 Minnesota 2-6 250 194 239 6-7 462 292 327 
Quick Lane Bowl Minnesota 21, Central Michigan 14 illinois G6" 250 195 203 5-7 417 272 279 
Pin Stripe Bowl Duke 44, Indiana 41, OT Purdue 1-7 125 180 297 2-10 167 301 438 
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2015 BIG TEN LEADERS 


PASS EFFICIENCY G CMP ATT INT PCT. YDS TD EFFIC, INTERCEPTIONS G NO. yos 1D AVG/G 
1, Nate Sudfeld, Indiana 12.247 4127 09573 27 154.0 1. Desmond King, lowa 14 8 118 1 0.57 
2. Jake Ri Michi 13 2 9 3017-20 —*141:5 2. Tanner Wisconsin 13 6 98 0 0.46 
3. Cardale Jones, Ohio State 10110 176 5 625 1460 8 1415 3. Matthew Harris, Northwestem 11 4 94 1 0: 
3..C.J. Beathard, lowa 14223 362 5 61.6 2809 17 (199.5 3. Anthony Cioffi 1 4 56 0 0.36. 
3. Connor Cook, Michigan State 13229 408 56.1 3131 24 136.6 3. Briean Boddy-Calhoun, Minnesota 1 4 21 1 0.36. 
6. Chris Laviano, Rutgers 12187 307 60.9 2247 16 ‘131.8 6.1: tlinois 12 4 49 0 0.33 
6, Armstrong Jr., Nebraska 12222 402 1 552 9000 22 (1286 6. Purdue 12 4 4 0 0.33 
8. Joel Stave, Wisconsin 13225 970 11 608 2687 11 125.7 8. Nate Nebraska 13 4 30 0 0.31 
. Christian Hackenberg, Penn State 13192 x: 53.5 2525 i 123.9 8. Jonathan Crawford, Indiana 13 4 3 0 0.31 
10. Mitch Leidner, Minnesota 13242 407 59.5 2701 121.2 10. Jalen Myrick, Minnesota 10 3 30 1 0.30 
RUSHING 6 ATT YDS AVG. 7D sYDS/G SCORING G 1 FG «XPT «2xP 2s PTS.)—sPTS/G fe 
1. Ezekiel Elliott, Ohio State 1 289 1821 63 23 140.1 1. Ezekiel Elliott, Ohio State 1323 0 0 0 138 i = 
2. Justin Jackson, Northwestem 13 312 1418 45 5 109.1 2. Griffin Oakes, Indiana S70 24-53 0 125 96 
3. Saquon Barkley, Penn State 11 182 1076 59 7 97.8 3. Drew Brown, Nebraska 20 214g 0 107 a2 = 
4, Jordan Canzeri, lowa 12 183 984 54 2 82.0 4. Kenny Allen, Michigan ger 0 1846 0 100 77 be 
5. Brandon Ross, Maryland 12 150 958 64 10 79.8 5, Rafael Gaal Wisconsin 13 0 1840 0 94 72 
6. Josh Ferguson, Illinois 9 129 708 55 3 78.7 6. Marshall Koehn, lowa 40 1647 0 95 68 A 
7. Devine Redding, Indiana 13 226 1012 45 9 78 7. Michael Geiger, Mich State = 12 _5t 0 87 67 Ea 
8. Markell Jones, Purdue 12 168 875 52 10 729 8. Taylor Zalewski, Ilinois 1270 163! 0 79 68 iF 
8. Ke'Shawn Vaughn, llinois 11 157 723 46 6 65.7 9. Jordan Canzeri, lowa 12.13 0 0 0 78 65 ee 
10. Robert Martin, Rut 12 141 763 54 iy 10. Ryan Santoso, Minnesota 13.0 i 0 82 63 
TOTAL OFFENSE G RUSH PASS PLAYS TOT YDS/G PUNTING G NO. YOS YDS/G AVG. RECEIVING YDS/GAME G REC, YDS " AVGIG 
1. Nate Sudfeld, indiana 12 61 9573 458 3634 302.8 _ 1. Sam Foltz, Nebraska 12 2477 206.4 44.2 _1. Aaron Burbridge, Mich State 14851258 89.9 
2, Tommy Ammstrong J, Nebraska 12 400 3030 500 3430 285.8 _ 2. Cameron Johnston, Ohio State 13 58 2549 196.1__43.9 _ 2. Chris Godwin, Penn State 1369 1101 ; 847 
3. Connor Cook, Mich State 13.56 3131 460 3187 2452 _ 3. Peter Mortell, Minnesota 1374 $215 247.3 43.4 __3. Simmie Cobbs Jr., Indiana 13 60 1 4 79.6 
4, Jake Rudock, Michigan 13 166 3017 447 3183 244.8 _ 4. Jake r.Mich State 14-57 2434 1739 42.7 __4, Alex Erickson, Wisconsin 13 77 978 3 752 
5. Mitch Leidner, Minnesota__13 270 2701 514 2971 2285 _ 5. Erich Toth, Indiana 1363 2628 202.2 41.7 _ 5. Geronimo Allison, Illinois 12 65 682 3 735 
6. C.J. Beathard, lowa 14237 2809 462 3046 217.6 _ 6. Blake O'Neill, Michigan 13 53 2188 1683 41.2 _ 6. Jordan Westerkamp, Nebraska 13 918 7 706 
7. Wes Lunt, Iiinois 12-153 2761 2173 Poe r, Purdue ii 212.0 40.2 _7. Ricky Jones, Indiana 1954 906 5 697 
8. Joel Stave, Wisconsin 13-123 2687 403 2564 197.2 _ 8 Ryan Frain, Illinois 1270 2814 234.5 40.2 _ 8. Michael Thomas, Ohio Stale 13 56 781 9 60.1 
9. Christian Hackenbera, Penn State 13-80 2525 425 2445 188.1 _ 9. Dillon Kidd, lowa 14 59 2371 169.4 40.1. ~_9. KJ Maye, Minnesota 13.73 773 5 595 
10. Chris Laviano, Rutgers 12-98 2247 372 2209 184.1 10. Joey Roth, Rutgers 1258 2319 193.3 39.9 10. Jehu Chesson, Michi 13-50 764 58.8 
inna 
TOTAL OFFENSE G RUSH PASS PLAYS TOT YDS/PAVG/G | TOTALDEFENSE © G RUSH PASS PLAYS TOT YDS/PAVG/G KICKOFF RETURNS 6 NO YDS 7D AVG. 
1. Indiana 13 2736 3820 1053 6556 6.23 504. 4. Wisconsin 131240 2051 791 3491 441 2685 1. Michigan fa oe ee SS 
2. Nebraska 132340 3470 954 5810 6.09 4469 2. Michigan 131589 2060 818 3649 4.46 280.7 2. Northwestern 13 32. B02 25.0 
3. Ohio State 13 3188 2455 692 5643 6.33 434.1 3. Ohio State 131649 2398 699 4047 450 311.3 3. Ohio State 13 7 410 0 244 
4, Michigan 132057 3090 906 5147 5.68 9 4. Northwestem 13 1640 915 4146 453 318.9 4. lowa 14 35 797 0 227 
5. lowa 14 2544 2862 937 5406 5.77 386.1 5. Penn State 131963 2255 883 4218 478 924.5 5, Penn State 13 43 942 0 219 
6. Michigan State 14 2118 9279 992 5007 5.44 3855 6. Jowa 141700 3074 962 4774 496 341.0 6. Maryland 12 48 1039 1 216 
7. Wisconsin 13 1954 2968 931 4922 5.29 3786 7. Minnesota 132163 2334 917 4497 490 345.9 7. Rutgers 12 51 1093 3 aid 
8. Rutgers 122039 2 4524 5.61 377.0 8, Michi ie 14 1624 3274 895 4898 547 349.9 . Michigan State 14 23-488 212 
9. Maryland 122408 2092 629 4500 5.43 375.0 9. Minos 121997 2213 860 4210 4.90 350.8 9. Wisconsin 1 28555 1 «9.8 
10. Illinois 121551 2921 907 4472 493 9727 10. Nebraska 131428 3777 885 5205 588 400.4 10. Illinois 12 31614 ~~ —«198'8 
11. Purdue 121576 2847 921 4423 480 3686 11. Maryland 1219533101 5054 558 4212 11. Purdue 12 43.6490 19.7 
12. Minnesota 131873 2793 873 4666 5.34 9589 12. Purdue 122579 2921 897 5500 613 4583 12. Minnesota 13 40781 019.5 
13. Penn State 131744 2788 829 4502 5.47 3486 13. Rutoers 122233 3311 809 5544 685 462.0 _13.Indiana 13 5197 019.2 
14. Northwestem 13 2451 1801 952 4252 4.47 327.1 14. Indiana 13 2544 4079 1038 6623 638 5095 14, Nebraska 1 % 616 O 176 
SCORING OFFENSE G TD FG 1XP an SAF PTS PTS/G | SCORINGDEFENSE G TD FG 1XP 2XP SAF PTS PTS/G = PUNTRETURNAVG G NO YDS 1D AVG 
1. Indiana 43_58_24 53 O 475 36.5 1. Wisconsin 13.22 8 2 0 0 178 137 1, Maryland 12 26-460 2 172 
2. Ohio State i362 _10 2 D : 464 35.7 2. Ohio State 1324 10 22 0 0 196 151 2. lowa 14 182510 «18.9 
3. Nebraska 13__52_21 3 427__ 32: 3. Michigan 13.24 15 22 1 0 213 164 3.R 12 2. 167 1 (13.9 
4. Michi 13__50_18 is 4 0 408 __ 31.4 4. Northwestem: 13.30 11 27 0 1 242 186 4. Ohio State 13 30! == 5992" = 05> 194 
5. lowa. 1456 16 49 0 0 433 309° “& towa 1492 20 31 1 0 285 204 5, Michi 13 18 2050S. 
8. Michigan State__i4_55 12 51 _0 4i7_ 29.8 6 State 14 1234 0 0 904 217 6. Indiana 1 18 199 ~~ 2 ~—S144 
7, Rutgers _ 1242 12 35 1 0 385 27.4 7. Penn State 13.97. 9 35 0 0 204 218 7. Nebraska 13 1 4 0 104 
8, Wisconsin 1342 18 42 0 0 348 268 8. Illinois 12 3414 29 1 1 279 233 8. Hllinois 12 29-2902 —«*100 
9. Purdue 12_41 5 38 f 0 301 __25.1 9. Minnesota 13/40 16 37 1 0 327 252 9. Northwestern 13 13108 8.3 
10. Maryland 12_ 38 11 33 {1 0 296 247 10. Nebraska 13°45 16 40 2 0 362 278 10. Purdue 12 10 (a 73 
11. Penn State 13_ 36 18 31 0 0 301 232 11. Maryland 1253 14 «51 1 0 413 344 11. Wisconsin 13 29 ait 0 73 
42. tlinois 1232 16 32 0 0 272 227 12. Rutgers 12,55 12 51 1 O 419 349 12. Penn State 13 31221 0 71 
13. Minnesota 1334 17 31 3 O 292 225 43 Purdue 1257 14 52 1 0 438 365 13. Minnesota 13 24 40 35 
14. Northwestem__13_29 18 26 0 0 254 195 44. indiana 1365 13 54 3 0 489 376 14. Michigan State 14 13 0 34 
RUSHING OFFENSE  G ATT YDS AVG. TD YDS/G = RUSHINGDEFENSE G ATT YARDS AVG. TD YDS/G — PUNTING G NO ie YDS YDS/G ns 
1. Ohio State 13__567__3188__5.62_39_245.2 1. Wisconsin 13396 1240 «3.13 13S 95.3 1. Nebraska 13 61 2662 204.8 
2. Indiana 135922736 4.62 _27__ 210.4 2. Nebraska 13.379 1428 377 18 1098 2. Ohio State 13 60 a5 2600 200.0 ia 
_3.Maryland 124412408 5.46 __20_200.6 3. Michigan State 14449 1624 3.62 16 1160 3. Minnesota 1375 Ss 32442495 43.2 
4. Northwestem 136002451 4.09_16_188.5 4. lowa 14 469 1700 362 11 121.4 4. Michigan State 14 62 2626 187.6 42.3 
5. lowa 14568 2544 4.48 35 181.7 5. Michigan 13 4371589 9.64 12 122.2 5. Indiana 13 64 is 2628 202.2 41.0 
6. Nebraska 13 496 __2340_4.72_24__180.0 6. Northwestem 13 4631640 3.54 21 126.1 6. Michigan 13.55 42 2245 1727 40.8 
_7. Rutgers 124692039 4.35 7169.9 7. Ohio State 13 488 1649 (3.38 (10 126.8 7. Mlinois 12. 75 63 3005 2504 40.0 
8, Michigan 13491 2057_ 4.19 27___—*158.2 8. Penn Stale 13510 1963 3.85 19 151.0 8. Rutgers 12 62 52 2476 2063 39.9 
_9. Michigan State 14 552_ 2118 3.8424 151.2 9. Maryland 12 5211953 3.75 23 1627 9. lowa 14. 68 49 2608 1927 39.6 
10. Wisconsin 13__512__1954__3.82 a $50.3 10. Minnesota 13523 2163 414 23 1663 10. Purdue 1267 Bs 2645 220.4 39.4 
11. Minnesota 13__ 446 __1873__4.20 144.0 11. Mlingis 12 a 1997 427 16 166.4 11. Penn State 1381 3182 244.8 2 
12. Penn State 13__ 425 1744 4.10 15 134.1 12. Rutgers 12 2233 5.05 33 186.0 12. Wisconsin 1371 2788 214.5 
13. Purdue 12 4171576 a8 22 131.3 13. Indiana 13 a 2544522 30 195.6 13. Northwestem 13 86 3268 251.4 = 
14. Mlinois 12__368__1551 43 __129.2 14. Purdue 12504 2579 512 28 2149 14. Maryland 1270 a 2606 217.2 37.2 
PASS OFFENSE = G ATT COMPPCT. YDS AVG. TD INTYDS/G = pass DEFENSE © G ATTCOMP PCT. YDS AVG.TDINTYDS/G © TURNOVERMARGIN G4+FUM +INT TOT FUM -INT -TOT -MAR 
1. Indiana 13 461 269 58.4 3620 83 27 8 293.8 re 13381 181 475 54 8 10 1585 1.MichiganState 141315 28GB HH 
2. Nebraska 13_ 458 256 _55.9 3470 7.6 27 21 266.9 2. Wisconsin 13995 194 49.1 2251 5.7 7 12 173.2 2. lowa “4. 8 9 9 1 5 16 11 
3. Illinois 12_519 285 54.9 2021 56 16 8 243.4 3.Penn Stale 13 373 214 57.4 2255 6.0 14 10 173.5 3. Indiana 1310 2 6 68 14 8 
4. 13_415_258_622 3090 7.4 21 10 237.7 4. Minnesota 13 394 207 57.6 2334 5.9 13 10 1795 4, Winois i i a ar) 
_5.Purdue _12_ 504 290 57.5 2847 56 18 16 237.3 5. Ilinois 12 392 224 57.1 2213 56 17 13 184.4 5. Penn State 13,12. 10. 2 epEeegata: 4 
6. Michigan State__14 440 244 55.5 9279 75 26 8 234.2 6. Ohio State 13411 207 50.4 2398 5.8 14 12 1845 6. Wisconsin 3. 9 2 oF 5 13°18 3 
7. Wisconsin 43_419 252 60.1 2968 7.1 14 13 228.3 7.Northwestem 13 452 244 54.0 2506 55 5 12 1928 6. Ohio State 13, 9 12 01 seQuengein: 4 
8. Minnesota 13_427 251 58.8 2793 6.5 15 11 2148 8. lowa 14493 265 538 3074 6.2 17 19 2196 8. Northwestem 19.119 120021) meamnowo — 1 
9. Penn State 13 404 215 53.2 2788 69 20 6 214.5 9. Michigan State 14 446 270 605 3274 7.3 20 15 2339 9. 2 3 13 16 6 2 18 -2 
10. Rutgers 42_337 203 60.2 2485 7.4 19 12 207.1 40. Purdue 12393 245 62.3 2921 7.4 24 12 263.4 10. Minnesota 3 8 10 18 i) WW2 4 
11. lowa 14_ 369227 61.5 286278 17 5 2044 14 Maryland 12985 222 57.7 3101 B1 27 9 2584 10. Michigan 13. 2 10 12 6 0 1 4 
12. Ohio State 13_325 204 628 2455 76 19 9 1888 42 Rutgers 12 367 235 64.0 9311 9.0 22 13 2759 12. Purdue 2. 9 12 of 10 162 5 
13. Maryland 12_388_183_47.2_ 2092 54 15 29 1743 43. Nebraska 13 506 293 57.9 3777 7.5 25 10 2005 13. Nebraska 3 5 10 15 6 2 27 12 
T4 Northwestem _13_352_ 174 49.4 180151 8 13 1985 44 indiana 13 551 328 595 4079 7.4 32 12 3138 14. 2. 9 9 8 7 20 36 -18 
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THE TRUMP OF COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Michigan’s Jim Harbaugh is our 
guilty-pleasure reality show 


BY DENNIS DODD | Photo by Rick Osentoski-USA TODAY Sports 


Whether it’s a twitter blast or 
recruiting or politics, the beauty of the 
Michigan coach's entire subversive, guerilla 
marketing campaign is — you looked. 

Go on, admit it. You at least slowed down 
during the offseason to see the car wreck on 
the side of the highway: Michigan's coach 
ripping Ohio State’s athletic director, or 
taking a shine to being called the Donald 
Trump of college football. In Harbaugh’s 
mind, that meant someone willing to rock 
the establishment. 

“You can get as mad as you want about 
him, but he doesn’t care ...,” said one Power 5 
conference coach who preferred to remain 
anonymous. “Either way, you have to give 
him credit for coming into a very tradition- 
rich strong program where you can make it 
happen very fast.” 

Harbaugh is definitely making it happen 
fast. The bluster may have masked the 
fact that Michigan's coach won 10 games 
in his first season with a roster that, well, 
shouldn't have won 10 games. He landed a 
second consecutive highly rated recruiting 
class that included blue-chip defensive 
lineman Rashan Gary. 

He climbed trees, danced, offered to sleep 
on the floor to land recruits. You noticed. 
Everyone did. And for good measure, any 
criticism was met with some variation of the 
old Pee Wee Herman playground insult: 

I know you are, but what am I? 

What you might not have noticed — 
or already forgot — is that Michigan still 
has a mountain to climb. 

Yes, a 10-win season, including a 
thumping of Florida in the Citrus Bowl, is a 
spectacular place to start. But to really tum 
the corner, the fighting Harbaughs are going 
to have to do something bigger in the Bigger 
Ten. The conference, after all, is pretty much 
back, having played in the first two College 
Football Playoffs (winning one). 

Consider that Ohio State wiped the floor 
with the Wolverines last season. Michigan 
State is the defending Big Ten champ. And 
there was a disturbing lack of attention to 
detail in that last-second loss to the Spartans. 

Harbaugh needs a new quarterback and a 
new set of linebackers. But his team also plays 
its first five games at home, so he'll count on 
them to learn to shave before they leave the 
Big House. They get eight home games, but in 
the last five weeks they have games 
at Michigan State, Iowa and Ohio State. 

Which could bring this reality show back 
to reality. And therein lies the method to 
Harbaugh’s madness. 

He sparked controversy with his 
participation in satellite camps — essentially 
summer workout and recruiting camps 


J im Harbaugh knows how to hook you. 


around the country where coaches can go 
outside their geographic region to meet 
and evaluate players. It turned into quite 
a dust-up when the SEC and ACC offices got 
involved. The NCAA first banned them. And 
then it lifted the ban ... all while Coach 
Quirk tured into The High Priest of Snark. 

Generally, programs in the South lobbied 
that schools and coaches should stay close 
to home — within, say, a 50-mile radius — 
when participating in the summer camps. 
Otherwise, it is becoming almost like college 
basketball, with a succession of summer 
camps and the accompanying recruiting 
opportunities filling the calendar. 

When the NCAA first issued its ban, 
Ole Miss coach Hugh Freeze commented 
benignly that he was somewhat relieved that 
he wouldn't be able to participate in many 
summer camps away ... so he could sleep at 
home for a few nights in a row. 

Harbaugh opened up on Freeze and 


Ninety-nine percent of us didn’t know 
a satellite camp from a satellite dish until 
Harbaugh took his shirt off last year. 

That’s when it hit home. The outrageous 
and — bet you forgot this — accomplished 
winning head coach was succeeding in 
a different way. 

We're talking about a guy who jump- 
started Stanford toward the greatest run 
of football excellence in its history. We're 
talking about a guy who had the guts to 
bench a 70 percent passer (Alex Smith) and 
proceed to a Super Bowl with the 49ers. 

And then he went and bailed out of the 
NFL to take over at his alma mater and to 
lead the program to its first 10-win season 
in four years, and just its second in a decade. 

He does things his way, that’s all. And 
that way is brusque, arrogant and often 
awkward for all involved. What it does is 
absorb all the oxygen in the room so his 
players can go about their business. With all 


“TM TIRED OF HEARING ABOUT 


COACH HARBAUGH.” _.. 


‘ailback Ezekiel Elliott 


questioned his work ethic: “You've got a guy 
sitting in a big house, making $5 million 

a year, saying he does not want to sacrifice 
his time. That is not a kindred spirit to me. 
What most of these coaches are saying is 
they don’t want to work harder.” 

There he goes, rocking the establishment. 

We found out that part of his plan is to 
build his empire 140 characters at a time. 
A high-powered marketing firm couldn't 
have done it better. That campaign — 
Make Michigan great again? — has been 
waged largely for free. The message: We're 
Michigan and we're not going to take any 
crap from anyone. 

Or something like that. We can gasp at 
mild-mannered, tradition-bound Michigan 
now looking like a digital motorcycle gang. 
But these are changing times. Free? That’s 
how much it costs to send a tweet or for 
Harbaugh to tell SI.com in the offseason 
about the NCAA's “incompetence.” 

It doesn’t really matter if decorum takes 
a gut punch or if Harbaugh gets his facts 
straight. The kids seem to love it. Right 
now, it just looks like Harbaugh is bringing 
a “leave no stone unturned” approach to the 
job, essentially bringing the year-long NFL 
expectation into college football. 


‘Ohio St 


the talk about the coach, love him or hate 
him, it’s sometimes harder to get into the 
details of what's going on with the team. 

Don’t look now, but it’s what Michigan 
legend Bo Schembechler used to do in his 
own way, too. 

Harbaugh’s way is also to always be on 
offense, which maybe makes sense for 
a former quarterback. 

He might need plenty of offense in what 
we, college football fans, hope becomes another 
10-Year War — this one with Ohio State's Urban 
Meyer. Round 1 ended in the Buckeyes’ 29-point 
win last year in the Big House. 

“I'm tired of hearing about Coach 
Harbaugh,” former Ohio State tailback 
Ezekiel Elliott told The Paul Finebaum radio 
show in the offseason. “He needs to get in 
check with reality because at the end of 
the day you can’t talk smack about a rivalry 
when you haven't won a rivalry game. You 
have to win ballgames to talk behind it.” 

Talk? Harbaugh’s got that ... and so 
much more. 

Those satellite camp pics of Harbaugh 
shirtless in Alabama were made for the 
page-view generation. 

Click bait? You bet your Wolverine. Better 
to break the Internet than be ignored by it. 
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Big Ten is bigger than ever, and it’s back 


BY DENNIS DODD 
Clockwise: Photos by Brian Spurlock-USA TODAY Sports, Reinhold Matay-USA TODAY Sports, Mark J. Rebilas-USA TODAY Sports 


he 38-0 skunk job in the national 
semifinal didn’t help, but it really 
isn’t the point. 

The Big Ten is back. 

And this discussion is not even about Jim 
Harbaugh. OK, so he’s part of it. But the 
point is, even if Coach Tweet has become the 
face of the conference, behind the scenes it’s 
more interesting. 

This is a powerful league in transition. 
Seven of the 14 coaches are entering their 
first or second seasons. The other seven have 
been around for an average of 6 1/2 seasons. 
That list includes Iowa’s Kirk Ferentz, the 
2015 National Coach of the Year. 

The Big Ten went to more BCS bowls than 
any conference. Through two seasons it is 
tied with the SEC with the most New Year's 
Six appearances in the playoff era (five). 

Remember all that talk about the Big Ten 
being “slow?” Since 2011, the Big Ten has had 
nine top 10 recruiting classes (split between 
Michigan and Ohio State). Those recruits 
didn’t get that highly-rated by being slow. 

So, for now, the Big Ten is not ruled by 
Harbaugh. Not yet. It would be nice of him 
to beat Michigan’s two biggest rivals. Here, 
then, is the work he has ahead with Ohio 
State and Michigan State leading the way. 


FEW TEARS FOR 
REBUILDING BUCKEYES 

“It's going to be good news around here in 
two years,” Urban Meyer said during recruiting 
season. “It’s just survival right now.” 

Survival. What in the name of Wayne 
Woodrow Hayes? If there's anyone who 
shouldn't be complaining right now, it’s Ohio 
State and Meyer. The man has lost four times 
in his four seasons with the Buckeyes — 
once in the last 26 games. 

Only Alabama's Nick Saban (arguably) has 
recruited more successfully. 

Still, Ohio State holds the record of having 
14 players drafted in 2004. The Buckeyes 
nearly beat that in 2016. They had 12 players 
selected — all in the first four rounds, mind 
you — and if that doesn’t tell you how far 
Ohio State has come under Meyer, well ... 

The Buckeyes’ pro day featured a school- 
record nine underclassmen, one off LSU's 
record of 10. 

Survival? Perhaps, after you get past 
the fact a monstrous football powerhouse 
is restocking its starting lineup. Only six 
starting position players return for 2016. 

That could be termed “survival” in some 
places, Ohio State is not one of them. 

“This is unchartered waters for me, too,” 
Meyer said. “That's the thing that kicks you 
in the teeth.” 

Consider that there are about 45 players on 
the roster — more than half the scholarships 


— who have four years of remaining 
eligibility. Hence, Meyer's comment about 
“good news” when they mature in two years. 


IN FOR THE LONG HAUL 

Ohio State has pretty much been the class 
of the league since Meyer arrived four years 
ago ... but you'll get a loud howl of protest 
from East Lansing, where Michigan State 
made the College Football Playoff last season. 

For the Spartans, 2015 marked their third 
Big Ten title game in five years (won two). 
Consider, too, that coach Mark Dantonio’s 
current three-year run of 36-5 is right there 
with Saban’s 37-5 in that span, despite the 
embarrassing national semifinal. Meyer is 38-4. 

And Dantonio and the Spartans are in it 
for the long haul: And if it takes long drives, 
so be it: Their final drive in December's 
championship game only seemed like it 
lasted longer than a session of Congress. 

The Spartans took over on their own 18- 
yard line with 9-plus minutes left in the Big 
Ten Championship Game, facing a 13-9 deficit. 

Got that? Only 5 minutes and change had 
elapsed in the fourth quarter when Connor 
Cook led his team to the line of scrimmage 
and started the mother of all drives. 

There were almost 5,700 touchdowns 
scored last season in the FBS. That one was 
the most exhausting. 

Sparty became a (tighter) band of 
brothers, Twenty-one plays and 81 yards 
after the drive began, Cook handed off to 
freshman tailback LJ Scott, who extended 
his right arm to break the plane from a yard 
out with 27 seconds left to beat Iowa, 16-13. 

“Twenty-two plays, 21 of them runs,” 
Cook said after winning the game's MVP 
trophy. “There were guys falling down, guys 
were hurt. (We were) rotating more guys. 
Guys on the sidelines that got hurt ended up 
coming back in. They grinded it out.” 


“MOLON LABE” 

Michigan State is no longer known first as 
No. 2 in its own state. 

“T honestly thought Michigan State and 
Michigan were the same school,” said former 
Spartans defensive end Shilique Calhoun, 
who hails from New Jersey. It wasn’t until 
his recruiting visit that he realized that 
there were two major programs in Michigan. 

Dantonio has gone from program builder 
— Calhoun called himself a “half-a-star” 
prospect — to a coach who has to worry 
about losing juniors to the NFL Draft. 

Dantonio’s friendship with Tom Izzo is 
legend. The football Spartans play with pads. 
Izzo’s troops sometimes have worn them for 
practice. They've got the same mentality. 
Always attack. 

All-American center Jack Allen wore 


a T-shirt adorned with the Greek phrase 
“molon labe.” It means, “come and 

take,” marked in history by Spartan King 
Leonidas in the Battle of Thermopylae, and 
popularized in the film “300.” 

“It's an attitude,” strength coach Ken 
Mannie said. “Spartans don’t ask, ‘How many 
are the enemy?’ They ask, ‘Where?’” 

Mannie is big on inspiration. Phrases 
and signs and tiny Spartan statues adorn 
his office. Nick Saban brought him to East 
Lansing from Toledo in 1995. Mannie never 
left, staying through three head coaches, 

14 bowls, and the program's identity 
conversion. He is a worthy historian. 

“T think we're still climbing,” Mannie said. 
“T think what Mark is going to eventually do 
here has not been achieved yet. I think he’s 
setting a standard for a program that’s not 
a year-by-year, but a program that will be 
elite for many years to come.” 

There were no apologies for beating Michigan 
last season on a punt snafu. The Spartans had 
outgained the Wolverines by 156 yards. 

And when the outcome was there to be 
taken, well, the Spartans went and took it. 


THE DEPTH IS DEEPER 
AN 


Mike Riley Photo by Sandra Dukes-USA TODAY Sports 


The rest of the league is coming. At least 
it thinks it is. 

Nebraska is in its second year under Mike 
Riley, and, with all those close losses last 
season, it isn’t difficult to envision the 
Cornhuskers progressing to a division title. 

Wisconsin is Wisconsin is Wisconsin, and 
second-year coach Paul Chryst is putting 
down roots. Iowa is, again, Top 25 timber. 
Northwestern could be special this season. 
Penn State will, eventually, break out of its 
seven-win rut. 

Even Illinois took a swing for the fences by 
hiring former Super Bowl coach Lovie Smith. 

Harbaugh’s time will come. But he is 0-2 
against the Big Ten’s two best programs, and 
he probably has more incendiary tweets than 
wins at Michigan. 

And he’s not the only one trying to claw 
to the top of Big Ten Mountain. 

There is work to be done, Jimbo. 


a 
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Former Bears’ Super Bowl coach 
fits quickly in Champaign 


BY STEVE GREENBERG | Photo by Michael Allio/Icon Sportswire 


ovie Smith strode into the football 
L meeting room at Memorial Stadium 

the only way he knew how: shoulders 
back, chest out, head held high. 

Illinois’ players were getting their first 
in-person look at Smith, a veteran of 11 
seasons — nine with the Chicago Bears — 
as a head coach in the NFL. To be sure, his 
reputation preceded him. 

There would be no displays of bravado 
from Smith in that initial meeting with his 
team. No boastful words; certainly no empty 
promises. Only poise, respectfulness and 
soft-spoken encouragement. 

Smith shared his simple expectations: 
that players would pursue degrees with vigor, 
comport themselves as upstanding young 
men and commit to playing winning football. 

The Illini were meeting the real Lovie 
Smith, who happens to be the only Smith 
there is. There isn’t a more authentic man 
in all of football. 

“We were won over when the guy walked 
into the building,” said senior defensive 
end Dawuane Smoot. “You could tell it from 
the whole team. The atmosphere was just 
different. We all sat up in our chairs. It was 
like, ‘This is the guy:” 

But that raises a larger question: Is there 
any such thing as “the guy” at Illinois? 

Smith’s predecessor, Bill Cubit, the 
Illini’s interim coach in 2015, was deemed 
unsuitable for the position by brand-new 
athletic director Josh Whitman and fired 
before his first game as head coach. The 
2012-14 Tim Beckman experiment can fairly 
be categorized as a disaster. 

Beckman’s predecessor, Ron Zook, took 
Illinois to a Rose Bowl in the 2007 season, 
yet was 16 games under .500 over the course 
of his seven-year run. Zook replaced Ron 
Turner, who was 22 games under .500 in 
eight seasons. We could keep going back, 
but the story doesn’t change a whole lot: 
Illinois has been, historically, an unusually 
difficult place to win. 

Or maybe the school simply never found 
“the guy.” 

“T think it’s a good thing when someone 
says a school is a hard place to win,” 
Smith said. “That means there's potential 
at that place.” 


CHARACTER COUNTS 


No player at Illinois has been part of 
a winning team. There have been massive 
blowout losses, nonexistent home crowds 
and injuries galore. Perhaps more difficult 
has been the parade of coaches headed out 
the door. 

Beckman was fired amid an assortment of 
allegations that he mistreated players, yet 
he still checks in with texts to his former 


guys; he still feels a sense of connection to 
some of them, and they to him. The same 
is true of Cubit, who spent three seasons in 
the program, and former assistants. 

“A lot of things have happened at Illinois 
since I've been here, things you can't 
control,” said senior quarterback Wes Lunt. 
“T've met a lot of good people and seen a lot 
of good people go. It’s hard. You're friends, 
probably, first, before you're a player.” 

The Illini players revere the 58-year- 
old Smith for all his accomplishments in 
the NFL. Working under Tony Dungy in 
Tampa Bay, he had a hand in outstanding 
Buccaneers defenses. He tasted Super Bowls 
as the St. Louis Rams’ defensive coordinator 
and as coach of the Bears. 

Yet what has made Smith — hired in 
March, days before the scheduled start of 
spring practice; odd timing in every way — 
just what the doctor ordered at Illinois is his 
kindness and strength of character. 

“Tt was such an awkward time,” said Lunt, 
“but the switch to a whole new staff was 
an extremely smooth process. Coach Smith 
has made it easy. His presence is very quiet, 
but it’s felt always. He doesn’t scream and 
yell. He’s just always around with a strong 
presence. You know he’s there. He knows 
when to say things at the right time.” 


SETTING THE FOUNDATION 


Fired after two trying seasons as head 
coach with Tampa Bay, Smith’s plan was to 
take a year off and regenerate. But then 
Whitman flew to Tampa and pitched him on 
the Illinois job. 

Smith felt a mix of excitement and 
reservations, but one conversation with his 
wife of 37 years, MaryAnne, was all it took. 

“We spent about 10 years in Illinois,” Smith 
said. “I knew about the Illini. I knew there 
had been some lean years. But, from afar, 

I always thought they should have a program 
that competed for championships yearly.” 

Smith made quick, impressive work of 
assembling a staff. 

He pegged former NFL star linebacker Hardy 
Nickerson, who played at Tampa when Smith 
was a first-time NFL assistant coach, as his 
defensive coordinator. He brought in Garrick 
McGee, the former UAB head coach who, as a 
high school player, was recruited to Arizona 
State by Smith, to be offensive coordinator. 

From there, the Illini coaches hit the 
ground running as best they could, given 
the un-ideal timing of things. As a group, 
they represent all the things Smith believes 
in. He likens them to the teachers he 
admired as a child in Big Sandy, Texas. 

“I didn’t work well if someone tried to 
start cursing or belittling me as a man when 
I was playing or coaching,” Smith said. 


“T come into it that way. What I was looking 
for on my staff were stern teachers, and 
guys buy into that.” 

Smith bristles at any suggestion that he, 
as an NFL guy, will struggle in the area of 
recruiting. He sees the “triangle” of Chicago, 
St. Louis and Indianapolis, along with his 
and his staff's strong ties in Florida and 
Texas, and doesn’t begin to understand why 
it shouldn't work. 

“Tf you're a leader selling a program, that’s 
just dealing with people,” he said. “I like 
talking to people. Parents want to hear if they 
can trust someone to take the baton on their 
child. I think they can trust me just fine.” 

Smith's Illini players may not be ready to 
win in 2016, but they've responded well to 
their new coach. They did immediately, and 
he noticed. 

“What I remember about that first meeting 
with the players was total acceptance; that’s 
what I got from them,” he said. 

“You want to be someplace where you're 
wanted, and I got that from them right 
away. I could see it on their faces. It was 
a good connection right away, and I've felt 
that every day since.” 


LOVIE IN THE NFL 

The regular-season head coaching 
record of Lovie Smith in the pro 
ranks (note that he also went 3-3 
in three postseason appearances 
with the Bears, reaching the Super 
Bowl after the 2006 season): 


Chicago Bears 
Chicago Bears 
Chicago Bears 
Chicago Bears 
Chicago Bears 
Chicago Bears 


Chicago Bears 


Chicago Bears 


Chicago Bears 


Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers 


Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers 


11 years 
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OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Garrick McGee 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Hardy Nickerson 


ILLINOIS 


For more coverage of the Fighting Illini, visit illinois.247Sports.com 


STADIUM: Memorial Stadium: 60,670 


LOVIE ARRIVES IN CHAMPAIGN TO TURN AROUND ILLINOIS 


ere was some — what’s that word? — 
| hope beginning to swell in Illini Na- 
tion last September. 

It was, truth be told, rather faint. It’s prob- 
ably fair to characterize it as half-hearted. But 
it was there, where none had been before. 
Indeed: hope. 

Illinois was coming off a bowl season and 
everything. Mind you, the 2014 campaign 
ended at 6-7 and with a lopsided loss to Loui- 
siana Tech in the Heart of Dallas Bowl, but no 
bowl is too plebeian for I[llini Nation. And, 
given the massive struggles of the program 
under then-coach Tim Beckman, the mere 
occasion of a bowl game was a heartening 
thing to many. 

The offseason came, and Beckman was 
fired — let’s not even get into the many rea- 
sons why — but Illinois jumped out of the 
gate under interim coach Bill Cubit in 2015 
with a pair of impressive victories. We're us- 
ing “impressive” loosely, but 52-3 over Kent 
State and 44-0 over Western Illinois still 
looked pretty good. 

Alas, then came the trip to North Carolina. 
A 48-14 wood-shedding later, it was back to 
reality. The 2-6 mark the rest of the way sur- 
prised roughly no one. 

Fast-forward to the final day of the 2015 
regular season, when Cubit was named head 
coach ... and then to March of 2016, when 
Cubit was fired — suddenly, strangely — by 
new athletic director Josh Whitman. Within 
days, Cubit was replaced by former longtime 
Chicago Bears coach Lovie Smith. 

Illini Nation was more than a little pleased 
with that development. 

And why not? Smith once coached the 
Bears to the Super Bowl. If he can’t light up 
Chicago-area recruits — the best of whom 
have, on the whole, utterly ignored Illinois 
for many years — it’s difficult to imagine 
who could. 

“There’s only one flagship university 
(in the state), the University of Illinois, so 
we have to get some people down here,” 
Smith said. 

As for the people he already has down 
there? Suffice it to say, Illinois’ recruiting 
lagged under Beckman and became a glaring 
problem following Beckman’s removal. 


“It’s been hard to attract recruits,” said se- 
nior quarterback Wes Lunt. “Ultimately, the 
players on Saturdays are the ones who make 
a great team.” 

News flash: This Illinois team isn’t great. 
It'll be Smith’s job, in Year 1, to make the best 
of a bad situation. 


OFFENSE 


Despite the presence of a gifted quar- 
terback in Wes Lunt, there’s something of 
a black cloud over the Illini offense. It’s 
because of those three dreaded letters — 
A-C-L — which have visited former star 
wide receiver Mikey Dudek and promising 
running back Dre Brown in the form of 
season-ending injuries, two years in a row 
in both cases. 

Dudek, who caught 76 passes for 1,038 
yards and six touchdowns as a true fresh- 
man in 2014, is arguably the top player in 
the program; his absence is a crushing blow. 
Brown would’ve been no less than a No. 2 
running back in an offense desperate for 
playmakers. 

Yet the Illini still have Lunt and his NFL 
potential. As any fan of the college game 
understands, a quarterback with NFL poten- 
tial can mask many team weaknesses. In 20 
games at Illinois, the 6-5 Lunt has thrown for 
4,524 yards and 28 touchdowns, with only 
nine interceptions. He can make every throw 
in the playbook. 

The Illini also still have sophomore run- 
ning back Ke’Shawn Vaughn, who’s talented 
enough to play in any Big Ten offense, and a 
decent amount of experience at receiver and 
along the offensive line. Vaughn was the top 
recruit in the 2015 class, a sturdy runner with 
bell-cow qualities. 

Offensive line has been an overall weakness 
for Illinois for many years running, but re- 
turning starters Austin Schmidt, Christian Di- 
Lauro and Joe Spencer could be ready to make 
the team at least competitive by Big Ten stan- 
dards. Wideouts Malik Turner, Justin Hardee 
and Desmond Cain bring experience to bear. 

This is far from hopeless, though the of- 
fense will be challenged to improve on the 
372.7 yards per game that ranked it 12th in 
the Big Ten in 2015. 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 15 Record 


Sept. 3 MURRAY STATE 3-8 
Sept.10 NORTH CAROLINA 11-3 
Sept. 17 WESTERN MICHIGAN 8-5 


Oct. 1 at Nebraska 6-7 
Oct. 8 PURDUE 2-10 
Oct. 15 at Rutgers 4-8 
Oct. 22 at Michigan 10-3 
Oct. 29 MINNESOTA 6-7 
Nov. 5 MICHIGAN STATE 12-2 
Nov. 12 at Wisconsin 10-3 
Nov. 19 IOWA 12-2 
Nov. 26 at Northwestern 10-3 


RESULTS 


Ww KENT STATE 52-3 
WwW WESTERN ILLINOIS 44-0 
L at North Carolina 14-48 
W MIDDLE TENNESSEE 27-25 
W NEBRASKA 14-13 
L at lowa 20-29 
L WISCONSIN 13-24 
L at Penn State 0-39 
W at Purdue 48-14 
L OHIO STATE 3-28 
L at Minnesota 23-32 
L vs. Northwestern (Chicago, IL) 14-24 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 
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LOCATION: 


Champaign, lll. 


2015: 


5-7 overall, 2-6 Big Ten (T-5th, West) 


COACH: 


Lovie Smith — At Illinois and overall: 
1st year as a college head coach 


RETURNING STARTERS: 


10; 5 offense, 4 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Wes Lunt, RB Ke’Shawn Vaughn, 
WR Malik Turner, DE Dawuane Smoot, 
DT Chunky Clements, LB Hardy 
Nickerson Jr. 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 


It starts with Lunt, a quarterback long 
in experience and strong in arm. 
Vaughn will be a bell-cow back if 
given the chance. The Smoot-led pass 
rush should be formidable — Lovie’s 
influence will help in this area — and 
Nickerson is just what the Illini need 
against the run. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 


A second straight season-ending ACL 
injury to receiver Mikey Dudek takes 
away the guy who would've been the 
team’s top playmaker. Injuries strike 
against every team, but they've hit the 
Illini especially hard in recent seasons. 
Depth throughout the roster is an ongo- 
ing problem inherited by the new coach- 
ing staff. Lunt can really sling it, but his 
immobility does limit the offense. 


KEY LOSSES: 

RB Josh Ferguson, WR Geronimo 
Allison, OG Teddy Karras, DE Jihad 
Ward, LB Mason Monheim, 

CB V’Angelo Bentley, FS Clayton 
Fejedelem 


OVERVIEW: 


It's not often that a coach as respected 
as Smith — who led the Chicago 
Bears to a Super Bowl during a strong 
decade of work in that job — takes 
his act to a struggling college pro- 
gram. The very fact that he did has 
breathed life into one of the more 
cynical fan bases in college football. 
The 2016 campaign poses all sorts 

of challenges to Smith and his staff. 
What's important in the short term is 
that the Illini show instant signs of life 
and offer hope for 2017 and beyond. 


KEY NUMBER: 


5 Number of times, in eight confer- 
ence games last season, when Illinois 
failed to score more than 14 points. 


It’s also a time of change for the offense, 
with a new coaching staff, including coor- 
dinator Garrick McGee, who is espousing 
different beliefs than departed coordinator- 
turned-interim-coach Bill Cubit. 

Lunt still will be expected to get the ball 
out of his hands in a hurry; his immobility, 
and a run-of-the-mill line in front of him, 
demand it. If McGee can make Lunt com- 
fortable — something Cubit never quite 
seemed to accomplish — the QB’s talent 
could go a long way. 

But the challenges of this offense are per- 
sonified by Lunt — a former true freshman 
starter at Oklahoma State — who is on his 
fourth head coach and his fifth offensive 
coordinator as a college player. 

“It has been difficult,” he said. “Just 
the uncertainty of it all. Every coach, just 
speaking for myself, has had a huge impact 
in my life. But it’s definitely hard.” 


DEFENSE 


It wasn't long ago that Illinois’ defense 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


QB Wes Lunt* Sr. 
RB Ke'Shawn Vaughn 
WR Desmond Cain 

WR Justin Hardee Sr. 
WR Malik Turner* Je. 
TE Tyler White Sr. 
LT Austin Schmidt* Sr. 
LG Zach Heath Jt. 
C _—_ Joe Spencer* Sr. 
RG Nick Allegretti 
RT Christian Dilauro* Jr. 
PK David Reisner Sr. 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


Big arm, can throw all day; has to be better at evading the rush. 
So. Only back on the team who can tote the rock all game long. 

So. 53 catches in ‘15, but is he a good fit for the new offense? 
Back from injury; he'll have to make things happen outside. 
Big, strong-handed target — somebody get this guy some TDs. 
He can block you, but can he become a downfield threat? 

As schooled as anyone Illinois has. Not a star, but solid. 
Step-up time for 300-pounder who has yet to make his mark. 
Strong, solid — a team leader. Needs to be better at point of attack. 
So. — Brings attitude to the dance; young guy can make a difference. 
Increased strength should aid Illini in their run game. 

A potential weakness, but ex-walk-on could be surprisingly good. 


Chayce Crouch, So. 
Reggie Corbin, Fr. 
Zach Grant, Sr. 

Sam Mays, So. 
Dionte Taylor, Sr. 
Andrew Davis, Sr. 
Gabe Megginson, Fr. 
Connor Brennan, Sr. 
Zeke Martin, Fr. 
Jordan Fagan, Jr. 
Adam Solomon, Fr. 
Chase McLaughlin, So. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


Carroll Phillips 

Rob Bain* 

Chunky Clements* 

Dawuane Smoot* 

James Crawford 

Hardy Nickerson Jr. 

Mike Svetina 

Jaylen Dunlap 

Darius Mosely 

Taylor Barton* 

Caleb Day 

Ryan Frain* 
*Returning Starter in Bold 


was So soft, so hapless, that the only hope 
in Champaign was for the offense to carry 
the day. 

The 2014 defense ranked last in the Big 
Ten in yards and points allowed. The 2013 
unit was every bit as abominable. 

In 2015, though, the defense took a real 
step forward, ranking near the middle of 
the Big Ten. Ninth in total defense. Eighth 
in scoring defense. Eleventh against the 
run. Fifth against the pass. 

Not terrible. It’s all relative, right? 

And there are players in the system 
who aren’t to be taken lightly. Senior end 
Dawuane Smoot, who had eight sacks and 
15 tackles for loss last season, certainly is 
one. Linemate Chunky Clements could be 
one of the league’s more disruptive tackles, 
and graduate transfer Hardy Nickerson Jr. 
is the middle linebacker Illinois has been 
waiting for. 

Bigger picture: There’s a great deal of ex- 
citement about what a coaching staff skip- 
pered by Smith can bring to the equation. 


Undersized-but-explosive athlete has goods as a pass rusher. 
Stalwart; not a game-changer, but sturdy and experienced. 
Potentially one of the Big Ten's better interior D-linemen. 
Program's most underrated guy; watch him pile up 10 sacks. 
Can make big-time plays, but will he hold up vs. the run? 

Tackle machine will be counted on to keep D rock-steady. 

Solid player who has dealt with foot issues. Could be a mainstay. 
Has been waiting his turn; smart, confident cover guy is on the spot. Ahmari Hayes, Jr. 
Has athleticism to stand out. Will the attitude match it? 

Picked off four passes last season; Illini will need a repeat. 

Type of guy who could play multiple positions, including offense. 
Good enough at what he does, but not a team strength yet. 


Gimel President, Sr. 
Jamal Milan, Fr. 
Tito Odenigbo, So. 
Henry McGrew, So. 
Justice Williams, Fr. 
Tre Watson, So. 
Julian Jones, So. 


Cameron Watkins, Fr. 
Darwyn Kelly, Jr. 
Julian Hylton, So. 
Ryan Tucker, So. 


A significant move by Smith was re- 
taining last year’s co-defensive coordi- 
nator Mike Phair, who, for all intents 
and purposes, ran the defense. Phair no 
longer has coordinator duties — Hardy 
Nickerson Sr. is in charge of the D — 
but he’s running the defensive line, and 
that’s a big deal. 

Beckman’s defenses emphasized gap re- 
sponsibilities up front. After Phair came 
on board in 2015, the emphasis turned 
to making plays. It sounds simple, but it 
means everything to the guys with their 
hands in the dirt. 

“Coach Phair came along and took my 
game to a new level,” Smoot said. 

“He came here and brought a different 
spin. He let us be players. He let us do the 
things we used to do in high school — get 
off the ball, don’t be afraid to make plays, 
play loose and play fast. That’s what we all 
love doing.” 

Illinois — with only four returning defen- 
sive starters — has many holes to fill behind 
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NDS Rank: No. 4 ILB in class of 2017 


son as the Illini defensive coordinator. 


NDS Rank: No. 13 QB in class of 2017 


TOP 3 NFL PROSPECTS 


NDS Rank: No. 26 DE in class of 2017 


Nickerson, who is the son of five-time Pro Bowler Hardy Nickerson, followed in his father’s 
footsteps by attending Cal, leading the Golden Bears with 112 tackles last season. Now, he’s 
following his father again as a graduate transfer at Illinois, where his dad is in his first sea- 


A transfer from Oklahoma State a few years ago, Lunt has a quick release and is capable 
of making all the NFL throws in the route tree, showing a natural understanding of passing 
concepts. However, he struggles with pressure, and his decision-making process needs 
refined. He completed only 56 percent of his throws last season. 


Illinois’ defensive lineman, Jihad Ward, was drafted No. 44 overall in 2016, but Smoot has the 
talent to earn higher grades if he builds off a strong junior season. He led the Illini in tackles for 
loss (15) and sacks (eight) last season, showing above-average first-step quickness and agility 
to beat blockers off the snap, bending around blockers to disrupt the backfield. 


— Dane Brugler, NFLDraftScout.com 


the front line. Nickerson, who starred on a 
subpar defense at California, should hold 
things down well as an anchor of his father’s 
unit. The outside linebacker spots are ques- 
tionable at best. James Crawford has poten- 
tial. Mike Svetina has been there before, but 
injuries have derailed his career. 

The secondary, without longtime start- 
ing cornerbacks V’Angelo Bentley and 
Eaton Spence, could be a real weakness. 
Beckman often bragged about recruits Dar- 
ius Mosely and Jaylen Dunlap, and maybe 
they'll prove him right. 

Taylor Barton is a solid safety, but depart- 
ed partner Clayton Fejedelem was much 
better. Overall, depth on the back end is 
a huge issue for this team. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The pressure is on new special teams coach 
Bob Ligashesky to fix the Illini’s kicking 
game. And that will be a huge task in 2016. 


Let’s put it this way: Illinois’ placekick- 
ing has been, for years running, an ooze 
of uncertainty and discomfort. Taylor Za- 
lewski is gone after a career in which he 
made only 60 percent of his field-goal at- 
tempts. New starting kicker David Reisner 
is, to say the least, a question mark; he 
missed 5 of 11 field-goal attempts in 2014 
and watched from the sideline for nearly 
all of the 2015 campaign. 

The punting game with Ryan Frain can 
— must — get better, though Frain was at 
least serviceable in 2015. 

Meanwhile, V’Angelo Bentley — the 
only player in school history with kickoff, 
punt, interception and fumble returns for 
touchdowns — is gone. This unit is one 
big do-over. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The Lovie era opens with three games at 
home and a Week 2 opportunity — against 


A 


S 5) _ 


rising power North Carolina — to notch 
the school’s best out-of-conference victory 
in at least five years. The Tar Heels won 11 
games in 2015 and should be in everyone’s 
Top 25 again. 

The Big Ten home opener against West 
doormat Purdue is a win the Illini have to 
have. The. same can be said of the ensu- 
ing visit to Rutgers. Without Ws in both 
games, any Illini bowl chance likely goes 
out the window. 

Unfortunately, the back half of the 
schedule is brutal. The Illini get Michigan 
and Michigan State in divisional crossover 
contests, and the road games — at Michi- 
gan, Wisconsin and Northwestern — might 
be unwinnable. 

— Steve Greenberg 


C—O 
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NOTEBOOK 


QUTSIDER'S VIEW 


“The hiring of Lovie Smith was no doubt a state- 
ment by the university of a major commitment to 
Illinois football. They hired a proven Super Bowl coach. 
The issue now becomes how quickly Lovie and the 
staff can learn and adjust to the every-day recruiting 
environment. 

“There's no doubt that Illinois hasn't had the same kind 
of success since Ron Zook left Champaign, going to three 
bowls including the Rose Bowl, and two other bowls his final 
two years with the Illini. 

“He was lllinois's best recruiter in recent years. Illinois’s 
location gives it somewhat of an advantage over most of the 
Big Ten's West division when it comes to the proximity to 
a large number of prospects. 

“If Smith can take advantage of that, as well as promot- 


FIGHTING 


ILLINI SPRING ROS 


TER 


Tackles: C, Fejedelem 140, T.J. Neal 109, M. Monheim 98 


erbact s. Ht Yr Hometown 11 ChunkyClements DL 6-3 290 Sr. Dayton, OH 
7 ChayceCrouch QB 6-4 225 So, Granville,OH_ 45 ‘HenryMcGrew ——~DL_—«G-3-250 «So. _ Overland Park, KS 
ophomore Tre Watson seemed to have the 10 Jimmy Fitzgerald QB 6-3 220 Fr. Champaign 55 _ Jamal Milan DL 6-2 310 Fr Chicago 
inside track to start at inside linebacker be- 3_Jeff George, J. «OB 6-3 205 Fr. Indianapolis, IN 94 Tito Odenigbo DL 6-3 290 So. Centerville, OH 
fore Hardy Nickerson Jr. came on board as a 12_Wes Lunt OB 6-5 225 Sr. Rochester. 6 Carroll Phillips DL 6-3 240 Sr. Miami, FL 
grad-transfer from Cal. Is he too good not to start at 14 Alex Mussat OB 6-2 205 Fr, Troy, Ml 93 Teko Powell DL 6-3 300 Sr, Miami, FL 
an outside position? 8 Eli Peters QB 6-3 210 Fr. Jacksonville, FL 85 Brandon Roberts DL 6-3 265 Jr Peoria 
Itseems to come down to Watson or Mike Sveti- : ‘ om. 91 DawuaneSmoot DL 6-3 265 Sr. Groveport, OH 
na, who has a lot of experience — and a litany of 27 Dre Brown RB 5-11 205 Fr. Dekalb 45 tkjot Wahi DE 6-3 225 Fr Darien 
injuries — but has yet to really distinguish himself 2 Reggie Corbin RB_5-10 185 Fr. Upper Marlboro,MD_ 9 _ Ryan Walton DL 66 260 Jr Crestwood 
on the field. 22 Kendrick Foster RB 5-9 200 Jr. Peoria Po Ww ¥r. Hometown 
¢ It's rough stuff to see Mikey Dudek, who 29. Jordan Hahn RB 6-2 195 Jr. Olney 48 Jack Clark 1B 64 215 Fr. Hinsdale 
was one of college football’s very best fresh- RB So. x0 "lois Ghat ih ea Fan x Deerfield, FL 
man wideouts Meee Ap for fd aie ae Pos aa Naan Tae Eureka, MO. 
Hard, ho se pts ave bai : canthel = = 4 Aten ones _1B_@2 215 So. Avant, GA 
waka tho’ biota d P 86 Desmond Cain __WR 5-11 185 So. _DelrayBeach,FL_ 41 Jimmy Marchese LB 6-2 205 Ft Vernon Hills 
. : 18 Mike Dudek WR 5-11 185 So, Nepervilé —'s5 getin Roberts, «LB G2 20 80. Rice Lake, WI 
Hardee has yet to truly make his mark on the ~ 
88 Zach Grant WR 6-0 195 Sr. Springfield 4) ike Sveti 
aa . na LB 6-2 235 Sr. Brunswick, OH 
program, but he has ability as an outside guy and 19 Justin Hardee WR 61 195 Sr. Gieveland, OH 5 St SiRn Ta ay 
ons . f = — J tson f fampa, 
a age plshcdad ait pk nn = 82 Samuel Harlib WR 6-0 180 Jn Las Vegas, NV ———= 
¢ Is Malik Turner ready to blow up? The 6- = = 
sianilt hed bi t ed a WR_6-3 200 _So._Missouri Cy, TK_ 5 tyyior Barton DB. «G1 215. Sr. Orlando, FL 
wideout had some big moments as a sopho 4 Dionte Taylor Wail 6D.) 100: Se. Fu Lauderdale: 
= : " 8 _ Dillan Cazley DB 5-10 190 Sr. Charleston 
more — 11 catches for 126 yards and a score 11 Mat Wh 63 28 ve aid 
at Minnesota certainly stands out — and seems OTe = 25 _Trenard Davis DB 6-0 195 Fr__Boynton Beach, FL_ 
to have all the goods to assert himself as the 7 Pa 7 Caleb Day DB 6-1 205 Sr. Hilliard, OH 
No. 1 guy. There's no reason why a player of his - 2 _Jaylen Dunlap DB 6-1 190 Jr Chicago 
: : 80 Ainslie Johnson TE 6-2 230 Sr. Anaheim, CA 
size and ability shouldn't become more of a fac- i at ie 27 Ahmari Hayes DB 6-3 185 Jr Davis, CA 
tor in the red zone. ; 30 Julian Hylton DB 6-0 205 So. Tinley Park 
; f ‘ ; TE 215 Fr. 
¢ A guy who isn’t getting much pub is defensive ora 12 Chris James DB 5-11 190 So, Orange, TX 
tackle Chunky Clements, who is more than a guy — — 4 Darwyn Kelly DB 6-1 210 Jr. Upper Marlboro, MD 
with a great name. The Chunkster, a 290-pound . er Rope 24 Darius Mosely DB 5-11 190. Sr. O'Fallon 
senior, has a good bit of nastiness to him and plays Sia = = = a — 29 TJ. Moss DB 5-11 195 So, Carpentersville 
with real force. Perhaps quietly, he could be the key my : : 21 Patrick Nelson DB 6-0 205 Fr Chicago 
; 74 Connor Brennan OL 6-5 295 Sr. Sonoma, CA 
to the defense this season. ; 49 Conner Schmidt DB §11 195 Jr Lincoln 
inati ; 64 Jack Broeker OL 6-4 265 Fr. Springfield : 
¢ It was fascinating when, in January, then- 3 
rd 67 Christian Dawe OL 65 300 Je Uniontown, on 12-Frank Sumpter DB 5-10 175 Fr Cleveland, OH 
coach Bill Cubit hired 32-year-old Tim McGarigle : ! 37. Dennis Thuro De G4 208. de Naperville 
ic fi 66 JordanFagan OL «6-6 295 dr. Chula Vista, CA uJ : 
as his linebackers coach. 
Fi 79. Zach Heath Oo 64 300 ue ca 31_CameronWatkins 0B 6-0 185 _ Fr. Nashville, TN 
It got even better when Lovie Smith came : Penryn, aR aa een Tears ak ata React 
on board and retained McGarigle, who was an Set Log ee ik =e a —— — 
FBS record-setting tackler at Northwestern with 76 Zeke Martin OL_ 6-5 285 Fr. Medina, OH - 
‘ Gabe OL 6-5 300 Fr. lle 13 Ryan Frain P 6-2 220 Sr. Indianapolis, IN 
545 career stops. Northwestern is, of course, 72_Gabe Megginson . Jacksonvil ae a = ets Gs 
Illinois’ primary rival. McGarigle will be expect- 57 Austin Schmidt OL 6-6 300__Sr, Galena, oH 54_Zach Hirth side he Ia a 
ed to recruit with unmitigated passion against 52_Adam Solomon _OL__ 6-5 315 Fr. Indianapolis,1N -56_MichaelMartin LS 6-4 225 Sr. ___ Champaign _ 
his alma mater. 71 Joe Spencer OL 6-4 300 Sr Mason, OH 48 Chase McLaughlin PK 6-1 170 So, Cypress, TX 
sive Lineme we Yr 35 Jonathan Milazzo PK 5-10 170 Fr. Orland Park 
230 46 Luke Nelson P 6-1 205 Jr Western Springs 
90 _Altan Aldemir DL 6-3 240 Fr. Plainsboro,NJ 38 _ David Reisner PKIP 6-0 195 Sr. Bartlett 
305 


Tackles for loss: D, Smoot 15, T.J. Neal 14, C. Clements 11.5 
Sacks: D. Smoot 8, T.J. Neal 2, R. Bain 2, C. Phillips 2 
Interceptions: T. Barton 4, E. Spence 3, two tied with 2 


ing the NFL experience that he and his staff have on their 
resumes, they could make a move in the West.” 
— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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eee SPORTS. FIGHTING ILLINI RECRUITING 2016 


Zarrian Holcombe 
The 6-foot-6, 220-pound tight end out of Houston 


with the skill-set to be a tight end that plays attached 
to the line of scrimmage while also being a prospect 
that can stretch the field vertically. 


Dele Harding 
Out of Elkton (Md.) Eastern Christian, the 6-1, 
230-pound Harding had 118 tackles, including 


in Champaign ranked as the nation’s No. 29 inside 
linebacker by 247Sports Composite. 


Tre Nation 
Ranked by 247Sports as the nation’s No. 2 fullback, 
. the 5-11, 220-pound Nation rushed for 7,604 yards 
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(Ala.) High to back-to-back state championships to 
close out his high school career. 


HL WL Stars Hometown Schoo! 
Christion Abercrombie LB 6-2 220 OOO  Allanta,GA Westlake 
Ranked No. 72 inside linebacker nationally by 247Sports Composite... All-State... Region 
Defensive Player of the Year... As a senior, had 106 tackles (55 solo), four quarterback sacks 
and four interceptions. 


Jake Cemy OL 65 25 OO6 Traverse City, MI Traverse City West 
247Sports Composite rated No. 3 offensive lineman nationally and No. 34 player in 
Michigan... All-State. 


Harvey Clayton DB «62 19 OO Miami, FL 
Miami-Herald Miami-Dade County Top 50 in 2014 and 2015. 


Coral Reet 


Eddy Fish OL 66 25 OOO — Groton, MA Lawrence Academy 
Ranked No. 6 player in Massachusetts by 247Sports Composite... Selected to Semper Fidelis 
All-American Bowl... Played only two years of high school football. 


Kurt Gavin OL 6-4 20 GOGO Mokena Lincoln-Way East 
247Sports Composite rated No. 94 offensive tackle nationally and No. 30 player in Illinois. 


Stanley Green DB 5-11 19 OOC _ EastSt Louis East St. Louis Senior 
Ranked No. 52 player in Illinois by 247Sports Composite... Had 48 tackles, one quarterback 
sack and two interceptions as a senior, in a teacher-strike shortened season. 


Jake Hansen 1B 62 220 @©©@ Tarpon Springs, FL East Lake 
Ranked No. 85 inside linebacker nationally by 247Sports Composite... Second-team All- 
State... As a senior, had 103 tackles (75 solo) and two quarterback sacks. 


Dele Harding 1B O61 230 OOO — Elkton, MD Eastem Christian 
247Sports Composite rated No. 29 inside linebacker nationally and No. 19 player in 
Maryland... Two-time All-State... Had 118 tackles, including 23 tackles for loss, five quarter- 
back ace and three interceptions as a senior... As a junior, had 75 tackles and five fumbles 
cause! 


Ahmari Hayes DB «63 185 OO Davis, CA College of San Mateo 
Ranked No. 38 cornerback nationally by 247Sports Composite... Had 43 career tackles, 
including two tackles for loss, six passes broken up, two interceptions, two fumbles caused 
and blocked one kick at San Mateo. 


Zarrian Holcombe TE 66 220 O00 Houston, X Summer Creek 
247Sports Composite rated No. 39 tight end nationally... All-District in 2014... As a junior, 
had 14 receptions for 261 yards and two touchdowns. 


Kenyon Jackson DL 860 20 GOC Little Rock, AR Parkview Magnet 
Ranked No. 75 defensive tackle nationally and No. 13 player in Arkansas by 247Sports 
Composite... Two-time All-State... Had 75 tackles, 14.5 quarterback sacks and three fum- 
bles caused as a junior. 


Brandon Jones DL 65 25 O00 Columbia, M0 Hickman 
247Sports Composite rated No. 87 strongside defensive end nationally and No. 22 player in 
Missouri. 
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(Texas) Summer Creek arrives as a three-sport athlete 


23 stops for loss, and five sacks as a senior, and arrives 


' and 120 touchdowns in his prep career and led Leeds 


Eli Peters 

Anice find for the Illini in the Sunshine State, 

the 6-3, 210-pound strong-armed passer out of 
Jacksonville (Fla.) Sandalwood threw for 2,222 yards 

and 18 touchdowns as a senior. He also has some 

ability with his legs. 


Real 


Lovie Smith and his new staff will look to overhaul the roster as they get 
their guys to Champaign while also looking to have more success in 
Chicago and across the state. So basically Lovie Smith and his staff will 
look to add quality players at all position groups. 

— By Steve Wiltfong 


2017 NEEDS 


Committments 24 


2azsronrs COMPOSITE 
0 Oo 18 6 


Average Stars 2.75 


Total Stars 66 
National Rank: 72 810: 12 


Pos. HL «Wh. Stars Hometown 
Evan Jones DB «62 18 OO Conyers, GA 
Ranked No. 260 cornerback nationally by 247Sports Composite. 


Darla Lee OL 63 30 OO0 Fresno, 1X Hightower 
Ranked No. 85 offensive guard nationally by 247Sports Composite... All-State... Helped team 
to 10-1 record and state playoffs as a senior... Graded 93 percent on blocking assign- 
ments... Had 118 pancake blocks and allowed one quarterback sack. 


dames MicCourt K 61 18 @@O@0 Parkland, FL 
247Sports Composite rated No. 14 kicker nationally... All-State... 
playoffs in 2012, 2014 and 2015. 


SL Thomas Aquinas 
Helped team to state 


MJ, McGriff WR 59 17% OO Vero Beach, FL Vero Beach 
Two-time All-State... As a senior, had 68 receptions for 840 yards and seven touchdowns... 
Had 269 yards rushing and six touchdowns on 24 carries... Had 282 return yards and scored 
* ee return touchdown... Had 110 receptions for 1,545 yards and 22 touchdowns as a 
unior. 


Tre Nation RB 5-11 220 OOC Leeds, AL Leeds 
Ranked No, 2 fullback nationally and No, 37 player in Alabama by 247Sports Composite... 
All-State... Helped team to two consecutive state championships in 2014 and 2015... Had 
7,604 career rushing yards and 120 touchdowns... Had 1,817 yards rushing and 34 touch- 
downs as a senior. 


Tymir Oliver DL «6-4 280 @O0 = Sharondill,PA West fa Catholic 
247Sports Composite rated and No. 63 strongside defensive end nationally and No. 28 player 
in Pennsylvania... All-State... As a junior, had 60 tackles, including seven tackles for loss, 
three quarterback sacks, one pass broken up and one fumble recovered. ; 


Griffin Palmer Tt 65 20 OO St Charles, MO De Smet Jesuit 
Ranked No. 90 tight end nationally and No. 25 player in Missouri by 247Sports Composite... 
Had 22 receptions for 357 yards and three touchdowns as a senior. 


Ell Peters QB 463 210 OOO — Jacksonville, FL Sandalwootl 
247Sports Composite rated No. 46 pro-style quarterback nationally. .. As a senior, had 2,222 
yards passing and 18 touchdowns... Had 496 yards rushing and six touchdowns. 


zon Pulley DL 64 20 OO Olney, MD Good Counsel 
Ranked No. 69 strongside defensive end nationally and No. 33 player in Maryland by 
247Sports Composite... Second-team All-State... Played in Offense-Defense All-American 
Senior Bowl... Had 26 tackles, including eight tackles for loss, and 2.5 quarterback sacks as 
a junior. 


225 oo 


Ayo Shogbonyo BOB Arlington, TX 
Second-team All-State... All-District.v 


Dom Thieman 
All-State... 


WR 63 19 @@©  WillonManors,FL SL. Thomas Aquinas 
Helped team to state championship in 2014 and 2015. 


Andrew Trainer 


TE 6-7 24 ©@©O Alexandria, VA SL Stephens and SL Agnes School 
Ranked No. 65 tight end nationally and No. 44 player in Virginia by 247Sports Composite... 
All-State... As a junior, had 17 receptions for 226 yards and two touchdowns. 
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PLAYER PROFILE | 


: MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


Smoot Out to be Next Great Pass Rusher 


he way senior defensive end Dawuane 
ic sees it, if he doesn’t own his 

2016 goal — if he’s afraid to say it 
for all the world to hear — then it'll never 
happen. 

So understand this: Smoot will be gun- 
ning hard for Illinois’ single-season record 
of 16 sacks, set by Simeon Rice in 1994 
and matched by Whitney Mercilus in 2011. 

“Individually, I'm setting the bar pretty 
high,” he said. “I want to break the record. 
| want to leave a mark here. It takes every- 
thing, just having that goal. I’m not going to 
hide from it. You’ve got to go for you.” 

Smoot, a 6-3, 265-pounder from Grove- 
port, Ohio, is duly reverential of Rice, the Big 
Ten’s career leader with 44.5 sacks and the 
No. 3 overall pick in the 1996 NFL draft. Yet 
he also understands he has an opportunity 
to make a dramatic rise from the team- 
leading eight sacks — tied for seventh in 
the conference — he had in a breakout 
junior campaign. 

That opportunity was driven home during 
Smoot’s very first conversation with new Il- 
lini coach Lovie Smith. 

“When Coach Smith first came in the 
building,” said Smoot, “one of the first 
things he said to me was, ‘I know a little bit 
about edge rushers. We’re going to put you 
into the best position to be great.’” 

During Smith’s three seasons as defen- 
sive coordinator of the St. Louis Rams, end 
Leonard Little totaled 39 sacks. Over the 
three seasons Julius Peppers played for 
Smith in Chicago, he had 30.5 sacks. 

Peppers happens to be Smoot's favorite 
player. Smoot can only laugh when asked 
how many hours he has spent watching 
video of Peppers. He has been all Peppers, 
all the time on YouTube since Smith came 
on board. 

“lm definitely modeling my game after 


Dawuane Smoot 


Photo by Scott Boetin 


him,” Smoot said. 


Smoot also led the Illini in 2015 with 15 
: TOP NEWCOMER 


tackles for loss, tied for the highest total by 


any player at the school since Mercilus’ glo- : 


rious 2011. In a forgettable season overall 
for the Illini, Smoot’s D-line partnership with 


Ward was drafted in the second round by 
the Oakland Raiders, Smoot was at his side. 


weren't, what chance would there be to do 
something really special? You’ve got to go 
for you. 


For more coverage visit lindyssports.com/college-foothall/hig-ten/illinois 


: OB WES LUNT 

: Lunt completed 270 of 
? 481 passes (56.1 per- 

: cent) for 2,761 yards 

: and 14 touchdowns, 

: with only six intercep- 
tions, while dealing with 
; a severely injury-depleted receiving corps in 

: 2015. ... More accurate than the numbers look; 
he does a good job of throwing the ball away 

; rather than risking turnovers. ... Has had two 

: seasons derailed by leg injuries; must stand tall 
in the pocket but avoid unnecessary hits. 


Graduate transfer will 
: man the middle for the 
Jihad Ward was as good as it got. When : 
a first-year defensive 


? coordinator and former 
But 2016 is Smoot’s time to shine like : 


never before. He’s all in — publicly. If he : 


BEST AND BRIGHTEST 


: EMERGING STAR 


: RB KESHAWN VAUGHN 
: Sophomore plays bigger 
than his 205 pounds; 
? excels on first contact 
? and stays north-and- 
south. ... Carried the ball 
| 157 times for team highs of 
? 723 yards (4.61 average) and six touchdowns 
| as a true freshman. ... Shredded Purdue for 
; 180 yards — on only 16 carries — and two 

: touchdowns, one of them a 78-yarder. ... Has 
potential to be a dangerous pass-catcher out 
: of the backfield; caught a combined 10 balls 
: in the lowa and Penn State games. 


LB HARDY NICKERSON JR. 


Illini under his father, 


five-time Pro Bowl linebacker 
in the NFL. ... Started for most of three sea- 


sons at California and led the Bears with 112 
? tackles in 2015. ... Undersized by Big Ten 

i standards at 225 pounds; will be challenged 

: by more power-running schemes than he was 
: in the Pac-12. 


+ Photos courtesy of Illinois Athletics. 
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ZIPS at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: Akron, Ohio 

COACH: Terry Bowden — At Akron: 19-30, 4 years; 
overall: 159-92-2, 22 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: A.J. Milwee 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Chuck Amato 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2005 

LAST BOWL: 2005, Motor City 

RETURNING STARTERS: 7; 3 offense, 4 defense 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Thomas Woodson, WR Jerome 
Lane, DE Jamal Marcus, DE Se’Von Pittman, LB John Rachal, 
CB DeAndre Scott, CB Larry Hope, FS Zach Guiser 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Bowden's ability to bring ina 

new crop of transfers bodes well for both sides of the ball. 
Woodson is set at quarterback. Ohio State transfer Warren 
Ball should have an immediate impact at running back. The 
secondary is stronger this season compared to years past, 
and the MAC East Division race is wide open with Bowling 
Green losing numerous key players. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The offensive line is a totally 

new unit, generally not a good sign for a mid-major program 
without a surplus of playmakers on offense. The Zips will 
have a new kicker and punter, and have the added burden 
of finding three new starters at linebacker. 


OFFENSE 

The Zips must rely on a new crop of talented trans- 
fers and underclassmen to carry most of the weight of 
an offense that lost eight starters. 

The influx of new players is a positive, mostly be- 
cause the Zips finished 104th in the country in total 
offense and ggth in scoring. 

Ohio State transfer Warren Ball is an intriguing op- 
tion. The 6-1, 223-pound running back has a bruising 
style without much tread due to limited reps during 
his first four years in college. 

Senior JoJo Natson, a transfer from Utah State, and 
junior Jerome Lane have big-play potential, but the 
rest of the wide receivers are a question mark. 

Coach Terry Bowden is concerned about revamp- 
ing his offensive line, but six newcomers were brought 
into the program in January. Bowden stressed the 
importance of the O-line developing quickly, but he 
already noted the newcomers and returnees are more 
talented than last year’s unit, particularly sophomore 
left tackle Kyle Ritz and right tackle Undrea Bullard. 


DEFENSE 

Akron’s bend-but-don’t-break defense was one of 
the best in the conference last season, holding oppo- 
nents to 21.5 points per game. 

The front seven was the strength, but most of those 
players are gone, with the exception of talented ends 
Jamal Marcus and Se’Von Pittman — a pair of Ohio 
State transfers. Pittman and Marcus combined for 
8.5 sacks last season. 

Nose tackle Darius Copeland has been a bright spot 
in Akron’s 4-3 defense, while sophomore tackle Brock 
Boxen is a player with a high upside. 

Veteran coordinator Chuck Amato is working with 
an entirely new set of linebackers, with sophomores 
Ulysees Gilbert and Brian Bell joining senior John 
Rachal as potential starters. 

The secondary is primed to help solidify the de- 
fense following some questionable performances a 
year ago. Senior cornerbacks DeAndre Scott and Larry 


Stadium: InfoCision Stadium (30,000) 


THOMAS WOODSON 


Michael 


Photo by AP Pt 


“When I got here, Akron wasn’t just the worst 
in the MAC, but the worst in the country. We've 
come from the hottom to the bow! winners.” 

— Coach Terry Bowden 


Hope have the potential to be one of the top duos in 
the conference. Free safety Zach Guiser is the leading 
returning tackler. Cornerback Bryce Jones, a transfer 
from Boston College, is a player expected to receive 
plenty of reps. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

The Zips will enter fall camp without a clear-cut 
starter at kicker and punter. The candidates are aplen- 
ty, but this could be a season-long problem. Natson 
immediately infuses the return with explosive ability. 


OVERVIEW 

Bowden has the program on an upward are fol- 
lowing an 8-5 record and the first bowl victory in its 
FBS program era. The Zips return just seven starters, 
though, and always had a shortage of skill players on 
offense in recent years. Woodson has the talent and 
experience to lead the offense, but the Zips have to 
find a reliable running back and more depth at wide 
receiver. The defense welcomes numerous transfers, 
but the front seven will take some time to develop. The 
good news is the MAC East is a wide open race, and 
Akron hosts Toledo and Bowling Green. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


WR JoJo Natson: The senior transfer from Utah 
State is a multi-skilled playmaker. Natson is just 5-8, 
165, but his ability to return punts and kickoffs and 
provide depth at wide receiver will provide an immedi- 
ate jolt to Akron’s anemic offense. 


By Bob Narang 


QB 4 | Thomas Woodson® 6-1 240 Jr. 
RB 23 | Van Edwards 5-9 185 So. 
WR 2 | Tyrell Goodman 6-2 215 Sr. 
WR ii | AJ. Coney 5-8 180 Jr. 
WR 7 | Jerome Lane* 6-3 220 Jr. 
TE 35 | Newman Williams® 6-2 250 So. 
LT 66 | Kyle Ritz 6-5 295 So. 
LG 52 | LaVonne Gauthney 6-1 290 Jr. 
C 57 | Stephen Ericksen 6-3 300 Jr. 
RG 69 | Ryan Kortokrax 6-3 300 Jr. 
RT 50 | Undrea Bullard 6-6 295 So. 
DEFENSE 
DE 34 | Jamal Marcus*® 6-2 240 Sr. 
DT 50 | Brock Boxen 6-3 272 So. 
NT 8 | Darius Copeland 6-1 280 Jr. 
DE 90 | Se'Von Pittman’ 6-3 269 Sr. 
LB 10 | Brian Bell 6-3 218 So. 
LB 11 | John Rachal 5-11 225 Sr. 
LB 5 | Ulysees Gilbert 6-1 225 So. 
CB 2 | Larry Hope 6-0 192 Sr. 
CB 6 | DeAndre Scott* 5-11 185 Sr. 
SS 24 | Jordan George 6-11 193 So, 
FS 32 | Zach Guiser® 6-0 195 Jr. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 37 | Tom O'Leary 5-11 175 Jr. 
P 60 | Nick Gasser 6-0 167 So. 
“Returning starters in Bold 

2016 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 3 VMI 
Sept. 10 at Wisconsin 
Sept. 17 at Marshall 
Sept. 24 APPALACHIAN STATE 
Oct. 1 at Kent State 
Oct. 8 MIAMI (0H) 
Oct.15 WESTERN MICHIGAN 
Oct. 22 at Ball State 
Oct. 27 at Buffalo 
Nov, 2 TOLEDO 
Nov. 9 BOWLING GREEN 
Nov. 22 at Ohio 

2015 RESULTS 
L at Oklahoma 3-41 
L PITTSBURGH 7-24 
Ww SAVANNAH STATE 52-9 
Ww at Louisiana 35-14 
L OHIO 12-14 
Ww at Eastern Michigan 47-21 
L at Bowling Green 10-59 
L CENTRAL MICHIGAN 6-14 
Ww at Massachusetts 17-13 
Ww at Miami (OH) 37-28 
Ww BUFFALO 42-21 
w KENT STATE 20-0 

Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 

Ww vs. Utah State 23-21 

2015 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 23.9 99 
Rushing 164.2 75 
Passing 192.9 97 
Total 357.1 104 
DEFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 21.5 23 
Rushing 92.9 3 
Passing 238.6 83 
Total 3315 15 
TO MARGIN PER GAME RANE 
+10 +0.77 T-13 
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OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Kevin Johns 


INDIANA 


For more coverage of the Hoosiers, visit indiana.247Sports.com 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tom Allen 


STADIUM: Memorial Stadium: 52,929 


HOOSIERS READY TO KEEP INCHING FORWARD UNDER WILSON 


ear by year, Indiana has improved in 
You Kevin Wilson’s five seasons with 
the Hoosiers. 

Not by leaps and bounds, but by steady, 
incremental steps. 

But when most people on the outside look 
at the departures from last year’s team — first- 
team All-American left tackle Jason Spriggs; 
1,000-yard rusher Jordan Howard; quarter- 
back Nate Sudfeld, the school’s all-time lead- 
ing passer; three key players from the defen- 
sive line — they conclude that IU will have 
a tough time earning its second consecutive 
bow! invitation. 

But in the words of Lee Corso: Not so fast, 
my friend. 

Wilson welcomes back Simmie Cobbs Jr., 
a 1,000-yard receiver who leads a talented 
and deep unit; another 1,000-yard running 
back in Devine Redding; another first-team 
All-American offensive lineman in right 
guard Dan Feeney; and a slew of young, but 
talented linebackers and defensive backs. 

If a suitable replacement can be found for 
Sudfeld, and the staff can develop a defensive 
line, Indiana just might take another small 
step forward. 

Besides playing in its first bowl game since 
2007 last season — a 44-41 overtime loss to 
Duke in the Pinstripe Bowl — the Hoosiers 
were very competitive against the big boys. 

Indiana was oh-so-close in losses to No. 1 
Ohio State (34-27), No. 10 Iowa (35-27) and 
No. 15 Michigan (48-41 in two overtimes). 

Wilson, who was rewarded with a six-year, 
$15.3 million contract after last season, says 
this year’s team is ready to take that next step. 

“We're practicing with a lot of energy,” he 
said. “We're not going through the motions. 
The way the players are approaching practice 
and the weight room, we have consistent 
energy, and they like being around here.” 

During Wilson’s five seasons with the 
Hoosiers, the offense has been among the 
best in the Big Ten, and the nation, Last 
season, IU was first in the Big Ten in total 
offense, scoring and passing. The Hoosiers 
were second in rushing. 

The problem is that the defense has been 
at, or near, the bottom in recent years. 

To try to improve the defense, Wilson 
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hired his third defensive coordinator, Tom 
Allen from South Florida. He also brought 
back Mark Hagen, who was on his original 
staff in Bloomington, to coach the defensive 
line. Hagen had spent the past three seasons 
at Texas A&M. 

“We don’t like where we’re at, but we’re 
more confident,” Wilson said. “We've got- 
ten better; we feel good about that. But we 
want to take one more step, and not be good 
enough just to be close.” 


OFFENSE 


Without question, the key to the offense 
continuing its potent ways is finding a quar- 
terback to replace Sudfeld, who last season 
passed for 3,573 yards and 27 touchdowns. 

During the spring, the battle seemed to 
boil down to junior college transfer Richard 
Lagow and sophomore Danny Cameron. 
While Cameron and junior Zander Diamont 
have some game experience, Lagow has an 
impressive resume. 

After redshirting at Oklahoma State in 
2013, Lagow went on to star at Cisco (Texas) 
Community College. At 6-6, 240 pounds, his 
build is remarkably similar to Sudfeld and he 
has a strong arm. 

In two JC seasons, Lagow passed for 4,506 
yards and 38 touchdowns, with 17 intercep- 
tions. He was rated the No. 3 pro-style quar- 
terback in junior college last season, accord- 
ing to the 247Sports Composite. 

“Richard can throw it, and Danny's got a 
good command presence,” Wilson said. “One 
good thing, the quarterback is going to have 
a great supporting cast. So even though we’re 
missing some really good players, we're not 
void of talent.” 

Diamont has the most experience, but he 
had to sit out all spring with an ankle injury. 

Running back Devine Redding, playing 
behind Jordan Howard last season, still man- 
aged to rush for 1,012 yards and nine TDs as 
a sophomore. Leading the way for Redding 
will be an offensive line anchored by Dan 
Feeney, but which will also include returning 
starter Dimitric Camiel at right tackle, and 
Jacob Baily and Wes Martin, who split time 
at left guard. 

“We've got four fifth-year seniors, in Fee- 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent ‘15 Record 
Sept. 1 at FIU 5-7 
Sept. 10 BALL STATE 3-9 
Sept. 24 WAKE FOREST 3-9 
Oct. 1 MICHIGAN STATE 12-2 
Oct. 8 at Ohio State 12-1 
Oct. 15 NEBRASKA 6-7 
Oct.22 at Northwestern 10-3 
Oct. 29 MARYLAND 3-9 
Nov. 5 at Rutgers 4-8 
Nov, 12 PENN STATE 7-6 
Nov. 19 at Michigan 10-3 
Nov, 26 PURDUE 2-10 


RESULTS 


WwW SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 48-47 
WwW FIU 36-22 
WwW WESTERN KENTUCKY 38-35 
W at Wake Forest 31-24 
L OHIO STATE 27-34 
L at Penn State 7-29 
L RUTGERS 52-55 
L at Michigan State 26-52 
L |OWA 27-35 
L MICHIGAN (207) 41-48 
W at Maryland 47-28 
WwW at Purdue 54-36 
Pinstripe Bowl 
L vs. Duke (07) 41-44 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 


a» 2» © 0 © D0 OO W 100 
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AT A GLANCE 


Bloomington, Ind. 


Nit. 
itt 


6-7 overall, 2-6 Big Ten (5th, East) 


Kevin Wilson — At Indiana and overall: 
20-41, 5 years 


eine 


14; 6 offense, 7 defense, kicker 

4 Bp i 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: SIER t 
RB Devine Redding, WR Simmie Cobbs 
Jr., WR Ricky Jones, OL Dan Feeney, 
LB Marcus Oliver, LB T.J. Simmons, 


DB Rashard Fant, DB Chase Dutra 


penta ising an All-Americen tackle 
and a 1,000-yard rusher, Indiana 
returns another All-American lineman 
and a second 1,000-yard rusher. The 
receiving corps is talented and deep. 
The defense, a weakness in recent 
years, is at least loaded with young tal- 
ent at linebacker and in the secondary. 


i 0B Richard ne a Tinh regarded 
JC transfer, can be a solid replacement 
for Nate Sudfeld, the offense should 
once again be potent. As usual, the 
defense is the primary concern, and 
the line needs to develop if the IU stop 
troops have any hopes of improving. 


QB Nate Sudfeld, RB Jordan Howard, 
OL Jason Spriggs, DL Nick Mangieri, 
DL Adarius Rayner, LB Zack Shaw 


coal 
UVE 


Even with the loss of three star players 
on offense, the Hoosiers should rack 
up the yardage and pile up the points. 
The defense, on paper, has a chance to 
make major improvement. If so, IU 
should continue to inch forward under 
Wilson. 


25 — Yards per reception last 
season for WR Simmie Cobbs Jr., the 
third-best mark in the Big Ten. 


Marcus Oliver 


Pato by 


ney, Camiel, Bailey and Wes Rogers,” Wil- 
son said. “That’s a very good group.” 

In addition, the coaching staff is ex- 
tremely high on sophomore Brandon 
Knight, who figures to take over at left 
tackle for Spriggs. 

Running behind another strong line 
should allow Redding to blossom into a 
full-time star. He rushed 226 times a year 
ago, averaging 4.5 yards. 

“He's different because there’s a quiet 
confidence, a demeanor about him,” said 
offensive coordinator Kevin Johns. “He 
feels like he is the guy; he’s ready for his 
time. He’s proven it on the field, so we ex- 
pect big things from him.” 

Big things were also expected from 6-2, 
223-pound Camion Patrick, a JC transfer 
who had made a very impressive move 
from receiver to running back. Unfortu- 
nately, he suffered a knee injury in the 
spring and had to have surgery. 

Wilson does like the versatility of 
three freshmen running backs from a 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS STARTER 
Richard Lagow 
Devine Redding 
Ricky Jones* 
Simmie Cobbs Jr.* 
Mitchell Paige* 
Danny Friend 
Brandon Knight 
Wes Martin 
Wes Rogers 
Dan Feeney* 
Dimitric Camiel* 
Griffin Oakes* 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


COMMENT 

Rated among the top JC pro-style QBs last year. 
A1,000-yard rusher with power and speed. 

Solid returning receiver — 54 catches, 906 yards. 
Big target had a breakout year last season. 

Very elusive receiver with speed and quickness. 
Injuries have sidelined him the past two seasons. 
Coaches extremely high on talented prospect. 
Started first six games; Bailey started final seven. 
Started the final two games of the 2014 season. 
First-team All-American anchors the line. 

Big talent who started every game last year. 
Outstanding kicker; first-team All-Big Ten. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER 
Greg Gooch 
Nate Hoff 
Ralph Green lll 
Jacob Robinson 
Marcus Oliver* 
Tegray Scales 
Rashard Fant* 
Andre Brown Jr.* 


YR. 


COMMENT 

Solid talent ready for starting role. 

Another veteran ready to assume regular duties. 
Talented veteran leader of the defensive front. 
Promising prospect who gained experience last year. 
Top talent, with 112 tackles last year. 

Very quick player; covers a lot of ground. 

Excellent cover comer with aggressive style. 

Started eight games last year as a freshman. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Danny Cameron, So. 
Mike Majette, So. 
Luke Timian, So. 
Nick Westbrook, So. 
J-Shun Harris ll, So. 
Jordan Fuchs, Jr. 
Delroy Baker, So. 
Jacob Bailey, Sr.* 
Simon Stepaniak, Fr. 
Tim Gardner, So. 
DaVondre Love, Fr. 
Logan Justus, Fr. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Nile Sykes, So. 
Robert McCray Ill, Jr. 
Ja’merez Bowen, So. 
Brandon Wilson, Fr. 
TJ. Simmons, Sr.* 
Clyde Newton, Sr.* 
Leon Thornton lil, So. 
Tyler Green, So. 


Jayme Thompson 
Chase Dutra* 
Jonathan Crawford* 
Joseph Gedeon 
*Returning Starter in Bold 


year ago — Mike Majette, Ricky Brookins 
and Alex Rodriguez. All three may also 
see time at receiver. 

Cobbs, a 6-4, 220-pound target at re- 
ceiver, returns after hauling in 60 passes for 
1,035 yards last year as a sophomore. 

The receiving corps is deep and talent- 
ed. Also returning are Mitchell Paige (57- 
684), Ricky Jones (54-906) and super-quick 
J-Shun Harris, back after missing last 
season with injury. 


DEFENSE 


New coordinator Tom Allen brought 
with him a 4-2-5 defense, and the players 
seem to have taken to it. 

“| think for the secondary, with the tal- 
ent we have, it will be huge, the way the 
4-2-5 works,” said junior linebacker Marcus 
Oliver. “With the new defense, a lot of peo- 
ple have become more confident. 

“We have the ability to mix and match, 
to play a third linebacker in a 4-3. But the 
way we've been playing, with a safety- 


Rated the No. 3 JC safety last season. 

Very good, experienced player and excellent leader. 
Talented, aggressive player; outstanding as a freshman. 
Walk-on hoping to assume punting duties. 


Ben Bach, Jr. 
Jameel Cook Jr, So. 
Will Dawkins, So. 
Jake Shake, So. 


slash-linebacker, it’s really working for us. 
I love it.” 

Wilson likes the way Allen and new de- 
fensive line coach Mark Hagen jelled quick- 
ly during spring practices. 

“] think they’re very compatible, very 
comparable,” Wilson said. “With Mark be- 
ing on the same page, that’s allowed Coach 
Allen to keep his eyes on the back end 
(of the defense).” 

The back half of the IU defense figures 
to be its strength, with three starting line- 
backers and four starting defensive backs 
all returning. 

The linebacking corps — seniors TJ. 
Simmons and Clyde Newton, along with 
juniors Tegray Scales and Oliver, should be 
the strength of the defense. 

Last season, Oliver became the first IU 
player since Matt Mayberry in 2000 to fin- 
ish with 100 tackles. Oliver led the 2015 
Hoosiers with 112 tackles. 

Simmons, who has started 34 games the 
past three seasons, was third on the team 
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NDS Rank: No. 2 0G in class of 2017 
Similar to 2016 second-rounder Jason Spriggs, Feeney became a starter shortly after step- 
ping onto campus in Bloomington, starting every game at right guard in 2012, 2014 and 
2015 (missed the 2013 season due to injury). Feeney is quick off the snap to engage and 
control the point of attack, creating run lanes and keeping his quarterback upright. 


NDS Rank: No. 12 WR in class of 2018 
The Hoosiers need to replace their leading passer (Nate Sudfeld) and rusher (Jordan 
Howard), but the leading receiver is back. Cobbs, who led Indiana with 60 catches for 1,035 
yards and four scores in 2015, has an intriguing blend of size and speed to be a downfield 
playmaker, using his height to out-rebound the ball. 


(“4m IATA 


send! NDS Rank: No. 61 CB in class of 2018 
In his first year as a starter, Fant led the Hoosiers with 22 passes defended, which ranked 
third in all of FBS. While undersized, he is able to make up for his lack of ideal measureables 
with his technique and anticipation in coverage. As the most experienced member of the 


Indiana secondary, he will be taking on more of a leadership role as a junior. 


with 73 tackles; Newton had 64. Scales 
saw extensive playing time last season as 
a backup and had 64 tackles. 

In all, IU welcomes back eight of its 10 
leading tacklers from a year ago. 

The starters in the secondary a year ago 
were extremely young, with two sopho- 
mores (Chase Dutra and Rashard Fant) and 
two freshmen (Jonathan Crawford and 
Andre Brown Jr.). 

They were inconsistent but showed 
flashes of talent. 

Fant became a strong cover corner, lead- 
ing the Big Ten and finishing second in the 
nation with 22 pass breakups. Crawford 
was voted to the Big Ten All-Freshman 
team, ending up as IU’s second-leading 
tackler with 76. 

Joining the secondary this year is ju- 
nior college transfer Jayme Thompson, 
who looks like the team’s biggest-impact 
newcomer. Last season at Iowa Western, 
Thompson was rated as the No. 3 JC safety 
by 247Sports Composite. 

The key on defense is developing the 


— Dane Brugler, NFLDraftScout.com 


line. Ralph Green III returns after making 
three starts last season, but the coaches also 
like what they’ve seen from juniors Nate 
Hoff, Robert McCray and Greg Gooch, and 
sophomore Nile Sykes. All have looked 
solid in previous reserve roles. 


Indiana has a special weapon in ju- 
nior kicker Griffin Oakes. Last season as a 
sophomore he made 24 of 29 field goal at- 
tempts (82.8 percent), becoming the first 


IU player to be voted the Big Ten’s Kicker ff 
of the Year. He also became the first Hoo- | 


siers kicker since Austin Starr in 2007 to 
earn first-team All-Big Ten honors. For 
his career, Oakes is 37 for 47 on field goal 
attempts (78.7 percent). 

IU must replace punter Erich Toth, who 
averaged 41.7 yards per punt last season. 
Indiana’s kick returning last season was av- 
erage at best, but Mitchell Paige returns to 
handle the punt return duties. He returned 
18 punts for 199 yards last year, including 
a 91-yarder, and two for touchdowns. 


Cr HEN iF ANALYSIS 

As the Big Ten begins using a nine-game 
conference schedule, Indiana’s schedule 
appears reasonably suited for a second 
bowl trip in a row. 

The Hoosiers will play five Big Ten games 
in Bloomington — against Michigan State, 
Nebraska, Maryland, Penn State and Pur- 
due. The four away games are at Ohio State, 
Northwestern, Rutgers and Michigan. 

The non-conference schedule would 
appear to give IU a running start into its 
league schedule. Indiana opens at Florida 
International and then has Ball State and 
Wake Forest at home. 

The toughest challenge would appear to 
be a three-week stretch versus Michigan 
State, at Ohio State and then back home 
against Nebraska. 

— Tom Kubat 
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NOTEBOOK 


Be by a new six-year contract, coach 


Kevin Wilson brought in three new staff 
members after last season — defensive co- 
ordinator Tom Allen, co-defensive coordinator and 
defensive line coach Mark Hagen, and strength and 
conditioning coach Keith Caton. 

Allen has been a defensive coordinator at three 
previous stops — most recently at South Florida, 
and also at Arkansas State and Drake. 

Allen, a native of New Albany, Ind., and a former 
head coach at powerhouse Ben Davis High School 
in Indianapolis, is Wilson's third defensive coordina- 
tor. 

“He’s got a lot of energy, but more importantly 
he's got a lot of things that he believes in,” Wilson 
said. “There's a lot of confidence in what he wants 
to do. | like what | see. I'm glad he’s here.” 

Hagen, a former star linebacker at IU, is a vet- 
eran defensive line coach who was on Wilson's 
original Indiana staff. He returns after spending 
three seasons at Texas A&M. 

“He's coached for a long time, at several schools, 
and been successful,” Wilson said. “He’s got some 
things he believes in; he’s confident in and pretty 
assertive with. He’s consistent with how he coach- 
es, We're fortunate to have him back.” 

Caton comes to IU from Baylor and appears 
to have made an immediate impact in the weight 
room. 

“| did not know Keith, but looking into it | thought 
he'd be a great fit, and he’s been better since he's 
been here than | thought he was going to be,” 
Wilson said. “We're very excited that he’s here.” 

¢ Indiana University announced in March that 
part of a $2.5 billion fund-raising campaign would 
include $170 million earmarked for athletics. 

That will include enclosing the south end zone 
of Memorial Stadium, creating a bowl. The project 
has a $50 million price tag and is expected to be 
finished before the 2018 season. 

Additions to the stadium will include: an insti- 
tute for sports medicine and technology; an insti- 
tute for leadership and life skills; a nutrition center; 
premium game-day seating, including terrace; new 
video boards at the north and south end zones; 
a renovated locker room and players’ lounge. 


OUTSIDERS VIEW 


“One of the great advantages we have at the Big 
Ten Network is the opportunity to attend practice, both 
in the spring and the fall. It has always been obvious 
when visiting Indiana the entire time Kevin Wilson 
has been there that they were making steady prog- 
ress. Never once did you get the feeling they were at 
a standstill. 

“They have to replace an outstanding quarter- 
back and, for the third time, Wilson has made another 
change in defensive leadership and scheme. Indiana's 
history under Wilson has been that if it has a dynamic 
player and/or scheme on offense, and can just hold 
serve on defense, it has a chance to succeed. 

“It takes more than a spring practice to evaluate 
these things, making fall camp more critical than in 
past years.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 


HOOSIERS SPRING ROSTER 


Quarterback Pos. Ht. Wh Yr Hometown 49 Greg Gooch DL 6-2 257 Jr Longwood, FL 
18 Danny Cameron QB 6-1 210 So. Baton Rouge, LA 93 Ralph Green Ill DL 6-5 320 Sr. San Antonio, TX 
12 ZanderDiamont QB 6-1 174 Jr Los Angeles, CA 74 Nate Hott DL 6-2 302 J Solon, OH 
9 Mike Fiacable QB 6-1 202 Fr. Fort Wayne 94 DerrickMadison ODL 6-3 249 Jr South Bend 
10 DonavanHale QB 64 217 So, Largo,FL_ 47 ‘RobertMcCrayill DL 6-2 274 Jr. Rockdale, GA 
16 Austin King QB 6-2 201 Fr. Alpharetta, GA 96 DerrianMeminger DL 6-4 281 So. Sparta, GA 
21 Richard Lagow OB 6-6 240 Jr. Plano, TX 91 Jacob Robinson OL 6-4 277 So. Westfield 
Running Backs Hometown 48 Omari Stringer DL 64 219 Fr. Crete, IL 
33 Ricky Brookins RB 5-8 193 So. Terre Haute 35 Nile Sykes OL 6-2 252 So. Oak Park, IL 
24 Mike Majette RB 5-11 204 So. Woodbridge, VA 95 Brandon Wilson DL 63 265 Fr. Winter Garden, FL 
6 Camion Patrick AB 6-2 223 Jr Knoxville, TN Linebackers Pos. Ht Wt = Yr. Hometown 
34 Devine Redding RB 5-10 205 dr. Youngstown, OH 39 Kenny Amold LB 5-11 232 So. Canton, Ml 
23 Alex Rodriguez RB 5-10 225 So. Indianapolis 4 Chris Covington 1B 6-2 232 Jr Chicago, IL_ 
2 _Devonte Williams RB 5-10 181 Fr. Columbia, MD 29 Dawson Fletcher LB 6-0 218 Sr. West Chester, OH 
Wide Receivers Pos. Ht Wt Yr. Hometown 31 James Halford (Bo 6-1 213) Sr. Antioch, IL 
3 Dominique Booth WR 6-1 205 So. Indianapolis 12 Reakwon Jones LB 6-2 226 Fr. Lynn Haven, FL 
1__Simmie Cobbs Jr WR 6-4 220 Jr. Oak Park, IL 41 Clyde Newton LB 6-1 «(227 Sr. Punta Gorda, FL 
39 Chris Gajcak WR 6-2 187 Fr. Lisle, IL 44 Marcus Oliver LB 6-1 236. Hamilton, OH 
17 _ Isaac Griffith WR 6-0 185 Jr Fort Wayne 8 Tegray Scales 1B 6-0 227 Jt. Cincinnati, OH 
5 _J-Shun Harris i WR 5-8 170 So, Fishers 2 _ TJ. Simmons 1B 6-0 229 Sr Lakeland, FL 
14 MarquiHawkins WR 6-2 230 Jr. Columbus, GA 43 Dameon Willis, Jr. LB 6-1 229 So, Cleveland, OH 
13 Isaac James WR 5-11 194 Fr. Carmel Defensive Backs Pos, Ht Wt = Yr. Hometown 
4 Ricky Jones WR 5-10 184 Sr. Sarasota, FL 36 Johnny Albomonte DB 5-11 178 Fr. Schererville 
87 Mitchell Paige = WR 5-7 175 Sr. Carmel 28 _Jake Attar DB 6-1 193 Fr. Frankfort, Ik 
82 Luke Timian WR 6-0 190 So. Southlake, TX 7 BenBach CB OG-1 «195 Jr Wheaton, IL 
15 NickWestbrook WR 6-3 213 So. Lake Mary, FL 14 Andre Brown Jr DB 6-0 196 So. Decatur, GA 
Tight Ends Pos, Ht Wt Yr Hometown 7 Donovan Clark DB 5-10 180 So, Fort Wayne 
83 AustinDoris TE «6-5 247 ‘Fr Shadyside,OH 20 Jameel Cook Jr. DB 6-1 196 So, _Missouri City, TX_ 
84 Danny Friend TE 6-5 260 Jr. Morris, IL 9 Jonathan Crawtord DB 6-2 194 So. Largo, FL 
81 Jordan Fuchs TE 6-6 230 Jr. Queens, NY 28 Will Dawkins DB 5-11 202 So. Vero Beach, FL_ 
85 Ryan Watercutter TE 6-2 227 So. Fort Wayne 30 Chase Dutra OB 6-1 199 Jr Brownsburg 
Offensive Linemen Pos. ] ] Hometown 16 Rashard Fant OB 5-10 174 Jr. Atlanta, GA 
70 Jacob Bailey OL 6-5 295 Sr. Carmel 19 Tony Fields DB 5-11 198 Jr Tallahassee, FL 
71 Delroy Baker OL 6-6 305 So, Ocala, FL 3 Tyler Green DB 6-3 193 So. Waldorf, MD 
77 DimitricCamiel OL 6-7 310 Sr Houston,1X 22 WesleyGreen DB 5-10 183 So. Lithonia, GA 
67. Dan Feeney OL 6-4 310 Sr. OrlandPark,IL 34 ThomasHenderson DB 5-9 178 Fr. Bloomington 
57 Tim Gardner OL 65 305 So. Indianapolis 27 = Arthur Jones DB 5-10 194 Jr. Washington DC 
62 Brandon Knight OL 6-5 290 So. Noblesville 18 Noel Padmore OB 5-11 178 Jr. _ Flowery Branch, GA 
68 Hunter Littlejohn OL 6-3 295 Fr. Powell, OH 25 Mario Swann OB 6-1 205 Jr Greenwood 
52 DaVondreLove OL 6-7 310 Fr. St. Louis, MO 1__Jayme Thompson DB 6-2 188 Jr. Toledo, OH 
76 Wes Martin OL 6-3 310 So. West Milton, OH 21 LeonThorton Ill 0B 6-1 200 So. Lombard, IL 
61 Nick Ramacca OL G2 275 Fr. Bohemia, NY 6 Zeke Walker DB 6-2 222 So. Columbia, SC 
65 Wes Rogers OL 64 305 Sr Indianapolis 26 KianteWalton DB G-2 215 So. Columbus, GA 
72_SimonStepaniak OL 6-4 305 Fr. Hamilton, OH Specialists Hometown 
59 Jack Trainor OL 62 308 Fr. Roswell, GA 90 AaronDelGrosso K 5-10 194 Jr. Hobart 
Defensive Linemen Pos. , = Be 86 Joseph Gedeon P 6-3 193 So. Columbus 
51 Mike Barwick Jr. DL 6-0 300 So. Cincinnati, OH 97 Dan Godsil LS 6-4 210 So. Ottawa, OH 
90 Joe Belden DL 6-2 260 Fr. Avon 82 Logan Justus K 5-11 175 Fr McCordsville 
54 Ja'merezBowen DL 6-4 310 So.  Cleveland,OH © 87 CalobMeinzer K 6-2 207 Fr. Wentzville, MO 
50 Joshua Brown DL 60 256 Fr. Hillsborough, NJ 92 Griffin Oakes K 5-10 200 Jr Greenwood 
58 Patrick Dougherty DL 6-5 290 Jr Aurora, OH 60 Logan Robbins LS 6-1 205 Fr Noblesville 
69 Gavin Everett OL 6-3 239 Fr. Center Grove dake Shake P 6-0 183 So. Lafayette 
Name GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Avg/G 
PASSING N.Sudfeld 12 151.0 247 412 7 599 3573 27 72 297.7 
Z.Diamont 2 93.3 5 0 483 166 0 2 830 
Name GP No. Yards Avg 1D Long Avg/G 
RECEIVING S. Cobbs 13 60 1035 17.2 4 55 4879.6 
R. Jones 13 54 906 16.7 5 71 69.6 
M. Paige 13 57 = G84._-«12.0 6 45 526 
ame GP Att. Gain Loss Net Avg TD Long Avg/G 
RUSHING JHoward 9 196 1229 16 1213 62 9 37 1347 
Redding 13 226 «#1075 «©6663 «1012045 9 66 77.8 
M. Majette 12 37. «186 5 181 49 0 28 «15.0 
DEF. LEADERS Tackles: M. Oliver 112, J. Crowford 76, T.J. Simmons 73 


Tackles for loss: N. Mangieri 12, Z. Shaw 11.5, D. Lathan 10 
Sacks: N. Mangieri 9.5, Z. Shaw 4, D. Lathan 4 
Interceptions: J. Crawford 4, M. Oliver 2, T. Scales 2 
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aoa A7 SPORTS 


Richard Lagow 

The JC quarterback recruit should be the favorite to 
replace record-setting passer Nate Sudfeld under center 
next year, arriving in Bloomington as the nation’s No. 3 
pro-style passer per 247Sports. The 6-foot-6, 240-pound 
Lagow completed 66 percent of his passes last fall at 
Cisco Community College for 2,285 yards and 21 TDS. 


Coy Cronk 
The jewel of the class and a four-star recruit on 


sive tackle played all over the field including middle 
linebacker, in high school. A special athlete at 6-5, 
275-pounds, Cronk could be the next high draft pick at 
the position to come out of Bloomington. 


Cole Gest 

One of Ohio's best high school football players, Gest 
impressed the Hoosiers staff in camp after lighting it up 
\ on the field as a junior, Led Lakewood (Ohio) St. Edward 
to two-straight state championships after rushing for 
2,097 yards and 25 touchdowns as a senior, with three 
more receiving scores. He'll be an offensive athlete for 
the Hoosiers — and dynamic player— from day one. 


Pos, HL WL Hometown School 


Marcelino Ball BB 6 20 ooo Roswell, GA Roswell 
247Sports Composite rated No. 105 safety nationally and No. 141 player in Georgia... As a 
senior, had 132 tackles, including 12 tackles for loss, three interceptions and one fumble 
recovered... Scored one defensive touchdown. 


Phil Benker WR 62 195 OOO Jacksonville, FL Sandalwood 
Ranked No. 248 player in Florida by 247Sports Composite... Had 104 career receptions for 
1,914 yards and 15 touchdowns. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


Stars 


Shaun Bonner TE 63 20 OO Moultrie, GA Colquitt County 
247Sports Composite rated No. 249 player in Georgia... Helped team to two consecutive 
state championships and 30 consecutive wins... Had 30 receptions for 314 yards as a 
senior. 


Khalil Bryant DB 510 200 O09 Jacksonville, FL First Coast 
Ranked No. 64 safety nationally by 247Sports Composite... As a senior, had 112 tackles, two 
interceptions, 17 passes broken up, three fumbles caused, and two fumbles recovered, scor- 
ing one touchdown. 


Coy Cronk OL 65 28 OOO Lalayette Lafayette Central Catholic 
247Sports Composite rated No. 48 offensive tackle nationally and No. 6 player in Indiana... 
Three-time All-State... Helped team to 15-0 record and state championship as a senior. 


Brandon Drayton DB 62 17 O00 Largo, FL Largo 


Ranked No. 65 safety nationally and No. 141 player in Florida by 247Sports Composite... Had 
142 career tackles (91 solo), three interceptions and four fumbles recovered... Had 27 
career receptions for 600 yards and seven touchdowns. 


Kiante Enis RB 6-2 25 OOO Saratoga Winchester Community 
247Sports Composite rated No. 35-running back nationally and No. 7 player in Indiana... 
Two-time All-State... Had 7,014 career rushing yards and 98 touchdowns... Scored 107 
total touchdowns, 


Cole Gest RBO59 1977 OOO Lyndhurst, OH St. Edward 
Ranked No. 77 player in Ohio by 247Sports Composite... All-State... Helped team to state 
27-3 record and state championships in 2014 and 2015... Had almost 4,000 career yards 
tushing and 50 touchdowns... As a senior, had 2,097 yards rushing and 25 touchdowns... 
Had 20 receptions for 342 yards and three touchdowns, 


Jerome Johnson DL 63 25 O06 Bassfield, MS Bassfield 
247Sports Composite rated No. 74 defensive tackle nationally and No. 31 player in 
Mississippi... Three-time All-State... Mississippi Association of Coaches Player of the Year 
for 2015... As a senior, had 88 tackles, including 20 tackles for loss, and eight quarterback 
sacks... Helped team to four consecutive state championships. 


Richard Lagow 66 20 O00 Plano, TX Cisco Community College 
Ranked No. 3 pro-style junior college quarterback and No. 87 junior college player nation- 
ally by 247Sports Composite... Had 2,285 yards passing and 21 touchdowns as a sopho- 
more... As a freshman, had 2,221 yards passing and 17 touchdowns. 
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247Sports, the Lafayette (Ind.) Lexington Catholic offen- 


HOOSIERS RECRUITING 2016 


Peyton Ramsey 

While Lagow will get the initial buzz as the older 
JUCO prospect, Indiana may have two of its future 
starting quarterbacks in the same class. Ramsey had 
a terrific senior year at powerhouse Cincinnati (Ohio) 
Elder, throwing for 2,689 yards and 26 touchdowns, 
while rushing for another 1,232 yards and 16 scores. 


SLEEPER 


Expect Kevin Wilson and his staff to go heavy in the front seven as Indiana 
has not taken many defensive linemen the last two classes. At linebacker, 

the Hoosiers will need depth as they start to face turnover at the position. 

Also some offensive linemen to help replace All-American Dan Feeney 

and the other seniors up front. 


2017 NEEDS 


— By Steve Wiltfong 


Commitiments 


‘2az7srer7= COMPOSITE 
0 Oo 201 


Average Stars 


Total Stars 62 


National Rank: 55 B10: 11 


Hometown 


Taysir Mack WR 62 19 OOO Brooklyn, NY Grand Street Campus 
247Sports Composite rated No. 7 player in New York... All-State... As a senior, had 66 recep- 
tions for 1,210 yards and 16 touchdowns... Had 45 receptions for 884 yards and 13 touch- 
downs as a junior. 


Jonah Morris ATH «6-4 200 OOO Akcon, OH Archbishop Hoban 
Ranked No. 18 athlete nationally and No. 13 player in Ohio by 247Sports Composite... All- 
State... Helped team to 14-1 record and state championship as a senior. 


TWler Nate ATH «6-0 200 OOO Euless, TX Trinity 
247Sports Composite rated No. 5 fullback nationally and No. 161 player in Texas... Had 
3,000 career rushing yards and 25 touchdowns... Completed 100 of 171 passes for 1,403 
yards and 11 touchdowns... Had seven receptions for 169 yards and two touchdowns, 


Mackenzie Nworah Oo 64 35 GOO Houston, TX Manvel 
Ranked No. 44 offensive guard nationally and No. 115 player in Texas by 247Sports Composite. 


Peyton Ramsey 0B 62 19 GOO Cincinnati, OH Elder 
247Sports Composite rated No. 49 pro-style quarterback nationally and No. 50 player in 
Ohio... Completed 570 of 900 career passes for 6,708 yards and 49 touchdowns... Had 
2,692 career rushing yards and 32 touchdowns... As a senior, had 2,689 yards passing and 
26 touchdowns. 


A’Shon Riggins 1B 60 182 OOO Hamilton, OH Hamilton 
Ranked No. 107 cornerback nationally and No. 53 player in Ohio by 247Sports Composite... 
Had 41 tackles, one quarterback sack and one interception as a senior... Had 52 receptions 
for 805 yards and six touchdowns... Had 257 yards rushing and four touchdowns. 


Ryan Smith OL 65 20 OOO Loveland, OH Moeller 
247Sports Composite rated No. 157 offensive tackle nationally and No. 83 player in Ohio. .. As a senior, 
had 48 tackles, seven quarterback sacks and two fumbles recovered. .. Had late career injury. 


Allen Stallings, IV DL 62 o°o°0 Maywood, ILOak Park and River Forest 
Ranked No. 97 weakside defensive end nationally and No. 44 player in Illinois by 247Sports 
Composite... All-State... Had 71 tackles, including 12 tackles for loss, seven quarterback 
sacks and three fumbles caused as a senior. 


Grayson Stover OL 66 25 GOO Spring Hill, FL Hudson 
247Sports Composite rated No. 77 offensive tackle nationally and No. 132 player in Florida... As 
a senior, had 87 knockdowns. .. Team averaged 275 yards rushing per game in final two seasons. 


fan Thomas TE 65 25 ooo Baltimore, MD Nassau Community College 
Ranked No. 9 junior college safety nationally by 247Sports Composite... Helped team to 10-2 
record and bowl victory... Had 23 receptions for 433 yards and three touchdowns as a sopho- 
more... As a freshman, had four receptions for 88 yards and two touchdowns in four games. 


Jayme Thompson DB 62 1% G60 Toledo, OH lowa Wester Community College 
247Sports Composite rated No. 3 junior college safety and No. 70 junior college player 
nationally... In 2014, had 81 tackles, including three tackles for loss, two interceptions and 
four passes broken up. 
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\ tatistics sometimes can be misleading. 
%, Maybe so, but try wrapping your 
\# head around this one: 

In 37 career games, Indiana right guard 
Dan Feeney has allowed just one sack. 
Not impressed? Well, then, let’s put it an- 
other way. Feeney has given up only one 
sack in 2,719 snaps. 

No wonder he earned some first-team 
All-America honors last season as a junior. 

Not bad for a guy who wasn’t heavily re- 
cruited out of high school. His only other 
offers were from Illinois and a couple of 
Mid-American Conference schools. Nebras- 
ka, Northwestern and Wisconsin showed 
interest but never offered. 

“IT signed with Indiana because | pretty 
much just fell in love with the school, fell 
in love with the coaches,” Feeney said. 
“T really liked what they brought to the 
table. They were new when I got here; 
they only had one year under their belts. 
It was kind of a risky deal coming here, 
but it’s paid off.” 

The Hoosiers have taken small, but 
steady, steps forward during Feeney’s time 
in Bloomington, going to their first bowl 
game last season since 2007. 

When the 6-4 Feeney arrived on cam- 
pus in 2012 from Orland Park, Ill., he 
weighed “only” 285 pounds. It took some 
time to adjust to the speed and size of his 
new teammates. 

But it didn’t take him long to make 
his mark. He started all 12 games at right 
guard, an Indiana record for a true fresh- 
man offensive lineman, and he was named 
a first-team Freshman All-American. 


“When you come here, you're messing ~ 


with the big dogs,” said Feeney, now up to 
310 pounds. “So it was an adjustment. But 
I liked it. I liked the competition, and I 
kind of got addicted to it. I fell in love.” 

Unfortunately, Feeney suffered a foot 
injury as a sophomore and had to take 
a medical redshirt. 

But he came back strong in 2014, again 
starting all 12 games and leading the IU 
linemen with 80 knockdowns. 

He followed that up last season with 
13 more starts and a team-leading 102 
knockdowns. 


ee eeeeececees 


With the departure of senior left tackle } 
Jason Spriggs, also a first-team All-Ameri- : 
can, Feeney definitely will be the anchor of : 
the 2016 offensive line. : 

For the record, that lone sack allowed : 
came in 2014, against Rutgers. 5 

“It was not a good play,” Feeney re- : 
called. “I take it personal when I get beat. : 
I don’t like getting beat. I don’t like to talk : 
about it.” : 


: OL DAN FEENEY 
? After earning ESPN.com 
? first-team All-America 
: honors last season, 

: Feeney decided to put 


: OL BRANDON KNIGHT 
? Knight played in 11 
? games last season as a 


: time at offensive tackle 
? and tight end, and earn- 
? ing honorable mention 

? Freshman All-Big Ten honors. ... After catching 
: his lone pass — a 22-yard TD in the victory 

? over rival Purdue in the regular-season finale 

? — he was named Indiana's Offensive 

: Newcomer of the Year. ... He will settle in at 

: left tackle this season, taking over for depart- 
: ed first-team All-American Jason Spriggs. 


| DBJAYME THOMPSON 


_ BEST AND BRIGHTEST 


‘ AFMNO™T ITATITADT TD 


V fads 


the NFL on hold and 
return for his redshirt senior 


: season. ... Has started 37 games. ... Feeney, 
: along with senior left tackle Jason Spriggs, 
? became the fifth and sixth first-team All- 

: America offensive linemen in Indiana history 
: last season. ... He figures to make the cuts 

: this season for the Outland Trophy and 

: Lombardi Award watch lists. 


; o- | oh 


true freshman, splitting 


AT. ATTOTATMAN 


Thompson enrolled at 
Indiana in January after 
transferring from lowa 
Western Community 
College. ... The 6-2, 188- 
pound junior figures to 


compete for a starting position. ... Last season 
: he was rated the No. 2 safety in junior college 
? by 247Sports. ... After redshirting in 2013 at 

: Ohio State, he helped lead lowa Western to an 


11-1 record and the 2014 national title game. 


:_... Last season he had 81 tackles and two 


interceptions for lowa Western’s 10-2 team. 


+ Photos courtesy of Indiana Athletics. 
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‘& BALL STATE | CARDINALS 


MAC record: 2-6 (5th, West) 


MAC rank:3 Record: 3-9 Stadium: Scheumann Stadium (22,500) 


By Doug Zaleski 


CARDINALS at a GLANCE 2016 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
LOCATION: Muncie, Ind. QB 15 | Riley Neal° 6-5 217 So. 
COACH: Mike Neu — At Ball State and overall, Ist year _ on pacha at A — a 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Joey Lynch WR 5 | Corey Lacanaria® 5-8 165 Jr. 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tim Dacust WR 1 | Jordan Hogue 6-0 178 Jr. 

TE 17 | Sam Brunner 6-2 240 Sr. 
LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1996 LT 78 | Drake Miller* 6-5 301 Sr. 
LAST BOWL; 2013, GoDaddy.com LG 75 | Vinnie Palazeti* 6-4 297 Sr, 
RETURNING STARTERS; 15; 6 offense, 7 defense, kicker, C64 | AndrewPoenitech 6-2 270 So. 
punter RG 73 | Pat Maloney 6-2 279 Sr. 

RT 66 | Steven Bell 6-4 298 Sr. 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Riley Neal, RB Darian Green, DEFENSE 
RB James Gilbert, WR KeVonn Mabon, DE Anthony Winbush, DE 98 | Anthony Winbush 6-1 228 Sr. 
LB Sean Wiggins DT 93 | Kevin Willis’ 6-2 305 Jr. 
Stee ce ee cccocueinta teataetintaneeeaianaiadaeenetnooeaoomeeceisemmenselanealien NT 55 | John Whitman III* 6-1 298 Sr. 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Much is expected of Neal after DE), B75) {dosha Fasley* 6-1 252 Sr. 
delivering a strong performance last year as a true freshman. oa ; eae mn oan =. 
He'll give the offense plenty of options to move the ball with LB 7 | Aaron Taylor® 5-11 205 Sr. 
his passing game and ability to run and absorb a hit. The run CB 23 | Marc Walton 5-9 177 So. 
game is balanced behind the two-pronged attack of Green CB 20 | Darius Conaway® 6-1 189 Sr. 
and Gilbert. SS 45 | Lamont McPhatter 5-10 183 Jr. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS; Oh, that defense. Much improve- FS 21 | Martez Hester® 6-3 207 Sr. 
ment is required after ranking at or near the bottom of the SPECIAL TEAMS 
Mid-American Conference in most defensive categories last K 22 | Morgan Hagee* 5-11 158 50. 
season. The Cardinals can't give up 35.8 points a game again P 12 | Kyle Schmidt® 6-2 215 Sr. 
and expect their offense to win a shootout each week. 

*Returning starters in Bold 

\ 2016 SCHEDULE 
OFFENSE £ at Georgia State 

New Cardinals head coach Mike Neu loves what KeVONN MABON at Indiana 
he’s working with at the skill positions. The Cardinals Photo by John Mersits Cal Sport AP Images Sept. 17 EASTERN KENTUCKY 
return six starters on offense, including their quarter- Sept. 24 at FAU 
back, top two running backs and two starting receivers. - ;, 

Quarterback Riley Neal, who has ideal size at “Everybody is having more fun and mae F beeen Ae 
6-5, 217 pounds, moved into the starting lineup as  @Ngaging in the game, whereas last year | 4. i.¢ at Buffalo 
a true freshman and started the final nine games. we had guys that were frustrated when Oct. 22 AKRON 

His numbers in 2015 stacked up well with the sec- —_ they didn’t get the ball.” Nov. 1 WESTERN MICHIGAN 
ond tier of Mid-American Conference quarterbacks as — WR KeVonn Mabon Nov. 8 EASTERN MICHIGAN 
he passed for 2,276 yards with 16 touchdowns and just N 2 16 tToled 
six interceptions, three of which came in one game. ing with each other. Two starters return from that He Mb gst 

Two areas in which Neu is looking for Neal toim- group, and improvement is clearly needed throughout owes sasbie sia he 
prove are accuracy (he completed 58 percent of his the secondary. 2015 RESULTS 
throws) and getting the ball downfield more (the Car- 
dinals averaged just 10 yards per completion). SPECIAL TEAMS w VME 46-36 

KeVonn Mabon, the team’s No. 2 receiver last year, Ball State has veterans in the kicking game with a eb ares Eos 
hauled in 70 passes for 745 yards and figuresto bethe _place-kicker Morgan Hagee and punter Kyle Schmidt. Ww at Eastern Michigan 28-17 
top threat in the passing attack. Corey Lacanaria was = Hagee made 16 of 21 field goal attempts last season. L at Northwestern 19-24 
third last year with 45 catches. Four of his misses came from 40 yards or longer. L TOLEDO 10-24 

Darian Green rushed for a team-best 730 yards last Schmidt averaged 39.7 yards per punt and had 21 of L at Northern Illinois 41-59 
season and James Gilbert chipped in with 608. They'll his 58 kicks drop inside the 20-yard line. 
look to become bigger factors in the passing game L GEORGIA STATE 19-31 
after combining for just 17 receptions in 2015. OVERVIEW L CENTRAL MICHIGAN 21-23 

Only two starters return on the line, so developing The Cardinals played in bowl games in 2012 and 2013, Ww MASSACHUSETTS 20-10 
that position remains a focus for fall camp. but they slumped to records of 5-7 and 3-9 in the past L at Western Michigan 7-54 

two seasons, going 6-10 in conference action. Fifth-year L at Ohio 31-48 
DEFENSE coach Pete Lembo surprisingly resigned right before L BOWLING GREEN 10-48 

The reconstruction is under way after the Cardinals Christmas to become assistant head coach/special teams 
showed one of the softest defenses in the MAC last coordinator at Maryland. Former Cardinal QB Mike Neu 2015 RANKINGS 
year. They allowed 518 yards a game, second-worst in _(;ggo-9g) was hired to jump start Ball State, and he has aie SS ane 
the league. They couldn't stop passing attacks, yield- focused on returning enthusiasm to the program. Scoring 23.1 102 
ing a league worst 292.5 yards a contest. Rushing 153.3 90 

The overhaul starts with a stronger push from the front TOP NEWCOMER Se ona oa 
seven. Anthony Winbush led the team in sacks with five, F P ; 
and Joshua Posley fell short of expectations with only 2.5. DT Chris Crumb: He $ one of the top incoming DEFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Ball Staté needs better numbers from the end spate. freshmen in Ball State 's 2016 recruiting class, and he Scoring 35.8 T-108 

ites has an opportunity to get on the field as a first-year Rushing 225.5 T-114 

Sean Wiggins proved to be a playmaker at weak- fj dsh deli t At 6-1, 260 Passing 292.5 122 
side linebacker, but more help is needed in the middle. Pp ati sol et KONG eI ae Nhe aa rhia aie Total 518.0 121 

he’ll have to work hard against bigger offensive line- 

The secondary was burned often last season, many men, but he has the ability to be disruptive TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 
times blowing coverages or simply not communicat- Z ; +1 + 0.08 T-58 
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IOWA 


J» HAWKEVE 


For more coverage of the Hawkeyes, visit iowa.247Sports.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Greg Davis 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Phil Parker 


STADIUM: Kinnick Stadium: 70,585 


TOUGHER PATH AHEAD IN 2016, BUT HAWKEYES WILL BE BACK 


2015 regular season. The postseason 

was bumpy, but the Hawkeyes did 
make their first Big Ten Championship 
Game and appeared in their first Rose Bowl 
in 25 years. 

It was an amazing about-face from the end 
of the 2014 season, when Iowa plummeted 
to 7-6, gagged in the TaxSlayer Bowl and 
watched season tickets drop 17 percent in 
the offseason. 

No one is complaining as 2016 draws closer. 

Season tickets are on the uptick and — 
with the return of quarterback C.J. Beath- 
ard, cornerback Desmond King and most 
of the offensive and defensive lines — 
lowa is Lindy’s favorite in the Big Ten West 
Division. 

One element that drove Iowa last sea- 
son was 21 seniors. From center Austin 
Blythe to linebacker Cole Fisher to run- 
ning back Jordan Canzeri, the entire 
group hit its stride and pushed the Hawk- 
eyes to a special season. 

Coach Kirk Ferentz knows Iowa will have to 
summon a similar effort from the new seniors. 
In Iowa City, the difference between 12-0 and 
8-4 is a razor’s edge, and the maturity of a se- 
nior class can make all the difference. 

“With us, it’s always a fine line, winning 
and losing. I think that’s pretty true just 
about anywhere, and certainly in Iowa that 
is the case. Every step we take is important,” 
Ferentz said. 

“Any time you have a good football team 
and you lose 21 seniors, certainly there’s a lot 
of work to do, That's the case for us.” 

lowa’s defense, with eight returning start- 
ers, should pick up where it left off last sea- 
son. The offense, with five returning starters, 
begins in a good place, but it will be on the 
hunt for playmakers. 

Pass rush is a question mark after defensive 
end Drew Ott’s bid for a medical hardship 
waiver was denied. There are critical openings 
that need new names, new stars. These are the 
“players to be named later” that Iowa needs to 
find if it wants another wonderful run. 


OFFENSE 


Iowa endured a five-alarm fire when, dur- 


[= enjoyed a 12-0 run through the 


ing the final week of spring practice, senior 
quarterback C.J. Beathard took a hit on his 
throwing shoulder. Beathard, a second-team 
All-Big Ten pick last season, sat out of the 
spring game, but said an MRI showed no 
damage and that it was just a bruise. 

Disaster averted. 

Beathard triggered the offense last sea- 
son with big plays in critical situations. He 
posted completion percentages above 60 per- 
cent when the team was in third-and-10 (or 
longer), in the fourth quarter and when Iowa 
held leads of seven points or fewer. 

Beathard is the rallying leader of this team, 
and his importance is underlined by the un- 
certainty behind him on the depth chart. 
Sophomore Tyler Wiegers saw very limited 
action last season. Promising redshirt fresh- 
man Drew Cook is next in line. 

Running back likely will fall into a “hot 
hand” rotation, much as it did last season. 

Senior LeShun Daniels and his 225-pound 
frame will get first crack at 20 to 25 carries 
per game, but junior Akrum Wadley proved 
himself as a serious speed and playmaker 
last season. He will contend for a package 
of about 15 carries a game, including the 
passing game, where he'll be able to make 
plays in space. 

Iowa’s running game last season was 
among the Big Ten’s best, logging 2,544 yards 
(the second-best total in Ferentz’s 17 seasons 
as head coach) and 35 touchdowns (best of 
the Ferentz era). 

That, of course, was driven by a talented 
offensive line that returns three starters (Sean 
Welsh, Boone Myers and Cole Croston). Ju- 
nior Ike Boettger started the first half of last 
season at right tackle before missing most of 
the final seven games with an ankle injury. 
He also returns. 

Welsh, who played guard and a few games 
at tackle last season, might move to center, 
a spring experiment that could become per- 
manent. Sophomore James Daniels, who 
logged a few starts as a true freshman last 
year, will find a place at guard or center. 

Beyond Wadley, one big question is who 
are the home run-hitting playmakers? 

Wide receiver Matt VandeBerg should be 
one. Last season, he caught 65 passes, most 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent "15 Record 
Sept. 3 MIAMI (OH) 3-9 
Sept. 10 IOWA STATE 3-9 
Sept. 17 NORTH DAKOTA STATE 13-2 
Sept. 24 at Rutgers 4-8 
Oct. 1 NORTHWESTERN 10-3 
Oct. 8 at Minnesota 6-7 
Oct. 15 at Purdue 2-10 
Oct. 22 WISCONSIN 10-3 
Nov, 5 at Penn State 7-6 
Nov. 12 MICHIGAN 10-3 
Nov. 19 at Illinois 5-7 
Nov, 25 NEBRASKA 6-7 


RESULTS 


Ww ILLINOIS STATE 31-14 
W at lowa State 31-17 
W PITTSBURGH 27-24 
W NORTH TEXAS 62-16 
W at Wisconsin 10-6 
W ILLINOIS 29-20 
W at Northwestern 40-10 
W MARYLAND 31-15 
W at Indiana 35-27 
WwW MINNESOTA 40-35 
W PURDUE 40-20 
WwW at Nebraska 28-20 
Big Ten Championship Game 
L vs. Michigan State 13-16 
Rose Bowl 
L vs. Stanford 16-45 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 
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LOCATION: 


lowa City, lowa 

2015: 

12-2 overall, 8-0 Big Ten (1st, West) 
COACH: 


Kirk Ferentz — At lowa: 127-87, 
17 years; overall: 139-108, 20 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 


13; 5 offense, 8 defense 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB C.J. Beathard, RB LeShun Daniels, 
RB Akrum Wadley, WR Matt VandeBerg, 
TE George Kittle, DT Jaleel Johnson, 
LB Josey Jewell, CB Desmond King 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 


The offensive line returns four players 
who logged multiple starts and another 
who played a ton of minutes. O-lines 
are gold in the Big Ten West and this 
could be lowa’s best unit. lowa’s cor- 
ners have 64 career starts, and the 
middle of the D will be stout. Beathard 
is a bona fide talent. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 


Lack of depth ate away at lowa’s 
defense last season. The quest there 
will be finding more than six capable 
D-linemen. lowa’s receiving corps lacks 
experience, depth and big-play threats. 
Does lowa have enough playmakers? 
How about the pass rush? 


KEY LOSSES: 

RB Jordan Canzeri, WR Tevaun Smith, 
TE Henry Krieger Coble, C Austin 
Blythe, OG Jordan Walsh, DE Drew Ott, 
DE Nate Meier, FS Jordan Lomax, 

K Marshall Koehn 


OVERVIEW: 

lowa is coming off an historic 2015. 
Sure, the margin for error was narrow, 
but the Hawkeyes still put together the 
talent to withstand the Big Ten sched- 
ule, so it is not like the season was 

a fluke. lowa has experience in a lot 
of the right areas — quarterback, 
both lines — and the pieces are in 
place for another surge. 


KEY NUMBER: 


5 Number of games won by lowa last 
season by eight points or fewer. 


Le 


Ss 


for an Iowa wide receiver in a season since 
2011. He also was fourth in the Big Ten last 
season with 17 receptions that converted 
third downs. 

Sophomore Jerminic Smith is another 
wide receiver who’ll be counted on for big 
plays. He caught only six passes as a true 
freshman last season, but in a game against 
Illinois when every yard counted, Smith 
came up with four catches for 118 yards. 

Senior tight end George Kittle also 
should be a trusted playmaker. He caught 
20 passes last season — six going for touch- 
downs. At 6-4, 235, Kittle showed the total 
tight end package last season, proving him- 
self as an excellent blocker and a matchup 
headache on any given play. 


DEFENSE 


lowa’s defense struck gold in January, 
when All-American cornerback Desmond 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 

0B C.J. Beathard* Sr.  Second-team all-league. Big arm, athletic. Unquestioned leader. — Tyler Wiegers, So. 

RB _LeShun Daniels Sr. _ If 225-pounder stays healthy, could be a 1,000-yard rusher. Akrum Wadley, Jr. 

SE —_Jerminic Smith So. Potential deep threat for offense that needs a deep threat. Jay Scheel, So. 

WR Matt VandeBerg* Sr. Caught team-high 65 passes last season. Jonathan Parker, Jr. 

WR Riley McCarron Sr. Looking to build on decent junior year. Lots of competition here. Adrian Falconer, So. 

TE George Kittle Sr. — Excellent athlete and a potential game-changer. Jon Wisnieski, Jr. 

{T Cole Croston* Sr. Former walk-on (now on scholarship) started 10 games in‘15. Brett Waechter, Fr. 

LG Boone Myers* Jf. Former walk-on is moving from tackle to guard this season. Ryan Ward, Sr. 

C Sean Welsh* Jr. Perhaps lowa’s best OL. Moved to center in spring. Steve Ferentz, Sr. 

RG James Daniels So. Offseason knee surgery; didn’t work out until late in spring. Keegan Render, So. 

RT _ Ike Boettger Jr. Terrific as a run-blocker; improving on passing downs. Dalton Ferguson, So. 

PK — Miguel Recinos So. _ lowa could go with two PKs, with Recinos handling long kicks. Mick Ellis, So. 
*Returning Starter in Bold 

POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 

DE Parker Hesse* So. Played a ton as a redshirt freshman; seasoned and steady. Anthony Nelson, Fr. 

DT _—_Jaleel Johnson* Sr. _ All-Big Ten candidate; constant force in the middle last year. Faith Ekakitie, Sr. 

DT Nathan Bazata* Jr. lowa’s highest-graded D-lineman in 2015. Jake Hulett, Jr. 

DE — Matt Nelson So. 6-8, 270-pounder has great range off the edge. Sam Brincks, So. 

LB Josey Jewell* Jr. Second-team All-Big Ten; hits you and you stay hit. Ryan Garbutt, Fr. 

LB Ben Niemann* Jf. — Was tremendous in shoring up lowa’s edge defense in 2015. Bo Bower, Jr. 

LB. Aaron Mends So. Physically gifted; growing football |0 could lead to big year. Jack Hockaday, So. 

CBs Desmond King* Sr. — Coming off one of the most decorated seasons at lowa. Joshua Jackson, So. 

CB Greg Mabin* Sr. 26 career starts; missed spring practice with shoulder injury. Michael Ojemudia, Fr. 

SS Miles Taylor* Jr. 69 tackles in first season as a starter; broke up four passes. Anthony Gair, Sr. 

FS ——_ Brandon Snyder So. Great size (6-1, 210) and is a physical finisher. Jake Gervase, So. 

P Colten Rastetter Fr. — Walk-on gets his chance to claim job long-term. Ben Canby, Fr. 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


King said he would return for his senior 
year. King led the Big Ten with eight in- 
terceptions last season and won the Jim 
Thorpe Award as the nation’s top defen- 
sive back. 

Leaving for the NFL seemed like a logical 
move, but King wanted to graduate with 
his class, giving Iowa’s defense another 
year with one of the most decorated play- 
ers in its history. 

The middle of lowa’s defense is gold, too. 

Linebacker Josey Jewell earned sec- 
ond-team All-Big Ten honors in his 
first- full season as a starter. The 6-2, 
230-pounder finished second in the Big 
Ten with 126 tackles to go along with 
four interceptions. Jewell also has filled 
a leadership position, becoming the first 
sophomore to be named captain during 
the Ferentz era. 

Defensive tackle Jaleel Johnson made 
a splash in his first season as a starter 
with 5.5 tackles for loss, including 3.5 
sacks. He will be a consistent force in the 


middle of lowa’s defensive line. Junior 
Nathan Bazata also returns. He had five 
tackles for loss, including three sacks, in 
his first season as a starter. 

Outside linebacker Ben Niemann, who 
earned honorable mention All-Big Ten 
honors, fortified the Hawkeyes’ edge de- 
fense last season, something that was a se- 
rious problem in 2014. He sat out spring 
practice after ankle surgery but should be 
good this fall. 

With King as the anchor, Iowa has 
a chance to have the best secondary in 
the Big Ten. Cornerback Greg Mabin, 
out with a shoulder injury this spring, is 
a three-year starter. Strong safety Miles 
Taylor had a solid first season as a starter. 
Walk-on Brandon Snyder is new at free 
safety. He brings a big frame (6-1, 210 
pounds) and proved to be a strong tackler 
in spring practice. 

Pass rush isn’t a lost cause, but it is 
a question mark. 

Iowa lost on a bid for a medical hard- 
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Desmond King, CB, Senior (5-11, 200, 4.54) 


NDS Rank: No. 1 CB in class of 2017 


A probable first-round pick had he entered the 2016 class, King returns to the Hawkeyes for his 
senior season after leading the Big Ten in interceptions (eight) in 2015. He's rarely the fastest 
player on the field, but King competes with contagious swagger and elite ball-skills, reading, 
anticipating and attacking. King has a chance to be the first cornerback drafted next spring. 


C.J. Beathard, OB, Redshirt Senior (6-2, 209, 4.86) 


NDS Rank: No. 2 QB in class of 2017 


Beathard, who is the grandson of former NFL general manager Bobby Beathard, became the 
Hawkeyes’ full-time starter as a junior last season, completing 61.6 percent of his passes with 
a 17-to-5 touchdown-to-interception ratio. He lacks elite arm strength and measureables, but 
he doesn't play reckless with the football; scouts are expecting big things in 2016. 


Josey Jewell, LB, Redshirt Junior (6-2, 230, 4.74) 


NDS Rank: No. 5 ILB in class of 2018 


Jewell was undersized out of high school, and lowa was the only FBS program to offer him 
a scholarship (and that came at the last moment). But he is making the Hawkeyes look 
smart, coming off a breakout 2015 season with a team-best 126 tackles. Jewell has 
average size/speed numbers, but it’s his read/react skills that make him productive. 


ship waiver and a fifth year for defensive 
end Drew Ott, who had 12.5 sacks and 
19.5 tackles for loss in his two seasons as 
a starter. Even though he was rehabbing 
after surgeries on knee and elbow liga- 
ments, Ott would have been exactly what 
lowa needed. 

Now, sophomores Parker Hesse and Matt 
Nelson get bigger roles. 

Hesse played a lot as a redshirt fresh- 
man last season, making two sacks. He 
also had a pick-six that helped turn 
around Iowa’s victory at Nebraska in its 
season finale. Nelson, a heralded recruit, 
is a unique package at 6-8, 270 pounds. He 
has grown into his body since his arrival 
and is poised to make his first significant 
contribution. 

It’s no secret Iowa’s defense lost steam 
late in November. The Hawkeyes need to 
build depth on the defensive line. If it can 


2013 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PERGAME RANK 
26.3 80 
179.9 50 
197.1 T-93 
377.0 84 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PERGAME RANK 
18.9 9 
128.4 19 
174.7 9 


303.1 6 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


RANK 
T-68 -6 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
=i - 0.1 


2014 RANKINGS 


PER GAME 


163.1 61 
237.0 55 
400.1 63 


PER GAME 


168.3 64 
175.9 7 
344.2 22 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
0.46 


— Dane Brugler, NFLDraftScout.com 


push eight players into the rotation, the 
Big Ten West favorite will have a chance to 
finish better. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Iowa’s special teams are one big “help 
wanted” sign right now. The Hawkeyes lose 
punter Dillon Kidd and kicker Marshall 
Koehn, who won the Pitt game with a 57- 
yard field goal as time ran out. 

Iowa will have as many as nine can- 
didates for the two main specialist 
roles. Sophomores Miguel Recinos and 
Mick Ellis are the front-runners at kick- 
er. Redshirt freshman Colten Rastetter 
was the No. 1 punter coming out of the 
spring. 

Desmond King again will return punts 
and kicks. He finished second in the Big 
Ten last season with 14.2 yards per punt re- 
turn and was fourth in kick returns (24.4). 


2015 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


RANK 
28.2 68 


PERGAME RANK 
30.9 54 
181.7 49 
204.4 89 
386.1 72 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


RANK 
25.6 50 


PERGAME RANK 
20.4 19 
121.4 15 
219.6 60 
341.0 22 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
+11 + 0.79 


RANK 
T-11 


RANK 
102 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


During its 12-0 season and bid for the 
College Football Playoff, Iowa heard a lot 
about its lack of schedule strength. The 
Hawkeyes did play a good Pitt team in the 
non-conference, but they missed the top 
four teams from the Big Ten East. 

This time around, the Hawkeyes face 
a couple of tricky non-conference games — 
the annual rivalry against Iowa State (and 
new coach Matt Campbell), and FCS na- 
tional champion North Dakota State. Both 
games, however, are in Kinnick Stadium ... 
and the Bison no longer have quarterback 
Carson Wentz. 

The big difference this season is that 
Iowa traded out Big Ten East crossovers 
with Maryland and Indiana for tougher 
matchups at Penn State and against 
Michigan. 

Bottom line, though: Iowa still has the 
most favorable schedule in the Big Ten 
West, as the Hawkeyes get Wisconsin, 
Northwestern and Nebraska at home. 

— Marc Morehouse 


Se 
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NOTEBOOK 


Fs time lowa running back Akrum Wadley 


steps on a scale in the football facilities, it’s 

measuring so much more than his weight. 
When Wadley began his career in 2013, he came 
in around 165 pounds. The lowa staff was OK with 
that. They knew when they recruited Wadley that he 
was an undersized running back, with elusiveness 
being the strength of his game. 

During his redshirt freshman season in 2014, 
Wadley struggled with fumbles. That carried 
over into 2015, with a fumble in the opener. 
Wadley didn’t see another carry for two games. 
Part of him being undersized was not being 
strong enough. 

So, the scale turned out to be a measure of trust. 
if Wadley was doing his work in the weight room, 
extra pounds meant extra strength in order to hold 
onto the football. 

It all came together in Week 7 last year at North- 
western, when Wadley rushed for 204 yards and 
four touchdowns on 26 carries. 

“It’s all about trust,” Wadley said. “They didn’t 
trust me a lot and that was on me. | had to take 
responsibility.” 

© Cornerback Desmond King visited Oklahoma 
City, Atlanta, Connecticut and Columbus, Ohio, dur- 
ing an offseason whirlwind when he received every 
award for defensive backs. 

During the stop in Oklahoma City for the Jim 
Thorpe Award, King picked up a brown felt cow- 
boy hat that he wore to an lowa basketball game 
last winter. 

It was an internet sensation that inspired two 
Twitter accounis. 

e lowa finished 13th in the Big Ten last season 
with 30 sacks allowed. In the Big Ten Championship 
Game, Michigan State sacked lowa three times. 
Stanford more than doubled that with seven against 
lowa in the Rose Bowl. 

“Yes, pass protection is a priority this offseason,” 
offensive line coach Brian Ferentz said. 

“That's the No. 1 priority right now. In 2013, we 
gave up 15 ... so to double that number in two years, 
| think that’s alarming and certainly, when you look 
at what we did down the stretch, that's alarming.” 


QUTSIDER'S VIEW 


“One of the most impressive things about visiting lowa 
every spring is how they practice. It's always about fun- 
damentals, efficiency and physical play. This year was no 
different, but you couldn’t help but notice this was a high- 
ly-motivated team. Going 0-2 in the postseason appears 
to have motivated this team to build on last year and enter 
the 2016 season with momentum and confidence. 

“Confidence has a lot to do with the head coach, 
Staff and quarterback. lowa will be one of the favorites 
in the West, with C.J. Beathard returning at quarter- 
back in a conference that has only half of its starting 
quarterbacks coming back. 

“Desmond King gives the defense leadership and play- 
making ability. There are some key losses on both sides of 
the line, but based on the way they practice, younger play- 
ers are constantly being developed. Expectations should be 
high, and | get the feeling this team will be up to it.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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HAWKEYES SPRING ROSTER 


Quarterback Pos. HL Wk Yr. Hometown 65 Jordan Walsh OL 6-4 290 Sr. Glendale Heights, IL 
16 C.J, Beathard QB 62 209 Sr Franklin, TN 73. Ryan Ward OL 6-5 200 Sr. Homer Glen, iL 
11 Ryan Boyle QB 6-2 215 Fr. West Des Moines 79 Sean Welsh OL 63 288 Jr. Springboro, OH 
18 _ Drew Gook QB 65 220 Fr. lowa City Defensive Linemen Pos, Ht Wt Yr. Hometown 
15 _ Ryan Schmidt QB 6-5 220 Fr, Linn-Mar 99 ‘NathanBazata DL 6-2 284 Jr. Howells, NE 
8 _ Tyler Wiegers QB 64 222 So. Lake Orion, Ml_ = 99 ‘SamBrincks DE 6-5 260 So. Carroll 
Running Backs Pos, Ht Wk Yr. Hometown $7 Darian Cooper OL 6-2 282 Sr. Elkridge, MD 
47 Lane Akre FB 46-0 220 Fr. Geneseo, IL 56 Faith Ekakitie DL 6-3 290 Sr Brampton, Ontario 
33 JordanCanzel =—RB 5-9 192 Sr. Troy,NY 7 DanielGaffey DL 6-2 260 Jr. ie 
38 Adam Cox FB 5-11 234 Sr. Chana,iL «0_JacobGiese = DL_ 6-3 270 Fr. West Branch 
29 LeShun Daniels, Jr. RB 6-0 225 Sr. Warren, OH 72 Brant Gressel DL 6-2 280 Jr Centerville, OH 
23 Eric Graham RB 5-9 195 Ft Prattville, AL 40_ Parker Hesse DL 6-3 240 So. Waukon 
26 Marcel Joly RB BAL 185 So. Hyattsville, MD 88 Jake Hulett DL 6-3 265 Jr Springville 
41 Austin Kelly FB 5-11 246 So. Hickory Hillis, L_ -«53_Gamet Jansen’ DL_ 6-2 255 Fr _ Pella 
9 _ Drake Kulick FB 6-1 228 Jr. “Muscatine a aie ohrson ne 3 ae ee tomar it 
30 SteveManders FB 6-1 235 Jr Crofton, MD Z 
32 Derrick Mitchell, Jz RB 6-1 212 Jr. “St.Louis, mo «88 _Anthony Nelson DE_6-7_250_Fr. Prost 
42 Macon Plewa FR 6-2 244 Sr ~ Franklin, WI 96 Matt Nelson DE 68 270 So. Cedar Rapids 
36 Brady Ross = ea Humbort «= 2_Drew Ott DL 6-4 272 Sr. Trumbull, NE 
25 Akrum Wadley -RB 5-11 185 Jr Nowark, nj -91_Brady Reif Does BE Parketan SD 
= : 94 Michael Slater DE 6-2 265 Fr. St. Louis, MO 
Wide Receivers Pos. HE Wt Yr. Hometown 49 Melvin Spears DE 6-2 268 Sr. ~ Allen, TX 
2 Brandon Bishop WR 5-9 170 So. Sugar Grove, IL 61_ Kyle Terlouw DL 6-4 288 Sr. Sully 
2 Atsian Falconer WR, 6B =100 2 50. Leesburg, Fi. Linebackers Pos, HL Wt Yr Hometown 
84 Andre Harris WR 6-0 185 Jr. Kirkwood, MOAB Bower IB 64) 228 de West Branch 
pa ED LS aD Somerset, TX 35 Cole Fisher OLB 6-2 236 Sr, Omaha, NE 
15 Joshua Jackson WR 6-1 185 So. Corinth, >> Angelo Garbult LB 6-2 210 So, Carraliton, TX 
14 Connor Keane WR 6-1 195 Jr St. Paul, MN 45 Eric Grimm 1B. 6-2 200 So. Damases, MD 
83); Hlley MoCarron _ WR 6-81 700'Se Dubuque 48. Jack Hockaday +(LB 6-1 215 So. Forsyth, IL 
21 Ronald Nash WR 6-2 210 So. Sioux City 43 Josey Jewell 0b 6220 Ie Decorah 
6 Emmanuel Ogwo— WR_6-0'- 170 Fr. Mesquite,™X > Justin Jinning «LB «6-2 210 Fr. The Colony, TX 
10 Jonathan Parker WA 5-8 185 Jr. St.Louis,MO 31—Aaron Mends Ip 60212 So. Kansas City, MO” 
3_JayScheel___WR_6-1_ 185 _ So, Mount Aubum 44 Ben Niemann LB 6-3. 225 Jr. ~ Sycamore, IL 
4 Tevaun Smith WR 6-2 205 Sr. Toronto, Ontario 39 Travis Perry 1B. 6-3 234 Sr, ~ Urbandale 
§_Jerminic Smith _ WR 6-1 180 So. __ Garland, Jacob Sobotka ++LB 6-3 225 So, Clearfield 
20 Andrew Stone WR 5-11 175) Sr. Cedar Falls 29 Nick Wilson 1B 6-2 206 Fr. “Granger 
El Brandon 20 Defensive Backs Pos. Ht Wt Yr. Hometown 
Tight Ends Pos. Ht Wt Yr. Hometown 7 Sean Draper DB 6-0 190 Sr. Cleveland, OH 
87__ Jake Duzoy. Te. 64, 1248" ‘Sr. ___Troy,Ml_ 33 Maurice Fleming DB 6-0 205 Sr. Chicago, IL 
lt A Norman, OK 32 Anthony Gair +B 6-2 210 St. Plano, TX 
ee TE $4 35) _S:_Meunt Pleasant 39" Jake Gervase DB 6-1 200 So. Davenport 
= : 14 Desmond King DB 5-11 200 Sr. Detroit, Mich 
86 Peter Pekar TE 6-4 245 dr. __ Greendale, WI $c kaahKanue = DB ea 28 ' Ankeny” 
85 Nate Vejvoda Te 65 215 Fr ant ae ae peer Mathoro, MD 
a 
4 John Milani DB 61 165 fr. ~+~«Wowa City 
83 chet Blythe Olea 6:8) 200 1c Williamsburg 44 Michael Ojemudia 0B 6-2 190 Fr. Farmington Hills, Ml 
a 
78 James Daniels OL 64 285 So Warren, OH 19 Miles Taylor DB 6-0 195 Jr Silver Spring, MD_ 
54. Steve Ferentz OL 62278 Fy Towa City 5 Omar Truitt OB 5-11 185 So. Fort Washington, MD 
76 Dalton Ferguson OL 6-4 307 So. Soon 26_Kevin Ward DB 64 205 Jr. Homer Glen, IL 
74 Mitch Keppy OL 6-5 300 Sr. Port Byron, IL Specialists Pos. Ht Wk Yr. Hometown 
70 LucasleGrand OL 6-5 280 So. Dubuque 00 BenCanby =P G1 210 Fr Mount Pleasant 
52 Boone Myers Oo 65 300 Jr Webster City 2 Mick Ellis K 5-10 180 So. Allen, TX 
57 JakeNewborg OL 6-3 280 Fr. Inwood 16 _Dilllon Kidd P 6-2 215 Sr. Deerfield Beach, FL 
66 Levi Paulsen OL 65 200 Fr. Moville 97 Tyler Kluver tS 6-0 220 Jt Marshalltown 
68 Landan Paulsen OL 6-5 290 Fr, Moville 1  MarshallKoehn PK 6-0 200 Sr Solon 
69 KeeganRender OL 6-4 305 So. Indianola 6 _ Josh Proehl K 5-9 180 Fr Solon 
59 RossReynolds OL 6-4 300 So. Waukee 7 ColtenRastetter P 6-2 205 Fr. Guttenberg 
58 Eric Simmons OL 6-2 295 Sr. Madrid -91_MiguelRecinos = -K_—6-1_ 180 So. Mason City 
7i BrettWaechter OL 65 275 Fr. Hartley 50 Jackson Subbert LS 6-3 205 Fr. ~ Williamsburg 
Name GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pet Yards TD Long Avg/G 
PASSING C.J.Beathard 14 1395 223 362 5 61.6 2809 17 8 2006 
T. Wiegers 4 142.2 3 4 0 75.0 32 0 22 8.0 
Name GP No. Yards Avg TD Long Avg/G 
RECEIVING M.VandeBerg 14 65 703 108 4 48 50.2 
H. Krieger-Coble 14 35 «405 «(11.6 1 3228.9 
T. Smith 13 32 563 17.6 3 8 433 
Name GP 
RUSHING J. Canzeri 12 183 1029 45 984 54 12 75 820 
L. Daniels 12 #145 #4665 419 646 45 8 51 53.8 
83 509 13 496 6.0 7 65 55.1 


Sacks: N. Meier 7, D. Ott 5, J. Johnson 4, B. Niemann 4 
Interceptions: D. King 8, J. Jewell 4, G. Mabin 2 
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PORTS 


Cedrick Lattimore 


right into the Hawkeyes defensive line rotation. 
Lattimore had 17 sacks as a senior. 


Amani Hooker 


+ at Minneapolis (Minn.) Park Center, which included 

11 interceptions. Lined up all over the field and comes 
in physically ready to help the Hawkeyes push for 
another New Year's six bowl. 


_ Emmanuel Rugamba 

\\ Asmooth route runner with reliable hands, 

\ the Naperville (Ill.) Central product caught 112 passes 
/ for 1,615 yards and 11 touchdowns as a senior. 

He also made an impact in the secondary. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


Toks Akinribade RB O60 25 SOG Brownsburg, IN Brownsburg 
247Sports Composite rated No. 39 running back nationally and No. 8 player in Indiana... As a 
senior, had 1,500 yards rushing and 16 touchdowns... Had 1,200 yards rushing and 15 touch- 
downs as a junior. 


Cole Banwart OL 64 20 OOO Otlosen Algona 
Ranked No. 9 player in lowa by 247Sports Composite... All-State... Had 30 tackles (17 solo), 
including eight tackles for loss, and four quarterback sacks as a senior... Helped team to state 
playoffs... As a junior, had 38 tackles (22 solo). 


Shaun Beyer TE 65 2100 GOO Shellsburg Cedar Rapids Kenney 
247Sports Composite rated No. 4 player in lowa... All-State... Metro Player of the Year... As a 
senior, had 43 receptions for 853 yards and 11 touchdowns... Had 682 yards rushing and five 
touchdowns... Averaged 44.6 yards on 36 punts, with a long of 76 yards... Had 62 tackles (45 
Her ence 13 tackles for loss, six quarterback sacks and one interception returned for 
touchdown. 


Lance Billings DB 60 17% GOO OH Clearview 
Ranked No. 72 safety nationally by 247Sports Composite... All-Conference and All-District as a 
senior... Played defensive back and wide receiver... Led team in receiving yards. 


Cedric Boswell DBO 511 15 Ooo Beverly Hills, Ml Groves 
247Sports Composite rated No. 37 player in Michigan... All-State... Played defensive back and 
funning back... Helped team to 11-1 record and state playoffs. 


Noah Fant TE 65 oo60 Omaha, NE Omaha South 
Ranked No. 33 athlete nationally and No. 1 player in Nebraska by 247Sports Composite... All- 
State... Played tight end and defensive end... Holds school record for receptions and touchdowns 
in a season and career. 
Golston 


BD 65 27 800 Detroit, Mi 


Chauncey East English Village 
247Sports Composite rated No. 43 strongside defensive end nationally and No. 24 player in 
Michigan... All-State... As a senior, had 43 tackles and nine quarterback sacks... Helped team 
to state playoffs for three consecutive years... Had 53 tackles and 13 quarterback sacks as a 
junior. 


Tw. Hockenson 65 30 Soo Chariton Chariton 
Ranked No. 63 tight end nationally and No. 6 player in lowa by 247Sports Composite... Three- 
time All-State... Played tight end and defensive back... Had 85 receptions for 1,219 yards and 
17 touchdowns as a senior... Had 39 tackles, four quarterback sacks and two interceptions... As 
a junior, had 73 receptions for 1,116 yards and 18 touchdowns. 


Amani Hooker 1B 60 23 GOO Minneapolis, MIN Park Center 
247Sports Composite rated No. 35 safety nationally and No. 4 player in Minnesota... All-State... 
Played defensive back, quarterback, running back and wide receiver... As a senior, had 11 inter- 
ceptions. 


Alaric Jackson OL 67 25 oOo Detroit, Mi Renaissance 
Ranked No. 56 offensive tackle nationally and No. 16 player in Michigan by 247Sports 
Composite... All-State... Played offensive and defensive line. 


Amani Jones 1B 60 2155 GOO Chicago, IL Phillips 
247Sports Composite rated No. 60 inside linebacker nationally and No. 39 player in Illinois... 
Helped team to state championship as a senior, despite missing part of season due to injury. 


Cedrick Lattimore DE 65 200 O00 Retford, Mil 

Ranked No. 22 strongside defensive end nationally and No. 15 player in Michigan by 247Sports 
Composite... All-State... As a senior, set school record with 17 quarterback sacks... Played 
defensive end and tackle. 


The jewel of the class out of Detroit (Mich.) East English 
Village, the 6-foot-5, 260-pound Lattimore should jump 


\\ The 6-0, 203-pound safety recruit had a big senior year 


Nathan Stanley 

Perhaps it’s lowa that landed the signal-caller with 
the most NFL upside. The 6-5, 212-pound talent from 
Menomonie (Wis.) High missed most of his junior 
season — and with that college recruiters may have 
missed on him. Stanley passed for 1,728 yards and 
16 touchdowns to just four interceptions as a senior. 


SLEEPER 


lowa is looking to hit big on the defensive line in the 2017 class, particu- 
larly with pass-rushers off the edge. Offensive line and linebacker are two 
other areas the Hawkeyes will look to increase numbers in the upcoming 
cycle. Every coach wants to get a quarterback and running back in each 
recruiting cycle. 


— By Steve Wiltfong 


2017 NEEDS 


‘2a7srorr= COMPOSITE 
0 O 24 0 


Romeo McKnight DE 65 20 GOOG Crystal Lake, IL Crystal Lake Central 
247Sports Composite rated No. 44 weakside defensive end nationally and No. 18 player in 
Illinois... Played defensive end and running back... Missed senior season due to injury. 


Nick Niemann B64 20 OoO0 Sycamore, IL Sycamore 
Ranked No. 36 player in Illinois by 247Sports Composite... All-State... As a senior, had 94 tackles, includ- 
ing eight tackles for loss, and four quarterback sacks. .. Had 14 receptions for 366 yards... Had 81 tackles, 
including three tackles for loss as a junior... Had nine receptions for 276 yards and three touchdowns. 


Emmanuel Rugamba DB 60 1722 OO6 Naperville, IL Naperville Central 
247Sports Composite rated No. 17 player in Illinois... All-State... Had 112 receptions for 1,615 yards 
and 11 touchdowns as a senior... Had 45 tackles (30 solo), six interceptions and eight passes broken up. 


Austin Schutte DE 64 20 OO9 Pella Pella 
Ranked No. 8 player in lowa by 247Sports Composite... Helped team to 39-1 record in final three 
seasons and state playoffs in all four seasons... Played linebacker and tight end... As a senior, 
had nine tackles (six solo) in first game before suffering season-ending injury... Had 71 tackles 
(36 solo), including 15.5 tackles for loss, and 4.5 quarterback sacks as a junior. 


Brandon Simon DE 6-1 26 ooo Newark, NJ Don Bosco Prep 
247Sports Composite rated No. 68 weakside defensive end nationally and No. 27 player in New 
Jersey... Two-time All-Non-Public Group... Helped team to state championship as a senior. 


Nathan Stanley 65 2122 ooo Menomonie, WI Menomonie 
Ranked No. 22 pro-style quarterback nationally and No. 3 player in Wisconsin by 247Sports 
Composite... Played quarterback, defensive back and punter... Led team to four consecutive 
state playoffs... As a senior, had 1,728 yards passing and 16 touchdowns with four intercep- 
tions... Had 213 yards rushing and three touchdowns... Averaged 44.9 yards per punt. 


Kyle Taylor 1B 6-2 600 Silver Springs, MD Gonzaga, Washington, DC 
247Sports Composite rated No. 26 inside linebacker nationally... Had 81 tackles, including four 
tackles for loss, and two quarterback sacks as a senior... As a junior, had 43 tackles, including 
two tackles for loss, and one quarterback sack. 


Barrington Wade BB 6&1 20 oOo Skokie, IL Niles North 
Ranked No. 54 running back nationally and No. 25 player in Illinois by 247Sports Composite... 
All-State... Three-time All-Conference... Played running back and linebacker. 


Kristian Welch IB 63 20 O60 lola, WI lola-Scandinavia 
247Sports Composite rated No. 11 player in Wisconsin... All-State... Helped team to three con- 
secutive state playoffs... As a senior, had 1,000 yards rushing and 10 touchdowns on 85 car- 
ries... Had 75 tackles... Had 1,300 yards rushing and 13 touchdowns on 120 carries as a 
junior... Had 65 tackles. 


Spencer Williams Oo 63 20 OOS Cedar Falls Cedar Falls 
Ranked No. 49 offensive guard nationally and No. 3 player in lowa by 247Sports Composite... 
All-State... Helped team to three consecutive state playoffs. 


Devonte Young WR 60 15 O00 Waldorf, MD North Point 
247Sports Composite rated No. 28 player in Maryland... All-State... Had 45 receptions for 802 yards 
and six touchdowns as a senior... Had 201 yards rushing and two touchdowns on 15 carries... Had 
700 punt return yards and scored two touchdowns... Had 40 tackles and four interceptions. 


Toren Young RB 5-11 ooo Madison, WI Monona Grove 
Ranked No. 12 player in Wisconsin by 247Sports Composite... All-State... As a senior, had 2,779 
yards rushing and 28 touchdowns... Had 1,123 yards rushing and 15 touchdowns as a junior... 
Helped team to four consecutive state playoffs. 


———————EEE—E____£__$_$_$_$_$_$_$$_$_$$_$_$_$_$_$_$__ 
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PLAYER PROFILE 


was an ongoing question during the 
2015 season, when Beathard fought a 
groin injury from October through January. 

“ve almost forgotten what he looks like 
healthy,” said lowa offensive coordinator 
Greg Davis, “because he was hampered the 
entire year last season.” 

Beathard’s in-season limp needed atten- 
tion after the season. He underwent surgery 
for a sports hernia in January. 

Even as he played through the injury, 
Beathard put up a second-team All-Big Ten 
season, completing 223 of 362 passes for 
2,809 yards, with 17 touchdowns and just 
five interceptions. 

His feet also helped. Beathard finished with 
237 rushing yards and six TDs. His rushing 
was a huge factor in an early road victory at 
lowa State, when he ran 10 times for 77 yards. 

So, yes, a lot of lowa people would love 
to see a healthy Beathard for a full season. 

“I’m looking forward to seeing a healthy 
C.J. Beathard,” head coach Kirk Ferentz 
said. “| think he’s probably looking forward 
to it more than any of us.” 

Beathard was working his way back in 
spring drills and then, in practice No. 13 of 
15, he suffered a bruised right shoulder in 
a collision that shouldn’t have happened. 
An MRI showed no further damage to his 
throwing shoulder. Those were nervous 
moments, but, ultimately, Beathard was 
able to laugh about it. 

“I'm not going to throw anyone under the 
bus,” Beathard said when asked who ran 
into him. “When | was sleeping last night 
someone came into my room. | don’t know 
who it was.” 

Going into last season, Beathard was a 
new starter who had to prove himself. This 
year, he’s the undisputed No. 1, a perma- 
nent captain, a leader. He is tasked with 
bringing along a young receiving corps and 
again doing all of his own stunts. 

Given his pro-style approach and football |Q, 
he has the interest of NFL scouts. They should 
see even more of what he can do in 2016. 


Te health of quarterback C.J. Beathard 


_ BEST AND BRIGHTEST 


: OB CJ. BEATHARD 
After emerging from 

: a QB battle that rum- 
? bled throughout 2014, 
Beathard took over in 
: 2015 and led the 

? Hawkeyes to a 12-2 record, 

the Big Ten West Division title and their first 

; Rose Bowl in 25 years. ... Beathard’s 40 com- 
: pletions of 20-plus yards were lowa’s most 

: since 2011. Still, coordinator Phil Davis identi- 
: fied “deep-ball accuracy” as a potential area 


= of improvement. ... He had a streak of 155 
| } passes without an interception. 


LB JOSEY JEWELL 

? In his first season as 

a starter, Jewell finished 
? second in the Big Ten 

: with 126 tackles and 
earned second-team All- 
: Big Ten honors. ... Jewell 
: became the first sophomore in Kirk Ferentz's 


i : 17 years as lowa’s head coach to earn captain 


QE 


“We’ve opened some things up to give : 
him even more flexibility at the line of : 


scrimmage,” Davis said. 


“Before, he had a package of things he : 
could go to. He has a little bit more of a vari- 
ety of things now, if he sees something he’d : 
like to try to take advantage of. We trust his : 


decision-making.” 


For more coverage visit lindyssports.com/college-foothall/big-ten/iowa 
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a ; Status. ... Jewell finished with four intercep- 


: tions, leading Big Ten linebackers. ... He fin- 

: ished second on the team with 7.5 tackles for 
? loss. ... Jewell has a streak of 18 consecutive 
: starts. 


: DE ANTHONY NELSON 
The redshirt freshman 
? gained 30 pounds in 

? the offseason and, at 
? 6-7, will start 2016 at 
250 pounds. ... Nelson 
: piled up 21.5 tackles for loss 

: and 7.5 sacks as a senior at Waukee (lowa) 


: High School. ... He was named Class 4A 
western lowa Defensive Player of the Year 

> as asenior. ... His father, Jeff, played defen- 
: sive line for lowa in the early 1990s and had 
eight sacks in his career. 


+ Photos courtesy of lowa Athletics. 
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BOWLING GREEN | FALCONS 


MAC rank; 7 Record: 10-4 


FALCONS at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: Bowling Green, Ohio 

COACH: Mike Jinks — At Bowling Green and overall: Ist year 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Kevin Kilmer, Andy Padron 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS; Perry Eliano, Marcus White 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2015 
LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING; 2011 
RETURNING STARTERS; 10; 4 offense, 5 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB James Knapke, RB Donovan 
Wilson, WR Ronnie Moore, WR Da’Mario Jones, DE Terrance 
Bush, LB Trenton Greene, LB Austin Valdez, CB Will Watson 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Knapke has experience running 

the offense as an injury replacement in 2014. Many of the 
offensive newcomers are talented and fit the new coaching 
staff's system. The front seven on defense, particularly the 
linebackers, are experienced and motivated to improve on 
last season's numbers. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The transition to a new coaching 
staff and an influx of underclassmen needed to play immedi- 
ately doesn't bode well for a program accustomed to success 
in recent years. The wide receiving corps is inexperienced, 
along with the secondary, The conference schedule is filled 
with tough road games. 


OFFENSE 

First-year coach Mike Jinks did not make mass changes 
to the “Falcon Fast” offense of former coach Dino Babers. 

Led by quarterback Matt Johnson, wide receivers 
Roger Lewis and Gehrig Dieter and running backs 
Travis Greene and Fred Coppet, the offense was a jug- 
gernaut last season. The Falcons overwhelmed teams 
with an explosive array of playmakers, averaging 42.2 
points and 546.8 yards per game. 

Jinks is relying on a veteran line to ease the transi- 
tion into his slightly new offense. Senior quarterback 
James Knapke gained valuable experience starting 
for most of the 2014 season, when Johnson was side- 
lined following the opener. 

Jinks said he was impressed with Knapke’s leadership 
and command of the offense. Expect Bowling Green’s 
quick passing game to better fit Knapke’s talents. 

Running backs Donovan Wilson and Matt Domer 
had productive springs, and wide receiver Scott Miller 
impressed the new coaching staff with his speed and 
hands. Junior Ronnie Moore, who caught 72 passes for 
954 yards last season, should be healed from a shoul- 
der injury to lead the wide receivers. 


DEFENSE 

An alarming number of freshmen and first-year play- 
ers are slated to be starters or key contributors. Bowl- 
ing Green returns just five starters from a defense that 
showed slight improvement from the previous season. 

The Falcons, under co-defensive coordinators Perry 
Eliano and Marcus White, will employ multiple fronts, 
but mostly a four-man line. Defensive end Terrance 
Bush is the most experienced returnee, but junior col- 
lege transfer defensive end Grant Coffey can be an 
impact player. The 6-2, 252-pound Coffey is fast and 
explosive, and can drop back into coverage. 

The strength of the defense lies at linebacker. Aus- 
tin Valdez and Trenton Greene bring a wealth of expe- 
rience that will be needed to offset an inexperienced 
secondary. Alfonso Mack is the only returning starter 
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MACE record: 7-1 (ist, East) 


———— 
RONNIE MOORE 


Pho 


“Tt will be interesting to see if they take a step 
back or respond to the new coaching staff 
and avoid that lag from winning a conference 
championship. They are very young, though.” 
— Anonymous MAC head coach 


in the secondary, with sophomore safety Ben Hale and 
freshman Jamari Bozeman possible starters. 


The Falcons have one of the biggest, if the not the 
biggest, punter in the nation in Joe Davidson. The 6-7 
Davidson averaged 46.0 yards per punt and booted 17 
punts 50 yards or more. The kicking job is wide open, 
with the possibility of the position going down to the 
final practice in the fall. 


The Falcons return just 10 starters from last season’s 
conference championship squad. The offense is being 
retooled slightly, with an entirely new coaching staff 
focusing less on a vertical passing game. Knapke is a 
capable quarterback with a solid background, but his 
arm and running ability are not on par with Johnson's. 

How Jinks handles the pressures of high expecta- 
tions as a first-time coach is something to watch amid 
heavy roster turnover and a tough schedule. Bowling 
Green’s four Mid-American Conference home games 
are against teams with a combined 12-36 record 
last season, while it plays at Ohio, Toledo, Northern 
Illinois and Akron in a five-game stretch (34-18). 


TOP NEWCOMER 


WR Da’Mario Jones: The grad transfer played 

23 games for Michigan over the last three season. 

The 6-2, 199-pounder should have ample opportunities 
to showcase his talents after the Falcons lost Roger 
Lewis and Gehrig Dieter from last season's team. 


Stadium: Perry Stadium (24,000) 


By Bob Narang 


2016 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
QB 3 | James Knapke 6-2 237 Jr. 
RB 44 Donovan Wilson 6-0 229 So. 
WR 14 _— Janarvis Pough 6-1 177 Fr. 
WR 5 | Ronnie Moore 5-9 170 Jr. 
WR 21 _— Scott Miller 5-10 162 Fr. 
WR 9 | Teo Redding 6-1 167 So. 
LT 67 | Jacob Bennett’ 6-5 319 Jr. 
LG 68 | Ryan Hunter® 6-4 308 So. 
Cc 71 | Tim McAuliffe* 6-0 272 So. 
RG 77 J.J. Beggan 6-3 298 Jr. 
RT 53 Logan Dietz® 6-6 298 Jr. 
DEFENSE 
DE 94 | David Konowalski 6-3 219 Fr. 
DT 10 | Izaah Lunsford® 6-3 294 Jr. 
DT 93 | Shannon Smith 6-0 281 So. 
DE 3 | Terrance Bush® 6-2 252 Jr. 
LB 1 | Austin Valdez® 6-0 225 So. 
LB 20 | Trenton Greene* 5-9 213 Sr. 
LB 36 | Jack Walz Ill 5-10 190 Fr. 
CB 18 | Will Watson 5-11 179 Sr. 
CB 26 = Alfonso Mack® 5-11 178 Jr. 
S 13 | Jamari Bozeman 6-2 192 Fr. 
S 38 | Ben Hale 6-2 197 So. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 39 | SamCrosa 5-8 140 Fr. 
P 49 | Joe Davidson® 6-7 222 So. 
“Returning starters in Bold 
2016 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 3 at Ohio State 
Sept. 10 NORTH DAKOTA 
Sept. 17 MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
Sept. 24 at Memphis 
Oct. 1 EASTERN MICHIGAN 
Oct.8 at Ohio 
Oct. 15 at Toledo 
Oct. 22 MIAMI (0H) 
Nov. 1 at Northern Illinois 
Nov. 9 at Akron 
Nov. 15 KENT STATE 
Nov. 25 BUFFALO 
2015 RESULTS 
L_ vs. Tennessee (Nashville, TN) 30-59 
Ww at Maryland 48-27 
L MEMPHIS 41-44 
Ww at Purdue 35-28 
Ww at Buffalo 28-22 
Ww MASSACHUSETTS 62-38 
Ww AKRON 59-10 
Ww at Kent State 48-0 
Ww OHIO 62-24 
Ww at Western Michigan 41-27 
L TOLEDO 28-44 
Ww at Ball State 48-10 
MAC Championship Game 
Ww vs. Northern Illinois 34-14 
GoDaddy Bowl 
L vs. Georgia Southern 27-58 
2015 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 42.2 6 
Rushing 180.0 T-52 
Passing 366.8 5 
Total 546.8 4 
DEFENSE PER GAME RANE 
Scoring 28.9 84 
Rushing 182.4 73 
Passing 235.4 78 
Total 417.8 86 
TO MARGIN PER GAME RANK 
+12 + 0.86 9 
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OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Walt Bell 


MARYLAND 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Andy Buh 


NEW COACH DURKIN BRINGING GLASS-HALF FULL ATTITUDE 


Maryland being in the Big Ten. But the 

move to the Midwestern market and a 
closer association with Polar Vortex weath- 
er has helped the Terrapins in a lot of ways 
(mostly financial). 

As for this big-time football thing, though, 
the Turtles have been slow out of the gate. 

Five of Maryland’s seven conference losses 
last year were by more than two touchdowns 
— plus the team suffered a 45-6 non-con- 
ference defeat to border rival West Virginia 
in Week 4. Not long after that, the school 
dumped coach Randy Edsall. 

It’s another football reboot in Byrd Stadium. 

Athletic director Kevin Anderson installed 
37-year-old D.J. Durkin as the new coach, 
and Durkin inherited a cupboard not entirely 
stocked. Being able to fill his recruiting shop- 
ping cart is the big key to competing in the 
bully-filled Big Ten East. 

“Right in our backyard is one of the rich- 
est talent areas in the country,” said Durkin. 
“Anytime you have that advantage in your 
backyard, that’s a huge positive.” 

And Durkin is all about positive — posi- 
tive energy, positive reinforcement, positive 
he can turn the Terps around, although he al- 
ready has had some fits and starts. He brought 
in three former head coaches on his staff, but 
one of them, defensive coordinator Scott 
Shafer, had to leave the team in the middle of 
spring practices for personal reasons. 

Durkin and that staff, which includes for- 
mer Virginia coach Mike London and former 
Ball State boss Pete Lembo, got a late start in 
recruiting, but they salvaged a decent class 
to join returnees that Durkin thinks he can 
build around. But the truth is Maryland was 
3-9 last season; new schemes and coaches’ 
dreams can only do so much. 

New offensive coordinator Walt Bell is put- 
ting in a light-speed offense and new, new 
defensive coordinator Andy Buh is polish- 
ing up a new-look 3-4, though he has a lot of 
holes to fill. Lembo has control of the special 
teams and one very special player in return 
man Will Likely, who was third in the nation 
in punt returns, 

Durkin has coached under Urban Meyer, 
Tyrone Willingham and, most recently, Jim 


Ss folks are still wondering about 


Harbaugh at Michigan. He has a proven track 
record, with an emphasis on defense and 
special teams — and those are areas in which 
Maryland can improve immensely and flip 
the script to win more games, even in the 
short term. 

One of the new coach's first moves was 
building a lounge area in the team’s weight 
room, encouraging players to hang around 
and spend more time powering up for the 
Big Ten wars. 

“We want everyone pushing in the same 
direction,” Durkin said. “The sky is the limit. 
Energy equals production. This building will 
be filled with high-energy people.” 


OFFENSE 


The plan last year was to bulk up the offen- 
sive line, run read-option down everyone's 
throats and throw in a big play downfield 
here and there. The running part worked to 
a degree. The Terrapins averaged 200.7 yards 
on the ground per game, the third-best figure 
in the Big Ten and the best Maryland mark 
since 2001. 

Problem was, when you fall far behind in 
a game, Opponents don’t care so much if you 
run the ball. 

But the makings of a quality line, starting 
with tackle Damian Prince, versatile cen- 
ter Brendan Moore and veteran guard Mike 
Minter, are in place. There is depth at run- 
ning back with Wes Brown, Virginia Tech 
transfer Trey Edmunds and spring game rev- 
elation Ty Johnson. 

Johnson helped his case with 167 yards 
in the spring game, breaking a couple of 
long runs. He looks like he could make 
the running game more explosive. Brown 
is more of a pound-on-the-ground back. 
Edmunds has experience and a Terrapin 
pedigree as the son of all-time Terp tight 
end Ferrell Edmunds. 

The quarterback situation is still a ques- 
tion mark. 

In one corner, tough-as-nails senior Perry 
Hills is the better runner and is working on 
his passing. In the other corner, senior Caleb 
Rowe is the textbook drop-back passer with a 
golden arm somewhat tarnished by 15 inter- 
ceptions last fall. 


For more coverage of the Terrapins, visit maryland.247Sports.com 
STADIUM: Capital One Field at Byrd Stadium: 54,000 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 15 Record 
Sept. 3 HOWARD 1-10 
Sept. 9 at FIU 5-7 
Sept. 17 at UCF 0-12 
Oct. 1 PURDUE 2-10 
Oct. 8 at Penn State 7-6 
Oct. 15 MINNESOTA 6-7 
Oct. 22 MICHIGAN STATE 12-2 
Oct. 29 at Indiana 6-7 
Nov. 5 at Michigan 10-3 
Nov. 12 OHIO STATE 12-1 
Nov. 19 at Nebraska 6-7 
Nov. 26 RUTGERS 4-8 


RESULTS 


W RICHMOND 50-21 
L BOWLING GREEN 27-48 
W SOUTH FLORIDA 35-17 
L at West Virginia 6-45 
L MICHIGAN 0-28 
L at Ohio State 28-49 
L vs. Penn State (Baltimore, MD) 30-31 
L at lowa 15-31 
L WISCONSIN 24-31 
L at Michigan State 7-24 
L INDIANA 28-47 
W at Rutgers 46-41 


10-YEAR 


WINNING TREND 


*% Oo 10 
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LOCATION: 


College Park, Md. 


2015: 


3-9 overall, 1-7 Big Ten (T-6th, East) 


COACH: 


D.J. Durkin — At Maryland and overall: 
1st year 


RETURNING STARTERS: 


11; 6 offense, 5 defense 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Perry Hills, QB Caleb Rowe, WR D.J. 
Moore, WR Levern Jacobs, RT Damian 
Prince, DE Roman Braglio, MLB Jermaine 
Carter Jr., CB/KR Will Likely 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 


The improved offensive line has three 
starters back and the receiving corps is 
deep. There is experience at quarterback. 
Likely and Carter are proven commodi- 
ties, and there’s experience at linebacker. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 


Heading to fall camp, the QB situation 
remains unsettled, as is the case at run- 
ning back. There are a lot of bodies up 
front on the defensive line, but no star- 
power or proven big playmakers. Likely is 
only returning starter in a secondary that 
was lit up last fall. 


KEY LOSSES: 

RB Brandon Ross, DT Quinton Jefferson, 
DE Yannick Ngakoue, CB Sean Davis, 

S$ Anthony Nixon, K Brad Craddock 


OVERVIEW: 


Durkin inherited a dumpster fire lit by 
Randy Edsall, who was dismissed after 
six games last fall. The youthful new 
coach set to work on the culture — 
Maryland has just two winning (middling 
7-6) seasons in the last five campaigns 
— but real change might not come until 
he can bring in more of his own players. 
He wants to build around defense, special 
teams and high energy. 


KEY NUMBER: 

1,197 — The number of combined return 
yards last season for Will Likely, the sec- 
ond most returning this season behind 
Stanford’s Christian McCaffrey. 


Levern Jacobs 


Phot wy Steve @ 


Hills emerged as a gritty team leader, 
chewing up yards on the option, but he 
has to be able to move the chains through 
the air on third down. Some offseason 
work with former NFL QB Gus Frerotte has 
helped his mechanics. 

Things could get more interesting in 
camp when Alabama High School Player 
of the Year Tyrrell Pigrome and Indiana all- 
state Max Bortenschlager arrive. 

Whoever winds up behind center, they'll 
have an array of experienced targets, in- 
cluding the team’s top three returning 
pass-catchers. 

Senior Levern Jacobs has improved each 
season and makes plays downfield. D.J. 
Moore was good enough to start last year 
as a freshman, and Taivon Jacobs, Levern’s 
brother, has speed to burn. 

The return of Andrew Isaacs from a knee 
injury shores up tight end, where sopho- 
more Avery Edwards had a great freshman 
year. Edwards is one of those guys who 
seem open on every play. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS _ STARTER 


08 
RB 
WR 
WR 
WR 
TE 
iT 
LG 
C 
RG 
RT 
PK 


Perry Hills* 
Wes Brown 

D.J. Moore* 
Levern Jacobs* 
Malcolm Culmer* 
Avery Edwards 
Michael Dunn* 
Mike Minter 
Brendan Moore 
Maurice Shelton 
Damian Prince* 
Adam Greene 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


YR, COMMENT 

Sr. _ Leader with the best run-pass skill set; still fighting for job. 
Sr. He runs hard ina backfield by-committee. 

So. One of the team’s steadiest players in the spring, 

Sr. Led team in catches and yards last season. 

Sr. Has improved each year. 

So.  Pass-catcher is fending off challenge for spot. 

Sr.  Honorable-mention All-Big Ten; smart and dependable. 
Jr. Starter before season-ending shoulder injury. 

So. Versatile; can plug in at multiple positions if needed. 

Sr.  Odd-man out if Derwin Gray wins a job. 

So. Six starts last year; he’s the next big thing for Terps’ OL. 
Jr. No longer green; should rise to the challenge. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER 


DE 


Roman Braglio* 
Azubuike Ukandu* 
Adam McLean 
Jesse Aniebonam 
Jalen Brooks* 
Jermaine Carter Jr.* 
Abner Logan 

Will Likely* 

Damell Savage Jr. 
Josh Woods 

Denzel Conyers 
Wade Lees 


YR. COMMENT 
Sr. _ High motor; dominated in spring game. 
Started final eight games of last season, had 6.5 TFLs. 
Can upgrade a so-so front if he can win a job. 
Athletic fit at hybrid rush end spot. 
Returning starter with a nose for the ball. 
Pencil him in for 100 tackles and all-league honors. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Caleb Rowe, Sr. 

Ty Johnson, So. 
Jacquille Veii, Sr. 
Jahrvis Davenport, So. 
Taivon Jacobs, Jr. 
Andrew Isaacs, Jr. 
E.J. Donahue, Fr. 
JaJuan Dulaney, Jr. 
Sean Christie, So. 
Will McClain, Fr. 
Derwin Gray, So. 
Daniel Sutton, Jr. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Oseh Saine, Fr. 
Keiron Howard, Fr. 
Malik Jones, Jr. 
Cavon Walker, Jr. 
Nnamdi Eqbuaba, So. 
Shane Cockerille, Jr. 


Slated to start in 2015 before knee injury. 
Terps’ best on defense, special teams, maybe offense, too. 
Has all the tools to be solid corner. 


Brett Zanotto, So. 
Alvin Hill, Sr. 
Jarrett Ross, Sr. 


Won job in the spring and looked born to play it. 
Makes plays near the line in running game. 
Aussie rugby-style punter shores up ‘15 weakness. 


Elvis Dennah, Jr. 
Antwaine Carter, Jr. 
Nicolas Pritchard, So. 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


Actually, eight of Maryland’s top nine 
receivers (counting Brown and cornerback/ 
kick returner/receiver Will Likely) from a 
year ago return, although the group was 
young and erratic as a whole. 

New coordinator Walt Bell wants the 
offense ran at warp speed to tire defend- 
ers and increase the odds of making a 
game-turning play. 

“We want to make at least 12 big plays a 
game,” Hills said, “and that’s a backbreaker 
for a defense.” 


DEFENSE 


The Terps are on their third defensive co- 
ordinator since last fall with Scott Shafer’s 
unexpected departure. The last two — Sha- 
fer and hurry-up-hire from Kentucky, Andy 
Buh — run the same scheme, Durkin’s base 
3-4, though Maryland could line up in any 
array of formations. 

With only five starters back from a 
beat-up unit, it was probably good to 
have so much competition and a fresh 


start in the spring. 

Count on two things: Will Likely is an 
All-Big Ten talent and pound-for-pound 
one of the top players in the country. Sec- 
ond, middle linebacker Jermaine Carter Jr., 
is the next big thing on defense, a wall-to- 
wall tackler with instincts and speed and 
103 tackles under his belt from last year. 

Everything else is not quite as settled. 

End Roman Braglio led the defense to 
game-winning, ahem, “Braglio-rights” 
in the spring game with four sacks. 
Azubuike Ukandu is 307 pounds of run- 
stopper in the middle, and there are a 
lot of candidates and some experience 
all along the defensive line, although 
the quicker players are the ones who 
will rise to the occasion. 

Notably, early-enrolled freshman Adam 
McLean needs to find a spot and make 
things happen. He’s actually a late-enrolled 
2015 signee, but he got in good work in 
spring practice and has the tools to help 
right away. 


errr eee — — — — — — — — — —— eee 


110 Lindy’s Sports Annuals 


www.lindyssports.com 2016 


William Likely, CB, Senior (5-7, 175, 4.42) 


NDS Rank: No. 13 CB in class of 2017 


Get ready for the “if he were a few inches taller” talk leading up to the 2017 NFL Draft 
because it accurately fits Likely, who might be mentioned as a possible first-round NFL 
prospect despite his diminutive height. However, he plays bigger than he looks, baits quar- 
terbacks, and his impact as a kick and punt returner translates to the NFL game. 


Damian Prince, OG, Redshirt Sophomore (6-3, 328, 5.23) 


NDS Rank: No. 3 0G in class of 2019 


Highly touted out of high school, Prince redshirted in 2014 and grew into the starting right 
tackle role last season as a redshirt freshman. There were plenty of hiccups as he adjusted 
to Big Ten play, but there were also promising flashes. Coaches speak very highly of his 
football character and work ethic. Prince is a name to watch. 


Jesse Aniebonam, DE, Junior (6-3, 260, 4.80) 


NDS Rank: No. 16 DE in class of 2018 


With Yannick Ngakoue off to the NFL, Maryland is hoping Aniebonam can step up and fill 
his shoes as the team’s top pass-rush threat. He has only three starts on his inexperienced 
resume, but he is a natural fit at defensive end in new coordinator Scott Shafer’s blend of 


the 4-3 scheme. 


Junior Jalen Brooks, who started 11 
games last year, flanks Carter on the weak- 
side, and senior Abner Logan, who missed 
all of 2015 with a knee injury, is set to make 
his starting debut on the other side. Con- 
verted quarterback/fullback Shane Cock- 
erille finally found a home at linebacker, 
and he will get work, too. 

The 5-7, 175-pound Likely should ben- 
efit from an improved pass rush. Coaches 
think enough of him and the other rela- 
tively unknown defensive backs to talk 
openly about the aggressive blitz packages 
they’re planning, meaning more solo cov- 
erage downfield. 

Darnell Savage Jr. looks like a comer at 
the other corner, and seniors Alvin Hill 
and Jarrett Ross both have some experience 
there, too. Josh Woods came on strong in 
the spring at free safety and senior Denzel 
Conyers emerged as the strong safety. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The 2014 Lou Groza Award winner 
Brad Craddock is gone, but he was hurt 


2013 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PERGAME RANK 
26.2 84 
148.4 83 
248.5 48 
396.9 75 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PERGAME RANK 
25.3 55 
149.3 45 Rushing 
225.1 57 Passing 
374.4 44 Total 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
-7 -0.5 


RANK 


T-102 + 0 
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2014 RANKINGS 


PER GAME 


121.8 
220.2 72 
342.1 


PER GAME 
201.9 97 
234.3 78 
436.2 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
+ 0.00 


— Dane Brugler, NFLDraftScout.com 


late last season, when Adam Greene filled 
his kicking shoes admirably. Greene 
made all 11 of his PATs and was 3 of 5 on 
field goal attempts. 

Will Likely is an All-American in the re- 
turn game with his 17.7-yard punt return 
and 22.5-yard kick return averages. He had 
three return scores before injuries wore 
him down. 

There’s hope that Aussie-import and for- 
mer Australian Rules footballer Wade Lees 
can shore up the punting game with his 
rugby-style kicks. 

Durkin is a believer in special teams as 
a tool to win games, so be ready for some 
gadgets here as Maryland tries to turn a 
notoriously poor phase of its program into 
a strength. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The Durkin Era opens with a gimme-putt 
against Howard, and then the Terrapins 
head to Florida for two games they need to 
win to show they’re ready for conference 
play. Maryland plays Florida International 


2015 RANKINGS 


PERGAME RANK 
247 T-95 
200.7 31 
174.3 109 
375.0 87 


RANK 
28.5 65 
108 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 


109 Total 


DEFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 34.4 

Rushing 162.8 T-54 
Passing 258.4 103 
Total 421.2 90 


RANK 
103 


RANK 


30.2 T-87 


RANK 
125 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
-18 - 1,50 


a6 oH 
MARYLAND 


]/ 
a 


LB 


in a rare Friday tilt and then faces a game 
the following week at Central Florida. 

On paper, heading into the season, it’s 
hard to forecast Maryland as a favorite in 
any Big Ten game, save the season finale at 
home with Rutgers. Conference play kicks 
off Oct. 1 at home with Purdue, followed 
with a burgeoning Big Ten rivalry game 
— another great annual byproduct of the 
conference change — with Penn State. 

Durkin gets his former and most-recent 
boss, Jim Harbaugh and Michigan on 
Nov. 5 in the Big House, before coming 
home to meet another mentor, Urban 
Meyer and Ohio State, at home the follow- 
ing week. 

— Mike Ashley 
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arnell Savage Jr., who locked down the 

D cornerback spot opposite Will Likely, was 

a big beneficiary of the coaching turnover 
last year. 

Savage has been a true freshman languishing on 
the bench and getting a little special teams work, 
but moved into a bigger role once Mike Locksley 
took over as interim coach for Randy Edsall. 

Locksley adopted a “why not” attitude when 
it came to playing his younger players, and Sav- 
age started getting more snaps at the corner. He 
acquitted himself well, even earned one start, 
and he'll go into the 2016 season as a defensive 
key. He and Likely must hold down the corners if 
the Terrapins’ uber-aggressive blitzing scheme 
is going to work. 

In the meantime, several youngsters — also in 
part to injuries ahead of them — got a lot more 
experience than usual under normal situations. 
Count running back Ty Johnson, wide receiver 
D.J. Moore, tight end Avery Graham, defensive 
tackle David Shaw and linebacker Brett Zanotto 
among this group. 

* Damian Prince moved in as a freshman start- 
er at right tackle last year and there’s hope Derwin 
Gray, a massive 6-5, 328-pound fellow sophomore, 
will carve out a spot for himself this year as the next 
really, really big thing. 

“You see him and you're like, ‘Where did you 
come from? What made you this size and this ath- 
letic?’” center Evan Mulrooney said. “| thought | saw 
him punch someone's sternum through the back of 
their body, it was such a hit in pass protection.” 

If Gray can nail down a tackle spot, other line- 
men may move to get the five best in the starting 
lineup. Most Terrapin linemen practiced at multiple 
positions in the spring. 

© QB combatants Perry Hills and Caleb Rowe 
are fifth-year seniors, each seeing action as true 
freshmen and suffering injuries in a star-crossed 
2012 campaign in which the Terrapins ended the 
season with a linebacker starting the last four 
games at QB. 

Hills plays like a linebacker, throwing his body 
around, but Rowe has the prettier passing pedigree. 
QB-by-committee didn’t work last year. 


OUTSIDER'S VIEW 


“It's fair to say that the university has a better idea 
today than two years ago what it’s going to take to be 
successful in the conference. This, along with being 
located in one of the most fertile recruiting areas in the 
Big Ten footprint, gives Coach Durkin the potential to 
build a successful program. 

“One of the major challenges of most head coaches 
taking over a program that has not met recent expec- 
tations is a lack of talent and/or depth at the line of 
scrimmage. Durkin has put together a veteran staff, 
and as an assistant coach received a recruiter of the 
year award in 2012. In the Big Ten East, you move up 
the standings based on the progress you have in re- 
cruiting and developing the line of scrimmage.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 


TERRAPINS SPRING ROSTER 


Quarterback Pos. HL Wt Yr Hometown 92 ChandlerBurkett ODL 6-3 240 Jr Panama City, FL 
2 Shane Cockerille OB 6-2 235 Jr, Baltimore 59 KelronHoward DL 6-3 289 Fr, Fort Washington 
11. Perry Hills 0B 62 210 Sr. Pittsburgh, PA 52. Malik Jones DL 6-4 275 Jr Baltimore 
7 Caleb Rowe QB 6-3 Sr. Landrum,SC_47_-Melvin Keihn DE 6-1 211 So. Towson 
14. Gage Shatfer QB 67 212 Fr. Short Gap, WV 96 Brett Kulka DL 6-4 254 So. Edinboro, PA 
os. Ht Wi Yr 91 Adam McLean DL 6-2 313 Fr. Gaithersburg 
5 Wes Brown RB 6-0 210 Sr. Baltimore 57 Kingsley para DL 6-3 305 Jr. Jacksonville, FL 
9 TreyEdmunds RB 6-2 223‘. Danville,VA 93. Oseh Saine DL 6-2 286 Fr. Worcester, MA 
34 Jake Funk RB 5-11 197 Fr Gaithersburg 67. David Shaw DL 6-4 307 So. Spring Grove, PA 
30 Kenneth Goins Jr. RB 5-9 233 Sr. Baltimore 78 Ty Tucker DL 6-2 285 Sr. Walkersville 
6 Ty Johnson RB 5-10 184 So. Cumberland 95 Azubulke Ukandu DL 6-0 307 Sr, Towson 
42 Tehuti Miles RB 5-10 210 Sr. Hammonton,NJ 39. Cavon Walker DL 6-2 260 Jr Washington, DC 
35__ Marcus Smith RB 5-9 200 Sr. West Friendship Linebackers j Vf. Hometown 
33 Andrew Stefanelli RB 5-9 244 Sr. Rockville 43. Jalen Brooks 1B 6-1 232 Jr, Suwanee, GA 
os. | t Hometown 9 Tyler Burke LB 6-3 245 So. Coatesville, PA 
81 Josh Bekoe WR 5-11 191 Sr. Alexandria, VA 23 Jermaine Carter Jr, LB 6-0 240 Jr, Fort Washington 
87 Michael Comwell WR 6-2 215 So. Owings Mills 22 Isaiah Davis ILB 6-1 225 So, Temple Hills 
83 Malcolm Culmer WR 5-11 185 Sr. Willingboro,NJ_-«31.-‘NnamdiEgbuaba LB 6-0 224 So, Baltimore 
Jahrvis Davenport WR 5-9 193 So. Tampa,FL_ 56 Matt Gillespie 1B 6-1 241 So. Towson 
8 _ Levern Jacobs WR 5-11 188 Sr. Temple Hills 49 Gus Little LB 6-2 235 «Fr _—Fredericksburg, VA 
12 TaivonJacobs WR 5-9 165 Jr. Camp Springs 46 _ Abner Logan LB 6-1 242 Sr. Cambridge, MA 
13 DeAndrelane = WR 5-7 175 Sr. Catonsville 61 _Mbi Tanyi OLB 6-1 280 So. Houston, TX 
1 DJ. Moore WR 5-11 205 So, _Philadelphia,PA —-38-_-Brett Zanotto ILB 5-10 220° So. Murrysville, PA 
6 Zac Morton WR 5-10 175 So. Bethesda Defensive Backs s. Ht W q Hometown 
Pos [EGC «863 Milan Barry-Pollock DB 5-10 203 Sr. Baltimore 
82 Avery Edwards TE 6-4 234 So. Raleigh, NC_ 25 Antwaine Carter DB 6-1 190 Jr. Waldorf 
86_Andrew Gray TE 62 230 So. Chardon, OH = 2_Milan Collins DB 61 200 Jr. LaPlata 
41 Derrick agar TE 6-5," 290" Salisbury 41 Denzel Conyers DB 6-3 212 Sr __St. Petersburg, FL 
M4 Andrew Isaacs _TE 6-2 240 ir _ManchestesCT_ > aVonDavis __—~DB 5-10 170 So, _Fort Washington 
2 Eto fos Te _6S' _200_&. SanJuan,PR_ 36 EWvisDennah =—sDB 6-2 212 J Lanham 
dies a - 27 Alvin Hil DB 6-0 200 Sr. _Locaust Grove, GA 
SE Garver Bouiwore OL 6-2 9M _fr_Washinglon.DC_ Alex Johnson DB 6-0 210 Columbia 
se No — 4 William Likely DB 5-7 175 Sr. Belle Glade, FL 
fh pees oe) oF Monrovia 20 Antwaine Richardson DB 6-0 168 Ft Delray Beach, FL 
4 Jahan Dufeney _Ol._6-3_$02_k._Fowder Springs, GA 32 Jarrett Ross DB 5-9 198 Sr. Newark, DE 
76 Michael Dunn OL 6-5 312 Sr. Bethesda 
78 Derwin Gray OL 65 328 So. Washington, po 32__Yene Samuto DB 5-10 185 So, Silver Spring 
is Mee OS a Vernon Hills. 26 Damell Savage Jr. DB 5-10 192 So, Newark, DE 
77 Wil McClain es "a. Middletown 242-7. Ventura DB 6-1 205 Jr _Hollidaysburg, PA 
68 Ellis McKennie OL 6-3 315 Fr. __McSherrytown,Pa © 17 Josh Woods DG 61.202 _ Bakimnore 
63 Mike Minter OL 6-3 305 Jr Severna Park cialists cs aon 
84 Brendan Moore OL 63 So. Austin, 1x  56_Nate Adams tS 6-0 220 Jt Phoenix, AZ 
58 Damian Prince OL 6-3 So. Washington, DC 3. Adam Greene PK 5-11 185 Jn Armold 
79 Maurice Shelton OL 6-3 304 Sr. Greenbelt 88 Wade Lees P_ 6-2. (204 ~=Fr.__ Melbourne, Australia 
74_Tyler Smith OL 6-2 310 So. Clarksville 51 Matt Oliveira LS 6-1 212 So. Watchung, NJ 
65 Mason Zimmerman OL 6-5 310 Fr. Whitehouse,0H 95 Nicolas Pritchard P/PK 5-10 220 So. New Egypt, NJ 
Defensive Linemen Pos. V 16 Nicholas Rubinowicz P 6-1 216 So, Wellington, FL 
41 Jesse Aniebonam DL 6-3 260 Jr. Silver Spring 38._Lee Shrader P 6-1 215 So, —_ Newport News, VA 
90 Roman Braglio DL 6-2 262 Sr. Owings Mills 97 Daniel Sutton PK/P 6-0 165 Jr, New Hope, PA 
Name GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Avg/G 
sets PASSING P. Hills 9 96.9 90 180 13 50.0 1001 8 52 111.2 
C. Rowe 10 985.4 76 165 415 46.1 9894 6 70 894 
-_— Name GP No. Yards Avg TD Long Avg/G 
co RECEIVING L.Jacobs 10 35 «425 «12123 494 
sf D.J.Moore 12 2 46357 143 0« «3522988 
— Name GPs Att. «Gain Loss Net Avg = TD__Long Avg/G 
ee RUSHING B. Ross 12 150 1012 54 958 64 10 «680 798 
—- P. Hills 9 109 «671 «136 «535 | 4.9 3 75 59.4 
— W.Brown 10 1 869331 «14 «(317 45 ai 410) B17 
— Dh ee Seer i ei ee Ti iit ii Si ir on i trie tite tt eee eee ee EET TT 
cc DEF LEADERS Tackles: J Carter 103, S. Davis 88, A. Nixon 82 
— Tackles for loss: Y. Ngakoue 15, J. Carter 14, 0. Jefferson 12.5 
—_— 


Sacks: Y. Ngakoue 13.5, 0. Jefferson 6.5, J. Aniebonam 3.5 
Interceptions: S. Davis 3, A. Nixon 3, J. Brooks 2 
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H_—BAYsSPORTS TERRAPINS RECRUITING 2016 


Terrance Davis 
The jewel of the class out of Hyattsville (Md.) DeMatha, 
the Top100 recruit and nation’s No. 3 offensive guard 

' per the 247Sports Composite chose to stay home over 
a national offer list. 


Tino Ellis 
, A four-star recruit out of Hyattsville (Md.) DeMatha, 
| Ellis should come in and push for time right away 
/ in the Terrapins receiver rotation. 


Elijah Daniels 
_ Maryland is going with a lot of youth in the secondary 
=) this year and the freshman from Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


at safety, arriving as a really good tackler and physical 
football player. 


Noah Bames TE 64 26 OO Auburn, AL Aubum 
247Sports Composite rated No. 100 tight end nationally and No. 86 player in Alabama... As 
a senior, had 18 receptions for 348 yards and two touchdowns, averaging 19.3 yards per 
catch, 


Max Bortenschlager 0B 63 185 O06 Fishers, IN Cathedral 
Ranked No. 77 pro-style quarterback nationally and No. 29 player in Indiana by 247Sports 
Composite... Had 2,270 yards passing and 21 touchdowns as a junior. 


Antoine Brooks 1B 511 185 oOo Lanham Duval 
247Sports Composite rated No. 42 player in Maryland... Played quarterback and defensive 
back... As a senior, averaged more than 182 yards rushing per game. 


Elijah Daniels BB 60 1% OOO Cardinal Gibbons 


Ranked No. 60 safety nationally by 247Sports Composite. 


Davie, FL 


Elisha Daniels DB 60 18 OOO Davie, FL 
247Sports Composite rated No. 120 cornerback nationally. 


Terrance Davis OL 63 320 GO00 _ Templetills DeMatha Catholic 
247Sports Composite rated No. 3 offensive guard nationally and No. 2 player in Maryland... 
Selected to Under Armour All-American Game. 


Tino Ellis WR 6&1 185 OO00 Reisterstown DeMatha Catholic 
Ranked No. 52 wide receiver nationally and No. 9 player in Maryland by 247Sports 
Composite... Selected to Under Armour All-American Game. 


Jake Funk RB 5-11 197 GOGO Damascus 
247Sports Composite rated No. 34 player in Maryland... 2015 Maryland Gatorade Player of 
the Year... Two-time All-State... As a senior, had 2,866 yards rushing and 52 touchdowns 
on 249 carries... Helped team to 14-0 record and state championship. 


Dion Goldbourne DE 64 20 O00 Delray Beach, FL Allantic Community 
Ranked No. 97 strongside defensive end nationally by 247Sports Composite. 


Lorenzo Harrison RB O58 18 GOO Hillcrest Heights © DeMatha Catholic 
247Sports Composite rated No. 55 running back nationally and No. 23 player in Maryland... 
Averaged almost 11 yards per carry on 121 carries as a senior. 


Qwuantrezz Knight DB 6H 19 OOO Quincy, FL East Gadsden 
Ranked No. 143 safety nationally by 247Sports Composite... As a junior, had 1,700 yards 
passing and 11 touchdowns... Had more than 500 yards rushing and four touchdowns... 
Had 38 tackles, three interceptions and 12 passes broken up. 


Watle Lees P 62 24 OO Melbourne, Australia Deakin University 


Australian League Football player. 


* Cardinal Gibbons will have a chance to make an impact 


Jake Funk 

The most productive player in the class, Funk 
rushed for 2,866 yards and 52 touchdowns 
in leading Gaithersburg (Md.) Damascus to 

a state championship as a senior. 


—4 


SLEEPER 


This roster needs help across the board, but landing a big-time quarter- 
back, playmakers on offense and plethora of defensive linemen will be the 
focus for DJ Durkin and his new staff as they hit the trail for their first full 
recruiting cycle. Some fast linebackers and a shutdown cornerback would 
also be targeted areas. 

— By Steve Wiltfong 
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Committments 


‘2azsronr= COMPOSITE 
0 4 17 2 


Average Stars 


Total Stars 69 


National Rank: 42 B10: 7 


Richard Meritt Oo 65 35 OO00 Silver Spring Archbishop Carrall 
247Sports Composite rated No. 14 offensive guard nationally and No. 4 player in Maryland... 
Selected to Under Armour All-American Game. 


Adam McLean DT 62 33 OOGOC Gaithersburg Quince Orchard 
Ranked No. 12 defensive tackle nationally and No. 2 player in Maryland in 2015... Selected 
to Under Armour All-American Game... Two-time All-State... Had 47 tackles and seven 
quarterback sacks as a junior. 


Tyrell Pigrome QB 5-11 19 GOO Pinson, AL Clay-Chalkville 
247Sports Composite rated No. 62 athlete nationally... 2015 Alabama Gatorade Player of the 
Year... Led team to two state championship games... As a senior, had 1,349 yards rushing 
and 18 touchdowns... Had 44 passing touchdowns... Had 49 total touchdowns as a junior. 


Brian Plummer OL 66 30 OOO New Windsor South Carroll 
Ranked No. 153 offensive tackle nationally and No. 44 player in Maryland by 247Sports 
Composite. 


Antwaine Richarison DB 60 168 OOO Delray Beach, FL Atlantic Community 
247Sports Composite rated No. 82 cornerback nationally...Missed senior season due to 
injury... Had 35 tackles, three fumbles caused, two interceptions and 10 passes broken up 
as a junior. 


1B O64 215 Collins Hill 


Brett Shepherd 
Ranked No. 93 player in Georgia by 247Sports Composite... Had 97 tackles, including 15 
tackles for loss, and nine passes broken up as a senior, despite missing three games 


ooo Buford, GA 


Travon Stott DB 5-10 1744 OOO 
247Sports Composite rated No. 30 player in Maryland. 


Germantown Good Counsel 


Tyrek Tisdale DB 61 2100 OOO Orlando, FL Oak Ridge 
Ranked No. 16 all-purpose back nationally and No. 93 player in Florida by 247Sports 
Composite... As a junior, scored 21 touchdowns and had more than 3,000 yards passing and 
tushing. 


DJ. Tumer WR 59 16 OOO Glenarden DeMatha Catholic 
247Sports Composite rated No. 60 wide receiver nationally and No. 14 player in Maryland... 
Had more than 800 receiving and kick return yards as a junior... Had eight interceptions. 


LaDerrien Wilson RBO5-11 2155 GOOG St. Cloud, FL Kissimmee-Osceola 
Ranked No. 71 running back nationally by 247Sports Composite... As a senior, had 2,085 
yards rushing and 28 touchdowns... Had 1,900 yards rushing and 28 touchdowns as a 
junior... Had more than 5,000 career rushing yards in three seasons. 


Terek Zingale OL 65 26 OOO Macedonia, OH 
247Sports Composite rated No. 59 player in Ohio... Second-team All-State. 


Nordonia 


a 


2016 www.lindyssports.com 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 113 


PLAYER PROFILE | 


Likely Defies Small Size, Packs Big Punch | M05" VatvasterLavzn 


ill Likely is the unlikeliest of 
football stars, if you see him out 
of uniform. 


At S-7, 175 pounds, it’s hard to imagine 
Likely contributing to a team’s success the 
way he does. 

And last year, those contributions came 
in every phase for Maryland — as an All- 
Big Ten cornerback, an All-America return 
specialist and even as a wide receiver/wing- 
back to give the offense more speed and 
big-play potential. 

Eventually, all that wear and tear took a 
toll, with Likely sitting out the season fi- 
nale and used less frequently in the kicking 
game late in the season. He still managed 
a Big Ten-best 17.7-yard punt return aver- 
age, including two scores. He averaged 8.5 
yards rushing on 11 attempts, and caught 
five passes. 


On defense, opponents didn’t often look 


his way after his six interceptions and two 
pick-sixes as a sophomore. Still, he led the 
team with 11 pass break-ups and was sixth 
with 44 tackles. 

Likely makes up for that mighty-mite 
size with a huge heart and competitive na- 
ture. He plays with a chip on his shoulder 
pads after growing up hearing so many 
folks tell him he was “too small.” 

“You have to have that confidence in 
yourself because if you don’t, no one else 
will,” he said. “I think my play shows that.” 

Likely is from Bell Glade, Fla., a region 
known for forging football talent in the 
summer heat. The fastest athletes there 
chase rabbits out of the sugar cane fields. 
The best athletes, like Likely, catch the rab- 
bits. Now opponents chase him on his ex- 
citing, edge-of-your-seat returns. 

Beyond those skills, Likely earned a rep- 
utation for his work ethic — on the field 
and in the team meeting rooms where he 
studies film like a coach. 

A shoulder injury kept Likely out all 
spring but hasn’t dampened coach D,J. 
Durkin’s plans to map out a winning 
formula based in part around his star se- 
nior’s skill set. Durkin will build around 
special teams and an aggressive defen- 
sive scheme that will blitz from all an- 
gles. The comfort there is Likely’s lock- 


CB 


down ability in coverage. 
said of being small and coming up big. 


fastest. Sometimes the biggest thing comes 


can actually do.” 


For more coverage visit lindyssports.com/college-football/big-ten/maryland 


— ? You could make a case 

| + here for middle line- 

? backer Jermaine Carter 
: Jr, who is the fifth- 

? leading returning tackler 
? in the Big Ten and had 
14 tackles for loss last season. But Likely, with 
? his all-around skills, is the face of the pro- 


: Wisconsin. ... 
: Richmond. 


; CB WILL LIKELY 


gram. ... He was the Specialist of the Year in 
the Big Ten. ... Likely broke up 11 passes. ... 
He started at corner and receiver vs. 

Had 233 punt return yards vs. 


: EMERGING STAR 


: TV JOHNSON 

? The speedy Johnson 

? erupted for 167 yards 
on just 11 carries in the 
? spring game, busting off 
? a couple of long runs, 

: including a 64-yard touch- 
: down. ... 
: finishing with 250 rushing yards, but he could 
be an X-factor in the backfield as a home-run 
? hitter in the rushing attack. ... 
? scores, including a 44-yarder, in a win against 
Rutgers last season. 


He saw spot duty as a true freshman, 


Ran for two 


: TOP NEWCOMER 
DT ADAM MCLERK 


McLean was a four-star 
? recruit in 2015 — 
ranked No. 124 nation- 
: ally in the 247Sports 


“I'm trying to set an example,” Likely 2 sie eee all 
: enroll over an undisclosed 


“You don’t have to be the biggest or the : academic issue. ... 


: the Terrapins are hoping opponents have 


in the smallest package. That's what I’m : jgsues with blocking the 6-2, 313-pound true 


trying to get people to realize. It’s not about = freshman, who went through spring practices. 


your physical stature. It’s about what you : 


Now, 


... After a slow start this spring, McLean came 


on strong and looks like a potential differ- 
: ence-maker in the front wall. 


> Photos courtesy of Maryland Athletics. 
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MAC rank: 8 Record: 5-7 


BULLS at a GLANCE 


MAC record: 3-5 (4th, East) 


Stadium: UB Stadium (29,0 


By Matt Markey 


2016 PROJECTED STARTERS 


LOCATION: Buffalo, New York QB 19 | Grant Rohach 6-2 217 Sr. 
COACH: Lance Leipold — At Buffalo: 5-7, 1 year; RB 2 | Jordan Johnson 6-0 220 Sr. 
overall: 114-13, 9 years WR 7 | Marcus McGill* 6-1 220 Sr. 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Andy Kotelnicki - — cet — rae = = 
. ez - tr. 
See ee TE 85 | Mason Schreck 6-4 250 Sr. 
LT 59 | Tyler O'Henly 6-7 315 Jr. 
LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2008 LG 61 | Brandon Manosalvas* 6-4 310 Jr. 
LAST BOWL: 2013, Idaho Potato C 77 | James O'Hagan® 6-2 308 So. 
RETURNING STARTERS: 14; 5 offense, 8 defense, kicker RG 71 | Roubbens Joseph* 6-4 310 Sr. 
RT 76 | Andy Fidler 6-6 300 So. 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Jordan Johnson, WR Marcus DEFENSE 
McGill, OL James O'Hagan, DE Brandon Crawford, "i if 
LB Brandon Berry, CB Boise Ross, S Ryan Williamson oe 1 echt on sor a 
NG 66 | Max Perisse’ 6-4 285 Sr. 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Bulls have a veteran-laden DE 91 | Demone Harris°® 6-4 275 Jr. 
defensive front and enough experience in the secondary to LB 23 | Brandon Berry* 6-0 215 Sr. 
take some of the pressure off their mostly developing line- LB 36 | Jarrett Franklin 6-0 220 Jr. 
backer corps. Buffalo also has three experienced offensive LB 4 | Khalil Hodge 8-2 240 80. 
linemen to stabilize an otherwise green unit. = = = Hes on - 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The three quarterbacks in camp S 26 | Ryan Williamson’ 6-0 182 Jr. 
have one attempt and zero completions in a Bulls uniform S 17 | Andrews Dadeboe’ 6-1 205 Jr. 
among them, so the uncertainty there is evident. There are 
also concerns over the lack of proven depth at running back SPECIAL TEAMS 
and the need for the receiving corps to make strides toward K 19 | Adam Mitcheson* 6-1 190 So. 
being a viable threat. P 95 | Conor Clarke 6-2 230 Sr. 
Returning starters in Bold 
OFFENSE . 2016 SCHEDULE 

The Bulls enter 2016 thin on experience at the skill & 3 ’ i Sept. 2 ALBANY 
positions, and that is most glaring at quarterback. Joe : Sept. 17 at Nevada 
Licata, Buffalo’s all-time leading passer who made JORDAN JOHNSO Sept. 24 ARMY WEST POINT 
40 straight starts, was lost to graduation. oto by Frank Jansky/lcon Sportswire via AP imag Oct. 1 at Boston College 

Sophomore Chris Merchant saw action in just one Oct. 8 KENT STATE 
gane or Sara te attempt. He “eS “It's good to see redshirt freshmen step- Oct. 15 BALL STATE 
top-rated quarterback in Canada two YERI®: ago; hes ping up and making plays and playing Oct. 22 at Northern Illinois 
had two seasons to learn the system with the Bulls. - > Oct. 27 AKRON 

Expect strong-armed redshirt freshman Tyree Jack- with confidence. ; Nov 3 at Ohis 
son to also make a bid, but the starting job could fall to — Coach Lance Leipold ; 

Nov. 12 MIAMI (0H) 
Iowa State graduate transfer Grant Rohach. He made season with a school-record 20 passes defended. He an- 
i rts for the Cycl y p Nov. 19 at Western Michigan 
ve starts tor the Cyclones. chors one side, while a battle rages at the other comer. Nov. 25 t Bowling G 

Replacing All-Mid-American Conference running Both starting safeties return, with Ryan Williamson regis- oN STR AT 
back Anthone Taylor falls on Jordan Johnson, who tering 83 tackles and a pair of picks last season. Andrews 2015 RESULTS 
rushed for 811 yards and 12 touchdowns a year ago while — Dadeboe had two interceptions and three pass breakups. 
sharing time. He logged a pair of 100-yard games. Ww ALBANY 51-14 

Marcus McGill had 50 catches for 581 yardsin2015 SPECIAL TEAMS L at Penn State 14-27 
and leads the receiving corps, with slot man Collin The Bulls are searching for a replacement for four-year Ww at FAU 33-15 
Lisa and wideout Jacob Martinez ready to take on starting punter Tyler Grassman. A pair of transfers — L NEVADA 21-24 
larger roles in the passing game. Conor Clarke and Kyle Deween — are contending for the t BOWLING GREEN 22-28 

Thee : pans up front, where ee job, along with incoming freshman Taylor Sheets from L at Central Michigan 14-51 
O'Hagan leads a group of three veterans. Guards Bran- — gouth Carolina. Place-kicker Adam Mitcheson returns 
don Manosalvas and Roubbens Joseph have 15 startsbe- after going 13 of 19 on field goal attempts in 2015. Ww OHIO 41-17 
tween them, while O'Hagan started every game in 2015. Ww at Miami (OH) 29-24 

OVERVIEW w at Kent State 18-17 
DEFENSE The second season along Lake Erie might prove | L | NORTHERNILLINOIS 30-41 

There is an abundance of experience and confi: more challenging than the first for coach Lance i, at Akron 21-42 
dence ae the line, which is one of the most proven Leipold. He enjoyed having veteran players at the pri- a MASSACHUSETTS ae 
PFOUPS ILS BIOgeans mary skill positions in 2015, but he fields a very differ- 

Defensive end Brandon Crawford leads the return- ent team this year. Leipold, who went 109-6 and won 2015 RANKINGS 
ees and should push for all-conference honors after gi p- i ‘Hes in ei : i= 
teh : P dees te beattalve bade six D-Il national titles in eight years at Wisconsin OFFENSE PER GAME RANK 

is disruptive ways were on display in oltensive bac. Whitewater, has a huge question mark at quarterback, Scoring 26.7 82 
fields last season. Max Perisse and Chris Ford both and a bunch of additional new faces in his lineup. Rushing 136.9 103 
started on the inside a year ago, while Demone Harris een oes a 
returns at the other end position. TOP NEWCOMER e . 

All-MAC linebacker Brandon Berry is back to lead 5 ; DEFENSE PER GAME RANK 
that unit, while Jarrett Franklin expects to return to LB Khalil Hodge: The transfer from City College fauhies pe wae 
starting form after missing all of 2015 due to injury. JC of San f AUG cari 6-2, See ee a who , Passing 227.3 69 
transfer Khalil Hodge also figures to have an immedi- COMES 10:Ub W ree years OF eNigibl ity remaining. Total 413.4 81 
ate impact at linebacker Hodge turned heads with 262 tackles in his senior 

‘ in hi i if. TO MARGIN PER GAME RANK 

Cornerback Boise Ross ranked fifth in the country last season in high school in Stockton, Calif +O +0.00 T-66 
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For more coverage of the Wolverines, visit michigan.247Sports.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tim Drevno 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Don Brown 


MICHIGAN 


STADIUM: Michigan Stadium: 109,901 


WITH HARBAUGH, IT’S NEVER A DULL MOMENT AT MICHIGAN 


im Harbaugh’s first year at Michigan was 
a lot of things. 
A national story from wire-to-wire. 
three-ring circus from time to-time. And, 
most importantly, pretty much a success. 

After falling apart under Brady Hoke dur- 
ing a 5-7 campaign in 2014, Harbaugh — 
Michigan’s self-described “jackhammer” of a 
leader — breathed new life and a blue-collar 
culture into his alma mater’s storied program 
last season. 

Michigan exceeded most every realistic 
expectation in Harbaugh’s debut season, 
doubling its win total, throttling Florida 
41-7 in the Jan. 1 Citrus Bowl, and ultimate- 
ly coming one botched punt snap from flirt- 
ing with the Big Ten championship in the 
season’s final week. 

For Michigan, the year was productive, 
encouraging and refreshing. 

For Harbaugh, it was the time of his life. 

“T've searched my feelings; I’ve thought 
long and hard about it,” Harbaugh said short- 
ly before the Citrus Bowl. “Win this game, 
and this will be my favorite year in football.” 

Michigan did win, of course, so Harbaugh 
was indeed able to cap off what he called his 
most enjoyable season ever — both as a play- 
er and coach. 

That's all nice. Now, let's crank up the 
intensity just a wee bit more. 

Michigan returns 15 starters from last sea- 
son’s 10-3 squad and this fall will add the 
nation’s No. 5-ranked recruiting class in the 
247Sports Composite ratings. 

Harbaugh once described last season as an 
exercise in stopping a runaway train that was 
headed in the wrong direction. Now, with a 
slew of talent to work with, we’ll see if the en- 
gineer can point that train straight down the 
tracks toward a Big Ten championship that 
has eluded the Wolverines since 2004. 


OFFENSE 


Michigan returns a ton of experience and 
production on offense, with two rather im- 
portant exceptions. 

Quarterback and center. 

Michigan lost quarterback Jake Rudock 
and center Graham Glasgow — the two most 
important players on offense last season — to 


graduation. Rudock became the second quar- 
terback in school history to throw for 3,000 
yards last season, while Glasgow was widely 
considered the heartbeat of Michigan’s run 
game and pass protection unit. 

The race to replace Rudock appears to have 
narrowed to junior John O’Korn — a Hous- 
ton transfer — and third-year junior Wilton 
Speight. 

O’Korn threw for 34 touchdowns during a 
season-and-a-half at Houston before sitting 
out last season as a transfer. Speight, mean- 
while, got his feet wet for the first time last 
season by leading the team to a comeback 
fourth-quarter win at Minnesota, throwing 
a touchdown pass followed by a two-point 
conversion throw in the 29-26 victory. 

When spring ball opened, O’Korn — the 
American Athletic Conference’s Freshman of 
the Year in 2013 before losing the job dur- 
ing the following season — appeared to be 
slightly ahead of Speight. But by the time 
camp closed, Speight had at least pulled even 
— and possibly ahead. 

Both quarterbacks, along with senior Shane 
Morris, will continue to compete for the top 
spot into fall camp as Harbaugh closed spring 
without a clear leader. 

“There’s so much that can happen over the 
summer in terms of improvements that you 
expect all our quarterbacks to make,” Har- 
baugh said. 

“We'll want to gauge that when we come 
back to start practice in August. (We'll see) 
who made the greatest amount of strides in 
those four months.” 

At center, Michigan appears ready to 
move starting left tackle Mason Cole inside 
to replace Glasgow. Cole — who became 
the first true freshman in Michigan history 
to start a season at left tackle in 2014 — 
is the team’s most-versatile and talented 
lineman, as Harbaugh believes he can play 
any spot up front. 

With Cole inside, Michigan will look to 
sophomore left tackle Grant Newsome on 
the blind side — with seniors Kyle Kalis, Ben 
Braden and Erik Magnuson returning to fill 
out an otherwise veteran group. 

Michigan also returns all three of its top 
running backs in De’Veon Smith, Drake 


SCHEDULE 


15 Record 


Date 
Sept. 3 


Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 


Oct. 1 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 29 
Nov. 5 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 26 


Opponent 


HAWAII 
UCF 
COLORADO 
PENN STATE 
WISCONSIN 
at Rutgers 
ILLINOIS 
at Michigan State 
MARYLAND 
at lowa 
INDIANA 
at Ohio State 


RESULTS 


m= ale SS iS = ST 


Ww 


at Utah 
OREGON STATE 
UNLV 
BYU 
at Maryland 
NORTHWESTERN 
MICHIGAN STATE 
at Minnesota 
RUTGERS 
at Indiana (207) 
at Penn State 
OHIO STATE 
Citrus Bowl 
vs. Florida 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 


3-10 
0-12 
4-9 
7-6 
10-3 
4-8 
5-7 
12-2 
3-9 
12-2 
6-7 
12-1 


17-24 
35-7 
28-7 
31-0 
28-0 
38-0 

23-27 

29-26 

49-16 

48-44 

28-16 

13-42 


41-7 
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LOCATION: 


Ann Arbor, Mich. 


2015: 


10-3 overall, 6-2 Big Ten (3rd, East) 


COACH: 
Jim Harbaugh — At Michigan: 10-3, 
1 year; overall: 68-30, 8 years (college) 


RETURNING STARTERS: 


15; 8 offense, 6 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

WR Jehu Chesson, TE Jake Butt, 

OL Mason Cole, LB/S Jabrill Peppers, 
DL Chris Wormley, DL Ryan Glasgow, 
DL Taco Charlton, CB Jourdan Lewis 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 


Michigan's defense was one of the top 
units in America last season. Michigan 
brings back nearly every impact player 
and adds ultra-intense coordinator Don 
Brown. Michigan will be able to go 
eight-deep on the defensive line. 
Peppers can play just about anywhere, 
and Lewis is an All-American. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 


Michigan has two holes on offense: 
Quarterback and center. Jake Rudock 
finished last season with the second- 
best season by a quarterback in school 
history. Center Graham Glasgow was the 
key up front, and Mason Cole likely 
slides over from tackle to fill that role. 


KEY LOSSES: 

QB Jake Rudock, C Graham Glasgow, 
DT Willie Henry, LB Desmond Morgan, 
LB Joe Bolden, S Jarrod Wilson, P Blake 
O'Neill 


OVERVIEW: 

Michigan has the goods to make a run 
at the Big Ten championship and a spot 
in the College Football Playoff in 
Harbaugh’s second season. Everything 
may well depend on the new quarter- 
back, though. If John O’Korn or Wilton 
Speight can match what Rudock gave 
the team at the end of last season, 
Michigan’s talent — and manageable 
schedule — could push the Wolverines 
to a special season. 


KEY NUMBER: 


Il Michigan has gone 11 full seasons 
since winning its last Big Ten champion- 
ship (2004). 


Johnson and Ty Isaac. Those three rushed 
for a total of 1,229 yards and 11 touch- 
downs last year. 

Smith, rushed for a team-high 753 
yards on 180 carries while fighting in- 
juries last season. He is the hammer of 
the group, happy to run over defenders, 
and Johnson and Isaac also run with the 
physicality that Harbaugh likes. Maybe 
it’s not the most explosive of trios, but 
they can make big plays. 

Michigan’s new quarterback will also 
have plenty of experienced targets, as All- 
American tight end Jake Butt opted to re- 
turn for his senior season. Butt and senior 
receivers Jehu Chesson and Amara Darboh 
combined to make 159 catches for 2,145 
yards and 17 touchdowns last season. 


DEFENSE 


D.J. Durkin is out; Don Brown is in. 

Durkin led Michigan to a No. 4 overall 
ranking in total defense last season (280.7 
yards per game), but he left to take Mary- 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


QB = John O'Korn 

RB _De’Veon Smith* 
Henry Poggi 
Jehu Chesson* 
Amara Darboh* 
Jake Butt* 
Grant Newsome 
Ben Braden* 
Mason Cole* 
Kyle Kalis* 
Erik Magnuson* 
Kenny Allen* 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


DE — Chris Wormley* Sr. 
DT — Maurice Hurst Sr. 
Ryan Glasgow* Sr. 
Taco Charlton 
Mike McCray 
Ben Gedeon 
Jabrill Peppers* 
Jourdan Lewis* 
Channing Stribling 
Delano Hill* Sr. 
Dymonte Thomas Sr. 
Kenny Allen 
*Returning Starter in Bold 


land’s head coaching job in December. 
Weeks later, Harbaugh hired Brown — the 
architect of Boston College’s No. 1-ranked 
defense (254.3). 

It wasn’t exactly a sight-unseen situation 
— Harbaugh did have coaching contacts in 
the Northeast who raved about Brown — 
but the way in which he discovered him 
was rather Harbaugh-esque. 

That means he basically looked up who 
had the best defense in America last season 
and decided that’s who he wanted to hire. 

“You couldn’t help but like him a lot,” 
said Harbaugh, who hired Brown the first 
day he met him in person. “I know we'll be 
best friends within a year’s time.” 

Brown will tweak things a bit this sea- 
son, shifting Michigan from a multiple- 
front squad to a four-man base. He’ll 
also bring his trademark pressure pack- 
ages, which feature blitzing from just 
about every area of the field on nearly 
every snap. 

To get more athletic in the box — and 


Best defensive lineman on the team; can play any spot. 
Explosive off the ball; tough to Keep up with inside. 
One of the strongest and smartest players on the team. 
Has NFL measurables as edge rusher; looking for breakout year. Chase Winovich, Jr. 
Ex-touted recruit finally healthy for the first time. 

Has played since Day 1, but never as a starter. 

Utility tool — can play hybrid LB or anywhere in secondary. 
True shutdown corner and Thorpe Award candidate. 

The rangy senior improved a great deal last season. 
Two-year starter is back for one last run. 

Ex-touted recruit played best ball at the end of 2015. 

Sr. Somebody has to replace Blake O'Neill (41.3-yard average). 


Houston transfer needs to be more consistent to win the job. Wilton Speight, Jr. 
The team’s most consistent RB; a bulldozer when healthy. 
Former D-lineman will get plenty of use in Harbaugh’s 0. 
The most improved player on the roster last season. 
Physical; makes difficult catches in traffic; truly dependable. 
The top tight end in America by most every standard. 

Long and athletic, expected first-year starter. 

Physical freak who must maintain mental consistency. 

Best lineman on the team; moves inside from LT. 

Former five-star recruit has a final year to hit potential, 
Natural right tackle; team’s second-best OL behind Cole. 

Hit 18 of 22 FGs last year, but could be punter-only this season. 


Ty Isaac, Sr. 
Khalid Hill, Sr. 
Grant Perry, So. 
Drake Harris, Jr. 
Tyrone Wheatley Jr., So. 
Mason Cole, Jr. 
Patrick Kugler, Sr. 
Patrick Kugler, Sr. 
David Dawson, Sr. 
Nolan Ulizio, So. 
Andrew David, So. 


Rashan Gary, Fr. 
Matt Godin, Sr. 
Bryan Mone, Jr. 


Devin Bush Jr., Fr. 
Elysee Mbem-Bosse, Fr. 
Noah Furbush, Jr. 
David Long, Fr. 

Jeremy Clark, Sr.* 
Tyree Kinnel, So. 
Brandon Watson, Jr. 
Ryan Tice, So. 


to confuse people — Brown put star 
sophomore defensive back Jabrill Peppers 
at strongside linebacker this spring. Pep- 
pers, a second-team All-American — and 
Michigan’s top athlete — will also see 
plenty of time at corner and safety. Pep- 
pers was the Big Ten’s Freshman of the 
Year honor in 2015. 

“IT remember one of the (first) things he 
said to me,” Brown recalled. “I said, ‘You 
know, I’m probably (bringing pressure) 65 
percent (of the time), And he goes, ‘Nah, 
I hear 85.’ I think he knew what he was 
looking for. 

“There’s two ways to play this game and 
both involve pressure. One, you apply it. 
Or two, you feel it. I’m not big on feeling 
it. So we’re going to apply it.” 

Brown will have plenty of talent to 
work with, as senior defensive linemen 
Chris Wormley, Taco Charlton and Ryan 
Glasgow will anchor a talented group that 
figures to run eight deep once Rashan Gary, 
the nation’s No. 1-ranked recruit, arrives 


— 
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Jabrill Peppers, DB, Redshirt Sophomore (6-1, 208, 4.54) 

NDS Rank: No. 1 SS in class of 2019 

An impressive size/speed athlete, Peppers played mostly defensive back last season (45 tack- 
les, 10 pass break-ups), but is moving to a hybrid linebacker role in 2016, which will showcase 
his well-rounded skill-set to cover, hit and play in space. Once the discipline catches up to the 


talent, Peppers has first-round skills whenever he chooses to enter the draft. 


Jake Butt, TE, Senior (6-6, 250, 4.83) 


NDS Rank: No. 1 TE in class of 2017 


Butt would have had a strong case to be the top tight end in the 2016 class had he left 
school early, but he chose to return to Ann Arbor for his senior season. He is an above-aver- 
age route runner with the fluid athleticism and timing to make natural adjustments. Butt 
needs some refinement as a blocker, but he is a reliable chain-mover as a pass-catcher. 


Jourdan Lewis, CB, Senior (5-10, 175, 4.45) 


NDS Rank: No. 4 CB in class of 2017 


With 20 passes defended last season, Lewis emerged as one of the best defensive backs 
in college football, playing with the requisite confidence, awareness and ball-skills to be 
a playmaker. His lack of size could keep him from being drafted as high as his production 
warrants, but he is a top-five senior corner prospect. 


this summer. 

Michigan’s No. 3-ranked pass defense 
(158.5 yards per game) will once again be 
bolstered by All-American corner Jourdan 
Lewis, who should be one of the favorites 
for Jim Thorpe Award. 

“I’m comfortable with understanding 
my role on the team right now,” Lewis said. 
“T understand that I might (always) be on 
the best receiver (the other team) has.” 

Even with Peppers as a teammate, Lewis 
might be Michigan’s best player. 

“He's doing a hell of a job; the kid works 
so hard,” said cornerbacks coach Michael 
Zordich. “He’s working his butt off.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Michigan’s special teams will be under 
new direction as John Baxter left for the 
same position at USC in January. Lineback- 
ers coach Chris Partridge and tight ends 


2013 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 32.2 46 
Rushing 125.7 102 
Passing 7.8 51 
Total 373.5 86 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PERGAME RANK 
26.8 66 
140.2 29 
231.3 66 
371.5 41 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 


+ 0.4 32 - 16 
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2014 RANKINGS 


PER GAME 


PER GAME 
117.7 15 
193.7 


311.3 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 


— Dane Brugler, NFLDraftScout.com 


coach Jay Harbaugh will share those duties 
this season. 

And they might be using one kicker for 
multiple duties, as senior Kenny Allen 
left spring as the team’s top placekicker 
and punter. Michigan will welcome true 
freshman Quinn Nordin — the nation’s 
top-ranked kicker — this fall. But if he, 
or sophomore Andrew David, is unable 
to wow the staff, Allen will be getting 
plenty of work. 

Michigan’s return game was the best in 
the Big Ten last season (28.4 yards per re- 
turn). Jabrill Peppers, Jourdan Lewis and 
Jehu Chesson all made big plays on the 
punt and kick return teams a year ago, and 
they’re all back for another go in 2016. 

“That group as a whole is really, really 
good,” said Jay Harbaugh. “I'd be surprised 
if there’s a better group as a whole in the 
country.” 


2015 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 


RANK 
109 
62 
110 
112 


PERGAME RANK 


RANK 


22.4 27 


DEFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 16.4 6 
Rushing 16 
T-19 Passing 3 
7 Total 280.7 4 


RANK 
7-121 4 


RANK 
T-92 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 


1.33 - 0,31 


DEM ’ 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Michigan’s non-league schedule is the 
most manageable it has been in years, with 
games against Hawaii, Central Florida and 
Colorado to open the season. Those teams 
combined to win just seven games last sea- 
son. 

The Wolverines play their first five 
games of the season at Michigan Stadi- 
um and won’t hit the road until Oct. 8 
at Rutgers. If Michigan can get through 
home tests against Penn State and Wis- 
consin to open Big Ten play, there’s a 
strong chance that this team is 7-0 head- 
ing into a critical showdown at Michigan 
State on Oct. 29. 

The back half of the schedule is the most 
difficult, as the Wolverines follow their 
road trip to MSU with a trip to Iowa on 
Nov. 12 before closing the regular season at 
rival Ohio State on Nov. 26. 

— Nick Baumgardner 
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WOLVERINES SPRING ROSTER 


70 Nolan Ulizio 6-5 


Quarterback West Chester, OH 


Hometown 
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12 Alex Malzone QB 6-1 222 So. Farmington Hills Dofonsive Linemen Homelown 
ake Butt considered leaving Michigan for 15 GarrettMoores QB 6-3 214 Sr. Northville 33. Taco Chariton DE 6-6 285 Sr. Pickerington, OH 
Ji NFL at the end of his junior year, but after 7__ Shane Morris QB 63 208 Sr. Hazel Park 42_Joseph Files DL_ 6-4 239 So. Lake Orion 
consulting with coach Jim Harbaugh, the star 8 _ John O'Korn OB 6-4 209 Sr. FortLauderdale,Fl_ 96 RyanGlasgow ——OT_—6-4 300 Sr. Aurora, IL 
tight end opted to return for his senior season. : aan ear = m = . = = uate Gan a = = = amie 
The 6-6, 250-pounder will be a favorite for the 7 Shelton Johnson DE 65 212 So. Delray Beach, FL 
Mackey Award this season after having a breakout =a ioe Beneducci FB «5-9 200 FarHllls, NJ 93. Lawrence Marshall DE 250 Jt Southfield 
campaign in Harbaugh’s offense a year ago. Butt 35 Brianchu ——~FB«=S-10 223 Jr. Kuala Lumpur Malaysia «SS Garrett Miller —~OT am Sr. Adrian 
recorded 51 catches for 654 yards and three touch- 23 Kingston Davis RB 6-1 225 Fr, Prattville, AL 90_Bryan Mone OT 6-4 320 Jr  SaltLake City, UT 
downs last season. 39 Spencer Dickow FB 6-0 233 So. Bloomfield Hills 45 BradyPallante DT 6-1 280 Jr. Naples, FL 
He finished the year as a second-team All- 37 Bobby Henderson FB 5-11 245 Sr. Hopewell Junction, NY 15 ChaseWinovich DE 6-3 245 Jr. _Jefferson Hills, PA 
American. 27 Joe Hewlett RB 6-0 195 Jr. Novi 43 ChrisWormley DE ~~«6-5 303 Sr. Toledo, OH 
“My heart’s been at Michigan the whole entire 22. Karan Higdon RB 5-10 189 So, Sarasota,FL 46 Michael Wroblewski DE 6-2 246 Sr. _ Saint Clair Shores 
time; | just love my teammates, my roommates and = = 3 = = = oe eg Toeu En Fcaastaat 
Ne Michigan: | really wanted to stay,” Butt said. 26) Draka ohason LAB Le IDL hn bor 8 Jack Duneway 1B 6-8 212 6a. Sica ihe 
| don’t know what it’s like in the NFL. It kind 19 Henry Poggi FB 6-4 266 Sr. Baltimore, MD i) Baah Fastaish IB 84 00 JE Kenton, OH 
of came down to, unless coach Harbaugh told me 33 WyaltShallman RB 6-3 245 Sr. Hartland 42 Ben Gedeon 1B 6-3 248 Sr. Hudson, OH 
| was crazy for staying, | wanted to stay.” 4 De'VeonSmith RB 5-11 228 Sr, Warren, OH 4 Reuben Jones 1B 6-4 222 So. Lakeland, FL 
“Harbaugh drew national attention once again 40_Nick Volk FB 5-10 245 Jr Frankenmuth 58 Alex Kaminski 1B 5-10 215 Jr. . Ada 
this offseason, seemingly every day for a while. 6 Kareem Walker RB 6-1 210 Fr. Wayne,NJ_ = 2__Carlo Kemp (B 6-3 250 Fr. Boulder, CO 
First, he angered the SEC by taking his team to wie ese ors MUO = 52 _DanteMauricio LB 5-11 190 So. Katy, ™% 
IMG Academy in Bradenton, Fla., during Michigan’s : — “i = a * <a a =. wey z 4 ~ = See 
. ’ . ul n ). i 
spring break: The Gam ARC INE WOES off tla 82_AmaraDarboh WR 6-2 215 Sr, WestDesMoines,IA 5 Jabrill Peppers LB/S 6-1 208 So, _East Orange, NJ 
first four spring practices, the final being an open 14 DrakeHaris WR 6-4 181. J Grand Rapids 92 Cheyenn Robertson LB 6-3 233 So. Union City, NJ 
workout — a session attended by a number of top 2 Ahmir Mitchell WR 6-3 205 Fr. EggHarbor ity,NJ 19 JaredWangler «LB 6-2. 231 Ji. Royal Oak 
recruits at IMG. 9 Grant Perry WR 6-0 184 So, Bloomfield Hills [NTN Hometown 
The SEC got some (temporary) revenge shortly 40 Kenneth Sloss WR 5-11 170 Sr. Monroe 34 Jeremy Clark CB 6-4 «210° Sr. Madisonville, KY 
afterward, when the NCAA member conferences 16 Jack Wangler WR 6-1 200 Sr. Royal Oak 49 Anthony Dalimonte CB 5-9 180 Sr. Bloomfield Hills 
voted 6-4 in favor of the banishment of off-site 85 _ Maurice Ways WR 6-3 210 dr. Beverly Hills 30 Reon Dawson CB 6-2 181 Sr. Trotwood, OH 
football camps ... but then THAT was overturned 5 Brendan Wolie o_11WA 1 GALS 180250, Scottsdale, AZ_ 29 Jordan Glasgow S_6-1_ 195 So. Aurora, Ik 
and Harbaugh was back at it in a big way, even aitatee nee . a = — ; = * = — 
: . : . lan ing r. , elano Hil r. 
scheduling satellite camps in Australia, Samoa ca iidaa tae aa Pickerington, of 23 Tyee Kinnel $ S11 01 So. ober Pelghts, on 
and Hawaii. ; : 34 Kenneth Ferris TE 6-4 229 So, Fowlerville 36 TaylorKrupp + CB 6-0 177 New Lothrop 
* Harbaugh routinely had staff turnover during 10 ZachGentry ‘TE 6-7 244 So. _Albuquerque,NM 26 JourdanLewis CB 5-10 175 Sr Detroit 
his run at Stanford, and his time at Michigan — 81 Michael Jocz ‘TE 6-4 241 Sr Novi 20 MattMitchell  S 5-10 181 Jr Dexter 
though brief — has been no different. 84 Sean McKeon TE 65 230 Fr. Dudley, MA 18 AJ Pearson S 60 197 Sr, Johns Creek, GA 
Defensive coordinator D.J. Durkin left to take 8__Tyrone Wheatley TE 6-6 280 So. Buffalo,NY_ 8 Channing Stribling CB 6-2 181 Sr. Matthews, NC 
Maryland's head coaching job. Special teams co- Offensive Lineman Pos Wt Wh OY Hometown 25 DymonteThomas S 6-2 195 Sr. Alliance, OH 
ordinator John Baxter left for the same job at USC. 71_Ben Braden OL_ 6-6 322 Sr. Rockford 6 _KeithWashington_CB_ 6-2 170 So. Prattville, AL 
Safeties coach Greg Jackson took a job with the | 76 JwamBushelGeaty OL 6-5 325 Jt ee es 
Dallas Cowboys. 52 Mason Gee a. 305 Jr. —_Tarpon Springs, FL 41 Jacob West S60 Hs So. on 
aes ; 55 awson 316 Sr. Detroit = = NETS Pov Wi Hometown 
* Michigan had three players taken in the 2016 51 Greg Froelich OL 6-2 283 Sr _-Maplewood,NJ «91 Kenny Allen KP 6-3 210 Sr Fenton 
NFL Draft — center Graham Glasgow (third round), | 67 Kyle Kali ol 305 Sr.___—_Lakewood,OH 16 Andrew David K-59 178 So. Massillon, OH 
defensive tackle Willie Henry (fourth round) and 57 Patrick Kugler OL 65 302 Sr Wexford, PA 38 Bradley Deeg iS 61 178 So. Plymouth 
quarterback Jake Rudock (sixth round). 78 ErikMagnuson OL 6-6 305 Sr, Carisbad,CA 31. James Foug K/P_ 5-10 169 So. Palo Alto, CA 
77 Grant Newsome OL 6-7 300 So. McLean, VA 50 Andrew Robinson LS 5-11 220 Jr Troy 
63 Ben Pliska OL 6-3 283 Sr. Kirkland, WA 31 ScottSypniewski LS 6-1 225 Sr. Ottawa, IL 
OUTSIDER'S VIEW 75 JonRunyan OL 6-4 304 So. Philadelphia,PA 41 RyanTice KP 6-1 181 So, Saline 
“When Jim Harbaugh took over, it predicted to be 
a two-step rebuilding process. Step one was to win ww Name GP Effic Cmp Att int Pct Yards TD Long Avg/G 
in 2015 against teams that had less talent, something © PASSING J.Rudock 13 141.50 249 389° «9640 3017, 20 64 282.1 
that had not been done in recent years, Fair to say, step |“ W.Speight 7 65.73 9 2 es var 23) gE 43. | 104 
one was accomplished. — oO fk SOAP Ns Ru Mon, cca A sllivoons she puent Yeap diebsivasstrendlts 
“Step two was to challenge for championships, |=" Name GP No. Yards Avg m “Long Avg/6 
such as winning the East Division, the Big Ten and the RECEIVING A.Darhoh” 13 GA) 72 A25~ 5°. 80: 68 
national championship — a much more difficult goal = ; 03 bs 4 ey sp : is op 
than the past generation's goal of winning the BigTen == bs penn DN at sab OL aa te, ee, See : 
and going to the Rose Bowl. —_ Name GP Att. Gain Loss Net Avg © TD__Long Avg/G 
“To have success against the best in the East you == RUSHING D. Smith 13 180 781 28 753 42 6 60 579 
must be superior at the line of scrimmage. Michigan is =" D. Johnson 12 54-282 11.s271s«50 4 20 226 
in the conversation when it comes to who has the best = =—_ T Isaac a 0 206 1 20 68 1 76 293 
defensive line. The bigger question will be if the offen- oe ee Pryriyy eamev evry} eed e¥e rh MYSyseyewanewe¥ives rs ulunsecesessessebavesdsssseduatediasssessuasceeg¢oe~ 
sive line has improved enough to block the other two | nr LEADERS. Tackles: J.B Bolden 83, D. Morgan 71, J. Wilson 61 
best defensive lines in the conversation, Ohio State © = Tackles for loss: C. Wormley 14.5, W. Henry 10. T. Chariton 8.5 


and Michigan State.” 
— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 


Sacks: C. Wormley 6.5, W. Henry 6.5, 7. Chariton 5.5 
Interceptions: J. Clark 3, J. Wilson 2, J. Lewis 2, C. Stribling 2 
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Rashan Gary 

\ The top-ranked recruit according to the 247Sports 

{ Composite could be the missing piece to a Michigan title 

| run as the Wolverines needed another pass-rusher up front 
and Gary certainly fits the bill, racking up 27.5 sacks his 
final two years of high school. Gary should be able to pro- 
vide a pass rush from every position on the defensive line. 


Devin Bush 

Michigan is expecting the Pembroke Pines (Fla.) Flanagan 
linebacker and four-star recruit to help right away. As 

a senior, Bush helped lead his team to a Class 8-A state 

/ championship with 67 tackles. He's a twitchy linebacker 
that will add quickness to the second level of the 
Wolverines defense. 


David Long 

One of the top cornerback recruits in the country, the 
Los Angeles (Calif.) Loyola standout will is one of the top 
cover guys in the country, has big-time speed and also 

/ brings a high football 10 to Ann Arbor. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


Devin Asiasi TE 6-4 265 @0060  Concori,Ca De La Salle 
247Sports Composite rated No. 3 tight end nationally and No. 12 player in California... Played in U.S. Army 
All-American Game... As a senior, had 17 receptions for 311 yards and five touchdowns. 

Ben Bredeson OL 65 23 OOO0 Hartland, Wi Arrowhead 
Ranked No. 5 offensive tackle nationally and No. 1 player in Wisconsin by 247Sports Composite... Wisconsin 
Gatorade Player of the Year... USA Today All-American... Played in Under Armour All-American Game... 
Helped team to state championship game four consecutive seasons. 

Devin Bush, Jr. 1B 6-0 220 @©@O6 Pembroke Pines, FL Charles W. Flanagan 
247Sports Composite rated No. 12 inside linebacker nationally... Played in Under Armour All-American 
Game... Two-time All-State. ..Had 67 tackles, including nine tackles for loss, and 1.5 quarterback sacks as 
a senior. 


Dylan Crawtord WR G2 183 © © © fateh Sata Marat CA Santa Maar atlle 
Ranked No. 19 wide receiver nationally by 247Sports Composite... Played in U.S. Army All-American Game... 
As a senior, had 51 receptions for 822 yards and seven touchdowns. 

Kingston Davis RBOOG-1 2 0«O8 OO Prativille, AL Prattville 
247Sports Composite rated No. 1 fullback nationally and No. 27 player in Alabama... Had 1,656 yards rush- 
ing and 19 touchdowns as a senior... As a junior, had 1,432 yards rushing and 14 touchdowns. 

Michael Dwumfour DL 62 30 O00 Wayne, Nd DePaul Catholic 
Ranked No. 25 player in New Jersey by 247Sports Composite... Helped team to two consecutive state 
championships... As a senior, had 55 tackles, including 21 tackles for loss and seven quarterback sacks. 
Nick Eubanks TE 66 20 O00 Plantation, FL American Heritage 
247Sports Composite rated No. 15 tight end and No. 50 player in Florida... Had 23 receptions for 344 yards 
and three touchdowns as a senior... Helped team to 2014 state championship. 

Chris Evans AH 5-11 199 ©0660 _ Indianapolis, IN Ben Davis 
Ranked No. 9 all-purpose player nationally and No. 4 player in Indiana by 247Sports Composite. .. As a senior, 
had 1,115 yards rushing and 15 touchdowns... Had 40 receptions for 411 yards and four touchdowns. 
Rashan Gary DL 65 23 ©6006 Plainfield, NJ Paramus Catholic 
247Sports Composite rated No. 1 player nationally regardless of position... USA Today High School Defensive 
Player of the Year... Played in Under Armour All-American Game... Had 55 tackles, 13.5 quarterback sacks 
and four fumbles caused as a senior. 


Devin Gil IB 6&1 25 O66 


Pembroke Pines, FL Charles W. Flanagan 
Ranked No. 66 safety nationally by 247Sports Composite... Helped team to state championship in 2015... 
Asa senior, had 60 tackles... Had 64 tackles and three interceptions as a junior. 


Brat Hawkins WR 62 25 ©0060  Camden,NJ Camden 
247Sports Composite rated No. 7 player in New Jersey... Played in Semper Fidelis All-American Bowl... Had 
41 receptions for 544 yards and seven touchdowns as a senior... Had 124 yards rushing and four touchdowns. 


Lavert Hill DB S11 15 OOO0  DBetnil Martin Luther King 
Ranked No. 12 comerback nationally and No. 5 player in Michigan by 247Sports Composite... Played in U.S. 
Army All-American Game and named top defensive back of the game... As a senior, had 12 interceptions, 
returning three for touchdowns. 

Khaleke Hudson DB 60 26 800 McKeesport, PA McKeesport 
247Sports Composite rated No. 23 safety nationally and No. 10 player in Pennsylvania... Had 60 tackles and 
three interceptions, returning two for touchdowns, as a senior... Had 1,118 yards rushing and 17 touch- 
downs, averaging 10.5 yards per carry. 

Nate Johnson WR 5-11 180 OO6 Thompson Station, IN Independence 
Ranked No. 15 player in Tennessee by 247Sports Composite... Helped team to 15-0 record and state cham- 
pionship in 2015... As a senior, had 87 receptions for 1,713 yards and 27 touchdowns, 
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Khaleke Hudson 

McKeesport (Pa.) High safety Khaleke Hudson wasn't as 
touted as many in this class, but there aren't many more 
talented. Will begin his career at safety in Ann Arbor, but 
has the goods to play running back if asked. Never left 
the field on Friday nights, racking up 60 tackles and three 
interceptions (two returned for TDs) while averaging over 
10-yards per carry in gaining 1,118 yards and 17 touch- 
downs on 106 carries. 


SLEEPER 


Michigan signed a huge class in 2016, Jim Harbaugh’s first full recruiting year 
since taking over in Ann Arbor. The biggest need in 2017 is the offensive line, 
where Michigan is looking to take five as it continues to get the program where 
it wants it in the trenches. Jim Harbaugh and staff will continue to replenish the 
roster at all position groups. 
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— By Steve Wiltfong 
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Ron Johnson DL 63 245 ©OO0  Camien,NJ Camden 
247Sports Composite rated No. 23 weakside defensive end nationally... Played in Semper Fidelis All- 
American Bowl... Had 112 tackles and three quarterback sacks as a senior... As a junior, had 10 
quarterback sacks. 


Carlo Kemp 1B 63 20 OOGC  Boulder,C0 Fairview 
Ranked No. 15 strongside defensive end nationally and No. 1 player in Colorado by 247Sports 
Composite... Three-time All-State... Had 203 career tackles (143 solo) and 14 quarterback sacks... As 
a senior, had 81 tackles, including seven tackles for loss, four quarterback sacks, one fumble recovered 
and blocked one field goal. 


David Long DB 60 187 OOOO _ LosAngeles,CA Loyola 
247Sports Composite rated No. 8 cornerback nationally and No. 9 player in California... Played in U.S. Army 
All-American Game... Had 19 tackles, five passes broken up and one interception as a senior. 


Elysee Mbem-Basse B 63 22 600 Ellenwood, GA Cedar Grove 
Ranked No. 17 inside linebacker nationally and No. 45 player in Georgia by 247Sports Composite... As a 
junior, had 81 tackles, three quarterback sacks, three fumbles caused and three fumbles recovered. 


Eddie McDoom WR 60 182 O06 Winter Garten, FL West Orange 
247Sports Composite rated No. 56 player in Florida... Had 29 receptions for 653 yards and nine touchdowns 
as a senior... As a junior, had 47 receptions for 854 yards and 15 touchdowns. 


Sean McKeon T 65 20 OO6 Dudley, MA Shepherd Hill Regional 
Ranked No. 45 tight end nationally and No. 2 player in Massachusetts by 247Sports Composite. .. Two-time 
USA Today All-State... As a senior, had 23 receptions for 334 yards and three touchdowns. 


Josh Metellus 0B 60 15 G00 Pembroke Pines, FL Charles W. Flanagan 
247Sports Composite rated No. 49 safety nationally... All-State... Helped team to state championship in 
2015... Had 50 tackles and 5.5 quarterback sacks as a senior. 


Abmir Mitchell WR 63 208 ©OO6O6 = Egg Harbor City, NJ Cedar Creek 
Ranked No. 9 athlete nationally and No. 5 player in New Jersey by 247Sports Composite... As a senior, had 
30 receptions for 359 yards and two touchdowns. 

Quinn Nordin K 60 20 O00 Rockford Rockford 


247Sports Composite rated No. 1 kicker nationally and No. 18 player in Michigan... Averaged 52.9 yards per 
punt as a senior... Made 2 of 3 field goal attempts with a long of 51 yards. 


Michael Onwenu OL 63 30 OOOO  Detrit Cass Technical 
Ranked No. 4 offensive guard nationally and No. 1 player in Michigan by 247Sports Composite... Played in 
U.S. Army All-American Game... All-State. 

Brandon Peters 0 65 25 G@OOO = Avon,iIN Avon 
247Sports.com rated No. 6 pro-style quarterback and No. 61 player nationally and No. 1 player in 
Indiana... Played in U.S. Army All-American Game... Indiana Gatorade Player of the Year... Had 6,843 
career passing yards and 79 touchdowns... As a senior, had 3,103 yards passing and 37 touchdowns 
with five interceptions. 

Stephen Spanellis OL 65 35 ooo Baltimore, MD The Gilman School 
Ranked No. 32 offensive quard nationally and No, 20 player in Maryland by 247Sports Composite. 

dosh Uche 1B 62 215 OOO Miami, FL Columbus 
247Sports Composite rated No. 45 weakside defensive end nationally... Helped team to state cham- 
pionship game in 2014 and 2015... Had 50 tackles, 14 quarterback sacks and two fumbles caused 
as a senior. 


Kareem Walker RB O61 210 DePaul Catholic 


©0000  Wayne,N 
Ranked No. 4 running back nationally and No. 3 player in New Jersey ... Helped team to two consecutive 
state championships... Had 4,563 career rushing yards and 55 touchdowns... Had 19 career receptions for 
245 yards and two touchdowns... As a senior, had 1,517 yards and 13 touchdowns. 
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PLAYER PROFILE 


With New Position, Peppers Ready to Roll 


have a position. 

A year ago, he lined up at nickel, cor- 
nerback, safety, linebacker, wide receiver, 
running back, punt returner, kick returner 
and even quarterback. 

Oh, is that all? 

“| feel like | can play anywhere,” Peppers 
once said. “Except the line.” 

Michigan’s explosive 6-1, 208-pound 
do-it-all redshirt sophomore was the 
Big Ten Freshman of the Year in 2015 
and a second-team All-American de- 
fensive back. In 2016, under first-year 
defensive coordinator Don Brown, Pep- 
pers will occupy a new home base: 
SAM linebacker. 

Peppers will spend most of his time in 
the box this season in Brown’s defense. 
He’ll be used in the blitz game, as a side- 
line-to-sideline tackler against the run, 
and as a threat to hit the quarterback on 
every series. 

Michigan will also shift him out to cover 
players in the slot and even give him some 
run at safety this season. 

The goal for the most physically-gifted 
player on the roster — and possibly in the 
Big Ten — will be to keep him on the field 
as long as possible. 

“| just think we've got to give this guy 
a bunch of jobs,” Brown said. 

“He’s a dynamic athlete, and we'll 
keep him around the line of scrim- 
mage and let him do a bunch of stuff 
— whether he’s covering receivers or 
playing linebacker-type stuff in certain 
personnel groups.” 

Peppers welcomed the move with open 
arms this spring and says — hint, hint — 
he’s still more than open to doing anything 
Michigan wants him to on offense. He 
rushed 18 times, made eight receptions 
and attempted a pass last season. 

Peppers returned 17 punts for an av- 
erage of 11.4 yards, and had eight kick 
returns at a Clip of 27.9 yards per return. 

On defense, he broke up 10 passes and 


: many ways, Jabrill Peppers doesn’t 


f 
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ber a few times this year, too. 
He’s the ultimate X-factor. 
As long as Michigan wins, he’s good. 


and out-challenge,” he said. “We just 
want to win.” 


For more coverage visit lindyssports.com/college-football/big-ten/michigan 
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MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 
: CBJOURDAN LEWIS 


A true star in the defen- 
? sive backfield, Lewis 

? last season set the 
school record for pass 

? breakups in a season 

? with 20. That’s an impressive 

feat when you consider Charles Woodson 

: once played his position for the Wolverines. ... 
: No player on the roster (outside of maybe 

, i TE Jake Butt) is as consistent as Lewis, who 

| : will draw the opposition’s best receiver every 
: week. ... Returned one of his two interceptions 
last season for a touchdown. 


: EMERGING STAR 


: TE TYRONE WHEATLEY JR. 
: Wheatley missed the first 
? half of his true fresh- 
man season in 2015 

: with a foot injury. But 

? when spring camp began 
: in late February, the 

6-6, 280-pounder was one of the more 

: impressive offensive weapons on the team. ... 
? He looks like a right tackle but runs and 
catches like a tight end. ... The son of 

: Michigan RB coach (and former star) Tyrone 


Wheatley appears to be headed for big things. 


: TOP NEWCOMER 
: DE/DT RASHAN GARY 


had 5.5 tackles for loss among his 45 stops. : Pepe Ysera recon 


He played nearly 100 snaps in one game : : 
last season and could approach that num- : 247Sports Composite, 
: Gary will begin his run 
: at Michigan as a defen- 
? sive end, but could also 
“We just want to win. You line up 11 : 
guys in front of us and we'll put our best : 
11 out there and out-compete, out-work : 


in America in the 


see time at tackle. ... The 6-5, 293-pounder 
is physically ready to make an impact and 
should be a member in Michigan’s front-four 


: rotation from the first game. ... Made 27.5 
: sacks in his final two seasons at Paramus 
? Catholic in Paramus, N.J. 


= Photos courtesy of Michigan Athletics. 
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CHIPPEWAS at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: Mount Pleasant, Mich. 

COACH: John Bonamego — At Central Michigan and overall: 
7-6, 1 year 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Morris Watts 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR; Greg Colby 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2009 
LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2013 
RETURNING STARTERS: 14; 5 offense, 8 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Cooper Rush, RB Jahray Hayes, 
WR Anthony Rice, DE Mitch Stanitzek, NT Jabari Dean, 
LB Nathan Ricketts, FS Tony Annese 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: CMU has leadership at quarterback 
from Rush, a senior primed to position himself for the NFL. 
He has most of his receivers returning. The linebackers and 
returning defensive backs are coming off productive seasons. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: There are no senior starters on the 
offensive line, with only one starter (junior left guard Austin 
Doan) returning to that unit, The running game, which averaged 
just 101.3 yards a game last year, lost its leading rusher and 
will try to improve behind that inexperienced offensive line, 


OFFENSE 

Second-year coach John Bonamego has an NFL pros- 
pect at quarterback with senior Cooper Rush, but a lot of 
unproven talent around him. Central Michigan returns 
only five offensive starters, and Rush will try to excel 
behind a starting offensive line that has no seniors. 

Rush is coming off a season in which he passed for 
3,848 yards while completing 66.3 percent of his pass- 
es. He had 25 touchdowns and 11 interceptions, often 
under pressure. He was sacked 27 times. 

Gone is leading rusher Martez Walker, who trans- 
ferred out of the program after gaining only 373 yards 
on 106 carries. Senior running back Jahray Hayes, 
who scored on a 25-yard run in the spring game, ap- 
pears ready to be the primary rusher after gaining 324 
yards on 94 carries last season. 

Rush can count on his targets; four of five players 
who finished with at least 550 receiving yards a year 
ago are back. Leading that group are seniors Jesse 
Kroll (61 catches for 866 yards) and Anthony Rice 
(57 catches for 595 yards). 


DEFENSE 

Bonamego’s defense returns eight starters who 
played most of last season, and that doesn’t include 
junior defensive end Joe Ostman, who was sidelined 
after the second game because of a high ankle sprain. 
Ostman, a third-team All-MAC selection in 2014, was 
one of the team’s best players in the spring. 

Ostman’s absence last season allowed ends Michael 
Stanitzek, Chris Kantzavelos and Nate Brisson-Fast to 
gain valuable experience. The trio combined for 12.5 
tackles for loss, including four sacks, last season. Stan- 
itzek, who also recorded a sack in the spring game, 
could evolve into an all-conference player. 

Senior Nathan Ricketts, junior Jeff Perry and sopho- 
more Malik Fountain are returning starters solidifying 
the linebacker position, Fountain and Ricketts were 
particularly impressive last season, combining for 
8.5 tackles for loss. 

Safety Kavon Frazier is off to the NFL asa sixth-round 
pick, but the secondary still appears to be the strongest 
unit for Central Michigan. Cornerbacks Josh Cox and 
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MAC record: 


st, West) 


COOPER RUSH 


“We've had the top defense in the MAC 
the last two years, and that’s something 
that we take a lot of pride in. It’s part of 
our tradition.” 

— Coach John Bonamego 


Amari Coleman, and safety Tony Annese, combined for 
6.5 tackles for loss, four interceptions, 20 pass breakups 
and four forced fumbles a year ago. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Ron Coluzzi, who averaged 39.2 yards a punt last 
year, transferred to Iowa, where he is a walk-on as a 
senior graduate. Replacing him is redshirt sophomore 
Cooper Mojsiejenko. Senior Brian Eavey returns as 
place-kicker after making 16 of 24 field goal attempts 
last year, He was only 5 of 13 from 40 yards and beyond. 


OVERVIEW 

There is a lot of good with the bad with Central 
Michigan in 2016. There is unproven talent on the of- 
fensive line and at running back, but an NFL-caliber 
quarterback who has an array of talented receivers re- 
turning. The defense, coming off a season in which it 
tallied only 14 sacks, is solid with starting experience 
at almost every position. Road games at Northern IIli- 
nois and Toledo will have lots to say about CMU’s fate 
in the West division. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


DT Shahid Bellamy: After redshirting as a fresh- 
man last year, Bellamy, a touted prospect from 
Detroit, should bolster a Central Michigan defensive 
line that had trouble putting pressure on quarterbacks 
last season. 


Stadium: Kolly/Shorts Stalium (32,885) 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN | CHIPPEWAS 


By Javier Morales 


2016 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
QB 10 | Cooper Rush® 6-3 227 Sr. 
RB 11 | Jahray Hayes 5-11 210 Sr. 
FB 40 | Joe Bacci 6-1 245 Sr. 
WR 88 | Jesse Kroll* 6-3 214 Sr. 
WR 80 | Anthony Rice* 6-0 179 Sr. 
TE 86 | Zach Crouch 6-5 241 Jr. 
LT 76 | Jack Ford 6-7 305 Jr. 
LG 79 | Austin Doan® 6-4 301 Jr. 
C 58 | Joe Komel 6-4 302 So. 
RG 70 | Shakir Carr 6-4 316 So. 
RT 74 | Derek Edwards* 6-5 300 Jr. 
DEFENSE 
DE 44 | Mitch Stanitzek’ 6-4 245 Jr. 
DT 55 | Michael Steinhauer 6-3 294 Jr. 
NT 52 | Jabari Dean® 6-2 290 Sr. 
DE 45 | Joe Ostman 6-3 250 Jr. 
LB 42 | Nathan Ricketts* 6-3 237 Sr. 
LB 32 | Jeff Perry’ 6-2 228 Jr. 
LB 31 | Malik Fountain® 6-2 233 So. 
CB 14 | Josh Cox* 5-11 190 Jr. 
CB 7 | Amari Coleman’ 5-10 185 Jr. 
SS 22 | Gary Jones 6-2 217 Jr. 
FS 18 | Tony Annese* 6-1 209 Sr. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 96 | Brian Eavey® 6-2 192 Sr. 
P 9 | Cooper Mojsiejenko 6-4 210 So. 
*Returning starters in Bold 
2016 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 1 PRESBYTERIAN 
Sept. 10 at Oklahoma State 
Sept. 17 UNLV 
Sept. 24 at Virginia 
Oct.1 WESTERN MICHIGAN 
Oct. 8 BALL STATE 
Oct. 15 at Northern Illinois 
Oct. 22 at Toledo 
Oct. 29 KENT STATE 
Nov. 4 at Miami (0H) 
Nov. 15 OHIO 
Nov. 22 at Eastern Michigan 
2015 RESULTS 
L OKLAHOMA STATE 13-24 
w MONMOUTH (NJ) 31-10 
L at Syracuse 27-30 
L at Michigan State 10-30 
Ww NORTHERN ILLINOIS 29-19 
L at Western Michigan 39-41 
Ww BUFFALO 51-14 
Ww at Ball State 23-21 
w at Akron 14-6 
L TOLEDO 23-28 
Ww at Kent State 27-14 
Ww EASTERN MICHIGAN 35-28 
2015 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 25.8 88 
Rushing 101.3 124 
Passing 300.4 19 
Total 401.7 63 
DEFENSE PER GAME RANE 
Scoring 22.0 T-28 
Rushing 139.2 29 
Passing 193.0 24 
Total 333.2 16 
TO MARGIN FER GAME RANE 
+2 +0.15 T-51 
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OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Dave Warner, Jim Bollman 


MICHIGAN STATE 


SPARTANS 


For more coverage of the Spartans, visit michiganstate.247Sports.com 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Harlon Barnett, Mike Tressel 


MSU TRIES TO TURN THE PAGE WITHOUT PAUSE 


ik next chapter of Michigan State 
football begins — one without Con- 
nor Cook at quarterback, Jack Conklin 
and Jack Allen protecting him, and Shilique 
Calhoun rushing the passer on the other side 
of the ball. 

The last of the original stars of the gold- 
en age of Spartan football have moved on. 
What's next is perhaps most telling test of the 
program’s sustainability. 

MSU went 36-5 with two Big Ten champi- 
onships, a Rose Bow! win and a berth in the 
College Football Playoff over the last three sea- 
sons. Now the program Mark Dantonio built 
to unimaginable heights faces a transition. 

The last time the Spartans had such a 
defined turnover — post Kirk Cousins and 
Co. in 2011 — they stumbled the following 
season, finishing 7-6, leaving doubts about 
whether MSU’s rise was more than just one 
special group of players. 

It’s clear now that it was. That it is. And 
given strides in recruiting — a program- 
record 10 four-star recruits signed in this 
latest class, and a second straight year of 
landing Ohio kids coveted by Ohio State — it 
appears as if the winning will continue under 
Dantonio in the long-term. 

But the questions about 2016 are legitimate. 

“We've got an influx of good players com- 
ing in here,” Dantonio said. “All they need 
is growth and experience; sometimes that 
comes painfully, I guess, but we’ll get there. 
I think we have the makings of a very good 
football team.” 

This is not a team plagued by overwhelm- 
ing youth. MSU is, however, relying on play- 
ers at critical positions unproven in their 
upcoming roles — mostly at quarterback, 
receiver and in the trenches. 

There are 10 returning starters between 
the offense and defense, and several others 
who were forced into valuable action during 
a 2015S season in which MSU saw its offensive 
line, quarterback position and defensive sec- 
ondary beset with injuries. 

“It’s great to have guys who have been in 
the program for a while to remind the young 
guys this doesn’t come easy, how hard we 
have to work, how hard we have to scratch 
and claw to be where we're we've been the 


last few years,” co-defensive coordinator 
Mike Tressel said. 
“You don’t just put on the Green and 
White and win 10 games. You have to fight.” 
Ten wins might be a tall ask. Fair or not, 
anything less these days is viewed as a disap- 
pointment. 


OFFENSE 


The last time Dantonio had to choose 
a quarterback, he got it right — eventually. 

There was supposed to be a furious compe- 
tition to be Connor Cook's heir apparent. In- 
stead, fifth-year senior Tyler O’Connor sepa- 
rated himself considerably during the spring. 

O'Connor is about as seasoned as a QB can 
be for a first-year starter. He was in the mix 
for the job three years ago when Cook even- 
tually won it and, last November, O'Connor 
led the Spartans to a stunning upset at Ohio 
State when Cook was sidelined with a shoul- 
der injury. 

O'Connor is a natural leader, with good 
mobility, improved accuracy and a firm grasp 
of MSU's pro-style offense. 

“I think you see him, the way he carries 
himself, the kids rally around him — he’s a 
guy that makes people better around him,” 
said quarterbacks coach Brad Salem. 

O'Connor has a mix of proven and intrigu- 
ing targets, though nobody likely will be as 
productive as Aaron Burbridge, who caught 
a school-record 85 passes for 1,258 yards as 
a senior last year. 

It’s possible that senior tight end Josiah 
Price will be O’Connor's go-to guy. Price, who 
has 66 career catches, spent last season play- 
ing through an ankle injury. At his best, Price 
has been a reliable target who can stretch the 
middle of the field. 

Senior R.J. Shelton (43 catches in 2015) 
has the most experience at wideout. Shelton 
made critical and difficult catches late in wins 
at Rutgers and Michigan. All eyes, however, 
will be on true freshman Donnie Corley, an 
early enrollee who arrives to much fanfare, 
a lot of it internal. 

MSU’s coaches couldn’t hide their giddi- 
ness over Corley’s spring showing and the 
possibility of having a game-breaking athlete 
on the outside. 


STADIUM: Spartan Stadium: 75,005 


Date Opponent 


Sept. 2 FURMAN 
Sept.17 at Notre Dame 
Sept. 24 WISCONSIN 
Oct. 1 at Indiana 
Oct. 8 BYU 
Oct.15 NORTHWESTERN 
Oct. 22 at Maryland 
Oct. 29 MICHIGAN 
Nov. 5 at Illinois 
Nov. 12 RUTGERS 
Nov. 19 OHIO STATE 
Nov. 26 at Penn State 


RESULTS 


SCHEDULE 


15 Record 
4-7 
10-3 
10-3 
6-7 
9-4 
10-3 
3-9 
10-3 
5-7 
4-8 
12-1 
7-6 


12-2, 7-1 


W at Western Michigan 37-24 
WwW OREGON 31-28 
W AIR FORCE 35-21 
W CENTRAL MICHIGAN 30-10 
W PURDUE 24-21 
W at Rutgers 31-24 
W at Michigan 27-23 
W INDIANA 52-26 
L at Nebraska 38-39 
W MARYLAND 24-7 
W at Ohio State 17-14 
W PENN STATE 55-16 
Big Ten Championship Game 
W vs, lowa 16-13 
Cotton Bow! - Semifinal 
L vs, Alabama 0-38 


10-YEAR 


WINNING TREND 
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AT A GLANCE 


LOCATION: 


East Lansing, Mich. 


2015: 


12-2, 7-1 Big Ten (T-1st, East) 


COACH: 

Mark Dantonio — At Michigan State: 
87-33, 9 years; overall: 105-50, 

12 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 


12; 4 offense, 6 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Tyler O’Connor, RB LJ Scott, 
TE Josiah Price, WR Donnie Corley, 
DT Malik McDowell, LB Ed Davis, 
CB Vayante Copeland, S Montae 
Nicholson 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 


The Spartans appear loaded at lineback- 
er, with a group that could rival their sto- 
ried 2013 unit. Davis returns for a sixth 
year on the strongside, with captain and 
fifth-year senior Bullough in the middle 
and tantalizing sophomore Andrew 
Dowell at the Star position. Scott could 
be a centerpiece on offense. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 


There are a lot of semi-proven parts 

on this team, such as O'Connor. He'll be 
throwing to an intriguing, but young, 
group on receivers. MSU is replacing 
three staples on its offensive line — 
including LT Jack Conklin, the eighth 
overall pick in the NFL draft — and, 

on the other side, both defensive ends. 


KEY LOSSES: 

QB Connor Cook, WR Aaron Burbridge, 
OT Jack Conklin, C Jack Allen, 

DE Shilique Calhoun, DE Lawrence 
Thomas 


OVERVIEW: 

There are enough unknowns in the 
trenches on both sides, and in the 
passing game, to think repeating as 
Big Ten champs might be a stretch. 
But the schedule sets up nicely, with 
Wisconsin, Michigan and Ohio State 

all visiting East Lansing. If the Spartans 
find their footing by November, they 
very well might be playing for a divi- 
sion championship when the Buckeyes 
come to town Nov. 19. 


KEY NUMBER: 


26 — MsU’s national rank in total 
defense last season. Not bad, but it 
was the Spartans’ worst showing in 
that area since finishing 43rd in 2010. 


Riley Bullough 


“He’s ready,” receivers coach Terrence 
Samuel said. “He understands defenses. 
He understands schemes. And because 
he played (defensive back), he under- 
stands what a DB is trying to do to a cer- 
tain extent.” 

MSU returns its three leading rushers — 
sophomores LJ Scott and Madre London 
and junior Gerald Holmes. Scott led the 
Spartans with 146 carries for 699 yards 
last season. More significantly, he was 
MSU’s closer, carrying on pivotal drives 
and plays late in games. He’s drawn com- 
parisons to former Spartan Le’Veon Bell. 
If those comparisons continue, his role is 
likely to expand. 

The season, however, may come down 
to whether the guys up front can pro- 
tect O’Connor and create space for Scott. 
Gone are the two Jacks — left tackle Jack 
Conklin and center Jack Allen — both 
All-Americans. 

Allen’s younger brother, Brian, steps into 
his shoes. Fellow junior Dennis Finley, who 
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SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS STARTER 

QB Tyler O'Connor 
RB LJ Scott 

WR RJ. Shelton 
WR Felton Davis Ill 
WR Donnie Corley 
TE Josiah Price 
LT _ Dennis Finley 
LG David Beedle 


YR. COMMENT 

Sr. _ First-year starter takes over for Connor Cook. 

So. Was MSU's go-to back late in games freshman. 

Sr. Caught 43 passes during breakout junior season. 
So. Cotton Bow! catch one of few bright spots for MSU. 
Fr. _ Early enrollee with a ton of hype. 

Sr. Could become go-to target this season. 

Jr. Missed second half of last season with broken leg. 
So. Versatile lineman who can play guard or tackle. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Damion Terry, Jr. 

London, So. /Holmes, Jr.* 
Monty Madaris, Sr. 
Darrell Stewart, Fr. 

Matt Macksood, Sr. 
Jamal Lyles, Sr. 

David Beedle, So, 
Benny McGowan, Sr.* 


C Brian Allen* Jr. 
RG Brandon Clemons Sr. 
RT Kodi Kieler* Sr. 
PK Michael Geiger* Sr. 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


Moves from guard to replace brother, All-American Jack Allen. 
Spent much of his career flipping between offense, defense. 
Has 19 career starts, 18 at right tackle. 

Made 41-yard game-winning kick at Ohio State. 


Kodi Kieler, Sr. 
Miguel Machado, Sr. 
Miguel Machado, Sr. 
Kevin Cronin, Sr. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 
DE Demetrius Cooper Jr. 
DT —_ Raequan Williams 
NT = MalikMcDowell* = Jr. 
DE —_Evan Jones Sr. 
STAR Andrew Dowell 
LB Riley Bullough* Sr. 
LB Ed Davis 
CB Vayante Copeland 
CB Darian Hicks* Sr. 
SS. Montae Nicholson* Jr. 
FS __Demetrious Cox* Sr. 
Jake Hartbarger* 
*Returning Starter in Bold 


suffered a broken leg last year, is expected 
to take Conklin’s place. 


DEFENSE 


MSU has a likely first-round NFL draft 
pick anchoring its defensive line in junior 
tackle Malik McDowell, an unusually tall 
interior lineman at 6-6. The Spartans plan 
to feature McDowell this season to create 
matchup problems. 

“In base defenses, he’s still going to play 
inside, a little bit outside,” co-defensive 
coordinator Mike Tressel said. “In pass- 
ing situations, we’re going to move him 
around and try to attack protections with 
a guy like that.” 

McDowell can be a disruptive force. The 
Spartans need him to be that regularly, be- 
cause the rest of the line is far less proven. 

The Spartans lost both defensive ends, 
including three-year starter and star Shi- 
lique Calhoun. Junior Demetrius Cooper 
has many of the characteristics of a young 
Calhoun, but not yet the production. On 


Touted edge rusher finally getting his chance to start. 

Fr. May departure of Damon Knox puts pressure on R. Williams. 
Second-team All-Big Ten selection with 13 tackles for loss. 
Converted tight end gets his shot at defensive end. 

So. First-year starter at weakside linebacker. 

Second-team All-Big Ten as first-year starter in 2015. 

Sr. Back for sixth year after missing last season with knee injury. 
So. Returns from broken neck suffered in Week 2 last season, 
Confident corner with short memory; impressive late in ‘15. 
Regained starting spot during second half of last season, 
Third-team All-Big Ten; played corner and safety as junior. 
So. Ranked fourth in Big Ten with 42.7-yard average. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Josh King, Fr. 
Kevin Williams, Sr. 
Robert Bowers, So. 
Jamal Lyles, Sr. 
Chris Frey, Jr. 
Shane Jones, Jr. 
Jon Reschke, Jr.* 
Khari Willis, So, 
Tyson Smith, So. 
David Dowell, Fr. 
Josh Butler, Fr. 
Tyler O'Connor, Sr. 


the inside, next to McDowell, the Spartans 
hope redshirt freshman Raequan Williams 
is ready to take a leading role. 

“It’s time for him to be big for our de- 
fense on a regular basis now,” Tressel said 
of Williams. 

Several of the headliners of MSU's recruit- 
ing class are also defensive linemen — and 
a few of them might see the field this fall. 

The rest of MSU’s defense is more set- 
tled. The Spartans are talented and deep at 
linebacker — potentially as strong as the 
vaunted group of 2013. This batch is led 
by senior Riley Bullough in the middle and 
sixth-year senior Ed Davis outside. 

Bullough, part of a long family lineage at 
MSU, gives the Spartans a true quarterback 
on defense. Davis gives them an athlete 
offenses fear. He missed last season with 
a knee injury. MSU didn’t have a dynamic 
playmaker of his caliber in reserve. 

MSU's defensive backfield, plagued by 
injuries and natural attrition a year ago, 
should be stronger in 2016. The Spartan 
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Malik McDowell, DT, Junior (6-6, 280, 4.92) 


NDS Rank: No. 1 DT in class of 2018 


NDS Rank: No. 6 CB in class of 2017 


TOP 3 NFL PROSPECTS 


NDS Rank: No. 8 TE in class of 2017 


A former five-star in-state product, McDowell was the starting nose tackle in 2015 and will 
expand his role in 2016 as a junior, playing inside and outside. He plays with gifted move- 
ment skills for a player his size and, although he is still unpolished in several areas, 
McDowell, has early first-round potential. He had 13 tackles for loss last season. 


Demetrious Cox, CB/S, Redshirt Senior (6-1, 198, 4.57) 


Cox earned a starting cornerback job last season as a junior, but he showed off his versatili- 
ty by also starting six games at safety, totaling 10 passes defended and a team-best three 
interceptions. He is a veteran presence in the Spartans’ secondary and has the recognition 
skills and play-anticipation needed at free safety, likely his best pro position. 


Josiah Price, TE, Redshirt Senior (6-4, 260, 4.90) 


Despite modest catch totals over his career (17, 26 and then 23 last season), Price is the 
school’s all-time touchdown leader at the tight end position with 16. With speed and explosive 
traits that are below average, he isn’t the type of receiving threat who will consistently get 
open, but Price is a tough-minded blocker and proven safety valve in the Spartans’ offense. 


defense, at its best, requires cornerbacks to 
be left alone on an island. MSU, for the first 
time in several years, didn’t have a shut- 
down corner last season. 

The Spartans hope they have one in 
sophomore Vayante Copeland, who is re- 
turning after suffering a broken vertebrae 
in his neck during the second game of 
last season. Before the injury, Copeland 
showed signs of being MSU’s next great 
corner, following in the footsteps of recent 
first-round NFL draft picks Darqueze Den- 
nard and Trae Waynes. 

Junior safety Montae Nicholson, who 
found his confidence again late last sea- 
son, gives the Spartans a big-time athlete in 
their last line of defense. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Senior kicker Michael Geiger will for- 
ever be known in MSU football lore for 


2013 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME RANK 
29.4 64 
173.8 58 
211.7 82 
385.5 80 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME DEFENSE 
Scoring 


Rushing 


RANK 
13.2 3 


86.6 
165.6 J 
252.2 Total 
TO MARGIN PER GAME 


+13 + 0.9 +19 
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2014 RANKINGS 


PER GAME 


227.3 


315.8 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 


— Dane Brugler, NFLDraftScout.com 


his windmill celebration after his game- 
winning field goal last November at 
Ohio State. But the Spartans need Geiger 
to add consistency to that legacy in his 
final season. 

He made 12 of 19 field goal attempts last 
year after connecting on just 14 of 22 asa 
sophomore. This, after making 15 of 16 as 
a freshman in 2013. 

Sophomore punter Jake Hartbarger has 
a booming though inconsistent leg. Dan- 
tonio didn’t trust him last season after he 
bobbled a couple of snaps. 

MSU could also use more oomph from 
its return game. The Spartans ranked last 
in the Big Ten in punt return average and 
in the middle of the pack on kickoff re- 
turns. Look for safety Montae Nicholson 
to get a shot at sprucing up a return game 
that hasn’t been dynamic since Keshawn 
Martin left campus after the 2011 season. 


2015 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE 
7 Scoring 


19 


265.6 35 
500.8 11 


RANK DEFENSE 
Scoring 

Rushing 116.0 11 
Passing 233.9 76 
Total 349.9 26 


PERGAME RANK 
21.7 25 


21.5 


r 
88.5 


RANK TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 


1.46 +14 + 1.00 T-4 


In'B 
1) Seer 


Le scott 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


MSU’s schedule is kind — or at least 
as kind as one can be that features Notre 
Dame (Sept. 17), Wisconsin (Sept. 24), BYU 
(Oct. 8), Michigan (Oct. 29) and Ohio State 
(Nov. 19). 

Notre Dame is the only one not slated 
for Spartan Stadium. 

The Spartans’ defense of their Big Ten 
title will essentially play out in East Lan- 
sing. MSU has five Big Ten home games 
and four on the road as the conference 
plays nine league games for the first 
time. MSU is likely to be favored in each 
of its four Big Ten road dates — Indiana, 
Maryland, Illinois and Penn State — all 
against teams facing coaching changes 
or offensive upheaval. 

The MSU football season, like the last 
two, might very well come down to the 
Buckeyes’ November visit. 

— Graham Couch 
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NOTEBOOK 


\forve Copeland's legend grew as last sea- 


son went on without him. 

In less than two games as a redshirt fresh- 
man, he appeared to be the shut-down cornerback 
MSU so dearly needed to replace Trae Waynes and, 
before him, Darqueze Dennard — both first-round 
NFL draft picks. 

As MSU struggled in the defensive backfield 
while Copeland recovered from a fractured ver- 
tebrae in his neck, Copeland's injury increasingly 
became a convenient reason for those struggles. 

The hubbub over him, his coaches say, 
wasn't overdone. 

“He was loving to play the game, and he played a 
tough, physical brand of football,” co-defensive co- 
ordinator Harlon Barnett said. “I've always talked 
about, | don’t like the term ‘cover corner.’ | use the 
term ‘complete corner.’ 

“He’s a complete corner. He can tackle; he can 
cover; he can run.” 

And he’s back this season, having survived 
a full-contact spring. 

“Early in spring (ball), | was kind of worried about 
my injury, just tackling and everything and getting 
back into the groove of things,” Copeland said. 
“Now nothing's come up. I'm not going to say I’m 
back at 100 percent, but I'm back moving around 
and doing things very well.” 

e Beyond Tyler O'Connor, the pecking order 
of quarterbacks is unclear. Junior Damion Terry, 
thought to battle O'Connor for the starting gig, 
hasn't separated himself from redshirt freshman 
Brian Lewerke. 

“Brian keeps growing and Damion needs to con- 
tinue to be consistent throwing the football,” quar- 
terbacks coach Brad Salem said. “(Terry) has the 
ability to make some big plays with his legs and his 
knowledge has come a long way.” 

¢ Senior Delton Williams has moved from 
tailback to fullback in an effort to find a role for 
him in an otherwise crowded backfield. It is also 
a position of need for MSU, with the graduation 
of Trevor Pendleton. Williams, who averaged 6.3 
and 5.9 yards per carry, respectively, as a fresh- 
man and sophomore, carried 26 times for just 
56 yards last season. 


OPPOSING COACHES VIEW 


“Mark Dantonio started at MSU the same year the Big Ten 
Network started. Having the opportunity to watch him the last 
nine years develop one of the best programs in the country has 
been a privilege, especially with him allowing us inside access. 

“One of the biggest storylines going into this season 
is the evolution of the offense. Coach Dantonio often 
speaks of the problems a quarterback can — in his 
words — “create” for the defense. 

“So there will be a new quarterback in East Lansing 
this fall but there may also be an offensive scheme that 
allows its quarterback to “create.” What the offense 
looks like may be much like what MSU faced in the 
Cotton Bow! against Alabama. There has been a trend 
for teams that have been traditional on offense to blend 
the pro formation with some spread elements.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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- 
52_ Dillon Alexander 6-3 240 So. Forsyth, GA 
97 Justice Alexander DE 6-5 243 Fr. Macedonia, OH 
91 RobertBowers DE 6-4 256 So. Columbus, OH 
98 Demetrius Cooper DE 6-5 252 Jr. Chicago, IL 
72. Graig Evans OT 62 307 So. Sun Prairie, WI 
83 Mufi Hunt DE 6-6 255 Fr. Sandy, UT 
85 Evan Jones DE 6-5 246 Sr.  WestLafayette, OH 
93 Damon Knox DL 65 270 Gs. Muskegon 
4 Malik McDowell DL 6-6 280 Jr. Detroit 
41 GeraldOwens DL 6-2 298 So. Thorofare, NJ 
32 Cassius Peat DL 63 270 Fr. Chandler, AZ 
56 Enoch Smith Jr. DL 6-2 294 So. Chicago, IL_ 
oars a ween 51 KyontaStallworth DL 6-3 279 Fr. | ——_—Deetroit_ 
13 RobertAiello WR 6-2 189 Jr ae ial see Te 8! 
Sa eanianal ta 8S tne Valparaiso, im $2 _RaequanWiliams DL_6-4_307_ Ft. Chicago, IL 
87 Edward Barksdale lll WR 6-2 200 Sr. Solon, OH ~ _ reine 
i Cam Chanbars Wi 63 Con Fe Sicklerville, NJ 35_J08 Bachie 1B 6-2 236 Fr. Brook Park, OH 
9 Donnie Corey WR 6-3 185 Fr. Detroit 38 ByronBullough LB 6-1 224 So, Traverse City 
18 Felton Davis ill WR 6-4 198 So. Richmond,VA 32_Ailley Bullough 1B 6-2 230 Sr Tenietaa Gy 
33 Frank Epitropoulos WR 6-1 206 Sr. Upper Arington, oH 43d Davis (B 6-3 25 Sr. Detroit 
38 Shc Farleholt WR 80. 183 Fe Richmond, vA -«-5_ANdrew Dowell LB 6-0 217 So. _North Ridgeville, OH 
20 Davis Lewandowski WR 6-0 199 Fr. Okemos -23_Ghris Frey BSE S222 E i > Lippe reagent 
Mat Maisied’ «W540 fee a Lansing 31_T. Harel 1B 6-1 205 So. Tampa, FL 
88 Monty Madaris WR 61 202 Sr Cincinnati, OH 50 SeanHarrington LB 6-3 212 Jr. Commerce Township 
4 Brock Makaric “WR” 62 188 Je Saginaw 49_Shane Jones 1B 6-1 230 dr. Cincinnati, OH 
12 Rud. Shelton WR 5-11 205 Sr. we cc a 
21 Brandon Sowards WR 6-0 190 So, “4 =e 
25 Darrell Stewart Jr. WR 6-1 208 Fr. is ts 
26 AustinWolte WR 6-0 175 Jr. os eae se. 
— —— — 19 Josh Butler CB 5-11 173 Fr. Mesquite, TX 
Ce ee ee 
pene TD Deartom 28 David Dowell _S 6-0 193 Ft. North Ridgoville, OH 
11. Jamal Lyles TE 6-3 265 Sr. Southfield 59 Jemmaine Edmondson CB 6-0 182 St. Canton, OH 
SS ee A ee Greentown, IN 35 Kaleel Gaines CB 6-0 187 Fr. Frostproof, FL 
SU aoe Wee 68n, 20 Se. Rochester_ 2 Darianllicks CB 5-10 180 Sr. Solon, OH 
fjensive Lineme cox =I SU. mUeN = 35 Nick Krumm S 5-11 202 Fr. Commerce Township 
85 Brian Allen OL 62 303 Jr Hinsdale, IL S 5-11 195 Sr. Walled Lake 
59 David Beedle OT 65 310 So. Clarkston S 6-2 182 Fr. Hoffman Estates, IL 
57 Collin Caflisch «OG 6-4 203 Fr. Canton S 6-0 18 St  Toledo,OH 
61 Cole Chewins oT 67 265 FF. Clarkston S$ 63 212 So. Georgetown, KY 
64 Brandon Clemons 0G 6-3 303 Gs. Milford, PA S 62 201 So. Lincolnshire, IL 
73 Dennis Finley OT 66 282 Jr Detroit S62 220 Jr Monroeville, PA 
Ti Chase Gianacakos OL 6-6 301 So. St. Charles, IL CB 5-10 173 So. Southfield 
70 TylerHigby  —OG-—s«G-4- 318 Ft. Houston, TX DB 5-11 186 So. Dearbom 
79 Kodi Kieler OL 66 310 Sr. Rockwood S 5-11 210 So. Jackson 
63 Noah Listermann OT 6-7 316 Fr. Cincinnati, OH Pos. HE WE Yr. Hometown 
72  Thiyo Lukusa OL 65 335 Fr. Traverse City SN 6-0 206 Fr. Traverse City 
55 MiguelMachado OL 6-6 302 Sr. Miami, FL 99 Kevin Cronin K 6-1 215 Sr Traverse City 
75 BennyMcGowan OG 6-3 327 Sr. Centerville,OH 47 _ David Fennell FB 6-2 266 Sr. Portland, OR. 
77 Nick Padla OL 66 302 So. Berrien Springs 4 MichaelGeiger K-58 183 Sr. —_—‘Toledo, OH 
58 DevynSalmon C61 315 Jr Plant City,FL 25 JakeHartbarger =P 6-4 207 So. Waterville, OH 
68 Jeremy Schram OL 6-4 322 So. WhiteLake 40 CollinLucas FB 6-0 282 So. Avon Lake, OH 
60 Casey Schreiner OL 6-3 316 So. Bethel Park,PA 57 BradleyRobinson SN 6-2 228 Fr. Troy 
67 Bryce Wilker C 64 285 Fr Belding 97 Brett Scanlon K 5-11 215 dr Dowagiac 
me GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pet Yards TD Long Avg/G 
PASSING C. Cook 13° 136.6 ©6229 408 «867 «656.1 «(3131 «= 2474 240.8 
T.0'Connor 6 119.9 13° «(24 1 542 133 2 360 22.2 
Name GP No. Yards Avg TD Long Avg/G 
RECEIVING A. Burbridge 14 85 1258 148 7 56 89.9 
R.J. Shelton 14 43 503 11.7 4 29° «35.9 
M. Kings 13 40 519 13.0 5 42 399 
Name GP Att. Gain Loss Net Avg TD Long Avg/G 
RUSHING LJScott 14 146 719 20 48 11 38 499 
G.Holmes 13 110 550 10 540 49 8 43 415 
M.London = 11 119 531 31 500 4.2 3 62 45.5 
DEF. LEADERS Tackles: R. Bullough 106, D. Harris 90, M. Nicholson 83 


Tackles for loss: S. Calhoun 15, M. McDowell 13, D. Harris 9 


Sacks: S. Calhoun 10.5, D. Cooper 5, M. McDowell 4.5, R. Bullough 4 


Interceptions: M. Nicholson 3, D. Cox 3, three tied with 2 
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aaAaJZs=PORTS. SPAR 


Donnie Corley 

Receiver was the biggest need for the Spartans and 

MSU hit big landing four four-stars led by the Detroit 

’ (Mich.) King standout, who caught the game-winning 
touchdown on a Hail Mary in the state championship 


yards and 16 touchdowns. 


Trishton Jackson 
Another exciting playmaker that totaled 1,810 yards 


Bloomfield (Mich.) High, the receiver recruit boasts 
4.4 speed in the 40-yard dash. 


dosh King 

The biggest freak in the class, the 6-6, 230-pound 
defensive end was the top recruit in the Chicagoland, 
has big hands, a tremendous wingspan and was also 
a state champion wrestler for Darien (Ill.) Hinsdale 
South. King had 82 tackles, including 20 stops for 
loss, and eight sacks as a senior. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


Pos, HL Wt Stars Hometown School 


Matt Allen OL 62 25 Ooo Hinsdale, IL Hinsdale Central 
247Sports Composite rated No. 9 center nationally and No. 32 player in Illinois... All-State... 
Helped team average 403 total yards, including 160 yards rushing, and 37 points per game as 
a senior... Allowed only one quarterback sack. 


Austin Andrews 15 ooo Columbus, 0H St. Francis DeSales 
Ranked No. 64 cornerback nationally and No. 27 player in Ohio by 247Sports Composite... As 
asenior, had 715 yards rushing and 10 touchdowns... Had 17 tackles, including one tackle for 
loss, and four passes broken up. 


AJ, Arcuri ODL 6&7 2744 O80 Powell, OH Olentangy Liberty 
247Sports Composite rated No. 86 offensive tackle nationally and No. 45 player in Ohio... 
Second-team All-State... Had 48 tackles, including nine tackles for losses, and eight quarter- 
back sacks as a senior... As a junior, had 31 tackles and four quarterback sacks. 


Joe Bachie 1B 62 000 Brook Park, OH Berea-Midpark 
Ranked No. 40 inside linebacker nationally and No. 44 player in Ohio by 247Sports 
Composite... All-State... As a senior, had 89 tackles (60 solo), including 14.5 tackles for loss, 
two fumbles caused and three fumbles recovered... Had 606 all-purpose yards and 17 touch- 
downs. 


Luke Campbell OUUL 64 275 G00 Lewis Center, OH Olentangy 
247Sports Composite rated No. 51 player in Ohio... Second-team All-State... Helped team 
average 40 points per game in final three seasons. 

Cam Chambers 


WR 6&3 203 ©@@C __ Sicklerville,NJ Timber Creek Regional 


Ranked No. 47 wide receiver nationally and No. 6 player in New Jersey by 247Sports 
Composite... Played in U.S. Army All-American Game... Three-time All-State... As a senior, 
had 63 receptions for 1,041 yards and nine touchdowns... Had 44 receptions for 702 yards 
and seven touchdowns as a junior. 


Matt Coghlin K 510 18 O06 Cincinnati, OH — Archbishop Moeller 
247Sports Composite rated No. 7 kicker nationally... Scored 233 career points... Made 5 of 
14 field goals and 35 of 36 extra point attempts as a senior... Averaged 37.6 yards on 37 
punts, 


Donnie Corley WREB 6-3 18 @000  Detnil Martin Luther King 
Ranked No. 15 wide receiver and No. 107 player nationally and No. 2 player in Michigan by 
247Sports Composite... Played in U.S. Army All-American Game... As a senior, had 59 recep- 
tions for 1,403 yards and 16 touchdowns... Had 90 tackles and 10 interceptions, returning one 
for a touchdown. 


Noah Davis TE 65 242 000 Cincinnati, OH St Xavier 
247Sports Composite rated No, 29 tight end nationally and No. 23 player in Ohio... Had 39 
receptions for 419 yards and three touchdowns as a senior... As a junior, had 20 receptions 
for 275 yards and four touchdowns. 


Messiah deWeaver QB 64 2155 GOGO — HuberHeights, OH Wayne 
Ranked No. 12 pro-style quarterback nationally and No. 11 player in Ohio by 247Sports 
Composite... Played in Semper Fidelis All-American Game... As a senior, had 3,088 total yards 
and 35 touchdowns... Completed of 166 of 280 passes for 2,924 yards and 32 touchdowns 
with four interceptions. 
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game. He finished the year with 59 receptions for 1,403 


of total offense and 23 touchdowns as a senior at West 


RECRUITING 2016 


doe Bachie 


a The Spartans flipped the Brook Park (Ohio) Berea- 
o. Midpark linebacker from Western Michigan in April 
Laded and signed one of the Buckeye State’s best under- 
7 the-radar recruits. Bachie is a physical specimen, has 
tremendous leadership qualities, a two-way standout 
on the prep level who had a team-high 89 tackles. 
2) é 
‘=== The Spartans continue to recruit across the fronts well, and the focus in 
ser 2017 will be to add some more dynamic players on offense, particularly at 
=} running back, reciever and tight end. Also in the physical Big Ten, athletic 
ay linemen are always a priority. 
S = : 
oS By Steve Wiltfong 
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Commitiments 


2aysronr= COMPOSITE 
0 10 10 0 


Average Stars 


Total Stars 70 
National Rank: 18 B10; 3 


Hometown School 


Trishton Jackson WR 63 19 O000 West Bloomfield West Bloomfield 
Ranked No. 43 wide receiver nationally and No, 7 player in Michigan by 247Sports 
Composite... All-State... As a senior, helped team to 9-0 record... Completed 120 of 174 
passes for 1,373 yards and 15 touchdowns... Had 437 yards rushing and eight touchdowns. .. 
Had 17 receptions for 239 yards and three touchdowns. 


Naguan Jones TT 64 30 O0800 Mount Prospect, IL Evanston Township 
247Sports Composite rated No. 23 defensive tackle nationally and No. 2 player in Illinois... 
USA Today All-State... Had 44 tackles as a senior... As a junior, had 39 tackles... Had 13 
career tackles for loss and six quarterback sacks. 


Josh King DE 66 20 G0O00 Darien, IL Hinsdale South 
Ranked No. 6 strongside defensive end and No. 95 player nationally and No. 1 player in Illinois 
by 247Sports Composite... Played in U.S. Army All-American Game... As a senior, had 82 
tackles, including 20 tackles for loss, and eight quarterback sacks... Had 65 tackles, including 
18 tackles for loss, and three quarterback sacks as a junior. 


Justin Layne WR 63 177 ©OO0 Richmond Heights,0H Benedictine 
247Sports Composite rated No. 39 wide receiver nationally and No. 9 player in Ohio... All- 
State... Had 107 career receptions for 2,155 yards and 30 touchdowns... Had 46 receptions 
for 790 yards and 11 touchdowns as a senior. 


Thiyo Lukusa oT 65 30 GOO Traverse City DePaul Catholic 
Ranked No. 37 offensive tackle nationally and No. 9 player in New Jersey by 247Sports 
Composite... As a senior, helped team average almost 258 yards rushing per game... Didn't 
allow a quarterback sack. 

$ 62 15 Oooo 


Hoffman Estates, IL William Fremd 


Kenney Lyke 
247Sports Composite rated No. 19 safety nationally and No. 9 player in Illinois... All-State... Had 
46 tackles, including three tackles for loss, and three passes broken up as a senior... Had 582 
yards rushing and eight touchdowns. .. Had 10 receptions for 182 yards and three touchdowns. 


Mike Panasiuk DT 63 35 G8O00 Roselle, Ik Lake Park West 
Ranked No. 33 defensive tackle nationally and No. 6 player in Illinois by 247Sports 
Composite... All-State... As a senior, had 68 tackles, including 19 tackles for loss, three 
quarterback sacks and two passes broken up... Had 56 tackles, including 13 tackles for loss, 
and four quarterback sacks as a junior. 


Brandon Randle 1B 62 205 OOO Battle Creek Battle Creek Central 
247Sports Composite rated No. 24 outside linebacker nationally and No. 10 player in 
Michigan... Played in U.S. Army All-American Game... All-State... Had 79 tackles, including 
10 tackles for loss, eight quarterback sacks, and four fumbles recovered, returning two for 
touchdowns, as a senior. 


Auston Robertson DE 65 20 G000 FL Wayne, IN Wayne 
Ranked No. 9 weakside defensive end and No. 101 player nationally and No. 3 player in Indiana 
by 247Sports Composite. 


Demetric Vance DB 62 13 OO8OC0 _ Detroit Cass Tech 
247Sports Composite rated No. 8 safety nationally and No. 8 player in Michigan... Played in 
U.S, Army All-American Game... All-State... As a senior, had 58 tackles, four interceptions and 
14 passes broken up... Had three receptions for touchdowns in 2015...Had 61 tackles and 
four interceptions as a junior. 
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PLAYER PROFILE | 


: MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


Natural Leader O’Connor Earns OB Role 


thought he could have been Michigan 
State’s quarterback before now — 
perhaps for the past three years. 

“| don’t think about it anymore,” the 
fifth-year senior said. “That first season 
(| thought), ‘Ah, things could be so different.” 

They might have been. As a redshirt 
freshman, O’Connor was in the mix to be 
MSU’s starter in September of 2013, bat- 
tling then-sophomore Connor Cook and 
senior Andrew Maxwell. Then he decided 
to change a play-call near the goal line 
against South Florida. 

“When that play happened, we were 
like, ‘What the heck is going on here?’” 
co-offensive coordinator Dave Warner said. 
“He knew he had screwed up. And he never 
really got much more of a chance after that. 
But he’s getting his chance now.” 

And he’s running with it. 

This was supposed to be a redux of 
three years ago, this time the competition 
between O’Connor, junior Damion Terry 
(who was also briefly considered in 2013) 
and redshirt freshman Brian Lewerke. In- 
stead, the competition is between Terry and 
Lewerke to be O’Connor’s backup — even 
if coach Mark Dantonio has no intention of 
officially naming a starter until September. 

Unlike three years ago, when the seeds 
of controversy were planted by Maxwell's 
struggles in 2012, O'Connor enters this 
season full of confidence after quarterback- 
ing the Spartans to stunning 17-14 upset 
at Ohio State last November — in Connor 
Cook’s absence. He followed up with a stel- 
lar spring game. 

“The way | looked at it, | managed the 
(Ohio State) game well, but I’m going to 
be asked throughout this season to win 
games,” O’Connor said. 

“Not just hand the ball off and throw 
some shorter throws or whatever. To be 
able to step up and make a play when it’s 
there, and even when it’s not there. | wasn’t 
necessarily asked to do that as much.” 

O’Connor is a more natural leader than 


Tt O'Connor no longer dwells on the 


Tyler O'Connor 


a good decision-maker. 


“We don’t want to have a quarterback : 
that only makes plays that anybody can : 
make,” Warner said. “You’ve got to make : 
plays that are above and beyond. He’s cer- : 


tainly capable of doing it. He’s done it. And : 
: 1,403 yards and 16 touchdowns as a senior 


: at Martin Luther King High School. 


we expect that out of him.” 


For more coverage visit lindyssports.com/college-football/big-ten/michigan-state 
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BEST AND BRIGHTEST 


: DT MALIK MCDOWELL 

: The most heralded recruit 

: on the roster, McDowell 

© = enters his junior season 
? as the team’s top NFL 

? prospect. ... He earned 

: second-team All-Big Ten 

? honors as a sophomore 

? after recording 13 tackles for 

5 : loss, eight hurries and 4.5 sacks. ... Tall for his 

: position, at 6-6, 280 pounds. ... MSU’s coach- 

: es intend to move him around on the defen- 

sive front to attack protections. 


|| EMERGING STAR 
: ABU SCOTT 


: He led the team in rushing 
: as a true freshman last 
: season with 699 yards 
: and 11 touchdowns on 
: 146 carries. ... Scott 

: became MSU's go-to 

: rusher late in games, includ- 

: ing on the 22-play game-winning drive against 
? lowa in the Big Ten Championship Game. ... 

: Scott was the first Ohio recruit in the Mark 

: Dantonio era to be coveted by Ohio State and 

: still choose MSU. 


: TOP NEWCOMER 
Cook and is beloved by his teammates : 


— in part, because he stuck around and : 
endured three seasons as a backup. He’s : 
a mobile quarterback with a firm grip of a : 
complex, QB-driven pro-style offense. But 


his coaches want him to be more than : 
: this spring in their 


WR DONNIE CORLEY 

The early enrollee arrived 
with mega-hype — 
aided by MSU’s coach- 
es, who weren't timid 


praise and expectations 
for the true freshman. ... He 

is expected to start and give the Spartans the 
game-breaker outside and deep that they 
lacked a year ago. ... He caught 59 passes for 


= Photos courtesy of Michigan State Athletics. 
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MAC rank:12 Record: 1-11 
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EAGLES at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: Ypsilanti, Mich. 

COACH: Chris Creighton — At Eastern Michigan: 3-21, 
2 years; overall: 142-67, 19 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Kalen DeBoer 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Neal Neathery 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1987 

LAST BOWL: 1987, California Bow! 

RETURNING STARTERS; 17; 8 offense, 8 defense, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Brogan Roback, TE Cody Tuttle, 
RT Andrew Wylie, DT Mike Brown, DT Pat O'Connor, 

LB Ike Spearman, S Jason Beck, P Austin Barnes 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Creighton said depth is not as 

big of an issue due to the Eagles “having a good chance at 
84 or 85 scholarships for the first time in a long time.” The 
Eagles have some talent at quarterback in Roback and dual- 
threat transfer Todd Porter. The O-line is the team’s deepest 
and most experienced unit. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Eagles have won just three 
games in the last two seasons, so with only three home 
games in their first eight, sustaining confidence might be 
an issue. Eastern Michigan still lacks an elite player on 
offense, and opponents likely will find the Eagles vulnerable 
at cornerback. 


OFFENSE 

Injuries and a lack of depth led to a putrid offensive 
output for the Eagles in 2015. 

There’s some hope for a reversal of sorts, mostly due to 
some long overdue depth and experience along the line. 

The Eagles’ five returning starters are a building 
block for an offense that struggled scoring points in 
2015. Three linemen — right tackle Andrew Wylie, left 
guard Jake Hurcombe and right guard Darien Terrell 
— started every game last season. Besides the return- 
ing starters, the offensive line is bolstered by an influx 
of young players fighting for playing time. 

Quarterback Brogan Roback showed some promise 
last season, starting the final 10 games, but must im- 
prove on his touchdown-to-interception ratio (16-to-11). 
Junior dual-threat Todd Porter is a talented backup 
after playing at Western Kentucky and Garden City 
Community College. 

Running back Shaq Vann became a regular contribu- 
tor late in his freshman season, rushing for 586 yards on 
100 attempts. Vann and Breck Tumer have the potential 
to form a solid duo, especially due to the O-line’s strength. 

The Eagles, who don’t have experience at wide 
receiver, will rely on sophomore Eddie Daugherty 
and a group of talented redshirt freshmen, including 
6-4 Dieuly Aristilde. 

Senior tight ends Sam Browning and Cody Tuttle 
combined for 57 receptions for 674 yards and three 
touchdowns last season. 


DEFENSE 

The defense was decimated by injuries, especially early 
last season. The retum of defensive tackle Pat O’Connor 
and end Jeremiah Harris — plus linebacker Ike Spearman, 
who missed the last two seasons because of injuries — 
is a positive in terms of leadership and production. 

Defensive end Max Crosby shined during the spring 
as another option in what should be a solid front. 

There's plenty of depth at linebacker, with Spearman, 
Anthony Zappone, Derric Williams and Kyle Rachwal 


EEE 
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EASTERN MICHIGAN | EAGLES 


MAC record: 0-8 (6th, West) 


BROGAN ROBACK 


) by Derick E. Hingle-l 


“The story (this season) is our offense 
can be very good and we have some 
quality depth at positions.” 

— Coach Chris Creighton 


in the mix. The secondary is vastly improved from past 
seasons, as safeties Anthony Brown and Jason Beck 
have a combined 32 career starts among them. 

The Eagles, though, must force more turnovers after 
intercepting only four passes — by four different play- 
ers — last season. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Junior Austin Barnes is one of the top punters in 
the conference, averaging 43.6 yards on 45 punts last 
season. With Dylan Mulder exhausting his eligibility, 
the kicking job is wide open. Speedy Eddie Daugherty 
is set to handle the kick returns, with Blake Banham 
back at punt returner. 


OVERVIEW 

Year 3 of the Chris Creighton era brings renewed en- 
thusiasm due to an increase in scholarship players, and 
hope for an experienced offensive line to carry the of- 
fense through any early struggles. The Eagles still sorely 
need a playmaker on offense, but the return of O’Connor, 
Harris and Spearman immediately bolsters a defense 
that allowed 42.1 points per game last season. The Eagles 
haven't finished above .500 since 1995, but Creighton has 
laid the groundwork for a possible breakout season. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


WR Dieuly Aristilde: He's part of a group of 

four freshmen wide receivers who redshirted last 
season. Aristilde (6-4, 202) showed his athleticism 
and potential in the spring, including making a 44-yard 
TD reception on a deep pass in the spring game. He 

is from Boynton Beach, Fla. 


Stadium: Rynearson Stadium (30,200) 


By Bob Narang 


2016 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB 4 | Brogan Roback* 6-3 207 Jr. 
RB 34 | Shag Vann* 5-10 210 So. 
FB 45 | Lavonte Robinson 5-8 246 Jr. 
WR 15 | Dieuly Aristilde 6-4 202 Fr. 
WR 87 | Eddie Daugherty 5-7 159 So. 
TE §5 | Cody Tuttle* 6-4 250 Sr. 
LT 75 | Cole Gardner* 6-5 294 Sr. 
LG SO | Jake Hurcombe* 6-2 285 Sr. 
C 70 | Matt Thornton® 6-4 305 Sr. 
RG 71 | Darien Terrell* 6-4 333 Sr. 
RT 72 | Andrew Wylie® 6-6 311 Sr. 
DEFENSE 

DE 90 | Jeremiah Harris* 6-5 256 So. 
DT 52 | Pat O’Connor® 6-4 267 Sr. 
DT 8 | Luke Maclean 6-5 275 Jr. 
NG 96 | Mike Brown® 6-2 288 Sr. 
LB 43 | Anthony Zappone* 6-2 238 Sr. 
LB 9 | Ike Spearman 6-0 221 Sr. 
CB 14 | Ross Williams 5-11 167 So. 
CB 1 | DaQuan Pace* 5-10 165 Sr. 
ROV22 | Anthony Brown* 5-11 203 Sr. 
SS 39 | Jason Beck® 6-1 202 Jr. 
FS 32 | Juan Giraldo* 5-11 195 Jr. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 65 | Brendan Renius 6-1 248 Sr. 
P 17 | Austin Barnes* 5-11 218 Jr. 
*Returning starters in Bold 


2016 SCHEDULE 
Sept.2 MISSISSIPPI VALLEY STATE 


Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 23 
Oct.1 
Oct.8 
Oct.15 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 29 
Nov. 8 
Nov. 16 
Nov. 22 


at Missouri 

at Charlotte 
WYOMING 

at Bowling Green 
TOLEDO 

at Ohio 

at Western Michigan 
MIAMI (OH) 

at Ball State 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 


2015 RESULTS 


L OLD DOMINION 

Ww at Wyoming 

L BALL STATE 

L ARMY 

L at LSU 

L AKRON 

L at Toledo 

L at Northern Illinois 

L W. MICHIGAN 

L at Miami (OH) 

L MASSACHUSETTS 

L at Central Michigan 

2015 RANKINGS 

OFFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 25.4 
Rushing 157.8 
Passing 222.2 
Total 380.0 
DEFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 42.1 
Rushing 316.5 
Passing 202.8 
Total 513.3 


34-38 
48-29 
17-28 
36-58 
22-44 
21-47 
20-63 
21-49 
28-58 
13-28 
17-28 
28-35 
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MINNESOTA 


For more coverage of the Golden Gophers, visit minnesota.247Sports.com 
STADIUM: TCF Bank Stadium: 50,000 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jay Johnson 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jay Sawvel 


CLAEYS EAGER TO MOLD GOPHERS AFTER TURBULENT YEAR 


hen Tracy Claeys became Min- 
nesota’s interim head coach after 
Jerry Kill retired for health rea- 


sons in October of last season, Claeys quickly 
spoke of the urgency to select a full-time 
replacement. 

Claeys, a defensive assistant for 21 years, 
was rewarded weeks later with a three-year, 
$4.5 million contract. In the deal, he didn’t 
use an agent and agreed to a paltry buyout. 
Both facts further underscored the expedi- 
ency he sought from then-interim athletic 
director Beth Goetz. 

With the fill-time gig, Claeys’ Gophers 
went 2-2 down the stretch, including rivalry- 
game losses to Iowa (40-35) and Wisconsin 
(31-21). Minnesota, however, beat Central 
Michigan 21-14 in the Quick Lane Bowl, end- 
ing the Gophers’ seven-game bowl losing 
streak dating to 2004. 

Now in 2016, urgency remains to prove a 
6-7 season a year ago was an aberration, and 
that the two previous eight-win seasons were 
the new normal. 

Claeys doesn’t stop there, either. 

“IT believe this is our best football team 
since we've been here,” Claeys said in May. 

As for a win total in 2016, he said, “It’s 
hard to put a number on it.” 

But then he did anyway. 

“Eight to 10 wins.” 

That would be something. The last time 
Minnesota won nine or more games was 
in 2003, when Glen Mason coached the 
Gophers to a 10-3 mark. 

If this year’s squad reaches at least eight 
wins, new athletic director Mark Coyle might 
be offering Claeys a contract extension. 

If the Gophers stumble, Coyle might begin 
looking elsewhere because Claeys will have 
only two years left on his contract, a short- 
term situation that could be a constraint on 
the recruiting trail. 

In the meantime, Coyle will offer Claeys 
and his staff valuable experience from his 
time as AD at Boise State. When he arrived in 
Idaho in 2011, the Broncos had NCAA rules 
violations looming over the football pro- 
gram. But with Coyle’s leadership, Boise State 
was back in the Fiesta Bowl in 2014, 

Claeys doesn’t feel like the Gophers are far 
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off from returning to New Year's Day bowl 
games. In 2014, when they played in the Cit- 
rus Bowl, Minnesota was a strong second half 
away from beating Wisconsin in the season 
finale and advancing to the Big Ten Champi- 
onship Game. 

If the Gophers have property restocked 
in the secondary, and if senior quarterback 
Mitch Leidner can be more consistent, they 
could be in the mix again this November. 

“We've got this thing to where each year 
when you get to November, we should be in 
the talk of still playing for the championship 
of the Big Ten West,” Claeys said. 

“The good thing is now with Mark’s back- 
ground, he can hopefully bring in some ways 
of doing that. I feel very good that is the path 
we're on right now.” 


OFFENSE 


Claeys hired new offensive coordinator Jay 
Johnson to improve a unit that struggled to 
move the ball and score in 2015. Claeys also 
hired offensive line coach Bart Miller to in- 
still a mean, road-grader mentality up front. 

Claeys seeks balance, with the necessity 
to run the football in the Big Ten, especially 
during cold games in TCF Bank Stadium in 
November. He also relishes the opportunity 
to surprise opponents this fall with an offen- 
sive scheme more unfamiliar to opponents. 

Johnson, a Lakeville, Minn., native, helped 
Louisiana-Lafayette set multiple school re- 
cords in his five seasons directing the offense 
and quarterbacks. 

Quarterback Mitch Leidner showed his 
toughness, playing through ligament dam- 
age to multiple toes in his left foot at the end 
of last season. He had surgery a few days after 
he led the Gophers to a 21-14 win over Cen- 
tral Michigan in the Quick Lane Bowl. He is 
expected to be healthy for fall camp. 

Leidner boosted his completion percent- 
age from 51 to $9 from his sophomore season 
and has received attention as a possible NFL 
draft pick. 

For the second consecutive season, Leidner 
will have to find a new go-to pass catcher. In 
2014, tight end Maxx Williams was the sub- 
ject of Leidner’s first gaze. In 2015, Leidner 
often looked to slot receiver KJ Maye for 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 15 Record 
Sept. 1 OREGON STATE 2-10 
Sept.10 INDIANA STATE 5-6 
Sept. 24 COLORADO STATE 7-6 
Oct. 1 at Penn State 7-6 
Oct. 8 IOWA 12-2 
Oct. 15 at Maryland 3-9 
Oct. 22 RUTGERS 4-8 
Oct. 29 at Illinois 5-7 
Nov. 5 PURDUE 2-10 
Nov. 12 at Nebraska 6-7 
Nov.19 NORTHWESTERN 10-3 
Nov. 26 at Wisconsin 10-3 


RESULTS 


6-7, 2-6 


TCU 
at Colorado State (OT) 
KENT STATE 
OHIO 
at Northwestern 
at Purdue 
NEBRASKA 
MICHIGAN 
at Ohio State 
at lowa 
ILLINOIS 
WISCONSIN 
Quick Lane Bowl 
WwW vs. Central Michigan 


10-YEAR 


asia - i - ee SS = eS 


17-23 


WINNING TREND 


*c onan oD © DW @ 


so 100 
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Minneapolis, Minn. 
6-7 overall, 2-6 Big Ten (T-5th, West) 


Tracy Claeys — At Minnesota and 
overall: 2-4, 1 year 


15: 7 offense, 7 defense, kicker 
QB Mitch Leidner, RB Shannon 
Brooks, RB Rodney Smith, 

TE Brandon Lingen, DT Steven 


Richardson, LB Jack Lynn, 
LB Cody Poock, S Damarius Travis 


As freshmen, the promising tandem 
of Smith and Brooks rushed for 1,379 
yards behind a makeshift and hobbled 
offensive line. Junior college transfers 
Garrison Wright and Vincent Calhoun 
will help up front this season. The 
team’s deepest spots are linebacker 
and defensive tackle. 


Slot receiver KJ Maye’s departure 
creates a large void as the go-to third- 
down and red-zone playmaker. The lack 
of consistent pass rush, especially from 
defensive end, put a strain on the repu- 
table secondary. Creating more turn- 
overs (18 last season) would be a plus. 


WR KJ Maye, OG Jon Christenson, 
DE Theiren Cockran, LB De’Vondre 
Campbell, CB Eric Murray, CB Briean 
Boddy-Calhoun, S Antonio Johnson, 
P Peter Mortell 


A turbulent losing season a year ago 
saw a mid-stream coaching change 
from Jerry Kill to Tracy Claeys amid 
one of the most rigorous schedules in 
the country. Minnesota has improved 
depth almost everywhere, but there is 
a lot to prove on the offensive line. If 
that unit can stay healthy, a return to 
the eight-win benchmark set in 2013 
and 2014 should be the goal. 


1] National rank for the Gophers’ 
pass defense, which allowed only 
179.5 yards per game last season. 


_Miteh 
“LEIDNER _. 


Photo. by Scott Boehm 


Shannon Brooks 


(hadi ty terre Reser 


third-down conversions and during red- 
zone scoring chances. 

Now, tight end Brandon Lingen could 
be the first-desired target. He caught 33 
passes for 428 yards and three touch- 
downs a year ago. Other front-running 
options include a trio of wide receivers 
— Drew Wolitarsky, Rashad Still and Eric 
Carter. Still had a promising freshman sea- 
son, while Carter fits the mold of a smaller 
slot receiver a la Maye. 

Running back Shannon Brooks rushed 
for six yards per carry as a true freshman, 
while redshirt freshman Rodney Smith also 
displayed big-play potential. Their upside 
has Gophers fans thinking back to last de- 
cade when Marion Barber III and Laurence 
Maroney were a formidable one-two punch 
in maroon and gold. 

Junior college transfers Vincent Calhoun 
and Garrison Wright will be inserted along 
the offensive line to pave the way. Depth is a 
big concern outside of fellow projected starters 
Connor Mayes, Tyler Moore and Jonah Pirsig. 
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SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS STARTER 
Mitch Leidner* 
Shannon Brooks 
Rodney Smith* 
Drew Wolitarsky 
Rashad Still : 
Brandon Lingen* Jr. 
Garrison Wright J. 
Connor Mayes* Jr. 
Tyler Moore* So. 
RG Vincent Calhoun Jr. 
RT —_—_ Jonah Pirsig* 
PK —_- Emmit Carpenter So. 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


If he stays healthy and consistent, Gophers can go places. 
Electric freshman season produced higher goals this year. 
Strong redshirt season fosters belief in 1-2 punch at RB. 
Need consistency with departure of go-to guy KJ Maye. 

At 6-5, he made some head-turning plays last year 
Showed go-to pass-catching ability; strong blocker, leader. 
At 6-4, 318 pounds, JC transfer needs to shore up blind side. Nick Connelly, Fr. 
Started nine games last year; more is better this year. 
Injury thrust him into starting role as true frosh last year. 
As with Wright, this JC transfer seems like an upgrade. 
Sr. — Most-improved 0-lineman during spring practices. 
Inexperienced, but was 4 for 4 in spring game. 


BAGKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Demry Croft, So. 

James Johannesson, Fr, 
Kobe McCrary, Jr. 

Eric Carter, Jr. 

Melvin Holland Jr., So. 
Nate Wozniak, Jr.* 


Jared Weyler, So. 
Matt Leidner, Jr. 
Bronson Dovich, Fr. 
Quinn Oseland, Fr. 
Ryan Santoso, Jr.* 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 
DE —_Gaelin Elmore Jr. 
DT Steven Richardson* Jr. 
DT Merrick Jackson Jt. 
DE — Hendrick Ekpe* 
LB Jack Lynn* Sr. 
LB Cody Poock* Jr. 
LB —_ Jonathan Celestin Je. 
CB Jalen Myrick* Sr. 
CB KiAnte Hardin 
$ Damarius Travis Sr. 
S$ Adekunle Ayinde* Jr. 
P Ryan Santoso Jt. 
*Returning Starter in Bold 


DEFENSE 


._In April, the Gophers became one of five 
programs to have a defensive back selected 
in the previous three NFL drafts, joining 
top-flight programs Alabama, Ohio State, 
Florida State and Virginia Tech. 

The Gophers introduce the nickname 
“DBU,” as in Defensive Back University. 
“We're trying to get this thing national,” 
said now-departed cornerback Briean Bod- 
dy-Calhoun. “But it just looks like it’s in 
Minnesota for now.” 

To grow the moniker, new defensive 
coordinator Jay Sawvel, the promoted 
secondary coach, will have to replace 
relied-on corners Boddy-Calhoun and 
Eric Murray. 

Safety Damarius Travis, another NFL 
hopeful, is the cream of the crop. He 
had 10 tackles in the Gophers’ narrow 
23-17 defeat to then-No. 2 TCU in the 
season-opener a year ago. During that 
game, he severely injured his hamstring 


HACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


Played inside and out last year, needs to lock down on edge. Julien Kafo, So. 
A force in the middle, but not healthy enough. 

Addition of JC transfer makes this a position of strength. 
Sr. Nota lot of production in 11 starts last year. 

A captain who led team with 11 tackles for loss. 
Gophers’ second-leading tackler showed strong instincts, 
Nicknamed “Thumper” for his big-hit abilities, 

Dynamic speedster bouncing back from 2015 lung injury. 
So. Not overwhelmed in 13 games as true freshman. 

Captain considered the team’s best defender. 

Earned scholarship after stabilizing sophomore year. 
Former kicker will take on punts and 50-yard-plus Fs. 


Andrew Stelter, Jr.* 
Gary Moore, So. 
Jerry Gibson, So. 
Julian Huff, So. 

Nick Rallis, Sr. 
Jaylen Waters, Fr. 
Ray Buford, Fr. 
Antonio Shenault, So. 
Ace Rodgers, Sr. 
Duke McGhee, Jr. 
Logan McElfresh, So. 


and received a medical redshirt for this 
season. 

Safety returnee Adekunle Ayinde stepped 
in for Travis and played alongside Antonio 
Johnson, who has also departed after lead- 
ing the Gophers with 102 total tackles. 

The heirs at corner figure to be se- 
nior Jalen Myrick and sophomore KiAnte 
Hardin, who both have experience in the 
Gophers’ press-man coverages. 

Ultra-confident Myrick had three inter- 
ceptions in 10 games, while Hardin had 
one pass breakup and plenty of poise in 13 
games as a true freshman. 

Linebackers Cody Poock and Jack 
Lynn are expected to command the 
middle. Poock had 99 tackles last sea- 
son, while Lynn led the team with 11 
tackles for loss. The Gophers feel like 
this is one of their deepest positions this 
fall and are working on creating mis- 
matches on the edge to improve a unit 
that struggled mightily in getting to the 
quarterback. 
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NDS Rank: No. 5 QB in class of 2017 

Although the production has been underwhelming (59.5 percent completions, 14-to-11 
touchdown-to-interception ratio), Leidner has intriguing baseline tools for the next level. He 
checks boxes with his build, arm strength and light feet, showing the ability to work through 
reads. If Leidner is able to tweak his mechanics and consistency, he could be one of the top- 


five senior quarterback prospects. 


NDS Rank: No. 11 OT in class of 2017 


A skyscraper at right tackle, Pirsig was the only member of the Gophers’ offensive line to 
start every game last season, and he enters 2016 as a senior leader in the trenches for the 
offense. His taller stature can work against him at times, but he plays a physical brand of 
football, preferring to use his hands to latch-and-control rushers. 


NDS Rank: No. 7 TE in class of 2018 


The tight end position is prominently used in Minnesota’s pro-style, motion offense, and Lingen 
rose to the top of the depth chart last season as the most consistent of the Gophers’ tight 
ends. He finished third on the team with 33 catches for 428 yards, showing obvious chemistry 
with Leidner. Lingen could be the next Minnesota tight end destined for the NFL. 


Minnesota managed only 22 sacks in 13 
games a season ago, which ranked tied for 
91st in the country. Plus, two of the top 
sack men, linebacker De’Vondre Camp- 
bell (four sacks) and defensive end Theiren 
Cockran (three), are gone. 

Change-of-pace outside linebacker/ 
rush end Julian Huff had 2.5 sacks as a 
true freshman. End Gaelin Elmore will be 
counted on to make progress this season. 
Linebacker Jonathan Celestin will be in the 
mix as a run stuffer on the second level. 

Defensive tackle is expected to be one 
of the deepest position groups on the 
roster, with the returns of Steven Rich- 
ardson and Scott Ekpe. The Gophers 
also welcome junior college transfer 
Merrick Jackson and redshirt sopho- 
more Gary Moore. There is also Andrew 
Stelter and Yoshoub Timms to provide 
depth in the trenches. 

For the praise given to the secondary, 
the Gophers didn’t force many turnovers 
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— Dane Brugler, NFLDraftScout.com 


last year. They had 10 picks and eight 
fumble recoveries in 13 games, rank- 
ing tied for 78th nationally in turnovers 
gained. 


Peter Mortell, the 2014 Big Ten Punter of 
the Year, has graduated. Kicker Ryan San- 
toso will take on punting and long field 
goals this season. Emmit Carpenter, who 
went 4 for 4 on field goal attempts in the 
spring game, should get the majority of the 
attempts. 

The Gophers struggled to muster much 
yardage in either return game a year ago. 
They ranked 118th in the nation on punt- 
return average and 101st in kick returns. 

But cornerback Jalen Myrick is back 
healthy for kick returns and is a threat 
to score. After punt returner Craig James 
transferred, there’s an opening for some- 
one to step up on that unit. Hardin could 
factor in here. 


With TCU, Ohio State and Michigan on 
last year’s schedule, the Gophers had one 
of the nation’s most difficult slates. 

The Gophers face none of those three 
this season, replacing the Buckeyes and 
Wolverines with Rutgers and Maryland as 
the Big Ten East crossover games. 

With the new nine-game schedule, the 
Gophers add Penn State, a matchup that 
will have added layers because it’s the Big 
Ten opener in Happy Valley, as well as 
a face-off against Matt Limegrover. 

Limegrover, now the Nittany Lions of- 
fensive line coach, was the Gophers’ of- 
fensive coordinator from 2011 until Claeys 
fired him in November. 

Also, with the expanded nine-game 
schedule, Minnesota will play five on the 
road, including the regular-season finale at 
Wisconsin. The Gophers haven’t won in 
Camp Randall since 1994. 

— Andy Greder 
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NOTEBOOK 


D uring spring ball, NFL draft consultant Benja- 


min Allbright called Gophers senior quarter- 
back Mitch Leidner a “sleeper” in the 2017 
draft class, 

After April's draft, ESPN analyst Todd McShay 
moved the needle, putting Leidner in the first round 
on his “way-too-early 2017 NFL mock draft.” 

These projections came as a surprise to Gophers 
fans, who have sometimes been disappointed with 
Leidner's accuracy during his career. But it also 
shows the potential some wonks see in Leidner. 

“So much of that is guessing and speculating,” 
Gophers coach Tracy Claeys said. 

“It all comes down to how well he plays. Does 
he have the skill? Yeah, he's got the skill set to 
throw the ball and do the things that he needs 
to do. He played well at the end of the year 
and gave us a chance and he loves the game 
and works hard. So he has all the things. Mitch 
knows this to be true.” 

“For any of this to be true and to be a first-round 
pick, he’s going to have to play well and consistent 
all year long,” Claeys continued. “That again goes 
back to — | don’t care who you are — it goes back 
to how well the offensive line holds up and gives 
him the opportunities to do those things.” 

¢ The Gophers became one of three teams with 
a losing record to reach bowl games last season. 

With only 77 teams reaching the six-win bench- 
mark for 80 postseason spots, the NCAA deter- 
mined in December the field would be filled out by 
teams with the best Academic Progress Rate. 

The Gophers’ APR of 975 propelled them to go 
bowling, alongside fellow 5-7 teams Nebraska and 
San Jose State. All three teams won their bow! 
games. 

In April, the NCAA approved a three-year mora- 
torium on new bowls through the 2019 regular sea- 
son to try to limit the number of teams with losing 
records in the postseason. 

The Gophers again were recognized this spring 
for their APR; their program reached the top 10 per- 
cent among FBS or FCS football programs. 

© The Gophers plan to introduce gold brick hel- 
met stickers next season to reward players for big 
and unsung achievements that help the team win. 


QUTSIDER'S VIEW 


“First-time head coaches coming from the defensive 
side of the ball always have to make a decision on what 
offense to run. It usually has something to do with what 
offense they thought was the most difficult to defend. 

“It didn’t take Tracy Claeys long to make that de- 
cision, He hired offensive coordinator Jay Johnson to 
tun the spread and, as always, made the point that 
he wants to be a balanced offense, getting away from 
what was a running attack under Jerry Kill. Coach 
Claeys already has proven he won't hesitate to put his 
stamp on the program. 

“Having Mitch Leidner back as the starting quar- 
terback will be a big-time positive as they change 
schemes. He may be asked to do different things, but 
he’s always been a full-speed guy when it comes to 
being a team player.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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GOLDEN GOPHERS SPRING ROSTER 


Quarterback Pos. Ht Wt 95 Hendrick Ekpe OL Lewisville, TX_ 
So. 97 Scott Ekpe OL = aa : Lewisville, TX 

0B Fr. 87 Gaelin Elmore DL 6-6 266 Jr. Somerset, WI 

7 Mitch Leidner QB 6-4 237 Sr. Lakeville 28 Jerry Gibson DL 6-3 238 So. Theodore, AL 
15 Conor Rhoda 0B 63 219 Jr Eagan 63. Mose Hall DL 6-4 275 Fr Mobile, AL 
Mark Williams QB 6-0 180 Fr. Jackson,AL 93 Merrick Jackson DL 6-2 320 Jt. East St. Louis, IL 
rennin 6-5 215 Fr Detroit, Ml 

6-4 256 So, Mont-Tremblac, Quebec, Canada 

65 240 Fr, Caledonia 

6-4 283 So _ Mobile, AL 

6-4 250 Fr. Maple Grove 

6-0 291 Jr. Chicago, IL 

6-4 27 Jr Owatonna 

6-2 290 Sr. Fort Walton Beach, FL 

Jr Vt. Hometown 

1 61 225 Fr Plymouth 

a 6-2 223 So. Eden Prairie 

Fr. 6-1 224 Jr. Jonesboro, GA 

mi 6-4 220 Fr Eden Prairie 

- 6-3 225 Jr Loxahatchee, FL 

= 5-11 220 So. Bolingbrook, IL 
D re 18 6-3 238 Sr. Lake Zurich, IL 
: = 1B 6-3 230 Fr. Burnsville 

89 Fr, Apple Valley ; 7 
owe es it te O_o 
Hh A E Lafayette, LA" 35 Jaylen Waters LB 6-3 205 Fr. Copperas Cove, TX 
eas oa Lit, HS TAS Milwaukee, WI 48 Blake Weber «LB «G-1_-225” dr Prior Lake 
Bee Remade Wa 6-6: 202:"'S0. ElPaso,T 45 Everett Williams LB 64 231 J. Mansfield, TX 
Val Cone Sree A a Crystal Lake, Defensive Backs Pos. ¥ ometoy 
82 Drew Woltarsky _WR 6-3 218 Sr _SantaClarita,CA_ Meanie tyinds 0B 6+) 203k chien 
Tight Ends Pos, Ht WL Yr Hometown 25 Ray Buford DB 6-2 19 Fr Detroit, MI 
44 Colton Beebe TE 6-3 263 Fr, Kansas City, KS_ 44 Zo Craighton DB 6-1 199 Fr Geismar, LA 
45 Nick Hart TE 65 250 Jr. PriorLake Coney Durr CB 5-10 190 Fr. Geismar, LA 
Ko Kieft TE 6-4 225 Fr, Sioux Center,1A 22 Joey Gorgen “DB 6-0 165 Fr. Mineral Point, WI 
86 BrandonLingen TE 6-5 247 Jr Wayzata § 3_KiAnte Hardin DB 5-10 170 So, Webb City, MO 
49 Bryce Witham TE 64 230 Fr.  GrandRapids,Mi | 17 Jacob Huff DB 5-10 205 So. Bolingbrook, IL 
80 Nate Wozniak TE 6-10 271 Jr. Greenwood, IN 2__ Dior Johnson DB 6-2 207 Fr. Detroit, MI 
8 Duke McGhee DB 6-1 207 Jr. Decatur, GA 

5 _ Jalen Myrick DB 5-10 205 Sr. _ Bloomingdale, GA 

6 Ace Rogers DB 6-1 211 Sr Towa City, IA 

34 Antonio Shenault DB 5-11 175 So. Roselle, IL 
40 Alexander Starks DB 5-11 200 Sr, Plainfield, IL 

Calvin Swenson DB 6-0 190 Fr, Kaukauna, WI 

Kiondre Thomas DB 6-0 170 Fr. Fort Smith, AR 

7 Damarius Travis DB 6-2 208 Sr, Pensacola, FL 

Antoine Winfield Jr. DB 5-10 185 Fr. The Woodlands, TX 

Specialist | Hometown 

38 EmmitCarpenter K 6-0 190 So. Green Bay, WI 

39 Trey Hansen LS 6-2 223 Fr. Cedar Falls, [A 

33 Andrew Harte K 6-0 181 Jr. —_ Downers Grove, IL 

47 JacobHerbers  P_—«6-2_ 220 «~*Fr. —_—Battle Creek, MI 

25 Payton Jordahl LS 6-2 230 So, Perham 

42. Justin Juenemann K 6-0 165 Jr, Phillipsburg, KS 

John Mack K 6-0 178 Fr. Hartland, WI 

34 Logan McElfresh P 6-1 193 So. Brainerd 

Danny Pietruszewski ATH 6-3 213 Fr. South St. Paul 

40 ChaseSamuels LS 6-0 200 Fr. Phoenix, AZ 

92 Tai'yonDevers DL 6-4 215 Fr.  PompanoBeach,FL 18 Ayan Santoso K 66 250 Jr. Pace, FL 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING 


RECEIVING 


RUSHING 


DEF. LEADERS 


ba os aca Sid 


Name GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pet 
M, Leidner 13° 121.2 242 407 «+11 595 
D. Croft 3 58.0 % WZ 0 41.2 
Name GP No. Yards Avg TD Long 
KJ Maye 13 73 «773 «10.6 5 57 
D.Wolitarsky 13 39 = 524 13.4 3 42 
B. Lingen 12 330 428 «13.0 3 40 
Name GP Att. Gain Loss Net Avg 
. Brooks 12 #119 722 #13 «#709 =~ «#260 

R. Smith 12 157 696 26 670 43 

we ci Riad hal 


Tackles: A Johnson 102, C. Poock 99, D. Coane 
Tackles for loss: J. Lynn 11, S. Richardson 8, T. Cockran 7 
Sacks: D. Campbell 4, S. Richardson 3.5, T. Cockran 3 


7 


Interceptions: B. Boddy-Calhoun 4, J. Myrick 3, three tied with one 
a 


TD Long Avg/G 


14 «57 = =—-207.8 
0 6 113 
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Carter Coughlin 

The top prospect in the state of Minnesota, a four-star 
recruit and the nation’s most athletic linebacker, the 
6-foot-4, 220-pound Eden Prairie (Minn.) product can 
be a difference-maker off the edge right away for the 
Gophers. When it’s all said and done, he could leave 
school as one of the program’s best. Helped lead his 
team to two state titles on the prep level. 


Garrison Wright 

The 6-4, 318-pound JUCO offensive line recruit has 
two seasons of eligibility remaining upon his arrival 
at Minnesota and comes in ready to be a dominant 
run-blocker and capable pass protector. Wright was 
the nation’s No. 6 offensive guard recruit per the 
247Sports Composite. 


Merrick Jackson 

A very disruptive interior lineman, the 6-2, 320-pound 
JUCO recruit had 19 tackles for loss and 7.5 sacks 

to go with 70 tackles last fall at lowa Western. 
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School 


Thomas Barber 1B 6 25 GOO Plymouth Robbinsdale Armstrong 
247Sports Composite rated No. 38 inside linebacker nationally and No. 12 player in 
Minnesota... As a senior, had 109 tackles, two quarterback sacks and two passes broken 
up... Had 309 yards rushing and nine touchdowns... Had 132 tackles, one quarterback 
sack, two fumbles caused and two interceptions as a junior. 


Vincent Calhoun OL 64 35 OOO Roswell, GA Soatore! Mississipi Communiy Colege 
Ranked No. 10 junior college offensive guard nationally by 247Sports Composite... Has two 
years of eligibility remaining... Allowed two quarterback sacks as a sophomore... Helped 
team to 1,572 yards passing and 12 touchdowns and 1,312 yards rushing and 11 touch- 
downs in nine games... As a freshman, blocked for offense with 1,947 yards rushing and 15 
touchdowns as well as 1,076 yards passing and 10 touchdowns in eight games, 


Carter Coughlin 1B 64 20 GO6O060 Eden Prairie Eden Prairie 
247Sports Composite rated No. 9 outside linebacker nationally and No. 1 player in 
Minnesota... Played in U.S. Army All-American Game... Helped team to two state champion- 
ships and a 40-game winning streak... As a senior, had 35 tackles, including seven tackles 
for loss, two passes broken up and one fumble recovered... Had one reception for 46 yards 
and a touchdown. 


Tai'yon Devers DL 64 25 GOOG Pompano Beach, FL  Georgka Prep Sports Academy 
Ranked No. 1 prep school weakside defensive end nationally by 247Sports Composite... Had 
36 tackles, 12 quarterback sacks, two fumbles caused and one fumble recovered in senior 
season at Blanche Ely... Blocked one punt and one field goal. 


Coney Durr CB 5-10 199 O66 Geismar, LA Dutchtown 
Ranked No. 57 player in Louisiana by 247Sports Composite... All-State... As a senior, had 


55 tackles, including five tackles for loss, and recovered one fumble, returning it for a touch- 
down. 


Seth Green OB 4 25 OOo Allen, 1X Allen 
247Sports Composite rated No. 10 dual-threat quarterback nationally and No. 57 player in 
Texas... Led team to 14-1 record and state championship game as a senior... Completed 
81 passes for 1,481 yards and 19 touchdowns... Had 865 yards rushing and 10 touch- 
downs. 


Drew Hmielewski WR 6&1 19 OGG Marshall Marshall 
Ranked No. 9 player in Minnesota by 247Sports Composite... All-State... As a senior, had 23 
receptions for 350 yards and five touchdowns... Had 51 yards rushing... Had 19 receptions 
for 466 yards and six touchdowns as a junior... Returned five kicks for 188 yards, including 
one for 90 yards. 


Phillip Howard WR &11 15 GOOG Minneapolis Robbinsdale Cooper 
247Sports Composite rated No. 57 athlete nationally and No. 8 player in Minnesota... 
Second-team All-State... Played in nine games at quarterback, defensive back and return 
specialist... Completed 45 passes for 802 yards and 11 touchdowns as a senior... Had 426 
yards rushing and six touchdowns... Had one reception for 43 yards. 


Merrick Jackson DL 62 320 O66 East St. Louis, IL lowa Westem 
Has two seasons of eligibility remaining... Ranked No. 16 junior college defensive tackle 
nationally by 247Sports Composite... NJCAA All-American... As a sophomore, had 70 tack- 
les, including 19 tackles for loss, 7.5 quarterback sacks, one fumble caused and one pass 
broken up... Had 52 tackles, including 10.5 tackles for loss, five quarterback sacks, two 
fumbles caused, one fumble recovered and one interception as a freshman. 
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Drew Hmielewski 

Hmielewski was ranked the No. 9 player in Minnesota. 
He's a terrific athlete and two-way player who has the 
size and physical ability to grow into an NFL receiver 
while at Minnesota. 


SLEEPER 


The 2017 class will see the Minnesota staff target offensive line, safety and 
defensive ends in an attempt to restock at those positions. New coach 
Tracy Claeys and his staff will hit the recruiting trail hard trying to upgrade 
the Golden Golphers talent level. 

— By Steve Wiltfong 


2017 NEEDS 


Committments 


@azsronr= COMPOSITE 
0 1 19 O 


Average Stars 


Total Stars 61 
B10: 9 


National Rank: 48 


Pos, Hk Wi Stars Hometown 


Tamarion Johnson DL 65 215 OOO Detroit, Ml Brattford Academy 
Ranked No. 8 defensive lineman and No. 42 player in Michigan by 247Sports Composite... 
Played receiver and defensive end as a senior. 


Tyler Johnson WR 62 180 O06 Minneapolis Minneapolis North 
247Sports Composite rated No. 34 athlete nationally and No. 5 player in Minnesota. .. Invited 
to Semper Fidelis All-American Game... As a senior, led team to state championship... Had 
2,606 yards passing and 36 touchdowns... Had 1,100 yards rushing and 20 touchdowns. 


Ko Kieft TE 64 256 O00 Sioux Center, (A Sioux Center 
Ranked No. 10 player in lowa by 247Sports Composite... All-State... Completed 112 passes 
for 1,937 yards and 19 touchdowns as a senior... Had 470 yards rushing and 11 touch- 
downs... Had 50.5 tackles, including seven tackles for loss, three quarterback sacks and one 
interception. 


Kamal Martin IB 63 20 SOG Bumsville Burnsville 
247Sports Composite rated No. 55 athlete nationally and No. 7 player in Minnesota... All- 
State... Completed 63 of 117 passes for 877 yards and nine touchdowns as a senior... Had 
400 yards rushing and eight touchdowns... Had 79 tackles, two fumbles caused and one 
interception. 


Kobe McCrary RBG] 230 OGG Chipley, FL Butler Community College 
Has two years eligibility remaining... Ranked No. 9 junior college running back nationally by 
247Sports Composite... As a sophomore, had 1,190 yards rushing and 22 touchdowns... 
Had 195 yards rushing and two touchdowns as a freshman. 


Conner Olson OL 65 288 OOO Monticello Monticello 
247Sports Composite rated No. 47 offensive guard nationally and No. 11 player in 
Minnesota... All-State... As a senior, blocked for offense that averaged 39.6 points per 
game. 


Sam Schlueter O 66 20 GOO Victoria Mayer Lutheran 
247Sports Composite rated No. 6 player in Minnesota... All-State... As a senior, had 87 
tackles, including six tackles for loss, and one fumble caused... Had 68 tackles as a junior... 
Had seven receptions for 65 yards and one touchdown. 


Kiondre Thomas DB 60170 6606 Fort Smith, AR Northside 
Ranked No. 8 player in Arkansas by 247Sports Composite... All-State... Played cornerback 
and wide receiver... As a senior, had 63 tackles, two fumbles caused and six interceptions, 
returning one for touchdown... Had 107 yards rushing and three touchdowns... Had 244 
yards receiving and three touchdowns... Returned two kickoffs for touchdowns. 


DeMarcus Williams 0B 60 180 GOOG Jackson, AL Jackson 
247Sports Composite rated No. 43 dual-threat quarterback nationally... All-State... Led team 
to 13-1 record with 3,300 total yards of offense and 41 touchdowns as a senior... As a junior, 
had 1,145 yards passing and 13 touchdowns... Had 542 yards rushing and seven touchdowns. 


Antoine Winfield, Ju DB 5-10 18 GOO The Woodlands, TX — The Woodlands 
247Sports Composite rated No. 20 cornerback in Texas... As a senior, helped team that 
allowed an average of 7.4 points per game and achieved a 10-2 record... Had 87 tackles, 
five fumbles caused and two interceptions. 


Garrison Wright OL 64 318 GOO Beattie, KS Butler Community College 
Has two years eligibility remaining... Ranked No. 6 junior college offensive guard nationally 
by 247Sports Composite... Helped team to 9-2 record as a senior... Blocked for offense that 
had 2,087 yards rushing and 36 touchdowns and 2,160 yards passing and 16 touchdowns. 


a 
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% uring an upset bid of No. 2 TCU in last 

| season’s opener, the Gophers sent in 

their safety and special-teams stal- 

wart Damarius Travis to attempt to block 

a punt. He hit a Horned Frogs blocker and 
heard his hamstring pop. 

Travis remembers howling on the turf, 
then limping off the field. But the real pain 
set in when he didn’t recover from the inju- 
ry and couldn’t finish the season with three 
fellow seniors in the secondary — safety 
Antonio Johnson, and cornerbacks Eric 
Murray and Briean Boddy-Calhoun. 

After Travis’ game-high 10 tackles, TCU 
got the punt away and stymied the upset at- 
tempt in a 23-17 win at TCF Bank Stadium. 

Now, Murray and Boddy-Calhoun are 
in NFL training camps, and Travis is back 
for his fifth season with the Gophers after 
receiving a medical redshirt. 

“It was tough because | know how badly 
Damarius likes to compete,” Murray said. “We 
all wanted to do that together. ... It kind of hurt 
because the first game we played really, really 
well. We didn’t get to reach our full potential.” 

Defensive coordinator Jay Sawvel said 
Travis was the Gophers defender they 
couldn't afford to lose in 2015 — when 
Murray and Boddy-Calhoun earned various 
all-conference honors. 

“(Travis) played nickel; he played safety; 
he was ... our best overall player,” Sawvel 
said. “Great cover guy; good in the box; but 
he was also our best special teams player.” 

To illustrate, Sawwel said Travis played 110 
defensive and special-teams plays against 
TCU, which boasted Heisman Trophy candi- 
date Trevone Boykin and wide receiver Josh 
Doctson, a first-round NFL draft pick. 

“When we lost (Travis) last year, we had to 
replace him with three different guys on spe- 
cial teams, and we had to try to figure out a 
way to fix some of his production on defense, 
which we couldn’t quite do,” Sawvel said. 

As Minnesota found patchwork remedies — 
including walk-on sophomore Adekunle Ayinde 
— Travis was staging a midseason comeback. 

“| hurt it again,” Travis said. “That just 
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: OB MITCH LEIDNER 

The senior has had 

? a rocky career as 

? Minnesota's signal call- 
er but has shown signs 
: of improvement heading 
: into his fifth year. ... 

He increased his completion percentage from 
: 51.5 to 59.5 percent from his sophomore to 
junior years. ... 


He possesses the size, tough- 


~ ‘ : ness, love for the game and arm strength to 


prolonged it even further.” 
Travis eventually shut down his attempt : : 


to rejoin his senior brethren and will now 
join corner Jalen Myrick as this year’s 
senior secondary leaders. 


With Murray selected by the Kansas City 
Chiefs in the NFL draft’s fourth round, Min- : 
nesota is one of five programs to have de- : 
fense backs selected in the last three drafts. : 

If Travis’ season goes as planned, he : 


could extend that streak to four in a row. 


: CB RAY BUFORD 

: ; At6-2, the redshirt 

: freshman has ideal size 
: for a press corner and 
: looks impressive in 

? workouts. ... 


; carry a team, but his accuracy and decision- 
? making will be under the microscope. 


: RB SHANNON BROOKS 
As a true freshman, 

? he showed a strong 

? cocktail of running ability 
— a desire to lower his 

? shoulder, stifle with 

? a stiff-arm, strong cutback 
i vision and ability to sprint past opponents. ... 
| : He had 119 carries for 709 yards and seven 
> touchdowns. ... 
40, 38, the most rushes of 35-yards plus for 

: a Gopher in a season since Laurence Maroney 
: in 2005. 


He ripped off runs of 75, 71, 


During last 
season and 2016 spring 
ball, head coach Tracy Claeys mentioned 
Buford as a potential impact player waiting 
in the wings. ... The three-star recruit from 
Detroit, Mich., could be the next in a growing 


: line of standout defensive backs to play for 
: Minnesota. 


| < . + Photos courtesy of Minnesota Athletics. 
a a a 
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MAC rank: 10 Record: 3-9 


LOCATION: Kent, Ohio 

COACH: Paul Haynes — At Kent State and overall: 9-26, 
3 years 

OFPENSIVE COORDINATOR: Don Treacwell 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Ben Needham 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1972 
LAST BOWL: 2012, GoDaddy.com 
RETURING STARTERS: 18; 10 offense, 7 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB George Bollas, RB Raekwon James, 


OL Reno Reda, DL Terence Waugh, LB Elcee Refuge, 
CB Najee Murray, CB Demetrius Monday, S Nate Holley 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The offensive line is the most expe- 
rienced group in Haynes’ tenure, with the entire starting unit 
back, along with numerous redshirted linemen. There are 
more playmakers at running back and wide receiver — 

as well as more speed — than in past seasons. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Haynes is openly worried about 
the lack of a productive quarterback. The quarterback issue 
is a big problem for a program looking for leadership and 
wins. The inexperience at some spots, notably wide receiver 
and punter, is an area of concern. 


ravenetonnenennt 


OFFENSE 


Kent State averaged a paltry 13.1 points per game 
last season, ranking last in the nation. 

The Golden Flashes scored 19 touchdowns and made 
seven field goals and, not surprisingly, won only three 
games. Improvement should come in small pieces, with 
all five starters from the offensive line returning. 

Kent State also has promising sophomore running 
back Raekwon James, who rushed for 332 yards in lim- 
ited duty, and some other playmakers. Those include 
running backs Nick Holley, Justin Rankin and Myles 
Washington, while a young receiving corps raises 
hope for a better offensive output. 

But the Golden Flashes have one gaping hole in their 
offense — quarterback. George Bollas, Mylik Mitchell 
and Justin Agner are locked in a heated battle that pro- 
duced no clear-cut winner at the end of spring practice. 

Bollas, a sophomore, is the most experienced 
among the trio to lead the spread offense. 

The good news is whomever wins the quarterback 
job will benefit from one of the best lines in the con- 
ference, as left tackle Reno Reda, right tackle Brock 
Macaulay and left guard Wayne Scott anchor the unit. 


DEFENSE 


A strong, experienced defense brings hope for 
a possible winning season. Kent State, which finished 
third in the MAC in total defense last season, returns 
seven starters from last season’s potent unit. 

Allowing big plays was an issue for Kent State last 
season, but the secondary should be vastly improved 
with the return of cornerback Demetrius Monday and 
safety Nate Holley, both all-conference performers. 

Cornerback Jerrell Foster, a junior, is a player with 
a high upside after sitting out all of last season. Line- 
backer Jim Jones turned heads in spring practice with 
his aggressive and physical play. 

Defensive end Terence Waugh led the team with 
nine sacks and 12 tackles for a loss in 2015. The depth 
and overall athleticism on the defense permits some 
freedom for the coaching staff to move fifth-year 
senior cornerback Najee Murray around the field. 
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MAC record: 2-6 (Sth. East) 


TERENCE WAUGH 


“They have made some progress under 
Coach Haynes, but lack a go-to or star- 
quality player, Their defense is impres- 
sive, but not having a reliable quarterback 
is something I would be worried about.” 

— Anonymous MAC assistant coach 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Sophomore kicker Shane Hynes headlines a young 
and potentially bountiful group of underclassmen set 
to be contributors on special teams. The punting job 
is wide open, with the winner expected to be freshman 
Derek Adams. Raekwon James had a solid season 
returning kicks, and Ernest Calhoun did the same as 
a punt returner. 


OVERVIEW 

Kent State has to hope that grind-it-out victories 
will be the norm in 2016. Yet, after a rough last few 
seasons, the Golden Flashes have built a solid defense 
and can rely on an experienced and well-stocked 
offensive line to overcome issues at quarterback and 
wide receiver. 

If Kent State can survive without any serious inju- 
ries or confidence issues from playing at Penn State 
and Alabama in the first four weeks, it can lean on 
a relatively easy slate of games against MAC East 
Division opponents to make a run at .500 or above. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


WR Kavious’ Price: At 5-5, 155 pounds, Price is 
not a receiver capable of running over defenders or 
using his vertical to snag balls, but his speed is a posi- 
tive for an offense dying for a vertical threat. Price has 
been timed at 10.4 seconds for 100 meters. 


Stadium: Dix Stadium (25,319) 


KENT STATE | GOLDEN FLASHES 


By Bob Narang 


2016 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
QB 2 | George Bollas 6-3 208 So. 
RB 24 | Raekwon James® 5-9 187 Jr. 
WR 3 | Kris White’ G-1 210 Sr. 
WR 80 | Johnny Woods* 6-3 205 So. 
WR 1 | Antwan Dixon® 5-8 173 So. 
TE 13 | Brice Fackler® 6-3 250 Sr. 
LT 55 | Reno Reda® 6-6 294 Sr. 
LG 71 | Wayne Scott® 6-3 300 Sr. 
C 70 | Stefano Millin® 6-5 280 Jr. 
RG 52 | Nathan Puthoff* 6-4 296 Jr. 
RT 74 | Brock Macaulay® 6-5 280 Sr. 
DEFENSE 
DE 51 | Terence Waugh* 6-1 262 Sr. 
DT 90 | Jon Cunningham’ 6-0 295 Jr. 
NG 50 | Chris Fairchild’ 6-2 316 Sr. 
DE 58 | Theo Eboighe 6-1 244 Jr. 
LB 22 | Jim Jones 6-1 214 So. 
LB 37 | Nick Cuthbert 6-0 214 Sr. 
STAR 7 | Elcee Refuge* 5-9 230 Sr. 
CB 12 | Najee Murray*® 5-9 180 Sr. 
CB 21 | Demetrius Monday® 5-10 197 Sr. 
SS 27 | Kevin Bourne 5-10 181 Jr. 
FS 18 ! Nate Holley* 5-11 208 Sr. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 57 | Shane Hynes* 5-10 166 Jr. 
P N/A | Derek Adams 6-0 186 Fr. 
“Returning starters in Bold 
2016 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 3 at Penn State 
Sept. 10 NORTH CAROLINA A&T 
Sept. 17 MONMOUTH 
Sept. 24 at Alabama 
Oct.1 AKRON 
Oct. 8 at Buffalo 
Oct. 15 at Miami (0H) 
Oct. 22 OHIO 
Oct. 29 at Central Michigan 
Nov. 8 WESTERN MICHIGAN 
Nov. 15 at Bowling Green 
Nov. 25 NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
2015 RESULTS 
L at Illinois 3-52 
Ww DELAWARE STATE 45-13 
L at Minnesota 7-10 
L MARSHALL 29-36 
w MIAMI (OH) 20-14 
L at Toledo 7-38 
Ww at Massachusetts 15-10 
L BOWLING GREEN 0-48 
L BUFFALO 17-18 
L at Ohio 0-27 
L CENTRAL MICHIGAN 14-27 
L at Akron 0-20 
2015 RANKINGS 
OPPENGE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 13,1 127 
Rushing 132.8 107 
Passing 138.1 120 
Total 270.8 126 
DEFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 26.1 58 
Rushing 143.9 35 
Passing 206.2 39 
Total 350.1 27 
TO MARGIN PER GAM RANK 
3 ° T-68 
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OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Danny Langsdorf 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mark Banker 


NEBRASKA 


CORNEU 


For more coverage of the Cornhuskers, visit nebraska.247Sports.com 


STADIUM: Memorial: 81,091 


AIM IN 2016: TURN NEBRASKA INTO A FINISHING SCHOOL 


peatedly in 2016, whether plastered around 

its football complex or shouted during ev- 
ery post-practice team huddle, it would come 
down to six simple letters: F-I-N-I-S-H. 

Finish, and the Huskers don’t have their 
hearts ripped out by BYU to start the Mike 
Riley era last season. 

Finish, and they don’t lose in the final 10 
seconds to Illinois and Wisconsin. 

Finish, and they complete a wild come- 
back at Miami by winning in overtime. 

Finish, and they don’t drop a costly mid- 
season home game against Northwestern in 
which the Wildcats had a mere three first 
downs at halftime. 

Nebraska led or was tied in the fourth quar- 
ter in 10 of 12 regular-season games in 2015, 
yet found itself staring at a 5-7 record and 
needing an NCAA waiver just to go bowling. 

“There are a lot of things we wish we could 
get back,” Riley said, summing up what 
didn’t get done in his first season after replac- 
ing Bo Pelini in Lincoln. 

But it was that not-necessarily-earned bowl 
bid that could end up being a launching pad 
into 2016. 

In a 37-29 win over UCLA in the Foster 
Farms Bowl, veteran quarterback Tommy 
Armstrong Jr. played one of his best games; 
the Huskers ran the football with authority 
and took care of it; and a maligned defense 
held the Bruins when it needed to do it. 

All those will be repeated priorities if Ne- 
braska wants to rule the Big Ten West and 
contend for its first conference champion- 
ship since 1999, 

To finish, Armstrong will have to cut back 
on his 16 interceptions from last season; only 
four teams threw more than the Huskers’ total 
of 21. That can be helped by NU getting more 
from its running game, like the 326 yards it 
took from UCLA without much resistance. 

To finish, the Husker defense will have to 
drastically cut into the amount of big plays it 
allowed in its first season with Mark Banker 
in charge, especially in the passing game. 


OFFENSE 


As Nebraska goes into its second season 
with Riley and offensive coordinator Danny 


| Nebraska had to pick one word to use re- 


140 Lindy’s Sports Annuals 


Langsdorf running the show, it has the luxu- 
ry of a fourth-year starting quarterback and 
the kind of receivers and running backs that 
it needs. 

That brings us to a rebuilt offensive line as 
the unit to watch, where one of the three lost 
starters (and four seniors) was fourth-round 
NFL draft pick Alex Lewis. 

Nebraska moved sophomore Nick Gates to 
left tackle and will try to set the tone with his 
physical style and right amount of nastiness. 
That leaves 6-9, 315-pound David Knevel to 
anchor the right side, with sophomores Jer- 
ald Foster and Tanner Farmer seeing what 
they can do with first-time opportunities at 
the guard spots. 

Dylan Utter moves from left guard to play 
center, and the senior will have to be the glue 
with so much inexperience around him. 

“IT can’t say we’re a proven commodity 
but, boy, do I like the look of it right now,” 
Riley said. 

Why so much focus on the line? Because 
Riley — known for throwing it around at 
Oregon State — has talked plenty since the 
bowl game about having the running at- 
tack be a staple of what the Huskers do. And 
they just weren’t consistent enough with it 
last season. 

I-back Devine Ozigbo capped his freshman 
year with 21 carries in the bowl game, and 
Nebraska likes his downhill running style 
and nose for the first-down marker. Senior 
Terrell Newby has 268 career carries for 1,360 
yards and 13 touchdowns; he brings the 
versatility to handle everything Riley wants 
from his backs. 

The X-factor is Armstrong’s running 
threat. Riley had to get used to it a year ago as 
Armstrong saw dips in his rushing attempts 
(145 to 98) and yards (705 to 400) from the 
previous season. 

“The vision going forward looks pretty 
good, and I’m excited about it,” Riley said. 

When Nebraska throws it, Armstrong has 
one of the school’s most productive receiv- 
ers at his disposal jordan Westerkamp), three 
others who caught at least 24 passes a year 
ago (Brandon Reilly, Alonzo Moore, Stanley 
Morgan) and one of the most talented tight 
ends in the Big Ten (Cethan Carter). 


SCHEDULE 


Date 


Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 29 
Nov. 5 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 25 


Opponent 


FRESNO STATE 
WYOMING 
OREGON 
at Northwestern 
ILLINOIS 
at Indiana 
PURDUE 
at Wisconsin 
at Ohio State 
MINNESOTA 
MARYLAND 
at lowa 


RESULTS 


Sse - Misia -e - =e - 


Ww 


BYU 
SOUTH ALABAMA 
at Miami (07) 
SOUTHERN MISS 
at Illinois 
WISCONSIN 
at Minnesota 
NORTHWESTERN 
at Purdue 
MICHIGAN STATE 
at Rutgers 
1OWA 
Foster Farms Bowl 
vs. UCLA 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 


ann © HD B 7 


"15 Record 


3-9 
2-10 
9-4 
10-3 
5-7 
6-7 
2-10 
10-3 
12-1 
6-7 
3-9 
12-2 


28-33 

48-9 
33-36 
36-28 
13-14 
21-23 
48-25 
28-30 
45-55 
39-38 
31-14 
20-28 


37-29 
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AT A GLANCE 


Lincoln, Neb. 
6-7 overall, 3-5 Big Ten (4th, West) 


Mike Riley — At Nebraska: 6-7, 1 year; 
overall: 99-87, 15 years 


13; 6 offense, 5 defense, kicker, punter 


QB Tommy Armstrong, WR Jordan 
Westerkamp, TE Cethan Carter, LT Nick 
Gates, DE Freedom Akinmoladun, LB Josh 
Banderas, CB Joshua Kalu, S Nate Gerry 


The Huskers can play pitch-and-catch pret- 
ty well at times, with Armstrong having vet- 
eran receivers, led by Westerkamp. The trio 
of Gerry, Kalu and cornerback Chris Jones 
gives the Huskers some playmakers in the 
secondary. Nebraska should be better at 
linebacker simply with better health. 


What happens if three first-year starters on 
the offensive line don’t come along as 
hoped, especially when each saw very lim- 
ited snaps a year ago? Armstrong must 
bump up his career 54 percent completion 
rate, weed out the bad decisions and 
decrease his interceptions. Then there is 
the matter of road games at Ohio State, 
Wisconsin, Northwestern and lowa. 


FB Andy Janovich, LT Alex Lewis, C Ryne 
Reeves, DT Maliek Collins, DT Vincent 
Valentine, DE/DT Greg McMullen, DE Jack 
Gangwish, S Byerson Cockrell 


Some might give Mike Riley a mulligan 
because of the incredible run of tough luck 
last season, but his second team won't get 
as much leash from an anxious fan base. 
The turnover margin badly needs to be 
flipped (Nebraska was minus-12 in 2015) to 
give the Huskers a chance. But the talent is 
good enough for this team to be somewhere 
in the hunt in the Big Ten West. 


Consecutive seasons in which Nebraska 
has lost four or more games. In the previous 
35 years, it dropped more than three games 
just twice. 


How can it be better? 

Armstrong can bump up his career 54 
percent completion rate, perhaps with bet- 
ter use of check-downs and improvements 
with the screen game. His mobility and 
knack for getting out of trouble, however, 
helped the Huskers allow just 14 sacks last 
season. 

The interceptions just can’t be over- 
looked, though. They were particularly cost- 
ly when Armstrong threw four against Iowa 
and three at Miami, and backup Ryker Fyfe 
tossed four in the startling loss at Purdue. 


The problems start on the line. The 
Huskers lost tackles Maliek Collins and 
Vincent Valentine to NFL draft deci- 
sions, end/tackle Greg McMullen to the 
real world and tackle Kevin Williams to 
graduate transfer. 

All told, their career experience amount- 
ed to 124 games and 80 starts. 

So finding the right four starters and 


QB Tommy Armstrong Jr* Sr. Fourth among active FBS QBs with 53 passing TDs. Ryker Fyfe, Sr. 

RB Terrell Newby* Sr. Veteran back looking for his breakout 1,000-yard season. Devine Ozigbo, So. 

WR Jordan Westerkamp* Sr. —_ Needs 53 receptions to become NU all-time leader. De'Mornay Pierson-El, Jr. 

WR Brandon Reilly Sr. Speed helps Huskers with spreading the field. Stanley Morgan Jr., So. 

WR Alonzo Moore St. _ Six of his 24 receptions went for TDs in 2015. Derrion Grim, Fr. 

TE —_ Cethan Carter* Sr. Adds physical blocking prowess to threat as receiver. Sam Cotton, Sr. 

LT _ Nick Gates* So. High expectations after 10 starts as redshirt freshman. Christian Gaylord, Fr. 

LG Jerald Foster So. — Good size and mobility, emerged in spring practice. Jalin Barnett, Fr. 

C Dylan Utter* Sr. Only start at this position came in 2014 Holiday Bowl. Michael Decker, Fr. 

RG ‘Tanner Farmer So. NU seeking linemen with an edge; Farmer plays with one. © Corey Whitaker, Sr. 

RT David Knevel Jr. Goes 6-9, 315; has to prove he can use all the size. Sam Hahn, Sr. 

PK Drew Brown* Jr. — School-record pace for career scoring (208 points so far). Spencer Lindsay, Sr. 
*Returning Starter in Bold 

DE —_ Ross Dzuris Sr. Ex-walk-on never played in a game until junior season. Alex Davis, Fr. 

DT Kevin Maurice Sr. Athletic and active; needs to be every-down hammer. Mick Stoltenberg, So. 

DT Khalil Davis Fr. All the tools, just lacks game experience ... for now. Carlos Davis, Fr. 

DE — FreedomAkinmoladun So. Freshman impact slowed by midseason knee surgery. DaiShon Neal, Fr. 

LB Michael Rose-Ivey Sr. __ Injuries have been issue since making 66 tackles as frosh. Luke Gifford, So. 

LB Josh Banderas* Sr. Three-year contributor with 139 career tackles. Chris Weber, Jr. 

LB Dedrick Young* So. Next step is to read and react quicker; talent is there. Marcus Newby, Jr. 

CB Joshua Kalu* Jr. His confidence and playmaking need to be contagious. Eric Lee Jr., Fr. 

CB Chris Jones* Jr. Started playing his best as last season wound down. Boaz Joseph, Jr. 

SS __ Nate Gerry* Sr. — Runs, hits and makes plays; nine career interceptions. Avery Anderson, Fr. 

FS Aaron Williams So. Three starts as freshman included bowl game vs. UCLA. Kieron Williams, Jr. 

P Sam Foltz* Sr. Definite NFL potential; lots of athleticism for a punter. Caleb Lightbourn, Fr. 
*Returning Starter in Bold 


constructing depth on the line might be as 
important as anything as the Huskers try 
to fix the painful numbers they absorbed 
under a completely revamped defensive 
staff in 2015S. 

Former walk-on Ross Dzuris and former 
tight end Freedom Akinmoladun at least 
give NU some experience at defensive end; 
both started four games a year ago. Akin- 
moladun offers intriguing upside, and the 
tangy sophomore showed flashes of pass- 
tushing skill with 4.5 sacks after moving 
over from offense. 

The door swings wide open for Kevin 
Maurice at defensive tackle, where the 
senior has seen steady backup work in 
the past two seasons. Maurice just lacks 
the explosiveness of Collins or the size of 
Valentine. 

What saves the panic button from get- 
ting pushed is the presence and promise of 
nearly 600 pounds of Davis twins waiting 
at tackle. Khalil and Carlos are hard to tell 
apart, right down to the depth chart — 


although Khalil Davis finished spring prac- 
tice working with the No. 1s, which will be 
tested when Nebraska gets back Mick Stol- 
tenberg from a knee injury. 

The Huskers are better off in the 
back seven, with improvements in the 
secondary perhaps being what helps 
Mark Banker’s defense function the 
way it’s designed. 

Nebraska found its starting cornerbacks 
by the end of last season with juniors 
Joshua Kalu and Chris Jones, who offer the 
right combination of ball skills, size and, 
now, confidence. Kalu said during spring 
practice that the hard knocks of 2015 — 
eight opponents threw for 300 yards or 
more — have made him better. 

They get help at safety from third-year 
starter Nate Gerry, who led the Huskers in 
tackles and interceptions last season. NU 
just needs to find the right running mate 
for the All-Big Ten candidate. 

Nebraska should be better at linebacker 
simply with better health. Josh Banderas, 
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NDS Rank: No. 15 SS in class of 2017 


The Cornhuskers’ leading tackler last season with 79 stops, Gerry also led the team in 
interceptions (four) and passes defended (11) as the clear leader of the secondary. He is 
a straight-line athlete with some stiffness in his movements, but he plays with conviction, 
attacking with precise angles and desired finishing toughness. 


NDS Rank: No. 31 WR in class of 2017 


The Huskers’ passing attack has been inconsistent, but Westerkamp is clearly the team’s most 
reliable pass-catcher, leading Nebraska last season with 65 catches for 918 yards and seven 
touchdowns. He lacks game-changing speed and won't overpower defensive backs at the 
catch point, but he is quick to locate and showcases strong ball-skills on contested throws. 


NDS Rank: No. 79 WR in class of 2018 


Pierson-El made a big splash as a true freshman two seasons ago, returning three punt 
returns for touchdowns on his way to earning Nebraska Special Teams MVP honors. 
However, his sophomore year in 2015 was marred by injury, including an ACL tear in 
October that hit the pause button on his development. If able to return to the field, Pierson-El 
is one of the most dangerous return men in the country. 


Michael Rose-Ivey, Dedrick Young and 
Chris Weber missed a combined 14 games 
last season. 

NU will need Banderas to have a think- 
fast attitude and sharp nose for the football 
from his middle linebacker spot. Rose-Ivey 
will be a leader as the Blackshirts try to 
regain some swagger. 

Young barged onto the scene as a true 
freshman, making 11 starts and contribut- 
ing 61 tackles. If Young can eliminate his 
instant of hesitation, his next step could 
be special. 


Punter Sam Foltz and placekicker Drew 
Brown have mentioned the possibility of 
being together in Orlando in December 
as finalists for the Ray Guy and Lou Groza 
awards, respectively. 

Foltz heads into his fourth season han- 
dling the punting chores, and he has bet- 
tered his average each year. His average of 


— Dane Brugler, NFLDraftScout.com 


44.2 yards in 2015 was the second-highest 
mark by a Husker since 2005. 

Brown won the kicking job as a true 
freshman in 2014 and has followed with 
back-to-back 100-point seasons, some- 
thing no other kicker in school history has 
accomplished. 

Brown had some blips last fall, then made 
his final 11 field goal attempts to finish the 
season 21 of 27 (including 12 of 14 from 40 
to 49 yards). That put his career accuracy at 
72.9 percent (35 of 48). 

The return games need to be better. 
Nebraska ranked last in the Big Ten in 
kick returns (18.2 yards), and injuries to 
De’Mornay Pierson-El took away one of the 
nation’s best punt threats. 


There’s a two-week stretch that definitely 
catches your eye, and it will make for good 
prime-time viewing if Nebraska can get 
through its first seven games with some 


Top 25 mojo and a good place in the Big 
Ten West standings. 

It starts with an Oct. 29 trip to Wis- 
consin, where the Huskers have been 
embarrassed twice since joining the Big 
Ten. Then comes a game at Ohio State, 
which owns a 50-4 record over the last 
four seasons. 

The non-conference plum is a Sept. 17 
home game with Oregon, the old Civil War 
nemesis for head coach Mike Riley from his 
Oregon State tenure. 

And, hey, Indiana is on the sched- 
ule! The Huskers and Hoosiers, who 
meet Oct. 15 in Bloomington, haven’t 
played since Nebraska joined the Big 
Ten in 2011. 

The Huskers are among the teams facing 
five road assignments in the first season 
in which the Big Ten goes to a nine-game 
conference schedule. 

— Rich Kaipust 


———————————— 
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NOTEBOOK 


A side from expecting improvement in its second 


year with a new defensive system, Nebraska 
took some other steps to shore up a unit that 
allowed way too many yards and points a year ago. 

The major personnel change was hiring former 
Husker defensive tackle and NFL veteran John Parrel- 
la to take over the defensive line for Hank Hughes, who 
was fired in February. Parrella drew immediate positive 
comments for his coaching and recruiting start. 

A smaller adjustment was defensive coordina- 
tor Mark Banker becoming position coach for the 
safeties, with Brian Stewart now concentrating on 
the cornerbacks. 

Atop the to-do list will be lowering the number 
of pass plays that went for 20 or more yards last 
season (60) and the overall scrimmage plays that 
exceeded 30 yards (37). 

¢ Nebraska was successful at stopping the run, 
ranking No. 9 nationally in rushing defense at 109.8 
yards per game. Only three opponents managed 
more than 150 yards, and NU was 5-0 when teams 
were held below 90. 

© Can either Terrell Newby or Devine Ozigbo hit 
the 1,000-yard rushing mark? Last season was the 
Huskers’ first since 2008 without a 1,000-yard rusher. 

© Maryland was the only Big Ten team with a 
worse turnover margin than Nebraska (minus-12) 
last season. Since 2003, NU has had more take- 
aways than giveaways just once (2009). 

¢ When Andy Janovich finished with a surprising 
265 rushing yards last season (plus three TDs), it was the 
most production by a Husker fullback since 1998. NU will 
look at the trio of Harrison Jordan, Graham Nabity and 
Luke MeNitt to replace the sixth-round NFL draft pick. 

Nebraska is on its fourth coach since winning 
its last conference championship — the Big 12 title 
in 1999. It is 0-4 in Big 12 or Big Ten championship 
games since then. 

 NUis still paying $128,009 a month to former head 
coach Bo Pelini, now the head coach at Youngstown 
State. Those checks will continue until Feb. 28, 2019. 

¢ Nebraska heads into the 2016 season with an 
NCAA-record 347 consecutive sellouts at Memorial 
Stadium. That streak started in 1962. 


OUTSIDER’S VIEW 


“Most new programs make adjustments from year 
one to year two. With Mike Riley, there have been some 
Staff changes and realignments, and certainly a new 
comfort zone and culture established. 

“There certainly won't be a change in offensive 
philosophy in 2016, but perhaps a moderate change 
in play selection — perhaps a game plan that makes 
the defense align with a special focus on quarterback 
Tommy Armstrong in the run game. 

“The quarterback run was not a major part of the 
offense last year but, in the bowl game vs. UCLA and 
in the spring game, Armstrong was a major factor in 
the run game. Most coaches want offensive balance, 
but with Armstrong’s talents, the balance may be a 
blend between a traditional run game, a quarterback 
run game and a passing game.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 


CORNHUSKERS SPRING ROSTER 


Quarterback Pos, Ht Wt Yer Hometown Defensive Linemen Pos. HL Wt Yr, Hometown 
J. 0B 6-1 220 Sr, Cibolo, TX 91 Freedom AkinmoladunDE 6-4 255 So. Grandview, MO 
35 So, y 75 Fm Anderson DL 33 i cal 
17_RykerFyle 08 6-3 215 Sr. “GrandIsland. © 32 AlexDavis DE 6-5 255 _Fr.__Riviera 
treet Ca Sioa lens —U— 69900 — Bs Soe 
; : =; 
2 Fainck Oren Sake 88 Ross Dzuris DE 6-3 255 Sr. :; 
48_ Erik Evans DE 6-3 255 Jr. “Waverly 
18 Tre RB 5-11 200 Fr. St Louis, MO a7 Matt Ji ka DE 6-4 255 So. Loup 
ite engi 8 60220 Fr. Gretna 50 Garret Johns DL 6-0 285 Sr. ~ Aurora 
2 RB 6-0 210 Fr. Sutton ‘King DE 6-4 250 So. Plant City, FL_ 
38 Harrison Jordan FB 5-10 230 Jr. “Omaha «58 Joel Lo DL 6-2 280 Jr. Saint Charles, I~ 
36 Spencer Jordan 2215 Fr. “Omaha 55 urice DT 6-3 300 _ Sr. Orlando, FL 
30 Bo Kitrell FB 61225 So, Ashland 90 Greg McMullen DE 6-5 300 Sr. Akron, OH 
{Mazour RB 5-9 190 Fr. —tibion” — 98-Collin Miller DE 6-3 235 Fr. Fishers, IN 
FB 6-0 240 Sr Omaha 45 AJ Natter DE 6-5 260 Jr. Milton, WI 
2 1861210 Sr. Omaha © 9 DaiShon Neal DE E ; 
39 Jordan Nelson IB 5-8 160 Sr. “Omaha «8S Newell DL 6-3 250 So. Hiawatha, KS 
34 Terrell New (8 5-10 200 Sr. Los CA in Owen DL 6-5 240 So. Westchester, NY 
2 RB 5-11 230 So. woes 97” Logan Rath DT 6-4 280 Sr Giltner 
1B 6-1 225 So, Lincoln” é DE 6-5 240 Fr. Ashland 
28 Adam T: iB 62-210 In ; 45 Mick Stoltenberg DL 6-5 So. Gretna 
21 Mikale Wilbon 1B 5-9 195 So. 92 Kevin Williams DT 6-2 275 Sr. 
Linebackers Pos. Ht wt Yr. Hometown 
Fr. Oxnard, CA 30 Quayshon Alexander LB 6-3 235 Fr. Prospect Park, NJ 
3 Weak Bones LB E3280 Lincoln 
Sy Cistan ‘tn ad 18 ten Comets, CX 18 Wokamed Bary 1B 5-1 220 Fe yson, GA 
a . 65 Fr. Bi sb abones 12a Feta 
a nn 3 rel 
3 ee _ ee Medina, WN 55 Brody Cleveland’ — 1B 6-2 —205 Fi opal 
7 m WR 6-0 195 Fr. ras Cree 5 ine 
2%5_Blake Holtmeler _ WR_6-2 200 — So. a pe ee ee 
‘Todd Honas WR 5-11 200 Fr. Aurora 54 = 186-3310 Fr- Kear 
39 Donovan McDonald WR 5-17 175 Fr. Montclair, NJ 34 in Hunt iw 60 215 Yi. 
82 Alonzo WR 6-2 195 Sr. Winnfield, LA” 3>~ pemell Jefferson 1B — 6-2 205 — Fe New Oifeans, LA 
8 Morgan Jr. WR 6-200 So. __ New Orleans,LA4~Grant Jordan“ LB 6-208 Fr ~~ Omaha 
Pelzer WR 5-11 185 So. Bellevue : —— 
37" Noah Lazaro 1B 6-2 225 Fr. Lincoln 
15_De EIWR 5-9 185 Jr. a: 3 Marcus 186-1 235 Jr. North Potomac, MD 
48 WR 6-1 195 sr. Te Mars, 15 Wena Rey 1B 5-11 240 St. Kansas City, MO 
a 
. 230 r. 
= a. =o: i nol 
ordan y to 57 Fr. 
3 Keyan Williams WR 5-10 195 So. New Orleans, LA 5 
31 Conor Young WR 6-2 170 Fr. ~ Cozad 


ht Ends ‘ metown B5 q 
11 Cethan Ca . leans, LA 3 
ton egw 1 mF ea 3 
ft 230 Fr. z 
aT TE 62 250 Sr. Lincoln” 3 
5 Tyie © ee 35 Nate Cony 62 HAO Sr. 
88 r 64 Ir. h 
‘ier Hoppes IE 65 25d Norfolk 29 Nolan Graham Bit 200 So, Fi 
41_ Luke MoNitt TE 6-2 240 Jr. Jooraey 2i_ Charles Jackson 5-11 180 Sr. Spring, TX” 
Matt TE 65 255 Fr. San Ramon, : en = = es 
f, Lone Tree, CO Jones fe jacksonville, FL 
5 ae ee 1 Boaz 61190 J Weston, FL 
Offensive Linemen Pos. HL Wt Yr. 61 150 Jr. ‘Houston, TX” 
74_ Jal sone ee 63 205. Fr. ~__ Seward 
61 an Bi 6-5 60 80 Fr Papillion 
Ot Ol 6-5 305 So. 60 150 So. ~ Oma 
79 Michael Decker OL 6-4 285 Fr. 6-0 190” Fr. 
63. Tanner Farmer OL 6-8 295 So. 6-2 220 So. Memphis, TN 
71_ Matt Famiok Oo 66 30 Fr. Si 175 Fr Omaha 
67 _ Jerald Foster ol 6-3 310 So. 62" 190 Fr Longmont, CO 
51 Ryan OL 65 315 So. 5-11 185 So. Atlanta, GA 
68 , Ol 6-5 290 So. eT sr. Shreveport, LA 
56 Lisbon Sapir OL 66 300 Fr. 540 195 Sr. 
73_ Sam Ol 6-7 300 Sr. 7 
72_ Zach Hannon O65 315 Je. 
76 Dwayne Johnson Jr. OL 6-6 300 Jr. 
77_ David Knevel Ol 6-9 315 or. 
ce OL 65 300 Sr. 
50 John Ol 64 275 Fr. 
55 Paul Thurston OL 65 300 Sr. 
66_ Dylan Utter 0L &1 2s Sr. 
Whitaker 295 Sr. 
oa 


TD Long Avg/G 


PASSING TArmstrong Jt. 12 128.6 222 402 16 552 3030 22 55 2525 
R. Fyfe 2 140.8 34 O55 5 618 440 5 52 220.0 
Name GP No. Yards Avg TD Long Avg/G 
J.Westerkamp 13 65 918 141 7 38 = 70.6 
RECEIVING B. Reilly 13 40 754 189 4 52 «58.0 
S. Morgan Jr. 13 25 304 12.2 3 33 23.4 
Name GP Att. Gain Loss Net Avg TD Long Avg/G 
RUSHING T. Newby 13 147 786 «621 «(765 §.2 6 69 58.8 
1. Crossni 12 112 477 26 «(451 4.0 6 38 «(37.6 
T.Armstrong Jr. 12 98 563 163 400 41 7 32 33.3 
Tackles: N. Gerry 79, J. Kaly 75, B. Cockrell 70 
DEF. LEADERS Tackles for loss: R. Dzuris 9, J. Banderas 7, M. Collins 7, G. McMullen 7, F. Akinmoladun 7 


Sacks: F. Akinmoladun 4.5, G. McMullen 4, V. Valentine 3 
Interceptions: N. Gerry 4, J. Kalu 3, C. Jones 2 
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Fa = 5 ORTS CORNHUSKERS RECRUITING 2016 


Lamar Jackson 


| 5 safety, Jackson is a complete player in the secondary 
that could line up at corner, nickel or safety. The Elk 
Grove (Calif.) Franklin standout also played quarterback 
on the prep level and brings great size to the defensive 
backfield at 6-foot-3, 195-pounds. 


Derrion Grim 


' son where he caught 96 passes for 1,928 yards and 
34 touchdowns, finishing with 37 scores overall. 


_ Marquet Dismuke 

_ Another talented recruit joining the Nebraska second- 
| ary, the four-star safety from Calabasas (Calif.) High 
had 66 tackles, 11 pass breakups and four intercep- 
tions as a senior. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


Hometown School 


Quayshon Alexander LB 6-3 235 OO0 Prospect Park, NJDe Paul Catholic 
247Sports Composite rated No. 29 weakside defensive end nationally and No. 12 player in 
New Jersey... As a senior, had 45 tackles, including nine tackles for loss, and five quarter- 
back sacks... Helped team to state champtionship... Had 75 tackles (49 solo), including 
17 tackles for loss, and 19.5 quarterback sacks as a junior. 


Dicaprio Bootle DB 5-10 180 GO0 Miami, FL Southridge 
Helped team to two consecutive state playoffs in 2014 and 2015... Had 64 tackles, two 
interceptions, three fumbles caused and two fumbles recovered as a senior. 


Bryan Brokop OL 65 275 G09 New Lenox, IL Lincoln Way West 
Ranked No. 35 offensive tackle nationally and No. 10 player in Illinois by 247Sports 
Composite... Two-time All-State... Helped team to 11-3 record and state championship 
game. 


Tre Bryant RB 5-11 200 900 SL Louis, MO Christian Brothers 
247Sports Composite rated No. 36 running back nationally and No. 7 player in Missouri... 
Class Player of the Year... As a senior, had 1,331 yards rushing and 30 touchdowns... Had 
287 yards receiving and two touchdowns... Had 1,072 yards rushing and 21 touchdowns as 
a junior. 


Tony Butler DB 6-219 O00 Cleveland Heights, OH SL Edward 
Ranked No. 51 cornerback nationally by 247Sports Composite... All-State... Helped team to 
14-1 record and state championship as a senior... Had 42 tackles, four interceptions and 
more than 20 passes broken up. 


Marque! Dismuke DB 6-2 180 OO00  Calabasas,CA Calabasas 
247Sports Composite rated No. 9 safety nationally and No. 37 player in California... As a 


senior, had 66 tackles, including two tackles for loss, one quarterback sack, and four inter- 
ceptions, returning one 67 yards. 


JoJo Domann DB 61205 800 Colorado Springs, CO Pine Creek 
Ranked No. 36 athlete nationally and No. 2 player in Colorado by 247Sports Composite... 
All-State... Had 404 yards rushing and 11 touchdowns as a senior... Had 33 receptions for 
674 yards and nine touchdowns. .. Had 34 tackles, including 4.5 tackles for loss... Averaged 
43 yards per point... Made 34 of 37 extra point attempts and three field goals. 


David Engelhaupt TE 6-3 230 O06 Nortolk Norfolk Catholic 
247Sports Composite rated No. 93 weakside defensive end nationally and No. 7 player in 
Nebraska... As a senior, had 1,465 yards rushing and 30 touchdowns on 177 carries... Had 
20 receptions for 308 yards and four touchdowns... Averaged 39.5 yards per punt. 


Matt Famiok OL 66 30 Oo000 Sioux Falls, SD Washington 
Ranked No. 24 offensive tackle nationally and No. 1 player in South Dakota by 247Sports 
Composite... Parade All-American... South Dakota Gatorade Player of the Year... Played in 
U.S. Army All-American Game... Helped team to state championship in 2015... Helped 
offense produce more than 4,500 yards total offense as a senior. 


Derrion Grim WR 6019 O06 Stockton, CA Ronald E. McNair 
247Sports Composite rated No. 76 player in California... Parade All-American... As a senior, 
had 96 receptions for 1,928 yards and 34 touchdowns... Had 35 receptions for 637 yards 
and 10 touchdowns as a junior. 


Lamar Jackson DB 63195 ®000 Elk Grove, CA Franklin 
Ranked No. 5 safety nationally and No. 13 player in California by 247Sports Composite. .. Played 
in Under Armour All-American Game. .. Had 544 yards passing and four touchdowns as a senior... 
Had 664 yards rushing and nine touchdowns, including one for 97 yards... Had 28 tackles, 


Ranked by the 247Sports Composite as the nation’s No. 


The receiver from Stockton (Calif.) McNair enrolled early 
, coming off a ridiculous and record-breaking senior sea- 


J.D. Spielman 

In a class full of skill players, the receiver from Eden 
Prairie will be an exciting playmaker for the Huskers. 
Small in stature but certainly not on production, 
Spielman will be excellent at receiver and as a return 
man in Lincoln. Averaged over 10 yards per carry and 
scored 21 total touchdowns as a senior at Eden 
Prairie (Minn.) High. 


SLEEPER 


Priorities for Nebraska in 2017 begin with help across the defensive front, 
both at end and tackle, and offensive tackle. A dynamic player at tight end 
is also needed as Mike Riley and his staff aim to get the roster where they 
want it. Mike Riley and staff will also be looking for playmakers at running 
back and wide receiver. 


2017 NEEDS 


— By Steve Wiltfong 


Commitiments 


‘2<47sror7=COMPOSITE 
0 5 16 0 


Average Stars 


Total Stars 


National Rank: 25 B10:5 


Pos, HL WL Stars Hometown School 


1B 6-2 28 800 New Orleans, LA Warren Easton 
247Sports Composite rated No. 65 outside linebacker nationally... USA Today All-State... As 
a senior, had 108 tackles, including 14 tackles for loss, four fumbles caused, two fumbles 
recovered and one interception... Had 115 tackles, including 13 tackles for loss, five fumbles 
caused, two fumbles recovered and one interception as a junior. 


Caleb PKIP 6-3 ooo Washougal, WA Camas 
Ranked No. 6 punter nationally and No. 18 player in Washington by 247Sports Composite... 
Averaged 45 yards per punt as a senior... As a junior, made 97 percent of extra point 
attempts and 4 of 5 field goals attempted. 


Collin Miller DL 63 235 O00 Fishers, IN Hamilton Southeastem 
247Sports Composite rated No. 12 player in Indiana... All-State... Helped team to state 
playoffs in 2015... As a senior, had 110 tackles (68 solo), including 25 tackles for loss, 
11 quarterback sacks, four fumbles caused and two fumbles recovered... Had 66 
tackles, including 10 tackles for loss, five quarterback sacks and three fumbles caused, 
as a junior. 


Patrick O'Brien QB 6-4 230 ©@OO San Juan Capistrano, CA San Juan Hills 
247Sports Composite rated No. 11 quarterback nationally and No. 27 player in California... 
Had 2,895 yards passing and 32 touchdowns as a senior... Had 626 yards rushing and eight 
touchdowns... As a junior, had 2,093 yards passing and 12 touchdowns... Had 640 yards 
rushing and 13 touchdowns. 


John Raridon OL 64275 9000 West Des Moines, 1A Valley 
Ranked No. 5 offensive guard nationally and No. 1 player in lowa by 247Sports Composite. .. 
Played in U.S. Army All-American Game... Three-time Des Moines Register All-State. 


Greg Simmons 1B 62240 O00 Fort Pierce, FL Fort Pierce Central 
247Sports Composite rated No, 31 inside linebacker nationally... As a senior, had 139 tack- 
les, including 26 tackles for loss, 10 quarterback sacks, five fumbles caused and one inter- 
ception... Had 90 tackles, 10 quarterback sacks and one interception as a junior. 


J.D. Spielman WR 59 180 O00 Eden Prairie, MN  —- Eden Prairie 
Ranked No. 29 athlete nationally and No. 3 player in Minnesota by 247Sports Composite... 
Minnesota Gatorade Player of the Year... Had 1,259 yards rushing and 19 touchdowns as a 
senior... Had 151 yards receiving and two touchdowns... Had more than 100 tackles, and 
two interceptions returned for touchdowns. 


Ben Stille DL 65 20 000 Ashland Ashland-Greenwood 
247Sports Composite rated No. 32 strongside defensive end nationally and No. 3 player in 
Nebraska... USA Today Nebraska Defensive Player of the Year... As a senior, had 79 
tackles (46 solo), including 17 tackles for loss, and nine quarterback sacks... Had 26 
receptions for 415 yards and five touchdowns... Made 46 of 49 extra point attempts and 
three field goals. 


Jack Stoll TE 6-4 600 Lone Tree, CO Regis Jesuit 
Ranked No. 41 tight end nationally and No. 4 player in Colorado by 247Sports Composite... 
Had 32 receptions for 434 yards and six touchdowns as a senior... As a junior, had 19 recep- 
tions for 176 yards and four touchdowns. 


Boe Wilson OL 63 285 G00 


Lee's Summit, MO Lee's Summit West 
247Sports Composite rated No. 8 player in Missouri... Played in Under Armour All-American 
game... USA Today All-State... As a senior, helped team average almost 375 yards total 
offense per game. 


LL ———E——E—E—E—E—E—E—E—_—_____________ 
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on’t expect safety Nate Gerry to back 
off, even after what happened in the 
final two games of his junior season. 

Gerry was ejected after targeting calls 
against lowa in the regular-season finale 
and vs. UCLA in the Foster Farms Bowl, 
the latter of which drew heavy reaction 
because Gerry seemed to do nothing more 
than make a great play behind the line of 
scrimmage on tailback Paul Perkins. 

Gerry has vowed not to dial back on any 
of that aggressiveness, nor would Nebraska 
want him to do so. 

The Husker defense will need the 6-2, 
210-pound senior flying around and mak- 
ing plays. His contributions have been good 
enough the last two seasons for Gerry to be 
named second-team All-Big Ten as a soph- 
omore and third team as a junior. 

The numbers have piled up since Gerry 
moved to safety after being thrust into ac- 
tion at weakside linebacker as a true fresh- 
man. He had 88 tackles (seven for losses), 
five interceptions and two forced fumbles 
in 2014. He followed with a team-high 79 
tackles and four interceptions last season. 

There were times of hesitancy a year 
ago, with Gerry among the NU defenders 
struggling in the transition to a new system. 
That negated some of the sprinter’s speed 
and natural! football instincts that he relies 
on so much. 

“| think he’s the type of player that when 
he knows, obviously, he’s that much better,” 
defensive coordinator Mark Banker said. 

Gerry hopes that is the case for the entire 
defense; he said the overall understanding 
of the scheme was better for the Blackshirts 
coming out of spring practice. Especially in 
comparison to the year before. 

“The difference from last year is night 
and day,” he said. “Last year, we were still 
trying to learn level one of the defense and 
the fundamentals. Communication has 
helped us a lot, and that’s one of the rea- 
sons we were up and down last fall.” 

The secondary doesn’t have to go far to 
measure its progress. It gets tested daily 
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wideouts. 


see anyone better.” 


: LB DEDRICK YOUNG 
? Young enrolled in January / 
: 2015, started 11 games 
: and set the Husker 
? record for most tackles 
? bya true freshman (61). 
: ... Young and nickel back 
: Aaron Williams became the first Nebraska true 


OT KHALIL DAVIS 
: Davis is 25 pounds 
: heavier and reshaped 
: physically after a red- 
by Jordan Westerkamp, Alonzo Moore, : 
Brandon Reilly and the rest of the Husker : 
lost four defensive tackles 
“The receivers are going to be one of the : 
best groups in the Big Ten as a unit, and : 
that’s great for us to compete against and : 
evaluate how we are as a core unit,” Gerry : 
said. “It's nice going up against guys like : 
that because sometimes we're not going to 


BEST AND BRIGHTEST 


: OB TOMMY ARMSTRONG JR. 
? Armstrong could leave 

? as the Huskers’ career 

? leader in passing and 

? total offense, but he is 

? down to his last chance 
? at bringing home some 
> kind of championship. ... 
: He is the only active FBS quarterback with 

: more than 6,500 yards passing and 1,000 

; yards rushing. ... Armstrong joins Tommie 

: Frazier, Eric Crouch and Taylor Martinez as 

? NU quarterbacks to start games in four con- 

: secutive seasons (33 total). ... Had 10 or more 
: rushing attempts in just three games last sea- 
son, compared to 10 in 2014. 


freshmen to start in a season-opening game 


: since Ralph Brown in 1996. ... Young has 
? a good nose for the ball and puts his sturdy 


frame to go use when he gets there. 


shirt year. He will be 
key because Nebraska 


from a year ago. ... Davis finished spring prac- 
tice with the No. 1 defense. ... The 2015 four- 
star recruit out of Kansas City ran a 4.63 
40-yard dash and posted a 33-inch vertical 
jump at the U.S. Army National Combine. ... 
Davis and twin brother Carlos competed in the 


: throws for NU’s track and field team in the 
: offseason. 


2 Photos courtesy of Nebraska Athletics. 
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OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mick McCall 


NORTHWESTERN 


WILDCATS 


For more coverage of the Wildcats, visit northwestern.247Sports.com 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mike Hankwitz 


STADIUM: Ryan Field: 47,130 


IMPROVED NU SHOOTS FOR DOUBLE-DIGIT WINS AGAIN 


orthwestern righted its ship in 2015. 
N After two straight 5-7 and bowl- 

less seasons, the Wildcats exceeded 
just about everyone's expectations by finish- 
ing 10-2 overall, 6-2 in the Big Ten, and earn- 
ing a berth in the Outback Bowl. 

The Wildcats began the year with a stun- 
ning 16-6 win over Stanford and went on to 
post six victories over bowl teams on their 
way to double-digit wins for just the fourth 
time in school history. 

Still, Northwestern wasn’t as close to being 
elite as its record might indicate. 

The Wildcats’ three losses — to Michigan, 
Iowa and Tennessee — were by a combined 
score of 145-16. 

They had a strong running game, led by star 
tailback Justin Jackson, and a championship- 
level defense. They also made enough key spe- 
cial teams plays here and there to give them 
an edge in close games. Their Achilles’ heel, 
however, was a passing game that was as flat 
as an opened, week-old bottle of champagne. 

Northwestern averaged just 138.5 pass- 
ing yards per game in 2015, worst in the Big 
Ten and 119th nationally. The Wildcats were 
piloted by redshirt freshman quarterback 
Clayton Thorson, who was tentative and at 
times struggled with accuracy — hallmarks of 
many first-time starters. 

Thorson (6-4, 220) has all the tools and will 
undoubtedly improve with experience. The 
Wildcats’ real problems are at wide receiver. 

Northwestern’s wideouts consistently 
failed to gain separation against even man-to- 
man coverage last season, limiting Thorson’s 
throwing options and allowing defenses to 
cheat their safeties toward run support. The 
result was an offense that scored just 19.5 
points per game and twice produced fewer 
than 100 yards passing. 

The pop-gun passing game bottomed out 
in the 45-6 loss to Tennessee in the Outback 
Bowl, where the Wildcats generated 105 
yards through the air, while giving up 151 on 
four sacks and four interception returns. 

That’s why coach Pat Fitzgerald decided 
this spring to move three players — corner- 
back Marcus McShepard, safety Steven Reese 
and running back Solomon Vault — to wide 
receiver to build what he called “competitive 


depth.” 

The defense and running game figure to 
once again lead the way for the Wildcats. If 
the passing game can get off the canvas and 
start punching its own weight, Northwestern 
could make some noise in the Big Ten West. 


OFFENSE 


Northwestern’s biggest loss offensively is 
superback Dan Vitale, who led the Wildcats in 
catches, receiving yards and receiving touch- 
downs a season ago. Other than that, they lose 
one starting lineman and three wideouts from 
a corps that underachieved badly. 

The offense will once again rely on star 
tailback Justin Jackson and the ground game 
to do the heavy lifting. Jackson is known 
around campus as “Justin Jackson the ball 
carrier,” for the phrase fans hear so often on 
the Ryan Field PA system. 

He earned that moniker by carrying the ball 
312 times last season, more than all but two 
backs in the nation. If anything, the Wildcats 
would like to lighten the load on the player 
who rushed for 1,418 yards last season. 

Jackson will run behind a line that returns 
three starters, who often were able to open 
holes in defenses focused on stopping Jack- 
son. Blake Hance, who started seven games 
as a redshirt freshman, is a star on the rise. 

Quarterback Clayton Thorson, a 50.8 
percent passer last season, spent the winter 
working on his mechanics; coordinator Mick 
McCall was happy with the results during 
spring practice. 

“He's really done a great job of being more 
accurate with the ball,” McCall said after the 
final session of the spring. “He wasn’t as ac- 
curate as he needed to be a year ago, and he 
needed to be more consistent with his fun- 
damentals.” 

The question mark is once again the wide 
receiver unit. 

Austin Carr, a former walk-on, is the lead- 
ing returning pass catcher. Marcus McShepard 
and Solomon Vault, two players who moved 
from other positions this spring, might very 
well start in the fall. 

The Wildcats will have to rely on those 
three, plus a mix of unproven veterans (An- 
drew Scanlan and Macan Wilson), sopho- 


SCHEDULE 


'15 Record 


Date Opponent 


Sept.3 WESTERN MICHIGAN 8-5 
Sept. 10 ILLINOIS STATE 10-3 
Sept. 17 DUKE 8-5 
Sept. 24 NEBRASKA 6-7 
Oct. 1 at lowa 12-2 
Oct. 15 at Michigan State 12-2 
Oct. 22 INDIANA 6-7 
Oct. 29 at Ohio State 12-1 
Nov. 5 WISCONSIN 10-3 
Nov. 12 at Purdue 2-10 
Nov. 19 at Minnesota 6-7 
Nov. 26 ILLINOIS 5-7 


RESULTS 


W STANFORD 16-6 
W EASTERN ILLINOIS 41-0 
Ww at Duke 19-10 
WwW BALL STATE 24-19 
Ww MINNESOTA 27-0 
L at Michigan 0-38 
L IOWA 10-40 
W at Nebraska 30-28 
W PENN STATE 23-21 
Ww PURDUE 21-14 
Ww at Wisconsin 13-7 
W vs. Illinois (Chicago, IL) 24-14 
Outback Bowl 
L vs. Tennessee 6-45 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 
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AT A GLANCE § 


LOCATION: 

Evanston, Ill. 

2015: 

10-3 overall, 6-2 Big Ten (T-2nd, West) 
COACH: 

Pat Fitzgerald — At Northwestern and 

overall: 70-56, 10 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 

13; 5 offense, 6 defense, kicker, punter 
PLAYERS 10 WATCH: 


QB Clayton Thorson, RB Justin 
Jackson, WR/KR Solomon Vault, 

DE Ifeadi Odenigbo, LB Anthony Walker, 
CB Matthew Harris, S Godwin 
Igwebuike 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 


The defense should once again be 
salty. It will be especially strong 
through the middle, where Walker will 
play behind a rotation of four well-sea- 
soned defensive tackles. The offensive 
line returns three starters, leading the 
way for Jackson and the ground game 
to have another big year. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 


The wide receivers have to be more 
productive, especially against man 
coverage, after two-straight disap- 
pointing seasons. Thorson, too, has to 
be more decisive and accurate with his 
throws. Defensively, the trouble spot is 
defensive end, where the Wildcats 
replace both starters. 


KEY LOSSES: 

SB Dan Vitale, WR Christian Jones, 
OG Matt Frazier, DE Dean Lowry, 
DE Deonte Gibson, LB Drew Smith, 
CB Nick VanHoose, S Traveon Henry 


OVERVIEW: 


The Wildcats exceeded expectations last 
season, winning 10 regular-season 
games for the first time in 20 years. 
Overall, they should be a more balanced 
team in 2016. Still, the Wildcats have 
little margin of error and will be hard- 
pressed to duplicate their win total from 
a season ago because of a schedule 
that includes that includes road games 
at lowa, Michigan State and Ohio State. 


KEY NUMBER: 


5 The number of Northwestern wins in 
one-score games last season. The 
Wildcats went 5-0 in games decided 
by seven-or-fewer points. 


Clayton Thorson 


mores coming off season-ending injuries 
(Flynn Nagel and Jelani Roberts), and red- 
shirt freshmen (Charlie Fessler and Cam- 
eron Green). 

The loss of Vitale will be mitigated by the 
continued emergence of Garrett Dickerson 
as a pass catcher and the return of Jayme 
Taylor, who missed the 2015 season with 
an ankle injury. He had been considered 
the heir apparent in the hybrid superback 
role after a promising redshirt freshman 
campaign. 

Northwestern could certainly use more 
explosion plays. The Wildcats averaged a 
Big Ten-worst 4.5 yards per play in 2015, 
forcing them to go on long, multiple- 
play drives that often bogged down. The 
Wildcats need to rip off yardage in bigger 
chunks to get their offense back in gear. 


DEFENSE 


Northwestern's defense was dominant 
at times last season, but didn’t get much 
help. The Wildcats biggest flaw on defense 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS STARTER 
Clayton Thorson* 
Justin Jackson* 
Solomon Vault 
Marcus McShepard 
Austin Carr 
Garrett Dickerson 
Blake Hance* 
lan Park* 

Brad North 
Connor Mahoney 
Eric Olson* 
Jack Mitchell* 


COMMENT 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


Needs to improve 50.9% accuracy and TD-to-INT ratio (7-9). 
1,418 rushing yards in 2015 is Sth-best total in school history. 
Speedster moved from RB; should make an instant impact. 
Excellent athlete impressed in spring after moving from CB. 
Former walk-on is team’s returning leader in receiving yards. 
Looking to become a bigger receiving weapon in offense. 
Started seven games as a redshirt freshman in 2015. 
Versatile veteran has started games at quard and center. 
Part-time starter needs to step up and make the position his. 
Former DT started five games at guard in his first year on OL. Andrew Otterman, Fr. 
Will have to hold off a charge from converted DT Oxley. 
Had up-and-down 2015; beat Penn State with late FG. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Matt Alviti, Jr. 

Warren Long, Sr. 
Flynn Nagel, So. 
Charlie Fessler, Fr. 
Cameron Green, Fr. 
Jayme Taylor, So. 
Tommy Doles, So. 
Shane Mertz, Sr. 

J.B. Butler, So. 


Ben Oxley, So. 
Mason Weissenhofer, Fr. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER YR. 
DE _Ifeadi Odenigbo Sr. 
DT ‘Tyler Lancaster* Jr. 
OT ‘C.J. Robbins* Sr. 
DE —_ Xavier Washington Jt. 
LB Jaylen Prater* Sr. 
LB. Anthony Walker* Jr. 
LB Nate Hall So. 
CB Matthew Harris* Sr. 
CB Keith Watkins II Je. 
Ny Godwin Igwebuike* Jr. 
$ Kyle Queiro Jt. 
P Hunter Niswander* Jr. 
*Returning Starter in Bold 


COMMENT 


was that they sometimes wore down be- 
cause of the offense’s inability to extend 
possessions, leaving them on the field for 
far too long. 

Northwestern’s strength will be up the 
middle. 

The Wildcats return depth and experi- 
ence at defensive tackle, with a formidable 
foursome of Tyler Lancaster, C.J. Robbins, 
Jordan Thompson and Greg Kuhar ready to 
resume their roles in a four-deep rotation 
that defensive line coach Marty Long will 
leverage to its fullest extent. 

Middle linebacker Anthony Walker is 
a first-team All-Big Ten tackling machine 
who plays sideline-to-sideline and will look 
to improve on his league-best 20.5 tackles 
for loss last season. 

Behind Walker are safeties Godwin Igwe- 
buike — one of the best all-around athletes 
and biggest hitters on the team — and Kyle 
Queiro, who played as a nickel back last 
season. He will replace Traveon Henry in 
the starting lineup. 


Athletic pass rusher now has to be an every-down player. 
Talented big man is the rock in the middle of NU's D-Line. 
Granted a sixth year of eligibility; has started 19 games. 
Overlooked two-star recruit has been solid contributor. 
Missed the final four games of 2015 with a knee injury. 
First-team All-Big Ten, making 20.5 TFLs last season. 

Fast player who will likely emerge to lock up starting job. 
Has made 27 starts; NU comfortable leaving him 1-on-1. 
Aggressive, physical; looked good starting final two games of 15. 
No. 2 tackler in 2015; may be team’s best all-around athlete. Jared McGee, So. 
Ready to be a starter after breaking arm in Game 4 last year. Parrker Westphal, So. 
Directional punts effective, but could boost his 38-yard avg. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Joe Gaziano, Fr. 
Jordan Thompson, So. 
Greg Kuhar, Sr. 

Trent Goens, Fr. 
Tommy Vitale, So. 
Cameron Queiro, So. 
Joseph Jones, Sr. 
Trae Williams, Fr. 
Montre Hartage, So. 


Matt Micucci, Sr. 


At cornerback, the loss of four-year start- 
er Nick VanHoose might not be as devas- 
tating as some would think. Keith Watkins 
II is an aggressive, physical corner who 
got considerable playing time last season 
and looked ready for prime time when he 
started for the injured VanHoose in the 
Outback Bowl. 

The other side is locked down by Mat- 
thew Harris, a senior entering his third 
year as the starter. He is one of the Wild- 
cats’ stars. 

Drew Smith is gone, but the speedy Nate 
Hall looks ready assume his starting outside 
linebacker spot. 

That leaves one spot as a concern: defen- 
sive end. 

The Wildcats lost starters Dean Lowry 
and Deonte Gibson to the NFL and will 
replace them with Ifeadi Odenigbo and 
Xavier Washington. Both have racked up 
considerable playing time in their careers, 
but they have yet to prove they can be 
every-down players. 


CC eee ————— 
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Anthony Walker, LB, Redshirt Junior (6-1, 235, 4.63) 


NDS Rank: No. 2 ILB in class of 2018 


NDS Rank: No. 9 FS in class of 2018 


TOP 3 NFL PROSPECTS 


NDS Rank: No. 18 DT in class of 2017 


When watching the Wildcats’ defense, you would swear there are two or three No. 18 jerseys 
out there because Walker seems to always be around the football due to his range and ball- 
hawking instincts. The Miami native put his name on the NFL radar in 2015 with an All- 
American season, posting 122 tackles, 20.5 tackles for loss, four sacks and one interception. 


Godwin Igwebuike, FS, Redshirt Junior (6-0, 200, 4.57) 


After a part-time role as a freshman, Igwebuike secured his status as one of Northwestern’s 
top defensive players as a sophomore, finishing the 2015 season second on the team with 
87 tackles. He has the speed to cover both sidelines and isn’t afraid to attack downhill, low- 
ering his shoulder and driving through his targets. 


Greg Kuhar, DT, Redshirt Senior (6-3, 305, 5.02) 


A former nationally-ranked wrestler in high school, Kuhar showed steady improvement in 
2014, starting the first 10 games before an ACL injury put him on the shelf. He returned last 
season as a back-up, but with Dean Lowry no longer on the defensive line, the Wildcats, and 
scouts, are hoping for big things from Kuhar in 2016. 


— Dane Brugler, NFLDraftScout.com 


“No. 1, they don’t have a choice. They 
have to be able to (play all four downs),” 
Fitzgerald said. 

The spotlight will especially be on 
Odenigbo, who was the highest-ranked 
recruit of the Fitzgerald era. The redshirt 
senior has been a part-time, pass-rushing 
specialist throughout his career, but now 
he also will have to hold the edge against 
the run on first and second downs. 

Behind Odenigbo and Washington are 
redshirt freshmen Joe Gaziano and Trent 
Goens. Expect Robbins to slide over from 
defensive tackle on occasion to give the 
Wildcats more experience and heft at end. 

Northwestern’s defense will focus on tak- 
ing the ball away more often in 2016, The 
Wildcats generated 21 turnovers last sea- 
son, a middle-of-the-pack total in the Big 
Ten. Fitzgerald’s struggling offense could 
use more momentum swings and short 
fields to jump-start its attack. 


2013 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 26.2 83 
Rushing 172.4 62 Rushing 
Passing 227.2 69 Passing 
Total 399.6 73 Total 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 


DEFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 27.1 68 
Rushing 167.3 68 Rushing 
Passing 256.2 99 Passing 
Total 423.5 88 Total 


Scoring 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 
: +0.3 4) +4 
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2014 RANKINGS 


PER GAME 
23.0 T-98 
136.6 100 
216.5 76 
353.1 104 


DEFENSE PERGAME RANK 
25.2 47 
169.9 70 
214.3 42 s 
384.3 53 Total 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
+ 0,33 40 +1 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The Wildcats didn’t have the great- 
est numbers last year, but their kick and 
punt coverage were strong and they made 
big plays at opportune times — Solomon 
Vault's 98-yard kickoff return that essen- 
tially beat Duke being a prime example. 

Kicker Jack Mitchell is back after an in- 
consistent 2015. He was just 2 of 7 on field 
goal attempts from 40 to 49 yards and 18 
of 27 overall, but he made them when they 
counted most. To wit: He made just one 
of three field goal attempts against Penn 
State, but his make was the game-winning 
35-yarder with nine seconds left. 

Punter Hunter Niswander averaged just 
38.0 yards per punt with his directional, 
rugby-style punts. But opponents managed 
only 2.0 yards per return, giving NU a solid 
net punting average of 37.7 yards. 

Vault returned two_ kickoffs for 


2015 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 19.5 114 
Rushing 188.5. 42 
Passing 138.5 119 
Total 327.1 115 


RANK 


DEFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 18.6 12 
126:2 21 
192.8 23 
318.9 13 
RANK TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 
+ 0.08 T-61 


= 


Godwin Igwebuike 


touchdowns last season and _ remains 


a bona fide home-run hitter. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The good news is that the Wildcats no 
longer have to play Michigan in their Big 
Ten slate. The bad news is that they picked 
up crossover games against Michigan State 
and Ohio State this season. 

It’s critical for the Wildcats to come out of 
the gate strong: their first four games are all 
winnable, at home — against Western Michi- 
gan, Illinois State, Duke and Nebraska. Cer- 
tainly, those last two matchups are “swing” 
games that will help define the season. 

After that comes a brutal four-game stretch 
that features three road games — at Iowa, 
Michigan State and Ohio State — against 
teams that combined to go 36-S last season. 

From there, NU finishes with home 
games against Wisconsin and Illinois sand- 
wiched around road trips to Purdue and 
Minnesota. Northwestern beat all four of 
those teams last year. 

Northwestern may very well be a better 
team in 2016, but winning 10 games again 
could be a stretch. 

— Louie Vaccher 
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NOTEBOOK 


Feri gets the same number of hours each 


day. It’s just that Northwestern’s Tom Hruby 

makes more of them than most people. 
College football players have notoriously busy 
schedules, but they are nothing when compared 
to Hruby’s. Consider the many hats the 32-year-old 
walk-on wears. 

He is a Navy SEAL instructor at Naval Station 
Great Lakes. He is a married father of four. He is 
a full-time student studying psychology at North- 
western. Oh, and he plays for the football team, too. 

And you think you’ve had some long days? 

True to his nature, Hruby doesn’t play just one 
position for the Wildcats, either. He’s played line- 
backer, defensive end, fullback, tight end and spe- 
Cial teams. And there’s no better person to lead the 
team onto the field holding the American flag aloft 
than Hruby, who served tours in Iraq and Afghani- 
stan as a Navy SEAL. 

“He’s an inspiration to all of us,” said coach 
Pat Fitzgerald. 

Northwestern opened eyes by posting 10 wins 
in 2015 — and the Wildcats also put up impressive 
numbers in the classroom after the season. 

Northwestern’s football team earned a re- 
cord 3.24 team cumulative grade-point average 
during the winter quarter. A total of 80 Wildcats 
earned a GPA of 3.0 or better, and eight of them 
boasted a perfect 4.0. 

It marked the 17th consecutive quarter in which 
at least 50 football players eclipsed a 3.0. 

“Following a 10-win season on the football field, 
this academic year has been a statement of what 
our program is all about,” Fitzgerald said. “The 
Credit for that goes to our student-athletes and their 
relentless pursuit of excellence.” 

The Wildcat program earned a sterling 97 per- 
cent Graduate Success Rate for the fourth straight 
year and scored a 992 Academic Progress Rate, tied 
for second nationally among FBS programs. 

¢ If you’re watching Northwestern this year, keep 
your eyes on No. 18 — and that holds true whether 
the offense or defense is on the field. Quarterback 
Clayton Thorson, who leads the offense, and mid- 
dle linebacker Anthony Walker, the quarterback of 
the defense, both wear the number. 


OUTSIDER'S VIEW 


“When you think of Northwestern football, you think 
of Pat Fitzgerald. That was never clearer than last year, 
after a disappointing 5-7 season in 2014. Coach Fitz 
stayed the course, even though he had a lot of sug- 
gestions for changing up some things. He played to his 
strength — his defense — while allowing his offense 
to grow enough to win 10 games. 

“There’s an old expression about how an offense 
slows down for a quarterback as he gains experience. 
Watching Clayton Thorson practice a couple of times 
this spring, it appears that expression can be applied 
to him. Counting on Thorson improving, and with a de- 
fense that will once again be very solid, it will be a sur- 
prise if Northwestern isn’t in the Big Ten West hunt.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 


WILDCATS SPRING ROSTER 


Quarterback Pos. HL Wk Yf, Hometown Defensive Linemen Pos. Ht, ; Hometown 
7 Matt Alviti QB 60 200 J. Park Ridge 94 Tommy Camifax DE 6-4 250 Fr Warren, OH 
10 TJ Green QB 6-2 190 Fr. Leawood, KS 97 Joe Gaziano DL 6-4 255 Fr. Scituate, MA 
17 Daniel Kubiuk QB 61 200 So. Barrington 54 Trent Goens DL 6-3 250 Fr Chino Hills, CA 
18 ClaytonThorson QB 6-4 220 So. Wheaton 93 Greg Kuhar DL 6-3 305 Sr. Concord Township, OH 
14 Lloyd Yates QB 62 195 Fr. Oak Park 67 TylerLancaster DL 6-3 300 Jr. Romeoville 
Running Backs Pos. Ht Wt Yr Hometown 7 Meadi Odenigho DL 6-3 250 Sr Centerville, OH 
12 AustonAnderson RB 5-9 180 So. Plano, TX 44 James Prather DL 6-4 270 So, Memphis, TN 
21 Justin Jackson RB 5-11 190 Jr. Carol Stream 58. Heath Reineke DL 63 245 So. Ashland, OH 
pa aren eg Se eS Union Gity,CA_ 9 ¢.J, Robbins _—~DL_6-5 300 St Peru 
et St.Louis,MO_ 99 Jordan Thompson DL 6-3 275 So, Cincinnati, OH 
Wide Receivers Pos. Ht Wt Yr Hometown 
98 Xavier Washington DL 6-1 235 Jr. Cedar Hill, TX 
25 Corey Acker WR 5-9 170 Jr Ballston Lake, NY eS ee eae 
18: Quion Baker we Bl ion 92 Fred Wyatt DL 6-4 270 So. Lawrence, KS 
= eos ates: Linebackers Pos. Ht Wt Yr. Hometown 
WR 6-4 2 5 Natt 
80 Austin Carr 6-1 195 Sr. Benicia, CA & Fox iB 62 25 Fr Houston, TX 
5 CharlieFessler WR 6-4 205 Fr. Erie, PA 
84 Cameron Green WR 6-3 210 Fr Buffalo Grove Bo? 2) _§ Teleco. OH 
: 35 Tom Hruby 1B 6-3 240 ‘Sr. Crown Point, IN 
26 Chad Hanaoka WR 5-10 170 Jr. Honolulu, Hawaii 
42. Joseph Jones LB G-1 225 St. Plano 
89 Cole Johnson WR 6-1 200 Jr Avon, IN 
‘i saaas an tans = 51 Jaylen Prater 1B 6-0 230 Sr. Hamden, OH 
: _ 53 Cameron Queiro LB 6-1 225 So Verona, NJ 
2 yan Nene Sit 10 _& Roberts 1B 61 215 J Wamego, KS 
23. Steven Reese WR 6-2 190 Fr tea £ ¢ = 
210 Fr. Bren 
; mikes Mais, a0 34 Simba Short LB 6-2 twood, 
82 ; WR 62 215 Sr PA 31 Tommy Vitale LB 6-3 220 . Wheaton 
as Vout WAR £10400. oe MD 18 AnthonyWalker LB 6-1 235 Jr. Miami, FL 
Ie 10 Brett Waish LB 6-1 225) Jr Monrovia, CA 
: Defensive Backs Pos, Ht Wt Yr. Hometown 
47 _ Joe Bergin DB 5-11 190 Fr Bloomfield Hills, Ml 
11 ‘Matthew Harris CB 5-11 180 Sr LaGrange Highlands 
24 MontreHartage DB 6-0 180 So. Cordele, GA 
7 ; 16 Godwin igwebuike S 6-0 200 Jr. Pickerington, OH 
200 Jr 28 Alonzo Mayo OB 5-11 170 Fr Baltimore, MD 
59 305 So. 41. Jared McGee S61 215 So, Mansfield, TX 
79 OL 67 30 Jt 14 Jake Murray OB 6-3 200 Fr. Coppell, TX 
1 OL 6-6 280 So 48 Tommy Odell S 5-11 200 Jr River Forest 
72 OL 65 300 So. 21 Kyle Queiro S 63 200 J. Verona, NJ 
78 OL 6-5 270 Fr. 3 Keith Watkins! CB 5-11 180 Jr, Cincinnati, OH 
68 OL 6-4 290 Sr. 22 Parrker Westphal CB 6-1 190 So. Bolingbrook 
70 OL 6-8 310 Sr. 29° Trae Williams DB 5-11 200 Fr. The Plains, OH 
69 Brad North OL 62 290 Jr Allen, TX Specialists Pos. Ht Wt. Yr. Hometown 
76 Eric Olson OL 66 295 Sr Sudbury, MA 52 Chris Fitzpatrick LS 6-2 235 Sr. Lawrenceburg, KY 
64 Andrew Otterman OL 6-5 295 Fr Morristown, NJ 33° Matt Micucci PK/P 5-11 185 Sr. Lake Zurich 
75 Ben Oxiey OL 6-6 285 So. Avon Lake, OH 7 __ Jack Mitchell PK 6-3 210 Sr. San Diego, CA 
63 lan Park OL 64 305 Sr. Pittsburgh, PA 96 Hunter Niswander P/PK 6-5 235 Jr. Peninsula, OH 
65 JaredThomas OL 6-4 275 Fr Indianapolis, IN 39. Mason Welssenhofer PK 6-2 185 Fr. Planfield 
Name GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Avg/G 
PASSING C.Thorson 13 959 150 295 9 508 1522 7 66 117.0 
Z. Oliver 6 76.8 23 «53 4 44 267 1 37) 44.5 
Name GP No. Yards Avg 1D Long Avg/G 
RECEIVING D. Vitale 13 33-355 (10.7 4 66 27.3 
A. Carr 12 16 302 188 z 48 8925.1 
C. Jones 13 230-234 «10.1 2 20 = 18.0 
jame GP Att. Gain Loss Net Avg TD Long Avg/G 
RUSHING JJackson 13 312 1468 50 1418 45 5 62 109.0 
C.Thorson 13 100 559 162 397 40 5 68 30.5 
W. Long 13 60 338 9 329 55 5 55 25.3 
DEF LEADERS Tackles: A. Walker 122, G. Igwebuike 87, T. Henry 74 


Tackles for loss: A. Walker 20.5, D. Lowry 13.5, D. Gibson 12.5 


Sacks; D. Gibson 9, I. Odenigbo 5, A. Walker 4 
Interceptions: M. Harris 4, N. VanHoose 3, T. Henry 2 


152 Lindy’s Sports Annuals 


www.lindyssports.com 2016 


—" SPORTS. WILDCATS RECRUITING 2016 


Tommy Carinifax 

The lone early enrollee for Northwestern in 2016, 
the 6-foot-4, 250-pound Carnifax will help bolster 

a Wildcats defensive line that lost two big-time guys 
in Dean Lowry and Deonte Gibson to the NFL. 


Jeremy Larkin 

Perhaps the top football player in Ohio last year, 

the 5-10, 175-pound Larkin led Cincinnati (Ohio) 

, LaSalle to back-to-back state championships, racking 
up 3,247 total yards in his senior year, including 2,585 

yards rushing and 42 touchdowns. Will line up at 

running back and in the slot for the Wildcats. 


Roderick Campbell Jr. 

Talented athlete that adds length at 6-0, 180-pounds 
and speed to the Northwestern secondary. A four-year 
starter at St. Louis (Mo.) Chaminade, Campbell had 
63 tackles, 14 pass breakups and four interceptions 
as a senior. 
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HL WE Stars 


Jesse Brown RB 5-11 199 OOO  Lilbum,GA 
247Sports Composite rated No. 27 all-purpose back nationally... Had more than 3,300 
yards rushing and 26 touchdowns. 


Brian Bullock DB 5-11 175 O@© _ Round Rock, TX Round Rock 
anked No. 164 cornerback nationally by 247Sports Composite... Had 81 tackles and three 
interceptions as a senior... Had 184 career tackles and nine interceptions. 


Roderick Campbell DB 6-0 1809 ©O@©  StLouis,MO Chaminade College Prep 
47Sports Composite rated No. 48 cornerback nationally and No. 4 player in Missouri... All- 
ate... As a senior, had 63 tackles, four interceptions, 14 passes broken up and scored two 


Hometown School 


DE 6-4 250 OGG Warren, OH Howland 
247Sports Composite rated No, 29 strongside defensive end nationally and No. 24 player in 
Ohio... Had 57 tackles, including 16 tackles for loss, and five quarterback sacks as a junior. 


Ramaud Chiaokhiao-Bowman WR 6-2 199 ©@© _ Minneapolis, MN Breck School 
Ranked No. 10 player in Minnesota by 247Sports Composite... Three-time All-State... Had 
162 career receptions for 2,517 yards and 24 touchdowns... Had 3,719 career all-purpose 
yards and 30 touchdowns. 


TE 6-4 000 Chicago Loyola Academy 
247Sports Composite rated No. 49 tight end nationally and No. 28 player in Illinois... All- 
State... Helped team to state championship... As a senior, had 29 receptions for 524 yards 
and six touchdowns. 


Patidy Fisher LB 6-3 220 OO6 Katy, ™X Katy 
Ranked No. 45 inside linebacker nationally by 247Sports Composite... All-State... Helped 
‘eam to 2015 state championship... Had 350 career tackles, including 25 tackles for loss, 
eight quarterback sacks and eight fumbles caused. 


Tyler Gillikin lS 63215 oO Atjanta,GA The Westminster School 
All-State... Helped team to state championship in 2015... Had 82 tackles, including 23 
tackles for loss, 6.5 quarterback sacks, five passes broken up and two fumbles caused as a 


dango Glackin LB 6-2 205 OOO Lebanon, 0H IMG Academy 
47Sports Composite rated No. 48 outside linebacker nationally... As a senior, had 58 
ackles, including five tackles for loss, 1.5 quarterback sacks and one fumble recovered in 
seven games. 


LB 6-2 225 ©O@6 _ Reynoldsburg, OH Reynoldsburg 
Ranked No. 55 player in Ohio by 247Sports Composite... Helped team to state playoffs in 
2015... Had 43 tackles, including 12 tackles for loss, and nine quarterback sacks in six 
games as a senior... Had 107 career tackles, including 18 tackles for loss, and 19 quarter- 
back sacks. 


Cam Kolwich OL 6-4 265 OCC BeverlyHills,Ml St Mary's Prep 
Ranked No. 36 offensive guard nationally and No. 20 player in Michigan by 247Sports 
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Riley Lees 

Very under-recruited and had a special senior season 

at Libertyville (IIl.) High in directing his team to the state 
championship game. Lees played quarterback on the 
prep level, but the explosive playmaker moves to receiver 
at Northwestem. Lees rushed for 4,437 yards and 

68 touchdowns and passed for another 2,989 yards 

and 38 scores in his high school career. 


For Pat Fitzgerald and his staff, it’s important to take three to four offensive 
linemen. They'd also like to build on the receivers they've added in the last 
two classes. Linebacker and defensive line are also areas the coaches will 
target on the trail in 2017. Every coach wants one quarterback in each 
cycle. 
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— By Steve Wiltfong 


Commitiments 


Average Stars 


0 Oo 202 


Tolal Stars 64 


National Rank:52 810: 10 


Pos. HL WL Stars School 


Jeremy Larkin RB 5-10 175 O@OC Cincinnati, OH LaSalle 
247Sports Composite rated No. 25 running back nationally and No. 18 player in Ohio... Two- 
ime Division Offensive Player of the Year... Had 5,349 career rushing yards, 6,399 total 
offensive yards, 8,326 all-purpose yards and 95 touchdowns. 


Riley Lees WR 60185 OOO Libertyville Libertyville 
Ranked No. 22 player in Illinois by 247Sports Composite... All-State... Helped team to state 
championship game in 2015... Had 4,437 career rushing yards and 68 touchdowns... Had 

2,989 career passing yards and 38 touchdowns... Had 750 career receiving yards and three} 


Hometown 


OL 6-5 285 ©©© Toronto, Ontario Episcopal, Arlington, VA 


Alex Miller DL 6-3 260 OO© Houston, X Stratford 

Ranked No. 121 defensive tackle nationally by 247Sports Composite... Three-time All- 

District... Had 183 career tackles, including 16 tackles for loss, 11 quarterback sacks, four 
imbles caused and four passes broken up. 


Parker Oliver WR 5-11 1809 OG Dallas, TX Texas Christian Academy 
'wo-time All-State... As a senior, had 715 yards receiving, 578 yards passing and 492 yards 
shing with 16 touchdowns... Had 4,255 career all-purpose yards and 40 touchdowns. 


Jake Sauntiers DT 6-3 275 ©OOC Loveland, OH Loveland 
Ranked No. 56 defensive tackle nationally and No. 38 player in Ohio by 247Sports 


omposite... All-State... Had 150 career tackles and 18 quarterback sacks. 


Bennett Skowronek WR 6-4 205 OO© _ Ft Wayne, IN Homestead 
247Sports Composite rated No. 11 player in Indiana... Had 133 career receptions for 2,181 
yards and 26 touchdowns... Had 52 career tackles, including three tackles for loss, and 

ree interceptions... Returned kickoffs and punts. 


Aidan Smith QB 6-2 200 OOC _ FL Wayne,IN Carroll 
Ranked No. 29 pro-style quarterback nationally and No. 10 player in Indiana by 247Sports 

omposite... All-State... Completed 62 percent of career passes for 3,724 yards and 31 
ouchdowns... Had 1,078 career rushing yards and 18 touchdowns. 


Nik Urban OL 6-3 270 ©OC Willowghby,OH Willoughby South 
247Sports Composite rated No. 37 offensive guard nationally and No. 33 player in Ohio... 
wo-time All-State. 


Gunnar Vogel OL 66 265 OO Columbus, 0H Westerville South 
Ranked No. 92 offensive tackle nationally and No. 47 player in Ohio by 247Sports 

omposite... All-State... As a senior, had 67 knockdown blocks, helping team to more than 
2,100 yards rushing... Had 38 knockdown blocks as a junior. 


DB 601809 @O0 Katy, TX Katy 
247Sports Composite rated No. 102 safety nationally... All-State... Helped team to 
state championship in 2015... Had 300 career tackles, 12 interceptions and 30 passes 
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PLAYER PROFILE : BEST AND BRIGHTEST 


: LB ANTHONY WALKER 

i First-team All-Big Ten 
? selection led the con- 
: ference and was fourth 
: in the nation with 20.5 
: TFLs last season. ... 

? Also led Northwestern 
in tackles (122) and fumble recoveries (three). 
: ... Racked up a season-high 19 tackles in win 
? over Duke. ... A fierce hitter with explosive 

: speed, the 6-1, 235-pounder is the unques- 

? tioned leader of defense. ... Lightly recruited 

: out of Miami (Fla.) Monsignor Pace, 
Northwestern was Walker's only Power 5 

? conference offer. 


campaign to reduce Justin Jackson’s 
carries last September. 

“We need to spread that out a little bit 
more,” Fitzgerald said after Jackson car- 
ried the ball 33 times in a Week 4 win over 
Ball State. 

Fitzgerald repeated that notion through- 
out the season, but Jackson kept lugging 
the rock. He wound up surpassing that 
33-carry total three times as Fitzgerald, his 
passing game sputtering, kept calling Jack- 
son’s number. 

The junior from Carol Stream (Ill.) Glenbard 
North only got stronger as the season wore 
on and the weather got colder. In the final 
two regular-season games, Jackson carried 
the ball an astounding 72 times in wins over 
Wisconsin (35 carries) and Illinois (37), best- 
ing his career-high in each contest. 

He finished the year with 312 carries, 
third-most in the country. 

“| can handle whatever they need me to 
do,” Jackson said. “If that’s 40 carries or if 
that’s 20 carries, it doesn’t matter.” 

Jackson plays like a workhorse, but he 
certainly doesn’t look one. 

Unlike Ezekiel Elliott — the only back to 
rush for more yards than Jackson in the Big 
Ten last season — Jackson isn’t built like a 
Greek statue, and you won't see him show- 
ing off his six-pack with a cutoff dress shirt. 
He’s alean 5-11, 190 pounds — angular and 
almost slight by college football standards. 

He’s not very fast, either. He rarely runs 
away from defenders and he is probably the 
slowest running back on Northwestern’s 
depth chart. 

But Jackson is one of those guys that 
can “make you miss in a phone booth,” 
as Fitzgerald likes to say. He’s elusive and 
slippery, and his most impressive runs are 
often 4-yard gains that should have gone 
for negative yardage. He can also move the 
pile with an impact that belies the dancer's 
body delivering it. 

Jackson’s shoulders may be narrow, 
but they are plenty strong enough to car- 


H ead coach Pat Fitzgerald started his 


*: “3 
AOR THWESTY 
= 


VA ay 


— 
Justin Jackson 


Scott Boehm 


ry Northwestern’s offense. After just two 


2,655 career rushing yards. 


Jackson missed his second straight : 
spring practice while recovering from : 
postseason surgery, but Fitzgerald already : 
knows what he’s going to get from his star : 
tailback. And the coach once again vowed : 


this spring to give Jackson fewer carries in : uses his height and lever- 


Maybe it’s fitting in an election year if i ra oom i ea ogpeneive anes 
that turns out to be a politician's promise, : Will getample opportunity to shine this sea- 


: son as Northwestern is looking for playmakers 
: at the wide receiver position. 


the fall. 


destined to be broken. 


For more coverage visit lindyssports.com/college-foothall/big-ten/northwestern 
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MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


: EMERGING STAR 
: OT JORDAN THOMPSON 


? Pulled off the rare feat 

? of playing defensive line 
in the Big Ten as a true 
: freshman, appearing in 
? every game and starting 
one. ... Led all true Northwestern 

? freshmen in tackles with 15, including four 

: against Michigan. ... Turned down offers from 
: Alabama and Notre Dame, among others, 

: to pick Northwestern out of Cincinnati (Ohio) 
: La Salle High. 


a A ! : TOP NEWCOMER 
years, he ranks fifth in school history with : 


: WR CHARLIE FESSLER 


At 6-4, 205 pounds, 
Fessler provides a big 
target as an outside 
receiver. ... Athletic, 
physical player who 


2 Photos courtesy of Northwestern Athletics. 
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MAC rank: 11 


Record: 3-9 


REDHAWES at a GLANCE 


LOCATION; Oxford, Ohio 

COACH: Chuck Martin — At Miami: 5-19, 2 years; 

overall: 79-26, 8 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: George Barnett, Eric Koehler 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS; Matt Pawlowski, John Hauser 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE; 2010 

LAST BOWL; 2010, GoDaddy.com 

RETURNING STARTERS: 14; 8 offense, 6 defense 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Billy Bahl, RB Alonzo Smith, 
WR Jared Murphy, WR Rokeem Williams, OL Collin 


Buchanan, DE JT Jones, LB Paul Moses, CB Heath Harding, 
S Buchi Okafor 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Another year of experience is always 
a plus for a mostly underclassmen-filled roster. The RedHawks 
have a talented band of receivers and some potentially better 
candidates at running back. Bahl has big upside but must make 
better decisions. The defensive front seven is one of the best in 
the East Division, particularly with Jones on the edge. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: When nearly 80 percent of your 
roster consists of underclassmen, that’s generally not a good 
sign. The O-line is still a massive work in progress, and 
nearly the entire special teams unit — kicker, punter, kick 
returner — is still not set in stone. 


OFFENSE 


Miami ranked next-to-last in nearly every major 
offensive category in the conference last season, but 
the RedHawks’ youth movement is gaining steam. 

Miami coach Chuck Martin, a former offensive coor- 
dinator at Notre Dame, played two freshmen at quarter- 
back, had no real threat at running back and started four 
underclassmen on the offensive line most of last season. 

Martin called the quarterback battle wide open between 
sophomores Billy Bahl and Gus Ragland. Bahl had typi- 
cal ups and downs for a true freshman, passing for 1,409 
yards and eight touchdowns, but tossing 13 interceptions. 
Ragland was slowed by a knee injury in the offseason. 

The RedHawks didn’t have a rusher with more than 
500 yards last season, though Martin believes the current 
crop of runners can help make Miami's offense more two- 
dimensional and avoid third-and-long situations. Alonzo 
Smith is the top returnee after rushing for 498 yards. 

Wide receiver is Miami’s deepest and most talent- 
ed group, with Rokeem Williams, Jared Murphy and 
Chris Hudson all back. At 6-6, 226 pounds, sophomore 
Hudson is a tall and strong receiver poised to be an 
impact player. 

Improvement on the line will come in tiny incre- 
ments, partly because senior right tackle Collin 
Buchanan is the only one with significant experience. 


DEFENSE 

Miami’s defense shined at times but was overlooked 
in a three-win season. The coaches believe they can 
play more of an attacking style because of increased 
depth and talent. 

The front seven, led by defensive ends JT Jones and 
defensive tackle Ikeem Allen, is the strength of the 
team. Jones tallied 10 sacks and 14.5 tackles for loss 
last season, ranking second in the conference. 

The linebacking corps suffered a big loss of talent 
with leading tackler Kent Kern (82) departing. Sopho- 
more middle linebacker Junior McMullen has shown 
flashes of big-play potential, while Paul Moses and T.J. 
Williams return at the other two spots. 


ee 
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6 (T-5th, East) 


JT JONES 


Photo by Scott Boehm 


“I don’t think we're ready to get after the 
big boys in our league, but I think we’re 
closing the gap on a lot of schools and 
we're probably a year away from making 
a major impact.” 

— Chuck Martin 


Cornerback Heath Harding’s return is an automatic 
upgrade for the beleaguered secondary. Harding missed 
the final nine games in 2015 due to an injury. Junior 
safety Tony Reid and Buchi Okafor are primed for 
a step up after some rough moments last season. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Labeled as “wide open” by Martin, the kicking, punting 
and kick-return jobs will remain undetermined heading 
into fall practice. The best early bets to become starters 
are Nick Dowd at kicker and Justin Martin at punter. 


OVERVIEW 


The RedHawks should experience another season 
of growing pains, mostly because the roster is com- 
prised of 15 upperclassmen and 70 underclassmen. 
The offensive line is riddled with inexperience, plus 
Bahl and Ragland might battle it out for starting 
quarterback until near the opener. Miami's dearth of 
experienced running backs could turn into an issue 
that hampers the growth of the offense. The defense 
is solid, especially the front seven, though the second- 
ary is iffy. A relatively easy schedule is a positive for 
a program seeking to climb closer to .500. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


CB Tee Shepard: The well-traveled Shepard might 
finally have found a home. A former four-star recruit, 
Shepard originally signed with Notre Dame, but left 


before playing a down. He played two seasons in 
junior college and played in five games over two years 
at Ole Miss. He should see plenty of playing time in the 
secondary for Miami. 


MIAMI (OHIO) | REDHAWKS 


Stadium: Yager Stadium (24,286) 


By Bob Narang 


2016 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
QB 5 | Billy Bahl 6-4 248 So. 
RB 26 | Alonzo Smith 5-9 225 So. 
WR 87 | Chris Hudson 6-6 226 So. 
WR 88 | Jared Murphy* 5-10 184 Jr. 
WR 6 | Rokeem Williams* 6-1 198 Sr. 
TE 44 | Nate Becker* 6-5 265 So. 
LT 57 | Zach Hovey* 6-4 279 Jr. 
LG 76 | Randy Heideman 6-6 309 Jr. 
C 56 | Mitch Palmer’ 6-2 278 So. 
RG 66 | Sam McCollum® 6-2 306 So. 
RT 72 | Collin Buchanan® 6-5 317 Sr. 
DEFENSE 
DE 91 | JT Jones* 6-3 263 Sr. 
DT 55 | Ikeem Allen* 6-1 272 Jr. 
DT 96 | Nate Trawick 5-11 318 So. 
DE 32 | Zach Smierciak 6-2 247 Jr. 
LB 36 | Paul Moses® 6-0 227 Jr. 
LB 5 | Junior McMullen 6-0 236 So. 
LB 49 | T.J. Williams* 6-0 205 Sr. 
CB 24 | Heath Harding 5-10 185 Sr. 
CB 28 | Bert Birdsall® 5-11 170 Jr. 
SS 14 | Tony Reid 5-11 194 Jr. 
Fs 30 ! Buchi Okafor® 6-1 197 Sr. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 97 | Nick Dowd 5-8 205 So. 
P 45 | Justin Martin 6-4 214 So. 
*Returning starters in Bold 

2016 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 3 at Iowa 
Sept. 10 EASTERN ILLINOIS 
Sept. 17 WESTERN KENTUCKY 
Sept. 24 at Cincinnati 
Oct. 1 OHIO 
Oct. 8 at Akron 
Oct. 15 KENT STATE 
Oct. 22 at Bowling Green 
Oct. 29 at Eastern Michigan 
Nov. 4 CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
Nov. 12 at Buffalo 
Nov. 22 BALL STATE 

2015 RESULTS 
Ww PRESBYTERIAN 26-7 
L at Wisconsin 0-58 
L CINCINNATI 33-37 
L at Western Kentucky 14-56 
L at Kent State 14-20 
L at Ohio 3-34 
L NORTHERNILLINOIS 12-45 
L at Western Michigan 13-35 
L BUFFALO 24-29 
Ww EASTERN MICHIGAN 28-13 
L AKRON 28-37 
Ww at Massachusetts 20-13 

2015 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 17.9 117 
Rushing 129.7 109 
Passing 208.5 60 
Total 338.2 109 
DEFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 32.0 95 
Rushing 168.9 T-67 
Passing 235.7 73 
Total 404.6 68 
TO MARGIN PER GAME RANE 
-14 -117 122 


For more coverage of the Buckeyes, visit ohiostate.247Sports.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Ed Warinner 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Luke Fickell, Greg Schiano 


BUCKEYES SEEKING PLAYOFF TRIP WITH NEW CAST 


hio State has excuses readily avail- 
C) able if it does not make it to the Col- 

lege Football Playoff in 2016. Actu- 
ally, it has 16 excuses — one for every starter 
the Buckeyes have to replace from last year’s 
ultra-talented team. 

The excuses are real life, so maybe they're 
not excuses at all. Replacing 12 NFL draft 
picks — all of whom were selected in the first 
four rounds — isn’t something that is just 
easily overcome. 

But it doesn’t mean that those excuses 
— rational though they might be — will fly 
in Columbus. A 9-3 season with a youthful 
team? Get out of here. Not good enough. It’s 
unfathomable. 

It is to Urban Meyer, too. 

He understands what this program has be- 
come, what he’s built. At Ohio State, a season 
like last year’s — a 12-1 campaign featuring 
a comfortable win over Notre Dame in the 
Fiesta Bowl — had a funny way of feeling like 
a failure, especially considering how much 
talent Ohio State returned from its 2014 
national championship team. 

Whatever. The standard is set. It’s national 
title or bust every season, no matter the cir- 
cumstances. 

What’s a success? A return to the College 
Football Playoff. 

What's a failure? Anything less. 

An incredibly youthful, yet talented Ohio 
State team still faces the highest of expectations. 

Meyer has had to adjust the way he has ap- 
proached things. He labeled Ohio State’s sea- 
son the “Year of Development,” and although 
that sounds like a negative “rebuilding” kind 
of term, Meyer didn’t mean it that way. He 
meant it in the sense that the inexperienced 
players on his roster need to become veterans 
fast if the Buckeyes are to have a chance. 

Up on Ohio State’s video board during 
spring football it said, “Welcome to the Land 
of the Wolves,” because Ohio State has a pack 
mentality for team development. 

Maybe Ohio State lacked the edge it need- 
ed last year to repeat as champions. 

“It’s definitely true; after you win a na- 
tional championship or any type of cham- 
pionship and you're considered the best in 
your league or whatever the case may be, it’s 


kind of hard to continue to have that chip on 
your shoulder,” said quarterback J.T. Barrett, 
one of three returning starters on offense and 
a team captain. 

“You beat everybody to be the best, and 
then we had a lot of guys coming back, so it 
was like we were just going to do it again. We 
didn’t have that same hunger.” 


OFFENSE 


Ohio State returns its quarterback, two of- 
fensive linemen and a veteran receiver who 
was once a starter but who has been dealing 
with a nagging foot injury for about the past 
18 months. So, let’s just say three starters. 

The good news for Ohio State is that those 
returning starters are really, really good. 

Let’s start with the quarterback — J.T. Barrett. 

It's impossible to forget the sensational 
freshman season he had two years ago, when 
he finished fifth in the Heisman Trophy race 
in the year Ohio State won the national title. 
He faded into the back of the pack when he 
broke his foot in the season finale vs. Michi- 
gan, then watched Cardale Jones, the team’s 
third-string quarterback, lead the Buckeyes to 
the title. 

That quarterback situation was still an is- 
sue last season. It was Jones vs. Barrett the 
entire offseason, and, as it turned out, there 
was no real clear feeling on who Ohio State’s 
starting quarterback was much of last season. 
That could be the reason Ohio State didn’t 
return to the College Football Playoff. 

That’s all gone now. Barrett is Ohio State’s 
unquestioned starter, leader and playmaker. 
He regressed last season — maybe because 
he didn’t get consistent reps? — and now 
the question is whether or not he can take 
another step forward and return as a college 
football star. 

It’s going to be hard considering his play- 
makers are gone. There’s no more Ezekiel El- 
liott, Braxton Miller, Nick Vannett, Michael 
Thomas or Jalin Marshall on the roster. That’s 
a tough pill to swallow. 

So Ohio State is going to lean on its offen- 
sive line, starting with two veteran interior 
guys in Pat Elflein and Billy Price. 

Elflein could have gone to the NFL after 
last season, but he was the only Ohio State 


STADIUM: Ohio Stadium 104,944 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 15 Record 
Sept.3 BOWLING GREEN 10-4 
Sept. 10 TULSA 6-7 
Sept. 17 at Oklahoma 11-2 
Oct. 1 RUTGERS 4-8 
Oct. 8 INDIANA 6-7 
Oct. 15 at Wisconsin 10-3 
Oct. 22 at Penn State 7-6 
Oct.29 NORTHWESTERN 10-3 
Nov. 5 NEBRASKA 6-7 
Nov. 12 at Maryland 3-9 
Nov.19 at Michigan State 12-2 
Nov. 26 MICHIGAN 10-3 


RESULTS 


12-1, 7-1 


at Virginia Tech 
HAWAII 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
WESTERN MICHIGAN 
at Indiana 
MARYLAND 
PENN STATE 
at Rutgers 
MINNESOTA 
at Illinois 
MICHIGAN STATE 
at Michigan 
Fiesta Bowl 
WwW vs. Notre Dame 


10-YEAR 


— =| Be —— =) = 


42-24 

38-0 
20-13 
38-12 
34-27 
49-28 
38-10 

49-7 
28-14 

28-3 
14-17 
42-13 


44-28 


WINNING TREND 
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AT A GLANCE 


Columbus, Ohio 


12-1 overall, 7-1 Big Ten (T-1st, East) 


Urban Meyer — At Ohio State: 50-4, 
4 years; overall: 154-27, 15 years 


8; 3 offense, 3 defense, kicker, punter 


QB J.T. Barrett, RB Mike Weber, 

WR Noah Brown, TE Marcus Baugh, 

DE Sam Hubbard, DE Tyquan Lewis, 

LB Raekwon McMillan, CB Gareon Conley 


Ohio State is replacing nearly every- 
one, but its strength is the combo of 
quarterback and solid interior offen- 
sive line. Given that Meyer has 
brought in top-five recruiting classes 
every year, the Buckeyes make up for 
a lack of experience with young, 
eager talent all over the lineup. 


Barrett finished fifth in the Heisman 
Trophy race two years ago as a redshirt 
freshman, but he didn’t necessarily 
have a great year of growth in 2015. 
Now Ohio State has to replace every 
skill position on offense, so can Barrett's 
leadership and talent be enough to lift 
the Buckeyes to national prominence? 


RB Ezekiel Elliott, WR Michael 
Thomas, WR Braxton Miller, WR Jalin 
Marshall, DE Joey Bosa, DT Adolphus 
Washington, LB Darron Lee, 

LB Joshua Perry, S Vonn Bell 


Ohio State was flush with talent last 
season — witness the 12 NFL draft 
picks (five among the first 20 selections 
and all dozen in the first four rounds) 
— after winning the 2014 national 
championship. Somehow, Ohio State 
fell short of a return to the playoff, 
tripped up by a late-season, at-the- 
final-gun loss to Michigan State. With 
so much roster turnover, this could be 
a down year, but the talent still screams 
“championship contender.” 


KEY ¢ 
showed up to Ohio State’s spring game, B ARRE al eel 


— The number of fans who 


which set a college football record. 
be Robbins 


Raekwon McMillan 


Pholo by S: 


player with remaining eligibility and pro- 
fessional talent to choose school over cash. 
Meyer moved him inside to center so he 
could be next to Price, leaving the rebuild- 
ing on the outside to youngsters like Jamar- 
co Jones and Isaiah Prince. 

The task of replacing Elliott, the fourth 
overall pick in the NFL Draft, likely will fall 
to freshman Mike Weber, a former four-star 
prospect from Detroit. Though Ohio State’s 
coaches spent all spring saying senior 
Bri’onte Dunn is in the mix, it’s hard to 
imagine the Buckeyes will turn away from 
the talented Weber. 

At wide receiver, Ohio State will look to 
Noah Brown to be its top target, though 
Brown missed spring while recovering 
from a broken leg he suffered last fall. 
When healthy, Brown has been referred to 
as “unguardable.” 

Other receivers in the mix include Cur- 
tis Samuel (who may lead Ohio State in 
touches), Dontre Wilson (who is overcom- 
ing a nagging foot injury), Corey Smith, 


QB J.T. Barrett* Jr. 
Mike Weber Fr. 
Noah Brown 
Parris Campbell 
Dontre Wilson 
Marcus Baugh 
Jamarco Jones 
Billy Price* 
Pat Elflein* 
Matthew Burrell 
Isaiah Prince 
PK  SeanNuernberger* Jr. 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


Could take major steps forward now that he’s clear No. 1. 
Former four-star RB from Detroit scored two TDs in spring game. 
. Returning from a broken leg suffered in last year's fall camp. 
. Started three games early last year; now far more developed. 
Nagging foot injury has slowed him for last 18 months. 
Baugh could be Ohio State's first true receiving TE in years. 
Former four-star recruit was named a starter at end of spring. 
Returns to Ohio State as a third-year OL starter. 
Was team's only NFL-ready junior to return; moved from guard. 
The most wide-open competition on OL goes to older player. 
. Only one of four true freshmen to play for Ohio State in 2015. 
Struggled in split time last year, will be main kicker as junior. 


Joe Burrow, Fr. 
Bri‘onte Dunn, Sr. 
Torrance Gibson, Fr. 
Austin Mack, Fr. 
Demario McCall, Fr. 
Jake Hausmann, Fr. 
Kevin Feder, Fr. 
Evan Liste, Jr. 
Brady Taylor, So. 
Michael Jordan, Fr. 
Branden Bowen, Fr. 
Tyler Durbin, Sr. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


et AL l 


DE Sam Hubbard 
DT ~—- Michael Hill Jr 
DT ‘Tracy Sprinkle Jr. 
DE —Tyquan Lewis* Jr. 
LB Chris Worley Jt. 
LB Raekwon McMillan* Jr. 
LB Dante Booker Jr. 
CB Gareon Conley* Jr. 
CB Marshon Lattimore 
S$ Erick Smith Jr. 
S Malik Hooker 
P Cameron Johnston* 
*Returning Starter in Bold 


Terry McLaurin, Austin Mack and Tor- 
rance Gibson. 


DEFENSE 


Ohio State returns one starter from every 
level of its defense. 

The thing that helps Meyer sleep is that 
those returning starters are really good 
players and the Buckeyes have recruited 
at a level only a few other programs can 
match, so Ohio State should remain a fast 
and athletic defense. 

Starting with the defensive front, Ohio 
State returns Tyquan Lewis, who, despite 
playing with All-American Joey Bosa last 
year, led the Buckeyes with eight sacks. 
Ohio State’s other end is Sam Hubbard, 
a former five-star prospect who is expected 
to be one of Ohio State’s biggest defensive 
stars after being used primarily as a situ- 
ational pass-rusher last year. 

The Buckeyes will have another Bosa on 
the defensive line when Nick Bosa enrolls 
in the fall. Though Nick Bosa is recover- 


So, Played last year as pass rusher; in line to replace Joey Bosa. 
Former four-star tackle from SEC country looking for breakout year. Jashon Cornell, Fr. 
Had a strong spring, but has only four career tackles. 

Led team in sacks in 2015; missed spring with shoulder injury. 
Same type of player as Darron Lee; has waited his turn to start. 
Perhaps the best player on the team; All-American candidate. 
Ohio's former Mr. Football getting his first chance to play. 

Ohio State's only returning starter in the secondary. 

So. Lingering hamstring issues might finally be gone. 

Lattimore’s ex-high school teammate at Glenville; coming off tom ACL. Damon Webb, Jr. 
So. Perhaps OSU's most improved spring defender. 
Sr. Averaged 43.9 yards per punt last year, No. 25 nationally. TBD 


Jalyn Holmes, Jr. 


Dre'Mont Jones, Fr. 
Darius Slade, So. 
Jerome Baker, So. 
Nick Conner, Fr. 
Justin Hilliard, Fr. 
Damon Amette, Fr. 
Denzel Ward, So. 


Eric Glover-Williams, So. 


ing from a torn ACL, he is a five-star pros- 
pect and is reportedly more advanced than 
brother Joey was at the same age. 

At linebacker, Ohio State has one 
of the best in the country in Raekwon 
McMillan, a Lindy’s preseason All-Amer- 
ican who made an impact as soon as 
he arrived as a five-star prospect from 
Georgia. He’ll be flanked by fast outside 
linebacker Chris Worley (who waited pa- 
tiently behind Darron Lee the past two 
years) and Dante Booker, a former Mr. 
Football in Ohio. 

Booker is really good but played spar- 
ingly last season because the Buckeyes had 
NFLer Joshua Perry in the lineup. 

The only player Ohio State returns in the 
secondary is cornerback Gareon Conley, 
who was an efficient defender while play- 
ing opposite Eli Apple last year. Now he’s 
expected to be Apple. 

One of the more intriguing position 
battles is at the cornerback spot opposite 
Conley between Denzel Ward and Mar- 
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NDS Rank: No. 1 ILB in class of 2018 


McMillan broke into the Buckeyes’ starting lineup last season as a sophomore and led Ohio 
State with 119 total tackles to earn second-team All-Big Ten honors. A traditional smash- 
mouth linebacker, McMillan plays with outstanding stack-shed technique and violence to 
work through the trash and find the ball carrier. 


NDS Rank: No. 1 0G in class of 2017 


Elflein became a starter as a sophomore and has earned first-team All-Big Ten honors in 
each of the past two seasons, seeing snaps at left and right guard. He fires off the snap with 
aggressive hands to snatch-and-move linemen. Elflein, expected to play center as a senior, 
could be the first interior lineman drafted next spring. 


NDS Rank: No. 1 DE in class of 2019 


It won’t be easy to replace the production of Joey Bosa, but the pass rush tank isn’t empty 
in Columbus. Hubbard was a high school safety who moved to linebacker as a redshirt 
before blossoming on the defensive line in 2015, finishing with 6.5 sacks (1.5 more than 
Bosa). He is still new to the defensive line, but the early flashes are extremely promising due 


to his athleticism and ball instincts. 


shon Lattimore. Lattimore seemed to be 
leading the way in the spring, but he 
has been plagued by chronic hamstring 
injuries his entire career. If he can stay 
healthy, he’ll likely get the nod. 

Rounding out Ohio State’s defense in 
the back end likely will be Malik Hooker 
and Erick Smith, who will have to come 
up with a way to replace the productiv- 
ity of Vonn Bell. 

Hooker, a former basketball star in 
high school, had a very productive 
spring, earning raves from the coach- 
ing staff. That production was put on 
display when he had a pick-six in the 
spring game. Smith, who played at Glen- 
ville with Lattimore, is coming off a torn 
ACL. 

The theme is familiar, though: Can 
Ohio State lose Bosa, Lee, Perry, Bell and 
Apple and still be THAT good? 


— Dane Brugler, NFLDraftScout.com 


Ohio State returns its starting placekick- 
er and punter, although kicker Sean Nuern- 
berger is still kind of a question mark. He’s 
entering his third season as a starter, but 
he split time last year with Jack Willoughby 
after problems with consistency. This will 
be his return into the spotlight. 

Ohio State has one of the best punters in 
the country in Cameron Johnston, who av- 
eraged 43.9 yards per kick last year. He also 
pinned almost half of his $8 punts inside 
the opponent's 20. 


Ohio State had only one loss last season, 
but because it came against Michigan State — 
which is in the same division of the same con- 
ference — the Buckeyes lost out on a chance 
to play in their second consecutive College 
Football Playoff. 


Aare Media eee DN. deer Nb 


It probably didn’t help that Ohio State 
couldn’t point to many quality wins. 

This year, strength of schedule won't be a 
problem. Ohio State opens up with a tricky 
Bowling Green team, hosts high-scoring Tul- 
sa, then is off to play at Oklahoma. The Soon- 
ers are expected to be as good as their 2015 
team that reached the national semifinals. 

Ohio State’s conference schedule has tough 
spots with back-to-back road games against 
Wisconsin and Penn State in October. The 
Buckeyes also no longer avoid Nebraska in the 
regular-season. This is the toughest schedule 
of the Meyer era. 

— Ari Wasserman 
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NOTEBOOK 


0 hio State had so many offensive playmakers 


a year ago, it was kind of easy to lose track 

of a few. 

So it didn’t seem like a big deal when one of the 
Buckeyes’ best young offensive weapons — Curtis 
Samuel — only touched the ball a total of 10 times 
in Ohio State's final four games. But it was a lot 
more than a young player getting lost in the shuffle 
— it was because of injury. 

Samuel had offseason foot surgery and missed 
all of the spring, but given that Ezekiel Elliott, 
Michael Thomas, Braxton Miller and Jalin Marshall 
are off to the NFL, this could be the junior’s season 
to be the most productive skill position player in 
Ohio State’s offense. 

“| think Curtis Samuel was probably almost 
100 percent by the end of spring,” Ohio State 
wide receives coach Zach Smith said. “But at 
that point, just put this in the bank and let's get 
ready for the fall.” 

Samuel played running back as a freshman 
before being switched to H-Back, a hybrid posi- 
tion coach Urban Meyer likes to use through the 
air and on the ground. 

There’s a feeling that Samuel might be moved 
back to the running back position in 2016 be- 
cause Elliott is gone, but Smith doesn’t see that 
happening. 

“The best 11 are going to play, for sure. So if 
that’s a way we can get the best 11 on the field, 
| wouldn’t put it past Coach Meyer,” Smith said. 
“But right now, he’s a receiver and I'd anticipate 
him staying.” 

¢ Ohio State center Pat Elflein, who decided 
to return to school for his final season of eligibil- 
ity, graduated in May with a degree in commu- 
nications. Others who graduated and will return 
are: RB Bri’onte Dunn, WR Corey Smith and 
S Cam Burrows. 

e J.T, Barrett is Ohio State’s unquestioned start- 
ing quarterback, but a new quarterback contro- 
versy begins in fall camp when four-star prospect 
Dwayne Haskins, from The Bullis School in Potomac 
(Md.), shows up to take on Joe Burrow for Ohio 
State’s backup spot. 


OUTSIDERS VIEW 


“Ohio State doesn’t have to be better than it has 
been the last couple of years — it just has to be better 
than the teams on this year’s schedule. Comparing it 
to the rest of the Big Ten is the issue. When you do 
that, there is no question it has the talent to return to 
Indianapolis for the championship game. 

“In the spring, when watching them practice, you 
see a team that is highly motivated by a staff that 
coaches with great intensity and detail. How soon the 
young talent can develop will be interesting. 

“There are two huge positives going into the sea- 
son. One, J.T. Barrett is back at quarterback. Two, 
Oklahoma being the third game of the season will be 
an indication of how far the young talent has come.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 


BUCKEYES SPRING ROSTER 


Quarterback Pos, HL Wt Yr Hometown 18 Jonathon Cooper ODL 6-3 238 Fr. Gahanna 
16 J.T. Barrett QB 62 25 Jr Wichita Falls,TX 9 JashonComell OL 6-3 265 Fr. St. Paul, MN 
10 Joe Burrow 08 6-3 208 Ft The Plains © 53 DavonHamilton DT 6-4 300 Fr. Pickerington 
13 Stephen Collier 0B 6-4 225 So. Leesburg,GA 77 Michael Kill DL 63 205 Jr Pendleton, SC 
11 Justin Cook 0B 6-3 225 J Philadelphia, PA 10 _Jalyn Holmes DL 65 265 Jt. Norfolk, VA 
6 Torrance Gibson (BWR 6-4 205 Fr. Plantation,FL_ 6 Sam Hubbard DE 6-5 265 So. Cincinnati 
Running Backs Pos. HL Wet Yr, Hometown 86 Dre’MontJones DL 6-3 280 Fr. ~~ Cleveland 
25 Bri’onte Dunn RB 6-0 215 Sr. Canton 57 Robertlanders DT 6-1 290 Fr. Dayton 
4 CurtisSamuel RB 5-11 200 Jr Brooklyn, NY 59 Tyquan Lewis OL 6-4 260 Jr Tarboro, NC 
20 Mike Weber RB 5-10 215. Fr. Detroit, MI 52 DonovanMunger ODL 6-4 300 Jr. Shaker Heights 
3 AntonioWilliams RB 5-11 215 Fr. New London, NC 42 Darius Slade DL 6-4 255 So. Montclair, NJ 
26 Patrick Wise RB 5-10 205 Jr. Warren 93 Tracy Sprinkle DL 6-3 2900 Jt Elyria 
Wide Receivers Pos. Ht. Wh Yr Hometown $4 Dylan Thompson — DL 65 275 So. Lombard, IL 
80 Noah Brown WR 6-2 222 So. Flanders, NJ ebackers i ' Hometown 
21 Parris Campbell WR 6-1 205 So. ‘Akron 17 Jerome Baker 1B 6-1 215 So. Cleveland 
82 James Clark WR 5-10 185 Jr. NewSmymaBeach,FL 38 DanteBooker LB 6-3 233 dr bedi 
33 Austin Clutter WR 6-0 195 So. Geneva’ «-32._‘Tuf Borland 1B 6-1 228 Fr. Bolingbrook, IL 
5 Johnnie Diron WR 5-11 194 So. WestPalmBeach,Fl 48 Joe Burger Aad: = 
18 KH WR 6-0 195 Fr. NorthlittieRock,AR  %4 NickConner LB 6-3 230 Fr os 
11 AustinMack «WR 6-2 210 Fr. ‘FortWayne,w © °%0_—daved Drake == LB 6-0 220 So, bale 
23 Devlin McDaniel WR 5-11 195. Sr, Marion -58_Cralg Fada 1B) 6-1 20 &. Cokimbus 
& Tony Melaurin WA 6-1 200 So. indionapois” «= 47_ustinHiliard LB G30 Fr Cincinnati 
79 Joe Ramstetter WR 63 25 Sr Cincinnati 5 Raekwon McMillan 1B 6-2 240 Jr. Hinesville, GA 
@0 Corey Sra ee mr Akon” = %8_Zach Tumure iB 6-1 235 Sr, St. Louis, MO 
87 AlexStump WR 63 202 Fr Fron eis Worey) LB G2 Cleveland 
— a. eo Defensive Backs Pos. Ht Wt Yr Hometown 

Tight Ends Pos. Ht Wt Yr Hometown 
we Alieanie TE Teeter Burke,va  3_DamonAmette CB 6-0 191 Fr._Fort Lauderdale, FL 
oe 26 JarrodBames SAF 5-11 193 Sr. Westerville 

85 MarcusBaugh TE 6-5 255 Jr, Riverside, CA 
24 Rashod Berry TE 64 265 Fr laa 16 Cam Burrows OB 6-0 208 Jr. Trotwood 
ee 28 Michael Cibene SAF 6-0 185 Sr.  FortLauderdale, FL 
a Ses Sones jE oh Columbus 3 Gareon Conley CB 6-0 195 ar. Massillon 
= 21 Trevon Forte (8 58 175 Jr Youngstown 
76 Began Bowes) 8 QUT hoa: Re Draper, UT 20 Khaled Franklin SAF 6-1 215 Sr Columbus 
56 Matthew Burrell OL 6-4 300 Fr, _—Woodbridge,VA_ 4 Eric Glover-Willams CB 5-9 175 So. Canton 
65 Pat Eftein OL 63 300) & Pickerington 32 Elijah Goins. =< CBS«G-1~«195~—=Sr, Concord, NC 
71 Kevin Feder Oh 69 36 Fr. Ramsey,NJ 4 Cin’Quan Haney ‘SAF 6-1 200 Sr. Dayton 
72_Tyler Gerald OL 65 330 Fr, Portsmouth 34 Malik Hooker «SAF 6-2 205 So. New Castle, PA 
74 Jamarco Jones = OL 6-5 310 dr Chicago,!L_ 45 Cameron Howard DB 6-1 203. Sr, Columbus 
73 Wichael Jordan OL 6-7 316 FF Canton, Ml 35 LoganKelleher CB 5-10 195 Jn ~~SCSCincinnat 
78 Demetrius Knox OL 6-4 305 So. Fort Worth, TX 2 Marshon Lattimore CB 6-0 195 So. Cleveland 
75 Evan Lisle OL 66 305 Jr Centerville 48 MichaelLawless SAF 6-2 210 Sr. Dover 
68 Brandon Pahl = OL 6-2 205 So. Cutler 29 Mike Maduko = SAF 5-8 188 Jr. Naperville, IL 
62 Aaron Parry OL 6-5 275 Sr. Zanesville 14 Joshua Norwood CB 5-10 175 Fr. Valdosta, GA 
60 Blake Pfenning OL 6-5 305 So. Wapakoneta {Erick Smith SAF 6-0 202 Jr Cleveland 
54 Billy Price O 64 315 Jr Austintown 12 Denzel Ward CB 5-11 180 So. Macedonia 
59. Isaiah Prince Ol 67 305 So, Greenbelt, MD 3 Damon Webb cB 5-11 193 Jr. Detroit, Mich 
67 Grant Schmidt OL 66 300 Fr. Sioux Falls, SD Pos. Ht Hometown 
79 Brady Taylor OL 65 300 So, Columbus 30 ‘Tyler Durbin K 6-3. 200. Sr Fairfax, VA 
71 Kyle Trout OL 66 310 So. Lancaster 95 Cameron Johnston P 5-11 195 Sr. Geelong, Australia 
63 Kevin Woidke OL 66 310 So. Cleveland 44 AaronMawhirter LS 6-1 230 Sr. Sandusky 
Defensive Linemen Pos, HL Wt Yr Hometown 49 LiamMcCullough LS 6-2 210 Fr. Columbus 
58 Joshua Alabi DT 6-5 295 Fr. Detroit, MI 96 SeanNuernberger K 6-1 220 Jr. Buckner, KY 
55 Malik Barrow DL 6-3 287 FF. Tampa,FL 2 _Dontre Wilson HB 5-10 195 Sr, DeSoto, TX 


J. Marshall ‘ . 
E. Elliott 13 27 «2067.6 30 «15.8 
Name GP Att. Gain Loss Net Avg TD Long Avg/G 
E. Elliott 13 289 «1874 «53 1821 «6.3 23 80 140.1 
J.T. Barrett 11 115 «#9727 «#445 «#4682 ©«= «59 11 40 62.0 
B. Miller 13 42 281 21 260 62 1 53 20.0 
Tackles: R. McMilaan 119, J. Perry 105, T. Powell 71 
DEF LEADERS Tackles for loss: J. Bosa 16, T. Lewis 14, D. Lee 11 
Sacks: T. Lewis 8, S. Hubbard 6.5, J. Bosa 5, D. Lee 4.5 
Interceptions: T. Powell 3, V. Bell 2 G. Conley 2 


160 Lindy’s Sports Annuals 


www.lindyssports.com 2016 


Nick Bosa 

The younger brother of former Buckeyes All-American 
defensive lineman Joey Bosa, the Fort Thomas (Fla.) 
Aquinas standout is the jewel of the class, a five-star 
recruit that arrives in Columbus as the nation’s No. 1 
strongside defensive end and No. 8 recruit overall. 
Bosa could be a difference-maker right away across 
the front for Ohio State. 


Austin Mack 


Ohio State and arrived in Columbus as one of the nation’s 


level, with 2,672 yards at receiver. Ran 4.4 in the 40-yard 
dash at Ohio State prior to his junior year. 


Jonathon Cooper 

The local talent from Columbus (Ohio) Gahanna Lincoln 
earned his Buckeyes offer at Friday Night Lights head- 
ing into his junior year. Cooper is one of the nation’s 
most exciting pass rushers. He racked up 23.5 sacks 
his last two years of high school football and enrolled 
early at Ohio State. 


Pos. Ht WL Stars Hometown School 


Malik Barrow DL 63 27 @OOS _ Tampa,fl IMG Academy 
Ranked No, 30 defensive tackle nationally by 247Sports Composite... Had 158 career tackles, includ- 
ing 31 tackles for loss, and 17 quarterback sacks. .. All-State as a junior... Had 19 tackles for loss. 


Tut Borland BOG 228 O8OO0 _ Bolingbrook, iL 
247Sports Composite rated No. 21 outside linebacker nationally and No. 4 player in Illinois... 
Two-time Chicago Tribune All-State... Helped team to four consecutive state playoffs. 


Nick Bosa 64 265 ©OOOO FLLaudendale,FL SL Thomas Aquinas 
Ranked No. 1 defensive end and No. 8 player nationally by 247Sports Composite. .. Selected to Under Armour 
All-American Game... All-State as sophomore and junior... Helped team to state championships in 2012, 
2014 and 2015... As a junior, had 56 tackles, including 29.5 tackles for loss, and five quarterback sacks. 


Rodjay Bums DB 61 180 O06 Louisville, KY Trinity 
247Sports Composite rated No. 72 cornerback nationally and No. 6 player in Kentucky... All- 
State in 2014 and 2015... Helped team to state championship as a junior... Had 91 receptions 
for 1,462 yards and 21 touchdowns in final two seasons. 


Drue Chrisman P 63 199 O06 Cincinnati LaSalle 
Ranked No. 1 punter nationally by 247Sports Composite... Selected to U.S. Army All-American 
Game... Helped team to two consecutive state championships in 2014 and 2015... As a senior, 
averaged 46.4 yards per punt and made 38 of 40 extra points attempted. 


Jonathon Cooper DE 63 238 O@O@0 — Gahanna Lincoin 
247Sports Composite rated No. 3 weakside defensive end and No. 32 player nationally... 
Selected to U.S. Army All-American Game... USA Today Ohio Defensive Player of the Year... 
All-State... Had 65 tackles, including 18 tackles for loss, and 12 quarterback sacks as a 
senior... As a junior, had 85 tackles and 11.5 quarterback sacks. 


Gavin Cupp OL 65 25 ooo Leipsic Leipsic 
Ranked No. 40 offensive tackle nationally and No. 14 player in Ohio by 247Sports Composite... 
All-State... Helped team to four consecutive state playoff appearances. 


Wayne Davis DB 5-11 187 OO OC Norfolk, VA Lake Taylor 
247Sports Composite rated No. 33 cornerback nationally and No. 6 player in Virginia... Virginia 
Gatorade Player of the Year... Two-time All-State... Helped team to state championship in 
2014... As. a senior, had 43 tackles and seven interceptions, returning five for touchdowns... 
Had 41 receptions for 731 yards and six touchdowns. 


Luke Farrell T 66 200 OOO0  Peny Peny 
247Sports Composite rated No. 7 tight end nationally... Had 33 receptions for 446 yards as a 
senior... As a junior, had 43 receptions for 730 yards and six touchdowns. 


Kareem Felder DB 5-10 15 OOS Baltimore, MD St. Frances 
Ranked No. 21 player in Maryland by 247Sports Composite... All-State... As a senior, had 91 
tackles, four interceptions and seven passes broken up. 


dortian Fuller DB 62 20 OO00 Old Tappan,NJ Old Tappan 
247Sports Composite rated No. 6 athlete nationally and No. 4 player in New Jersey... Played 
in U.S. Army All-American Game... Played quarterback and wide receiver... Had 1,665 total 
yards and scored 15 touchdowns as a senior. 


‘ler Gerald OL 65 30 OGO0  Porsmouth IMG Academy 
Ranked No. 8 offensive guard nationally and No. 25 player in Florida by 247Sports Composite... 
Selected to Under Armour All-American Game. .. Senior season limited to six games due to injury. 


Malik Harrison ATH «6-4 2155 GOO Columbus Walnut Ridge 
247Sports Composite rated No. 26 player in Ohio... Had 1,161 yards passing and eight touch- 
downs as a senior... Had 897 yards rushing and 15 touchdowns... Had 40 tackles and five 
quarterback sacks... As a junior, had 1,100 yards passing and seven touchdowns... Had 1,087 
yards rushing and 15 touchdowns. 


— 
co 
cc 
Rees 
= 
| come} 
cr 
[ = = 
=| 
— 
| | 
Cc) 
= 
Dadbel 
— 
oo 


PORTS, BUCKEYES RECRUITING 2016 


The Fort Wayne (Ind.) Bishop Luers recruit enrolled early at 


top receivers. Mack is an explosive playmaker with the ball 
in his hands. He scored 49 career touchdowns on the prep 


Wayne Davis : 

A consensus four-star recruit, but perhaps still under- 
rated, as the Norfolk (Va.) Lake Taylor standout had 
43 tackles and seven interceptions as a senior, five 
he returned for a touchdown. Davis was a two-way 
standout on the prep level and helped lead his team 
to the state championship game two-straight years 
including the title as a junior. 


A bit of a smaller class is expected and there are not many needs in 
Columbus, but the Buckeyes are looking for difference-makers up front on 
the offensive line and at defensive tackle. Ohio State also has its sights set 
on a big-time running back this upcoming cycle. Urban Meyer already has 
seven 247Sports Top 100 commitments for the 2017 class. 

— By Steve Wiltfong 
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Commitiments 


Average Stars 
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Total Stars 94 


National Rank: 4 B10: 1 


Pos. HL Wh Stars Hometown 


Dwayne Haskins WB 63 24 @000 Potomac, MD 

Ranked No. 7 pro-style quarterback and No. 87 player nationally by 247Sports Composite... 
Selected to Under Armour All-American Game... As a senior, completed 170 of 286 passes for 
2,217 yards and 20 touchdowns. ..2014 Maryland Gatorade Player of the Year... Had 5,308 
career passing yards and 54 touchdown passes. 


Jake Hausmann TE 65 200 OOOO _ Cincinnati Archbishop Moeller 
247Sports Composite rated No. 4 tight end nationally... Selected to U.S. Army All-American 
Game... All-State... Had 95 career receptions for 1,349 yards and 17 touchdowns... Had 50 
receptions for 718 yards and 11 touchdowns as a senior. 


ns TE 6-4 228 O@@06 _ MapleHeights Maple Heights Senior 
Ranked No. 11 tight end nationally and No. 12 player in Ohio by 247Sports Composite... Played 
running back, wildcat quarterback, receiver and defense... As a junior, had 803 yards rushing 
and 14 touchdowns. 


1B 63 25 OOOO Olney, MD 
247Sports Composite rated No, 8 outside linebacker nationally... Selected to Under Armour All- 
American Game, .. Two-time All-State... Had 119 tackles, four quarterback sacks and two interceptions, 
retuming both for touchdowns, as a senior... As a junior, had 77 tackles and nine quarterback sacks. 


Michael Jordan OL 6&7 36 OOCOS — Canton, Plymouth 
Ranked No. 13 offensive tackle nationally and No. 3 player in Michigan by 247Sports Composite... 
All-State... Helped team to two consecutive playoff appearances in 2014 and 2015... As a senior, 
averaged six pancake blocks per game... Did not allow a quarterback sack. 


Austin Mack WR 62 21 @O0O0 — FLWayne,IN Bishop Luers 
247Sports Composite rated No. 10 wide receiver nationally and No. 2 player in Indiana... 
Selected to U.S. Army All-American Game... Had 167 career receptions for 2,672 yards and 24 


touchdowns... Had 41 receptions for 805 yards as a senior... Had 718 yards rushing... 
Averaged 35 yards per kickoff return and 17 yards per punt return. 


DeMario McCall RBWR 5-11 1809 OOOO _ North Ridgeville North Ridgeville 
Ranked No. 2 all-purpose back and No. 44 player nationally by 247Sports Composite... Played 
in U.S. Army All-American Game... Two-time All-State... As a senior, had 621 yards rushing 
and nine touchdowns despite missing four games due to injury... Had 4,519 career rushing 
yards and 69 touchdowns. 


Malcolm Pridgeon 68 32 ©0600 — Centrallslip, NY Nassau Community College 
247Sports Composite rated No. 3 junior college offensive tackle and No. 4 junior college player 
nationally... NJCAA All-American. 


Binjimen Victor WR 64 173 @OOC FL Lauiertale, FL Coconut Creek 
Ranked No. 12 wide receiver and No. 99 player nationally by 247Sports Composite... Played in 
U.S. Army All-American Game... Had 42 receptions for 846 yards and 15 touchdowns as a 
senior... As a junior, had 44 receptions for 811 yards and 12 touchdowns. 


Antonio Williams RB O511 25 GOOG  NewLondon, NC North Stanly 
247Sports Composite rated No. 7 running back nationally and No. 5 player in North Carolina... 
Had 7,999 career rushing yards and 81 touchdowns, averaging 178.8 yards per game... Had 
2,150 yards rushing as a senior and 2,267 yards rushing as a junior. 


dahsen Wint S$ 511 16 O00 Brooklyn, NY Erasmus Hall 
Ranked No. 60 athlete nationally and No. 2 player in New York by 247Sports Composite... USA 
Today All-State. 


Jack Wohlabaugh 64 285 800 Cuyahoga Falls Walsh Jesuit 
enti Composite rated No. 20 offensive guard nationally and No. 16 player in Ohio... 
State. 
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PLAYER PROFILE : BEST AND BRIGHTEST 


Brown Returning to Form after “Freak” Injury : MOS? VALUABLE PLAYER 


OB J.T. BARRETT 
hen Noah Brown was abusing 
\J\f sta during Ohio State’s fall 
camp last year, Urban Meyer would 
come into interview rooms and gush about 
how good, how improved, his receiver was 
as a sophomore. 

To hear Meyer tell it, Brown might have 
been the Buckeyes’ top target, which is 
saying something, considering Michael 
Thomas was still on the roster. 

Then one day last fall — actually on 
the day of wide receiver interviews — 
reporters walked into the Woody Hayes 
Athletic Center and were met with a 
somber tone. Interviews were canceled; 
no explanation was given. Hours later, 
the reason became known: Brown had 
suffered a broken leg. 

“tt was kind of just a freak accident,” 
Brown said this spring. 

It was a routine, no-contact play in which 
Brown went up for a pass, came down awk- 
wardly and suffered a compound fracture. 
His season was over. 

“| try not to watch it anymore,” he said. 
“| try to move on from the injury. I’m not 
hurt anymore.” 

But he wasn’t yet all the way back this 
spring as he continued rehab. 

Ohio State’s top four wide receivers 
all missed spring football: Brown, Corey 
Smith, Dontre Wilson and Curtis Samuel 
all were overcoming injuries. Receivers 
coach Zach Smith said all are supposed 
to be 100 percent by the time fall camp 
starts. 

The question: Can Brown be what he was 
supposed to be last year after having two 
surgeries? 

The answer, apparently, is yes. 

And that would be huge. 

The 6-2, 222-pounder was working in 
Ohio State’s flex position last fall, a valuable 
spot in the Buckeyes’ up-tempo offense 
because it gives the team flexibility to run 
anything in its playbook. 

With Brown on the field, Ohio State 
doesn’t have to replace a speedy play- 


defenses to match up. 


That is why the word used to describe : 
? mer Ohio State DE Joey 


him is “unguardable.” 


“I'm already on my way there right now,” : 
Brown said. “Just because | had an injury 
doesn’t mean | can’t put in hard work and : 
can’t get back to where | was at. | can’t for- : 
get what | did to get there, and improve on : 
: full-go by the beginning of fall camp. ... Has a 
: realistic chance of contributing as a freshman 
: in some capacity. 


that.” 


For more coverage visit lindyssports.com/college-football/hig-ten/ohiostate 


: Though Barrett basically 
? split time with Cardale 

? Jones as the starting 

; quarterback last season, 
: he finished the year with 
? 22 overall touchdowns 

? —11 rushing, 11 passing. 
: ,., Barrett, a redshirt junior, finished fifth in the 
? Heisman Trophy voting in 2014, but he broke 

: his ankle in the season finale against Michigan 
: and missed Ohio State’s national title run. ... 

? Barrett has already been named an Ohio State 
? captain along with center Pat Elflein and line- 
backer Raekwon McMillian. 


i EMERGING STAR 
: RB MIKE WEBER 


? A former four-star 

? prospect from Detroit 

? powerhouse Cass 

? Technical, Weber had 

? a chance of playing as 

? a freshman, but he tore 

? his MCL during fall camp. 
? ... Spent all of the spring 
: competing with senior Bri’onte Dunn to be 

? Ohio State's starting running back. ... Weber 

: will technically begin fall camp No. 2 on the 

: depth chart, but after scoring two TDs in the 
: spring game, the talented freshman has to be 
the favorite to start in Ohio State’s opener. 


: TOP NEWCOMER 
maker or a tight end depending on the situ- : 
ation; he’s versatile enough to stay on the : DEWNICK BOSA 
field and run a route or make a key block. : 
His athleticism is off the charts, especially : 
for his size, and he makes it difficult for : 
: class, Bosa is the 


Rated the No. 1 overall 
strongside defensive end 
in the 2016 recruiting 


younger brother of for- 


Bosa, the third overall pick 
in the 2016 NFL Draft. ... 

Nick tore his ACL during his senior season at 
Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) St. Thomas Aquinas and 
was still rehabbing this summer. He could be 


+ Photos courtesy of Ohio State Athletics. 
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PENN STATE 


a 
u NITTANY LION 


For more coverage of the Nittany Lions, visit pennstate.247Sports.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Joe Moorhead 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Brent Pry 


NICE AND SIMPLE: NITTANY LIONS EAGER FOR A NEW ERA OF OFFENSE 


oe Moorhead had simple goals in his 
first spring as Penn State’s offensive 
coordinator. 

“It's to develop our identity and establish 
our foundation,” Moorhead said. 

That mission was accomplished, if the 
Blue-White Game was any indication. The 
Nittany Lions’ first team operated Moor- 
head’s no-huddle offense with precision and 
decisiveness in the annual intra-squad game. 

Trace McSorley cemented his position as 
the leading candidate to replace Christian 
Hackenberg at quarterback by completing 
23 of 27 passes for 281 yards and four touch- 
downs. Tommy Stevens was 10 of 17 for 100 
yards, including 3-for-3 for 52 yards with the 
first team. 

“This offense has nice, quick, simple, easy 
reads,” McSorley said. “We try to get our ath- 
letes the ball one-on-one in space. It’s really 
just taking advantage of what the defense 
gives you.” 

After stops at Pittsburgh, Georgetown, Ak- 
ron and Connecticut, Moorhead returned to 
Fordham, his alma mater, to become a head 
coach for the first time. He guided the Rams 
to a 38-13 record in four seasons, including 
three consecutive Football Championship 
Subdivision playoff berths, after they had 
four straight losing seasons. 

Under Moorhead’s direction, Fordham 
ranked from seventh to 19th in total offense 
in the FCS from 2013-15, from fifth to 15th 
in scoring, from third to 20th in passing, and 
from 42nd to 70th in rushing. 

The Rams averaged no fewer than 36.8 
points and 453.3 yards per game in any of 
those seasons. 

By comparison, Penn State was no better 
than 101st in scoring (23.2 points per game) 
in the Football Bowl Subdivision and 105th 
in total offense (348.6) in John Donovan’s 
two seasons as offensive coordinator. 

“When we found out we’d be playing in 
this offense, we were pretty excited about it,” 
said wide receiver Saeed Blacknall. “It’s very 
quick to pick apart defenses and drive down 
the field. At any moment, anybody can break 
loose and make a big play. 

“We want to spread the defense and keep 
everyone honest.” 


Seven starters return on offense, including 
1,000-yard rusher Saquon Barkley, 1,101-yard 
receiver Chris Godwin and four linemen. 
Moorhead’s system meshes well with the 
dual-threat abilities of McSorley and Stevens. 

“T think it fits me and Trace well,” Stevens 
said. “We have similar styles. It’s right up our 
alley. It’s really not just for us. We have fast 
receivers who can make plays and a great 
running back. 

“It fits everything we want to do offensive- 
ly. I think we're going to be pretty successful 
with it.” 


OFFENSE 


Penn State coach James Franklin maintains 
that he won’t name a starting quarterback un- 
til after preseason practice begins in August. 

But Trace McSorley solidified his position 
as the leading candidate to succeed Christian 
Hackenberg with his performance in the Blue- 
White Game in April. He was decisive and ac- 
curate while throwing passes from the pocket 
and on the move as he directed new coordina- 
tor Joe Moorhead’s no-huddle offense. 

“He has a stronger arm than people think,” 
Moorhead said. “His decision-making process 
and his knowing where to throw certainly 
helped with his accuracy.” 

The chief competition for McSorley has 
come from Tommy Stevens. Stevens, who 
has superior size at 6-4, 219 pounds, worked 
almost exclusively with the second-team 
offense in the spring game. 

“Tommy really did some nice things,” 
Franklin said. “I thought Trace looked poised, 
looked confident, looked under control.” 

McSorley played sparingly last season until 
he came off the bench in the TaxSlayer Bowl 
when Hackenberg was injured. McSorley 
passed for 142 yards and two touchdowns in 
a 24-17 loss to Georgia. 

“The bowl game was obviously important 
for Trace,” Franklin said. “He really made 
some plays and made tough throws. It was 
great for his confidence.” 

Penn State has plenty of weapons to sur- 
round its quarterback. 

Saquon Barkley set’a Penn State freshman 
record last season with 1,076 rushing yards, 
including 194 against Ohio State. Chris God- 


STADIUM: Beaver Stadium: 107,282 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent "15 Record 
Sept. 3 KENT STATE 3-9 
Sept. 10 at Pittsburgh 8-5 
Sept. 17 TEMPLE 10-4 
Sept. 24 at Michigan 10-3 
Oct. 1 MINNESOTA 6-7 
Oct. 8 MARYLAND 3-9 
Oct. 22 OHIO STATE 12-1 
Oct. 29 at Purdue 2-10 
Nov. 5 lOWA 12-2 
Nov. 12 at Indiana 6-7 
Nov. 19 at Rutgers 4-8 
Nov. 26 MICHIGAN STATE 12-2 


RESULTS 


L at Temple 10-27 
W BUFFALO 27-14 
W RUTGERS 28-3 
W SAN DIEGO STATE 37-21 
WwW ARMY 20-14 
Ww INDIANA 29-7 
iE at Ohio State 10-38 
W _ vs. Maryland (Baltimore, MD) 31-30 
Ww ILLINOIS 39-0 
L at Northwestern 21-23 
L MICHIGAN 16-28 
L at Michigan State 16-55 
TaxSlayer Bowl 
L vs. Georgia 17-24 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 
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AT A GLANCE 


LOCATION: 


State College, Pa. 


2015: 


7-6 overall, 4-4 Big Ten (4th, East) 


COACH: 

James Franklin — At Penn State: 
14-12, 2 years; overall: 38-27, 

5 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 


14; 7 offense, 5 defense, kicker, 
punter 


PLAYERS 10 WATCH: 

QB Trace McSorley, RB Saquon 
Barkley, WR Chris Godwin, 

OT Andrew Nelson, DE Garrett 
Sickels, LB Brandon Bell, LB Nyeem 
Wartman-White, CB Grant Haley 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 


Barkley and Godwin are among the 
best at their positions in the Big Ten. 
McSorley and Tommy Stevens are 
quarterbacks whose skills mesh well 
with the new offense. Defensively, 
the linebackers and secondary have 
experience, talent and depth. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 


The offense has a new coordinator 
and a new quarterback, but its suc- 
cess again hinges on the line, which 
returns four starters after allowing 39 
sacks last year. On defense, replac- 
ing Carl Nassib, Austin Johnson and 
Anthony Zettel will be difficult. 
Kickers and punters continued to 
struggle in the spring. 


KEY LOSSES: 

QB Christian Hackenberg, DE Carl 
Nassib, DT Austin Johnson, 

DT Anthony Zettel, CB Jordan Lucas 


OVERVIEW: 


With Moorhead’s hiring, it seems that 
Penn State finally has an offense that 
fits its quarterbacks. The skill posi- 
tions are deep with Barkley and 
Godwin leading the way. But if the 
Offensive line and defensive line 
struggle, the Lions appear headed 

to another to another middling sev- 
en-win regular season. 


KEY NUMBER: 


Il The (low) number of seniors on the 
roster. 


qd 
BARKLES 


re 
Photo by Steve Beyer 


Marcus Allen 


win caught 69 passes for 1,101 yards, the 
second-highest total in school history. 

The Lions are deep at both positions. 
Mark Allen and Andre Robinson will be be- 
hind Barkley, along with touted freshman 
Miles Sanders. 

“It's very much a system predicated 
upon our ability to run the ball success- 
fully,” Moorhead said. 

Penn State has one of its deepest-ever 
receiving corps, which includes return- 
ing starters DaeSean Hamilton and Saeed 
Blacknall, veterans Brandon Polk and De- 
Andre Thompkins, and redshirt freshmen 
Juwan Johnson and Irvin Charles. 

“We have a bunch of wide receivers who 
have played a lot of ball,” Franklin said. 
“All those reps have really helped them.” 

Four starters return on the line — Andrew 
Nelson, Paris Palmer, Brian Gaia, Brendan 
Mahon — but all of them shifted positions 
in the spring. Tackles Nelson and Palmer 
swapped sides; Gaia moved from guard to 
center; Mahon went from tackle to guard. 


POS 
0B 
RB 
WR 
WR 
WR 
TE 
u 
LG 
C 
RG 
RT 
PK 


STARTER 

Trace McSorley 
Saquon Barkley 
Chris Godwin* 
DaeSean Hamilton* 
Saeed Blacknall 
Mike Gesicki* 
Andrew Nelson* 
Ryan Bates 

Brian Gaia* 
Brendan Mahon* 
Paris Palmer* 
Tyler Davis* 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS 


STARTER 

Garrett Sickels* 
Parker Cothren 

Kevin Givens 

Evan Schwan 
Brandon Bell* 
Nyeem Wartman-White 
Jason Cabinda* 
Grant Haley* 

John Reid 

Malik Golden 

Marcus Allen* 
Daniel Pasquariello* 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


YR. 
So. 
So. 


Jr 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Jt. 
Fr. 
Sr. 
Jt. 
Sr. 
Jr. 


COMMENT 

Had a strong bowl performance off the bench. 

Set PSU freshman rushing record with 1,076 yards. 
No. 2 in Big Ten last season with 1,101 receiving yards, 
Led Lions with six touchdown catches. 

Is a breakout candidate after a terrific spring. 

Looking to put trend of dropped passes behind him. 
Started since freshman debut; has started on both sides. 
Impressed behind the scenes during redshirt year. 
Durable lineman moves from guard. 

Will face stiff competition in August. 

Shifted from left tackle after 2015 struggles. 

Went 8 of 8 on FGs last season, with long of 42. 


COMMENT 

Shows a combination of power and quickness. 
Alabama native finally gets his turn in lineup. 

He was the talk of spring practice on defense. 
Looking for first sack of career; 31 career tackles. 


Very productive in final four games; 12.5 TFLs on season. 


Suffered season-ending knee injury in 2015 opener. 
Led Lions with 100 tackles last year. 

Team-high two interceptions, seven PBUs, last year. 
Intercepted two passes, forced one fumble. 

His interception sealed Maryland win. 

Big things coming; was honorable-mention All-Big Ten. 
Aussie made slight improvement last season. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Tommy Stevens, Fr. 
Mark Allen, So. 
DeAndre Thompkins, So. 
Brandon Polk, So. 
Juwan Johnson, Fr. 
Jonathan Holland, Fr. 
Noah Beh, So. 

Derek Dowrey, Sr. 
Wendy Laurent, Sr. 
Steven Gonzalez, Fr. 
Sterling Jenkins, Fr. 
Joey Julius, So. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Torrence Brown, So. 
Antoine White, So. 
Robert Windsor, Fr. 
Shareef Miller, Fr. 
Manny Bowen, So. 
Jake Cooper, So. 

Von Walker, Sr. 

Amani Oruwariye, So. 
Christian Campbell, Jr. 
Nick Scott, So. 

Troy Apke, Jr. 

Chris Gulla, Jr. 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


Redshirt freshman Ryan Bates is the top 
candidate at left guard. 

“Tlove this offense,” Nelson said. “We’ve 
been having a lot of success. It gives the 
guys a lot of hope right now. We have 
a very positive attitude.” 


DEFENSE 


Garrett Sickels walked into the Penn 
State locker room for the first practice of 
the spring and noticed a difference. 

Sickels used to hang out with fellow de- 
fensive end Carl Nassib and tackles Austin 
Johnson and Anthony Zettel, but those 
guys were all off to the NFL. 

“Last year, I was the youngest player (on 
the defensive line),” Sickels said. “Those 
guys all set the tone for practice, and I'd 
join in with them. This spring is different. 
They've gone onto the next level. Now I’m 
the old guy. Now I’m the leader.” 

Sickels is one of five starters back from a 
unit that finished 14th in the nation in total 
defense. He and Evan Schwan are expected 


to be the starters at end, sandwiching tack- 
les Parker Cothren and Kevin Givens. 

Nassib led the nation with 15.5 sacks 
and won a lot of hardware, including the 
Lombardi Award, the Ted Hendricks Award, 
the Lott IMPACT Trophy and the Big Ten 
Defensive Player of the Year award. John- 
son and Zettel, meanwhile, anchored the 
Penn State defense for the past two seasons 
at tackle. 

“Obviously, Carl Nassib is a big loss for 
us, but we feel really good about the defen- 
sive ends,” Franklin said. 

Givens, a redshirt freshman, was one of 
the stars of spring practice. He arrived at 
Penn State as a 6-1, 230-pound linebacker, 
but has added about 40 pounds. He made 
3.5 tackles for loss, including two sacks, in 
the Blue-White Game. 

“Kevin has been a pleasant surprise,” said 
Brent Pry, who was promoted to defensive 
coordinator after Bob Shoop left for Tennes- 
see, “He was a very raw player coming out 
of high school. He’s got a tremendous work 
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TOP NFL PROSPECTS 


Chris Godwin, WR, Junior (6-1, 208, 4.59) 

NDS Rank: No. 7 WR in class of 2018 

Godwin emerged as the team’s go-to receiving threat as a sophomore with 69 catches for 
1,101 yards and five touchdowns — Penn State's first 1,000-yard receiving season since 
Allen Robinson in 2013. Godwin is capable of the acrobatic grab and could emerge as one 
of the Big Ten’s top pass-catchers if he takes the next step in his development. 


Marcus Allen, FS, Junior (6-2, 208, 4.57) 

NDS Rank: No. 7 FS in class of 2018 

With a combined 19 starts over his first two seasons in State College, Allen enters his junior sea- 
son as one of the most experienced players on the Penn State defense. He finished last season 
second on the team with 81 tackles, adding five tackles for loss and two forced fumbles. Allen 
shows the versatility to play near the line of scrimmage, but also drop and track in reverse. 


Jason Cabinda, LB, Junior (6-1, 237, 4.87) 

NDS Rank: No. 16 OLB in class of 2018 

Cabinda became a sophomore starter in 2015 and did a little bit of everything, leading the 
team with 100 tackles and adding six passes defended, 5.5 tackles for loss and one inter- 
ception. The tone-setter of the Nittany Lions defense, he is a physical, sure tackler with 


experience at both the WILL and MIKE linebacker positions. 


— Dane Brugler, NFLDraftScout.com 


ethic. He really understands the game.” 

The Lions have loads of talented veterans 
at linebacker and in the secondary. Nyeem 
Wartman-White, a starter in 2014 who suf- 
fered a season-ending knee injury in the 
opener last year, will be back at linebacker, 
along with Brandon Bell and Jason Cabinda. 

It was unclear whether Wartman-White 
or Cabinda will be in the middle. 

“Nyeem and Brandon are great leaders 
with a lot of experience,” Pry said. “Jason 
did a tremendous job in the spring, not 
just calling the defense but commanding 
the defense.” 

Cornerback Grant Haley and free safety 
Marcus Allen are back as starters in the sec- 
ondary; they likely will be joined by John 
Reid at corner and Malik Golden at strong 
safety. Christian Campbell, Troy Apke, Koa 
Farmer and former running back Nick Scott 
also will be in the mix. 

“The good thing is that we’re all close,” 
Sickels said. “We know what's expected 
from ‘us. Everyone put their heads down 
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2014 RANKINGS 
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20.6 110 
101.9 117 ishing 34.7 105 


335.3 111 Total 


PER GAME 
18.6 Scoring 


ER GAME 
- 0,38 1-95 +4 + 0.31 


since the first day of spring practice. We’re 
all working hard to get ready for the fall.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Penn State’s special teams have made in- 
cremental improvement in Franklin’s two 
seasons as head coach, but he wants more. 

Franklin has made finding a dependable 
kicker and a punter a top priority. Although 
Joey Julius and Tyler Davis combined to 
make 18 of 20 field goal attempts last year, 
Julius missed four extra points. Both had 
trouble with kickoffs. 

Daniel Pasquariello became the regular 
punter at midseason last year, but he aver- 
aged just 39.9 yards, and the Lions finished 
12th in the Big Ten in net punting. Incom- 
ing freshmen Alex Barbir and Blake Gillikin 
could be factors. 

Nick Scott and Koa Farmer helped Penn 
State rank fifth in the Big Ten in kickoff re- 
turns, but the Lions averaged just 7.1 yards 
on punt returns. DeAndre Thompkins is 
back, but he fumbled a couple of punts. 


2015 RANKINGS 
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Scoring 23.2 101 
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14 
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Brandon Bell 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Penn State will face eight teams that 
made bowl appearances last season, includ- 
ing Ohio State (Fiesta Bowl), Iowa (Rose 
Bowl) and Michigan State (Cotton Bowl). 

The Nittany Lions open at home against 
Kent State before taking on in-state rivals 
Pittsburgh and Temple, which beat Penn 
State last year for the first time since 1941. 
Penn State hasn’t played Pitt since 2000. 

The Lions begin Big Ten play at Michi- 
gan before facing Minnesota and Mary- 
land at home. After a bye week marking 
the halfway point of the season, they meet 
Ohio State at home, Purdue on the road 
and Iowa at home. 

Penn State then makes back-to-back trips 
to Indiana and Rutgers, which are a com- 
bined 3-42 against the Lions, setting up a 
potentially strong finish ... although the 
finale is at home against Michigan State, 
which has won three straight in the series. 

— Rich Scarcella 
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NOTEBOOK 


hen Saquon Barkley emerged as Penn 
Wee: primary running back last year, 

Nick Scott began to think about how then- 
defensive coordinator Bob Shoop would tease him 
to switch to defense. 

Shoop was half-joking, but Scott was fully se- 
rious when he approached Nittany Lions coach 
James Franklin in January. 

“After the season and after how things played out 
at running back, | decided to have a conversation 
with Coach Franklin,” Scott said. “| was interested 
in contributing more from other spots on the field.” 

The 5-11, 195-pound Scott moved to defense, even 
after Shoop left Penn State for Tennessee, with Brent Pry 
being promoted to defensive coordinator. Scott began 
spring practice at comerback before switching to safety. 

“!'m happy and more comfortable with being a 
safety because that's where | played more in high 
school,” he said. “I think it sort of suits me and my 
personality on the field. There are fewer rules, regu- 
lations and reads and more of a see-quarterback, 
see-ball, get-ball sort of deal.” 

Scott is expected to back up strong safety 
Malik Golden. 

¢ Running back Saquon Barkley was held out of 
the Blue-White Game in April for precautionary rea- 
sons. Barkley, Penn State’s leading rusher last year, 
fully participated in spring practice before then. 

Several other Lions did not play in the intra-squad 
scrimmage because of injuries, including four pos- 
sible starters on defense and one on offense. 

Linebackers Nyeem Wartman-White and Bran- 
don Bell, defensive tackle Parker Cothren, safety Troy 
Apke and offensive guard Brendan Mahon did not 
play. Franklin does not provide information on injuries. 

Other prominent players who did not see action in 
the Blue-White Game because of injuries were quar- 
terback Jake Zembiec, wide receiver Irvin Charles, 
linebacker Jake Cooper and kicker Joey Julius. 

® Tight end Brent Wilkerson was dismissed from 
the team in April after being charged in March with 
a misdemeanor count of indecent assault and sum- 
mary harassment. Wilkerson caught six passes for 
39 yards last season. 

Redshirt freshman defensive tackle Kamonte 
Carter was dismissed in April for what was de- 
scribed as a violation of team rules. 


OUTSIDERS VIEW 


“Two major issues face Penn State. No. 1, transition- 
ing from an offense that was built around the talents of 
Christian Hackenberg. What will the new offense look like 
with a James Franklin-recruited quarterback? It will be an 
up-tempo, spread offense, which predicts to be drastically 
different from the recent scheme. How long will this take? 

“Remember the opposite transition at Michigan a few 
years back, when it went from a spread with Denard Rob- 
inson to the pro attack after Denard left? It takes time, and 
sometimes it’s painful. 

The second major factor, regardless of what offensive 
scheme you run, winning the Big Ten East means you have to 
block Michigan's, Michigan State’s and Ohio State’s defensive 
lines. New offensive line coach Matt Limegrover and his group 
will dictate a major part of the progress in Happy Valley.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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NITTANY LIONS SPRING ROSTER 


Quarterback Pos. Ht Wh Yr Hometown 97 RyanBuchholz DE 6-6 260 Fr. Malvern 
16 Billy Fessler QB 5-11 191 So, Erie 55 Kam Carter DE 6-4 305 Fr __ Silver Spring, MD 
9 Trace McSorley QB 6-0 199 So. Ashbum,VA 46 Colin Castagna «DE 6-4 254 So, Barrington, IL 
4 Tommy Stevens 08 64 219 Fr Indianapolis, IN 52 Curtis Cothran DT °=«6-5 262 dt, Newtown 
7 JakeZembiec QB 6-3 202 Fr Rochester,NY 41. Parker Cothren OT 6-4 302 Jn Huntsville, AL 
Running Backs 1 Hometown 30_ Kevin Givens DT 6-1 267 Fr Altoona 
8 Mark Allen RB 5-6 180 So. Hyattsville, MD 48 Shareef Miller DE «6-5 248 Fr. Philadelphia 
26 Saquon Barkley RB 5-11 219 So, Coplay 63 Ryan Monk DT 6-1 279 Fr. Dallas 
32. Irvine Paye RB 5-6 169 Jr, Orange,NJ 94 Evan Schwan DE 6-6 252 Sr. Harrisburg 
6 AndreRobinson RB 5-9 213 Fr, Mechanicsburg 90 GarrettSickels DE 6-4 251 Jr. Red Bank, NJ 
20 Johnathan Thomas RB 5-11 217 So. Peabody,MA 93. Antoine White DT 6-2 283 So. Millville, NJ 
Hometown 54 Robert Windsor OT 6-4 285 Fr. Fond Du Lac, WI 
31 Gordon Bentley WR 6-0 200 Jr Blue Bell Linebackers Pos, Ht Wh Yr Hometown 
13 SaeedBlacknall WR 6-3 212 Jr, Manalapan,NJ- 11. Brandon Bell 1B 6-1 231 Sr ‘Mays Landing, NJ 
85. Irvin Charles WR 6-4 224 Fr, Sicklerville,NJ_ 43 MannyBowen LB 6-1 214 So. Bamegat, NJ 
87 Dan Chisena WR 6-2 182 Fr, Exton 40 JasonCabinda = LBs 6-1-2387. Flemington, NJ 
19 Gregg Garrity WR 5-10 161 Sr Pittsburgh 33. Jake Cooper 1B 6-1 224 So. Doylestown 
12 ChrisGodwin WR 61 208 Jr, Middletown, DE 39. Frank Di Leo LB 5-9 204 Fr. Elmhurst, IL 
5 DaeSean Hamilton WR 6-1 214 Jr, — Fredericksburg,VA 36 Jan Johnson LB 6-2 216 Fr Mohnton 
84 JuwanJohnson WR 6-4 221 Fr, Glassboro, NJ 47 BrandonSmith LB 6-0 231 Jr Winfield 
39 Josh McPhearson WR 5-10 193 Jr. Columbia, MD 51 Jason Vranic 1B 6-0 217 Jr Wheatfield, NY 
10 Brandon Polk WR 5-9 167 So, Ashbum,VA 25. Von Walker 1B 5-11 214 Sr. Mill Hall 
82_TylerShoop sss WR 5-11 176 Fr, Nashville, TN 5 _NyeemWartman-White LB 6-1 252 Sr, Philadelphia 
3 DeAndre Thompkins WR 5-11 192 So, Hubert, NC Hometown 
Tight End Pos. Ht Wt Yr. Hometown 2. Marcus Allen S 6-2 208 Jr. Upper Marlboro, MD 
83 Nick Bowers _—TE/H 6-4 265 Fr._ Kittanning ——-37-_Kyle Alston CB 5-9 181 Jr Robbinsville, NJ 
80 Danny Dalton TEH 6-4 241 Fr. Marshfield, MA 08 Troy Apke Ss 6 205 Jr Mt. Lebanon 
88 Mike Gesicki TE/H 6-6 250 Jr Manahawkin, NJ 32 Joe Berg $ 60 196 So. Grayslake, IL 
18 Jonathan Holland TE/H 6-4 238 Fr. Brandywine, MD {ei Christian Campbell CB 6-1 191 Jr. Phenix City, AL 
89 Tom Pancoast TE/H 6-3 232 Jr West Chester 31 Desi Davis CB 5-11 181 So. Admore 
11. Brent Wilkerson‘ TE/H 6-3 243 Sr, Clinton, MD_ 7 Koa Farmer S 6-1 223 So. Lake View Terrace, CA 
Offensive Linemen Yr Hometown 6 Malik Golden s 6-0 205 Sr. Hartford, CT 
52_ Ryan Bates GiC 6-4 301 Fr. Warrington 45 Grant Haley CB 5-9 184 Jr Atlanta, GA 
60_Noah Beh T__66 286 So, Moscow 44 JarvisMiller = S_—«-2_ 201 Ft Suffield, CT 
75 Brendan Brosnan T 6-6 293 So, Park Ridge, 93 ayron Monroe. —=O«S.~SC«SAT’ 202+‘ Largo, MD 
Bo Adam De Boat AA GCSB “ized Se, State College 21 Amani Oruwariye CB 6-1 204 So. Tampa, FL 
TO Yoen Dooney = — IPB 1.2 208 WA Lititz 16 John Petrishen S$ 6-0 207 Fr. Lower Burrell 
AL EE a ee CB 5-10 188 So. Mount Laurel, Nd 
fensran bas = eT Pasadena, MO 24 Nick Scott CB 5-11 195 So, Fairfax, VA 
74 EvanGalimberti G/C 6-4 271 Jr State College 3 Thoy Shorts re Fr Sicklorvle, Wd 
51 AlexGellerstedt OL 6-6 281 Fr. Dublin, OH 
Sy tad hea 1 aa Union City, ny 12 Jordan Smith CB 5-10 188 Sr. Washington, OC 
ities iota 6b an Pittsburgh 17 Garett Taylor CB 6-0 196 Fr. Richmond, VA 
5 Wendy Laurent C/G 6-2 200 Sr, Hamilton, nj SGI an eee 
70 Brendan Mahon GIG 6-4 316 Jr. Randolph,NJ -«%1_NickBoumerhi_ _PK 5-8 180 _ Fr. Phillipsburg 
66 Connor McGovem OL 6-5 306 Fr. Larksville  97_NickCox ss SN_ 6-0 223 Fr Tampa, FL 
59 Andrew Nelson T 6-6 299 Jr. = Hershey 95 Tyler Davis K/P 5-11 178 Jr St. Charles, IL 
73 Paris Palmer T 67 302 Sr. Plymouth, NC 37 Chris Gulla K/P 6-1 208 Jr Toms River, NJ 
79 CharlieShuman T 6-8 297 So. Pittsford, NY 99 Joey Julius K 5-10 259 = So. Hummelstown 
64 Zach Simpson G 63 285 Fr Hollidaysburg_ 41 Zach Ladonis SN 6-2 237) Jr Nescopeck 
58 ChanceSorell 1 65 293 So. Middletown,0H 92 Daniel Pasquariello P 6-1 208 Jr. Melbourne, Australia 
77 Chasz Wright GIC 6-7 343 So. Woodbridge, VA 96. Kyle Vasey SN 6-2 239 So. Hawley 
Defensive Linemen / Hometown 98 Jordan Wombacker K/P 5-10 167 Fr. Hermitage 
19 Torrence Brown DE 6-3 257 So. Tuscaloosa,AL  44._Tyler Yazujian SN 5-11 253 Sr. Royersford 
oe | Name GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pet Yards TD Long Avg/G 
pats PASSING C.Hackenberg 13 123.9 192 359 6 535 2525 16 59 194.2 
T. McSorley 7 105.3 20 40 0 50.0 185 2 21 26.4 
EWS APU iy Pepe hpancecsnresbaSea aN asa GPALTEC MIDAS ETI oeIEepe ena ac ons Doi oe Bink 
= Name GP No. Yards Avg TD Long Avg/G 
a7 RECEIVING C.Godwin 13 69 1101 160 5 56 847 
= D.Hamilton 13 45 580 129 6 48 446 
=<. | ae cic  UU  SE S S one 
— me GP Att Gain Loss Net Avg TD Long Avg/G 
fem RUSHING S.Barkley 11 182 1145 69 1076 59 7 56 97.8 
as Lynch 16 
= i 
= DEF. LEADERS Tackles: J. Cabinda 100, M. Allen 81, A. Johnson 78 
a Tackles for loss; C. Nassib 19.5, A. Johnson 15, B. Bell 12.5 


Sacks: C. Nassib 15.5, A. Johnson 6.5, B. Bell 5.5 
Interceptions: G. Haley 2, J. Reid 2, six tied with 1 
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PORTS. 


NITTANY LIONS RECRUITING 2016 


Michal Menet 

The nation’s No. 1 offensive guard per the 247Sports 
Composite, the 6-foot-4, 285-pound Reading (Pa.) 

' Exeter Township talent will bolster a unit that has 
struggled the last few seasons. 


Miles Sanders 

The country’s top-ranked running back per the 

. 247Sports Composite rushed for 1,523 yards and 

\ 16 touchdowns as a senior in averaging 11.2 yards 

| per carry for Pittsburgh (Pa.) Woodland Hills. With his 

/ size, balance and speed, Sanders will be tough to keep 
out of the talented running back rotation in year one 
in Happy Valley. 


Shane Simmons 
Should be able to help rush the passer from day one 
and has all the tools to be one of the Big Ten’s best 
\ by the end of his career. The 6-3, 230-pound Simmons 
/ had 82 tackles, including 23 stops for loss, and six 
' sacks as a senior at DeMatha High School in Hyattsville 
(Md.). 


Ss 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


Hometown 


Alex Barbir K 59 15 0800 Cumming, GA South Forsyth 
247Sports Composite rated No. 8 kicker nationally... Two-time All-State... Made 14 of 19 
ield goals attempted in junior and senior seasons. 


Cameron Brown 1B 65 210 @©O@O6 — Burtonsville, MD The Bullis School 
Ranked No. 22 linebacker nationally and No. 10 player in Maryland by 247Sports Composite... 
Played in Semper Fidelis All-American Bowl... Had 260 tackles in three seasons... As a senior, 
had 16 receptions for 350 yards and six touchdowns... Had one interception. 


Tyrell Chavis DL 6&3 25 800 Richmond, VA Nassau Community College 
247Sports Composite rated No. 3 junior college defensive tackle nationally. .. Had 39 tackles (26 solo), 
including 12 tackles for loss, six quarterback sacks and two fumbles caused as a sophomore... As a 
eshman, had 23 tackles, including six tackles for loss, and one fumble caused... Redshirted at Virginia i 
2013... 247Sports rated No. 9 prep player nationally after 2012 season at Fork Union Military Academy. 


TE 64 21 600 Marshfield, MA Marshfield 
Ranked No. 21 tight end nationally and No. 1 player in Massachusetts by 247Sports 
‘omposite... Massachusetts Gatorade Player of the Year... Selected to Semper Fidelis All- 
American Bowl... Had 135 career receptions for 2,002 yards and 23 touchdowns... As a 
senior, had 49 receptions for 702 yards and 11 touchdowns... Had 57 tackles, four quarter- 
back sacks and three interceptions, returning one for touchdown. 


Dae'lun Darien WR 6&4 195 OO6 Baltimore, MD 
247Sports Composite rated No. 32 player in Maryland... All-State... Had 50 receptions for 
00 yards as a senior... Helped team to state championship game as a junior. 


Will Fries OL 66 20 &O6 Cranford, NJ Cranford 
Ranked No. 41 offensive tackle nationally and No. 11 player in New Jersey by 247Sports Composite. .. 


OL 66 21 O00 Dublin, OH Dublin Coffman 
47Sports Composite rated No. 61 offensive tackle nationally and No. 28 player in Ohio... 
|I-State... Also played defensive lineman. 


Blake Gillikin PK 62 182 60060 Smyma, GA Westminster 
anked No. 2 punter nationally by 247Sports Composite... All-State... Helped team to state 
hampionship in 2015... As a senior, made 54 of 54 extra point attempts... Made 16 of 26 
ield goals attempted... Averaged 45.2 yards per punt. 


Anthony Johnson DB 62 10 O80 Cleveland, OH Euclid 
247Sports Composite rated No. 66 player in Ohio... All-State... Had 31 tackles, five intercep- 
ions and 13 passes broken up as a senior... As a junior, had 50 tackles and one interception. 


Ellison Jordan DL 60 280 ©@©©  — UpperMarlboro, MD The Gilman School 
Ranked No. 19 defensive tackle nationally and No. 6 player in Maryland by 247Sports 

omposite... Played in Under Armour All-American Game... Maryland Defensive Player of the 
ear... Two-time All-State... Had 52 career quarterback sacks... As a senior, had 71 tackles, 
including 19 tackles for loss, 17 quarterback sacks, three fumbles caused and a safety. 


Daniel Joseph DL 63 25 8000 Lake Forest, IL Lake Forest Academy 
247Sports Composite rated No. 12 strongside defensive end nationally and No. 3 player in Illinois 
... Selected to Semper Fidelis All-American Bowl... Had 72 tackles, including 25 tackles for loss, 
0 quarterback sacks and two interceptions as a senior... Scored 10 receiving touchdowns. 


a 
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Alex Gellerstedt 

Enrolled early out of Dublin (Ohio) Coffman, the 6-6, 
281-pound Gellerstedt is long and lean and has the 
frame and athleticism to grow into a big-time offen- 
sive tackle at Penn State. 


SLEEPER 


The biggest need on the trail in 2017 for Linebacker U is linebacker as the 
Nittany Lions look for immediate difference-makers at the position. James 
Franklin and the staff will also look to continue building talent and depth 
as the program continues to recover from sanctions. It's always a good 
idea to keep a young running back in the pipeline. 

— By Steve Wiltfong 


2017 NEEDS 


Commitiments 


‘2azsronr= COMPOSITE 
1 7 i'd Via | 


Average Stars 


Total Stars 68 


National Rank: 20 B10; 4 


HL WL Stars Hometown School 


Connor McGovern Oo 65 306 O0800 Larksville Lake-Lehman 
Ranked No. 3 center nationally and No. 7 player in Pennsylvania by 247Sports Composite... 
Selected to U.S. Army All-American Game... All-State. 


Zech McPhearson DB 511 175 ©8008 Columbia, MO Riverdale Baplist School 
247Sports Composite rated No. 32 cornerback nationally and No. 11 player in Maryland... 
Selected to Semper Fidelis All-American Bowl... Had 14 career interceptions... Had more 
an 1,000 all-purpose yards and scored 17 touchdowns in junior and senior seasons. 


Michal Menet OL 64 25 68000 Birishoro Exeter Township Senior 
Ranked No. 1 offensive guard nationally and No. 2 player in Pennsylvania by 247Sports 

‘composite... Selected to Under Armour All-American Game... Three-time All-State... As a 
senior, had 75 tackles, 7.5 quarterback sacks, two fumbles caused and blocked two punts... 
ad 71 tackles, 6.5 quarterback sacks and two fumbles caused as a junior. 


Miles Sanders RB 5-11 19 O88 OOO Pittshurgh Woodland Hills 
247Sports Composite rated No. 1 running back and No, 20 player nationally and No. 1 player in 
Pennsylvania... Participated in Under Armour All-American Game... Two-time All-State... 

elped team to 11-1 record and state championship game in 2015... Had 1,523 yards rushing 
land 16 touchdowns as a senior... As a junior, had 1,132 yards rushing and 18 touchdowns. 


Antonio Shelton DL 62 20 000 Gahanna, OH 

anked No. 63 player in Ohio by 247Sports Composite... As a senior, had 54 tackles, 10.5 
quarterback sacks and two fumbles caused... Had 31 tackles, three quarterback sacks and 
one fumble caused as a junior. 


Shane Simmons DL 63 6000 Laurel, MD DeMatha Catholic 
247Sports Composite rated No. 41 player nationally and No. 1 player in Maryland... 
Selected to Under Armour All-American Game... Two-time All-State... Had 82 tackles, 
including 23 tackles for loss, 16 quarterback sacks and three fumbles caused as a senior... 
.S. Army National Player of the Year in 2013. 


Brenon Thrift DL 63 25 OO Monroeville Lackawanna Community College 
Ranked No. 32 junior college defensive tackle nationally by 247Sports Composite... As a sopho- 
more, had 14 tackles, including 3.5 tackles for loss, and three quarterback sacks. .. Redshirted 

las a freshman at Temple... Ranked No. 71 inside linebacker nationally and No. 49 player in 
ennsylvania after high school by 247Sports Composite... All-State... Had 102 tackles (72 solo), 
16 quarterback sacks and one fumble recovered as a senior... Had 354 career tackles. 


Shaka Toney DL 63 20 800 Philadelphia Imhotep Institute 
247Sports Composite rated No. 19 player in Pennsylvania... All-State... Helped team to 
15-0 record and state championship in 2015... Had 97 tackles, 21 quarterback sacks and 

1 passes broken up as a senior... As a junior, had 80 tackles, including 20 tackles for loss, 
land 15 quarterback sacks. 


Jake Zemblec 0B 63 22 O60 Rochester, NY Aquinas Institute 
Ranked No. 19 pro-style quarterback nationally and No. 1 player in New York by 247Sports 


Pos, 


state championships in 2013 and 2015... Had 6,375 career passing yards and 76 touch- 
downs... As a senior, completed 184 of 269 passes for 3,030 yards and 37 touchdowns. 
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PLAYER PROFILE 


Motivated Godwin Becoming Team Leader 


in the Penn State passing game when 
he was a freshman. 

Well, at least he was until his perfor- 
mance in the Pinstripe Bowl victory over 
Boston College, when he caught seven 
passes for 140 yards and one touchdown. 

He used that game as a springboard into 
last season, when he emerged as the Nit- 
tany Lions’ top receiver with 69 catches 
for 1,101 yards, the second-highest total in 
school history, and five touchdowns. 

“| don’t think it changes my outlook,” 
Godwin said. 

“| try to take a day-by-day mentality. | try 
not to really focus on stats. | base my days 
on if | feel like | got better or if | helped the 
team. I’m not going to sugarcoat anything if 
| feel like | didn’t help my team.” 

That was rare last year when he ranked 
second in the Big Ten with 84.7 yards a 
game and fifth in receptions. His team- 
mates have noticed that he’s not satisfied. 

“It’s his motivation and focus,” corner- 
back Grant Haley said. “He’s trying to per- 
fect his craft. He had a great year last year, 
but he’s going to try to correct any little flaw 
he thinks he has.” 

Godwin and fellow junior DaeSean Hamil- 
ton return as starters and will be the leaders 
of a deep group that includes Saeed Black- 
nall, Brandon Polk and DeAndre Thompkins. 

“| want to try to be a better leader within 
our receiver group as well as with the of- 
fense and the whole team,” Godwin said. 

The 6-1, 208-pound Godwin will be play- 
ing with two new quarterbacks, Trace Mc- 
Sorley and Tommy Stevens, and a new of- 
fensive coordinator, Joe Moorhead, who tries 
to dictate tempo with his no-huddle attack. 

“You hear how fast it is, but you don’t 
really know until you actually experience 
it firsthand,” Godwin said. “We have big 
plays that are happening. We’re turning into 
a more explosive offense.” 

Godwin was explosive last year, posting 
100-yard games against Ohio State, Mary- 


C= Godwin was a secondary option 


Godwin 


Chris 


age after the catch. 


“| think it’s a mindset that you have to 
: ... Made two sacks and 


have,” Godwin said. “As receivers, we don’t 


get too many opportunities to touch the : 
ball. When we do, you have to try to make : 
the most of it. | do whatever | can not to be : 
? chose Penn State over Pittsburgh, Temple and 
Western Michigan. ... Had been committed to 
: Pitt before flipping to the Nittany Lions. 


taken down by one defender.” 


For more coverage visit lindyssports.com/college-football/hig-ten/penn-state 
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_ BEST AND BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


: RB SAQUON BARKLEY 
Barkley set the Penn 

: State freshman record 
? with 1,076 rushing 
yards last year, despite 
: missing two games 

? because of ankle injury. ... 

Named to the All-Big Ten second team by 

? coaches and media. ... Selected to the FWAA, 
? Sporting News and USA Today Freshman All- 
: America teams. ... Ran for season-high 195 

: yards against Rutgers and for 194 yards 

: against Ohio State. ... Ranked second nation- 
: ally in rushing yards among true freshmen. 


: EMERGING STAR 
: WR SREED BLACKNALL 


: The junior wide receiver 

: has only 19 career 

? catches, but he was 

? named the most 

: improved offensive player 
: of spring practice. ... Has 

? size (6-3, 212) and speed to become great. ... 

: Five of his eight receptions last year went for 

: 25 yards or more. ... Had a 59-yard catch vs. 

? Michigan State. ... Started three games in 

2015. ... Was rated a four-star recruit by all 

: the major services. 


a: TOP NEWCOMER 
: DT KEVIN GIVENS 


: Enjoyed impressive sprin 
land, Northwestern, Michigan State and : adele: Ms 2 
Georgia and gaining large chunks of yard- : SRR A SHON 
ea St yare- candidate to start at 


a defensive tackle spot. 


3.5 tackles for loss in spring 
game. ... Redshirted last year after being 
recruited as a linebacker. ... Three-star recruit 


: Photos courtesy of Penn State Athletics. 
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MAC rank: 2 Record: 8-6 


HUSKIES at a GLANCE 


LOCATION; DeKalb, Il. 

COACH: Rod Carey — At Northern Illinois and overall: 31-12, 
4 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mike Uremovich 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Kevin Kane 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2014 

LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2007 

RETURNING STARTERS: 12; 6 offense, 4 defense, kicker, 
punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Drew Hare, RB Joel Bouagnon, 
WR Kenny Golladay, WR Aregeros Turner, LT Levon Myers, 
DT Mario Jones, CB Shawun Lurry, K Christian Hagan 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Hare is a stabilizing force for an 
offense that struggled without their leader late last season. 
The combination of Golladay and Turner and some younger 
receivers is deadly. All of last season's RBs are back as well; 
the Huskies will score points in bunches. Lurry came out of 
nowhere to earn All-American honors last season. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The returnees at defensive line and 
linebacker are somewhat shaky compared to past teams. The 
graduation of LB Boomer Mays is a big blow to an already 
fragile front seven. How the offensive line develops after los- 
ing a pair of four-year starters in Aidan Conlon and Andrew 
Ness is an area to watch. 


OFFENSE 

Any talk about how the offense took a step back last 
season has to start with the historically bad run of inju- 
ries at quarterback. Three quarterbacks, including starter 
Drew Hare, were sidelined with season-ending injuries. 

Hare, a senior, is the unquestioned starter despite 
sitting out the spring with lingering effects from his 
ruptured Achilles’ heel. Ryan Graham and Tommy 
Fiedler gained valuable experience starting last sea- 
son at quarterback. 

Mike Uremovich returns to Northern Illinois as the 
offensive coordinator following a stint at North Caro- 
lina State, and finding suitable weapons around the 
quarterback is not a problem. 

Senior Joel Bouagnon headlines a deep cast of run- 
ning backs that welcomes back Keith Harris following 
an injury in 2015. Kenny Golladay, Aregeros Turner 
and Chad Beebe form a deadly trio at wide receiver, 
with underclassmen D.J. Brown, Spencer Tears and 
Andrew Parchment also in the mix. 

The line loses leadership and durability with four- 
year starters Aidan Conlon and Andrew Ness ex- 
hausting their eligibility. Sophomore right tackle Max 
Scharping is a potential breakout player among the 
returning O-linemen. 


DEFENSE 

The defense came unhinged late last season — partly 
due to the pressure of stopping teams because of the 
Huskies’ inexperience at quarterback. Coach Rod Carey 
then hired Kevin Kane to take over coordinator duties. 

The Huskies’ 4-3 defense will rely on some new 
faces to carry the load. 

The front four is led by end Ladell Fleming but does 
not have any standouts, although their combined tal- 
ent might be an upgrade over last season’s squad. 
Finding a suitable replacement for linebacker Boomer 
Mays is a high priority. 

Sean Folliard, Renard Cheren and Jawuan Johnson 
will get the majority of reps at the three linebacker spots. 


EE 
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MAC record: 


“Many schools in our conference would 

love to call winning a divisional title and 

playing in a bowl game a drop-off season.” 
— Anonymous MAC head coach on NIU 


All-American junior cornerback Shawun Lurry 
intercepted nine passes last season, so look for oppo- 
nents to stay away from his side. Former Iowa recruit 
Jalen Embry could emerge on the other side. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Christian Hagan is back after another productive 
season at kicker (14 of 18 field goal attempts). Jake 
Ambrose, a California native, struggled punting in the 
cold last season, according to Carey, finishing with a 
37.9-yard average. Turner is capable of breaking a long 
kick return at any time, while Beebe is healthy and set 
to handle the punt return duties. 


OVERVIEW 

Northern Illinois is highly focused on reversing the 
sting from losing its final three games to end with an 
8-6 record, including its fourth straight bowl loss. The 
Huskies have plenty of depth at quarterback, running 
back and wide receiver. The front seven of the defense 
is unproven, but talented. Lurry is the real deal at cor- 
nerback, and teams will find throwing the ball against 
NIU’s secondary a tough task. 

The Huskies have one of their easiest schedules in 
over a decade, with no powerhouse BCS opponent, and 
conference games against Central Michigan, Bowling 
Green and Toledo headlining a four-game home stretch. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


CB Jalen Embry: The former lowa standout imme- 
diately infuses the secondary with some experience 
and playmaking skills. Embry could eventually team up 
with All-American Shawun Lurry to form a lock-down 
duo that will solidify the secondary. 


Stadium: Huskie Stadium { 


= NORTHERN ILLINOIS | HUSRIES 


By Bob Narang 


2016 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB 12 | Drew Hare* 6-1 218 Sr. 
RB 28 | Joel Bouagnon® 6-2 228 Sr. 
WR 82 | Chad Beebe 5-9 184 Sr. 
WR 19 | Kenny Golladay* 6-4 213 Sr. 
WR 22 | Aregeros Turner §-11 172 Sr. 
TE 35 | Shane Wimann 6-4 252 Jr. 
LT 71 | Levon Myers* 6-5 309 Sr. 
LG 70 | Josh Ruka* 6-5 312 Sr. 
C 64 | Luke Shively 6-2 285 So. 
RG 74 | Lincoln Howard 6-5 307 Sr. 
RT 73 | Max Scharping* 6-6 311 So. 
DEFENSE 

DE 95 | Ruben Dunbar 6-3 270 Jr. 
DT 92 | Mario Jones* 6-0 281 Sr. 
NG 90 | William Lee 6-2 304 Jr. 
DE 8 | Ladell Fleming 6-0 236 Sr. 
LB 27 | Jawuan Johnson 5-11 217 So. 
LB 33 | Jamaal Payton 6-0 228 Sr. 
LB 40 Sean Folliard* 6-2 226 Sr. 
CB 18 | Shawun Lurry* 5-8 180 Jr. 
CB 1 | Albert Smalls 6-1 202 Jr. 
SS 24 | Brandon Mayes* 5-11 190 Jr. 
FS 9 | Elijah Campbell 6-0 195 Jr. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 34 | Christian Hagan* 6-0 185 Jr. 
P 15 | Jake Ambrose* 5-10 178 Sr. 
°Returning starters in Bold 


2016 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 22 
Nov. 1 
Nov. 9 
Nov. 16 
Nov. 25 


at Wyoming 

at South Florida 
SAN DIEGO STATE 
WESTERN ILLINOIS 
at Ball State 

at Western Michigan 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
BUFFALO 

BOWLING GREEN 
TOLEDO 

at Eastern Michigan 
at Kent State 


2015 RESULTS 


Ww UNLV 38-30 
Ww MURRAY STATE 57-26 
L at Ohio State 13-20 
L at Boston College 14-17 
L at Central Michigan 19-29 
Ww BALL STATE 59-41 
Ww at Miami (OH) 45-12 
Ww EASTERN MICHIGAN 49-21 
Ww at Toledo 32-27 
w at Buffalo 41-30 
Ww WESTERN MICHIGAN 27-19 
L OHIO 21-26 
MAC Championship Game 
L Bowling Green 14-34 
Poinsettia Bowl 
L vs. Boise State 7-55 
2015 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PER GAME RANE 
Scoring 311 52 
Rushing 190.1 41 
Passing 208.4 B1 
Total 398.5 66 
DEFENSE PER GAME RANE 
Scoring 27.6 73 
Rushing 174.7 71 
Passing 243.6 90 
Total 418.3 87 
TOMARGIN PERGAME RANE 
+2 +014 57 
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PURDUE 


[=) 
[m) 


For more coverage of the Boilermakers, visit purdue.247Sports.com 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Terry Malone DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Ross Els, Marcus Freeman STADIUM: Ross-Ade: 62,500 


BOILERS HAVE TO HEAT UP TO GET HAZELL OFF HOT SEAT SCHEDULE 


| appears that 2016 is now or never for OFFENSE Date Opponent "15 Record 
fourth-year coach Darrell Hazell. s ; Sept.3 EASTERN KENTUCKY 6-5 
Athletic director Morgan Burke, who While redshirt sophomore quarterback Da- Sept. 10 CINCINNATI 1-6 
will retire during the summer of 2017, has Vid Blough, who started eight games in 2015, Sept. 24 NEVADA 7-6 
remained anchored in Hazell’s corner. But ‘00K the majority of the first-team snaps in _ om 
if the Boilermakers don’t make dramatic the spring, Hazell plans to wait until August Oct. 1 SL Mann ‘ 
improvement this fall, the administration  >efore deciding between Blough and redshirt atl cache a 
might move quickly to replace Hazell, who is _{Teshman Elijah Sindelar. REND IOWA tee 
6-30 overall and only 2-22 in Big Ten games. Sindelar was impressive in the spring game, Oct. 22 at Nebraska 6-7 
Hazell likely saved his job in late Novem- throwing a 35-yard touchdown pass to wide Oct. 29 PENN STATE 7-6 
ber when he fired offensive coordinator John ‘ceiver Gregory Phillips with 23 seconds Nov. 5 at Minnesota 6-7 
Shoop and defensive coordinator Greg Hud- @Maining for the game-winning points. Nov.12 NORTHWESTERN 10-3 
son. He promoted Terry Malone, who was “Sindelar is a player with lots of ability and Nov. 19 WISCONSIN 10-3 
Purdue's tight ends coach, and installed co- 8004 enough feet to get himself out of trou- Nov, 26 at Indiana 6-7 


defensive coordinators — Ross Els and Marcus 
Freeman, who was coaching the linebackers. 

In all, Hazell’s 2016 staff includes five new 
assistant coaches. 


ble,” Hazell said. 

Blough completed 169 of 293 passes for 
1,574 yards, with 10 touchdowns and eight 
interceptions last season. He suffered a con- 
cussion in a Nov. 21 loss at Iowa and was un- 


RESULTS 


With sagging attendance — only 37,152 ; ‘ L at Marshall 31-41 
attended the tradition-rich Old Oaken Buck- ble to play in the season-ending 54-36 loss 
et game against rival Indiana last November ‘° aca ; W INDIANA STATE 38-14 
in Purdue’s 57,236-seat Ross-Ade Stadium  Blough’s only conference win came | | VIRGINIATECH 24-51 
— Hazell’s job security, to say the least, is in against Nebraska when the Cornhuskers 
jeopardy. played without injured starting quarter- L BOWLING GREEN 28-35 
While some strides were made during =e ear fe Oey * 3 L at Michigan State 21-24 
: F : ; i to a strengt! 
spring practice, the Boilermakers will enter = “U™NINg back appeare os 
the season with question marks at quarter- With sophomore Markell Jones and junior DJ. L MINNESOTA 13-41 
back, cornerback, defensive end and, toade- Knox, but ae a torn me ome = L at Wisconsin 7-24 
ive |i i t certainly will be red- 
gree, along the offensive line. SEUSS are caus ) 
Considering that 2015 starting corner- shirted after pn derecing surgery in May. W NEBRASKA 55-45 
backs Frankie Williams and Anthony Brown Jones — Indiana’s 2014 Mr. Football from Co- L ILLINOIS 14-48 
i+ eligibili i lumbus East High School — rushed 168 times 
have exhausted their eligibility, that position 8 L at Northwestern 14-21 
may be most problematic for a team coming 0 875 yards and 10 touchdowns oe freshman, 
off a 2-10 season. Williams and Brown com- He was eighth among Big Ten running backs in L at lowa 20-40 
bined for seven interceptions and more than 2015, averaging 72.9 yards per game. L INDIANA 36-54 


100 tackles last season. 

Junior linebacker Ja’Whaun Bentley said 
he likes how the Boilermakers are playing for 
new coordinator Els. 

“We have taken some huge strides for- 
ward,” Bentley said. “We have some new 
guys who have stepped into roles and who 
have adjusted to a new system.” 

Hazell said fans will notice obvious chang- 
es in the way Purdue plays this season. 

“We have simplified things to ensure that 
guys can play faster this fall,” Hazell said. 
“You also want to find out which guys will 
play fast when the lights are on and who will 
execute their assignments.” 
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With Knox hurt, redshirt freshmen Tario 
Fuller and 252-pound Richie Worship, along 
with junior Keyante Green, likely will back 
up Jones. 

Even with a solid season from Jones, Pur- 
due ranked 13th among the Big Ten’s 14 
teams in rushing at 131.3 yards per game. 

While Purdue loses top receiver Danny 
Anthrop, who signed a free agent contract 
with the Indianapolis Colts, the Boilermakers 
have a relatively experienced receiving corps, 
led by senior DeAngelo Yancey, who caught 
48 passes for a team-best 700 yards and five 
touchdowns last season. 

Domonique Young made 21 receptions for 
276 yards last fall. Phillips had 13 receptions 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 


* 0 10 
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AT A GLANCE 


West Lafayette, Ind. 
2-10 overall, 1-7 Big Ten (7th, West) 


Darrell Hazell — At Purdue: 6-30, 
3 years; overall: 22-40, 5 years 


17; 8 offense, 8 defense, punter 


QB David Blough, RB Markell Jones, 
WR DeAngelo Yancey, WR Cameron 
Posey, LG Jason King, DT Jake 
Replogle, LB Ja’Whaun Bentley, 

LB Danny Ezechukwu, S Leroy Clark 


If Blough takes the next step at quar- 
terback, he, Jones and Yancey should 
give the Purdue offense three solid 
playmakers. Defensively, Replogle, 
Bentley and Ezechukwu are All-Big Ten- 
caliber players with excellent noses for 
the football. 


With the exception of Clark, the sec- 
ondary could be picked on early and 
often. The defensive end position needs 
to apply more of a pass rush, and the 
offensive line will feature three new 
starters, two of whom are sophomores 
and the other is a redshirt freshman. 
Placekicking duties may fall to incom- 
ing freshman J.D. Dellinger. 


WR Danny Anthrop, 
C Robert Kugler, LT David Hedelin, 
NG Ryan Watson, CB Frankie Williams, 
CB Anthony Brown, PK Paul Griggs 


Hazell likely will be coaching to save his 
job in 2016. He hired new offensive and 
defensive coordinators and streamlined 
both schemes, but Purdue still is lacking 
talent at several key positions, including 
the secondary. There’s nothing here to 
suggest Purdue will finish anything other 
than last in the Big Ten West. 


— The number of games Purdue has 
won in November during Hazell’s first 
three seasons, including an 0-3 record 
against rival Indiana. 


Jake Replogle 


for 142 yards. 

In a surprising spring development, red- 
shirt freshman Matt McCann beat out re- 
turning starter Cameron Cermin at right 
tackle. Sophomore Kirk Barron will move 
in as the starting center for the graduated 
Robert Kugler. 

Sophomore Martesse Patterson will start 
at left tackle, joining returning left guard 
Jason King, a fifth-year senior, and return- 
ing right guard Jordan Roos, another fifth- 
year senior. 

Hazell said Purdue will have 18 offensive 
linemen, including walk-ons, in camp this fall. 

“McCann is a young guy who has a lot of 
promise,” Hazell said. “I am really pleased with 
how he has played in our spring practices.” 


DEFENSE 


The good news for the defense is that 
eight starters return from 2015. The bad 
news is that defense ranked 12th in the Big 
Ten, giving up 458.3 yards per game — 6.1 
yards each time the ball was snapped. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS STARTER YR. 
QB David Blough* 
RB Markell Jones* 
WR DeAngelo Yancey* Sr. 
WR Cameron Posey* Sr. 
WR = Domonique Young* ~— Sy. 
TE Cole Herdman So. 
LT _ Martesse Patterson 
LG Jason King* Sr. 
C Kirk Barron 
RG Jordan Roos* Sr. 
RT —_— Matt McCann Fr. 
PK —_J.D. Dellinger Fr. 


COMMENT 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


So. The coaching staff hopes he is “the guy.” 

So. Averaged almost 73 yards rushing yards per game. 
Had team-high 700 receiving yards as a junior. 
Made 26 catches last season, one for a TD. 
Had 21 catches for 276 yards last season. 

Big target with good hands. 

So. Will replace veteran David Hedelin. 

Has been a starter for the past 2.5 seasons. 
So. — Will be asked to replace Robert Kugler. 
Returning as a second-year starter. 

Impressive freshman won the job in the spring. 
He's a big recruit from North Carolina. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Elijah Sindelar, Fr. 
Richie Worship, Fr. 
Gregory Phillips, Jr. 
Bilal Marshall, Sr. 

Dan Monteroso, Sr. 
Brycen Hopkins, Fr. 
Peyton Truitt, Fr. 
Johnny Daniels, Jr. 
Bearooz Yacoobi, So. 
Eric Swingler, So. 
Cameron Cermin, Sr.* 
Tyler Duncan, So. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER YR. 
DE —_ Gelen Robinson* Je. 
DT Jake Replogle* Sr. 
DT —_Ra’Zahn Howard Sr. 
DE Evan Panfil* Sr. 
LB Danny Ezechukwu* Jr. 
LB _Ja’Whaun Bentley Jr. 
LB Jimmy Herman* Sr. 

Da’Wan Hunte 

Tim Cason 

Leroy Clark* 

Robert Gregory* 

Joe Schopper* 

*Returning Starter in Bold 


COMMENT 


Purdue's defense will be led by Lindy’s pre- 
season All-Big Ten tackle Jake Replogle, who 
finished last season with 60 tackles, includ- 
ing 14 for loss. In the Indiana game, Replogle 
made 11 tackles, including 2.5 for loss. 

The Boilermakers also are well positioned 
at linebacker, led by junior Ja’Whaun Bent- 
ley, who missed the season’s final seven 
games with a torn ACL. He managed to 
make 49 tackles, including 7.5 for loss, in 
the five games he played. 

Danny Ezechukwu, who made 79 tackles 
last season, and Jimmy Herman, who made 
41 tackles, are returning starters at line- 
backer. Andy James Garcia stepped in when 
Bentley was injured and made 63 tackles. 
Sophomore Markus Bailey, who was in- 
jured in the season’s third game, provides 
linebacker depth after making 12 tackles in 
limited 2015 action. 

Austin Larkin, a junior college transfer 
who enrolled in January, was one of the 
spring’s most impressive players and is push- 
ing returning starter Gelen Robinson — the 


Had 32 tackles as a sophomore. 

NFL talent; has 24.5 tackles for loss in past two years. 
Has a lot of tools, but was suspended in the spring. 
Made 30 tackles in 2015, including four sacks. 
Finished last season with 79 tackles. 

Had 49 tackles before ACL injury in 2015. 

Made 41 tackles last season. 

Had 18 tackles in limited duty last year. 

Young guy is a strong cover corner. 

Two picks and 88 tackles last season. 

Physical force; had 50 tackles in 2015. 

Averaged 40.2 yards on 58 kicks last year. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Austin Larkin, Jr. 
Eddy Wilson, So. 
Keiwan Jones, So. 
Antoine Miles, Jr. 
Markus Bailey, So. 
Andy James Garcia, Sr.* 
Evan Pulliam, Sr. 
Myles Norwood, Jr. 
Evyn Cooper, Fr. 
Austin Logan, Sr. 
Brandon Roberts, So. 
Jake Herr, Fr. 


son of former NBA star Glenn Robinson — 
for the starting defensive end spot opposite 
senior Evan Panfil, another returning starter. 

Purdue lacked a strong pass rush last sea- 
son, making Larkin’s addition one of the 
happiest developments. 

“I think it is very important that we got 
Austin,” Hazell said. “It gives us a little 
more depth at that spot, although he is still 
feeling his way a little bit. 

“It has been a good battle between him 
and Gelen. Those guys are going to have to 
be good pass rushers for us and be able to 
hold the edge. He is still learning the new 
system, but we are glad to have Austin.” 

Junior Da’Wan Hunte, who finished last 
season with 18 tackles as a backup, won 
one starting cornerback position in the 
spring as the team tries to fill the holes cre- 
ated by the departures of Frankie Williams 
and Anthony Brown. 

Sophomore Tim Cason, junior Myles 
Norwood, redshirt freshman Mike Little 
and junior college transfer Kamal Hardy are 


CC Oo rr ::_—__00— OO —— 
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NDS Rank: No. 13 OLB in class of 2018 


Robinson, who is the son of former Purdue great and NBA No. 1 overall pick Glenn Robinson, 
has been a multi-sport athlete over his career, but 2016 will be the first time in his life that 
he will focus primarily on football. He flashes the first-step burst and core strength needed 
for a rush end, but now he needs to translate his skills to consistent production. 


NDS Rank: No. 24 DT in class of 2017 


Replogle was the only Purdue defender to post double-digit tackles for loss last season last 
season, finishing his junior season with 14 stops in the backfield. He has a tweener skill-set, 
and he lines up everywhere on the defensive line for the Boilermakers, reminding some 
scouts of former Penn State lineman Anthony Zettel due to his relentless nature. 


NDS Rank: No. 34 WR in class of 2017 


The top returning receiver for Purdue, Yancey led the Boilermakers with 700 yards receiving 
and five touchdown grabs last season. He is well-built with adequate straight-line speed and 
tracking skills to stack cornerbacks and be a downfield threat. The quarterback-receiver 

connection of David Blough-to-Yancey will be critical for the Boilermakers’ success in 2016. 


battling for the second starting corner job. 

“Hunte has established his position,” 
Hazell said. “But not so much on the other 
side. We have some bodies out there, and 
with all the substitution packages that we 
have, we will need all of those guys.” 

Bentley said he was intrigued by the 
spring competition to replace Williams and 
Brown. 

“The experience Hunte got last season 
gave him a leg up,” Bentley said. “There’s 
definitely a battle going on at the other 
corner position. A lot of guys have gotten 
a chance at the other corner.” 

At safety, Leroy Clark, who made 88 tack- 
les to go with two interceptions last season, 
and Robert Gregory, who made SO tackles 
but struggled in pass coverage, are return- 
ing starters. Sophomore Brandon Roberts 
will be a solid backup to Clark and Gregory. 

“There are a lot of important positions, 
but cornerback certainly is one for us,” 


2013 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 14.9 119 
Rushing 67,1 122 
Passing 215.8 122 
Total 282.9 119 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 38.0 111 
Rushing 235.4 114 
Passing 224.5 55 
Total 459.9 104 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
-3 - 0.3 


RANK 
1-79 -5 


2014 RANKINGS 


PER GAME 
23.8 95 
157.2 71 
187.4 101 
344.6 108 


PER GAME 
31.7 97 
192.1 91 
223.9 55 
416.0 80 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
- 0.42 100 -§ 


— Dane Brugler, NFLDraftScout.com 


Hazell said. “Some of these young guys 
have to step up. That is what it is all about.” 

Opponents scored at least 41 points sev- 
en times last season, including 45, 48, 40 
and $4 in four of the final five games. 


Purdue has a solid punter in sophomore 
Joe Schopper, who averaged 40.2 yards on 
58 punts in 2015, including a long of 69 
yards. In the spring game, Schopper aver- 
aged $1.3 yards per punt. 

The placekicking duties will be deter- 
mined in fall camp and could go to incom- 
ing freshman J.D. Dellinger from North 
Carolina. Sophomore Tyler Duncan, red- 
shirt freshman Myles Homan and redshirt 
freshman Brian Bravo are expected to chal- 
lenge Dellinger. 

Receivers Cameron Posey and Dan Mon- 
teroso likely will handle punt-return du- 
ties. Monteroso and freshman receiver Jack 


2015 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 25.1 92 
Rushing 131.3 108 
Passing 237.3 54 
Total 368.6 95 


RANK 


RANK DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 


Total 


PERGAME RANK 
36.5 111 
214.9 108 
243.4 89 
458.3 110 


RANK TO MARGIN PER GAME 


- 0.42 


RANK 
T-100 


Wegher will be the primary kickoff return 
specialists. 


Purdue’s 2016 opponents posted a col- 
lective 85-67 record in 2015, and the Boil- 
ermakers will play five of their nine Big Ten 
games on the road. They start conference 
play with consecutive road games at Mary- 
land and Illinois. 

Non-conference opponents Eastern 
Kentucky, Cincinnati and Nevada each 
posted a winning record in 2015. The 
Bearcats have talent on offense, and 
don’t sleep on the Wolfpack, which re- 
turns 16 starters from a 7-6 team that 
won a bowl game. 

Purdue’s four Big Ten home games — 
Iowa, Penn State, Northwestern and Wis- 
consin — are against foes who participated 
in a bowl game. 

The Boilermakers finish the season at 
Indiana, which has beaten Purdue three 
consecutive times. 

Improving on last season’s 2-10 record 
is a must if Hazell hopes to be the Boiler- 
makers coach in 2017, but winning more 
than three or four likely will be difficult for 
a team that has many questions to answer 
on each side of the ball. 

— Jeff Washburn 


See eee ee ee eee ee eee 
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NOTEBOOK 


BOILERMAKERS SPRING ROSTER 


Quarterback Pos. Ht WL ; 59 Langston Newton DE 6-3 275 Sr. Indianapolis 
19. Aaron Banks QB 6-4 202 So. Indianapolis 95 Evan Panfil DE 6-5 268 Sr. New Lenox, Ik 
urdue appeared set to come away from spring 11_ David Blough QB 6-1 205 So. Carroltton, TX 54 Jake Replogle OT 6-5 294 Sr. Centerville, OH 
Pisce relatively injury free until junior run- 2 Elijah Sindelar 0B 6-4 226 Fr Princeton, KY_ 13 Gelen Robinson RE 6-1 265 Jr. Schererville 
ning back D.J. Knox tore his left ACL while Running Bards vr SS 91 ChazmynTumer RE G-5—-257_~*Fr. ~—=— Mooresville, NC 
planting to make a cut on the Ross-Ade Stadium 45 Lane Beeler RB 5-10 226 So. Westpoint 18 Eddy Wilson DT 6-4 306 So. _ Pontiac, Ml 
turf during the spring game. 4 Keith Byars Il RB 5-10 197 Jr. Boca Raton, FL r 
Knox had had a terrific spring and had carried 25 Tario Fuller RB 6-0 192 Fr. Sugar Hills, GA 21 Markus Bailey LB 6-1 230 So. Columbus, OH 
eight times for 58 yards in the spring game until 23 KeyanteGreen AB 5-9 225 Jr. McDonough, GA_ 4 Ja'Whaun Bentley LB 6-2 250 Jt, Glenarden, MD 
his injury. 8 Markell Jones RB 5-11 211 So. Columbus 55 Wyatt Cook LB 6-2 240 Fr Westminster, MD 
“After that, the whole emotion of the game 1 Dw. Knox RB 5-7 206 Jr. Fairburm,GA_- >> sawyer Dawson 1B 6-1 233 Fr Lakeland, FL 
was gone,” said Sophomore running back Markell 36 Richie Worship RB 6-1 252 Fr, Cleveland, OH 36 Danny Ezechukwu LB 62 251 Jn Lithonia, GA 
espa Hie pth i a brother when something 28 David Yancey Lf 5-10 220 Jr, Schererville iO Thm Faleon ipsa" ais Fe Tallahassee, FL_ 
Knox almost certainly will take a redshirt season, 80 Jamett Burgess WR 6-2 216 So. tei: ee Cormel 
¢ The spring was sort of Purdue’s version of 83 Malcolm Dotson WR 62 200 Fr. pers ey UL ee ie 
“Getting to Know You” with three new coordina- 82 Alex Hilger WR 62 196 So. Natick; Mase, © 22 ASdy Sornes Biencia 180" '231_ Sr. Baw, Fh 
tors and a total of five new assistants on Darrell 21 Anthony Mahoungou WR 6-3 210 Jr. Falla Rrinods, (12 erwen FhComgbel LE 2S 220.2, pomorbeet, OF 
Hazell’s staff. 3. Bilal Marshall WR 6-2. 201 Sr. Miami;FL_ -32_EvanPullam _(B 62 225 SF. indianapolis 
“We have to be able to run our new systems,” 9 DanMonteroso WR 6-3 192 Sr, _ Saint Clairsville, OH Dete = a —— 
Hazell said, noting a simplified offense and a new 10 Gregory Phillips WR 6-0 196 Jr Lithonia,GA_ 25 _Antonio Blackmon CB 6-0 191 _So._ Fort Wayne 
defensive philosophy that features attacking more 18 Cameron Posey WR 6-1 192 Sr, Boca Raton,FL -24_‘Tim Cason S__ 5-11 195 So. Clarkston, Mi 
than simply reacting. 22 Jack Wegher WR 5-9 195 Fr. Sioux City,SD 15. Andy Chelf S$ 6-0 190 Fr Southlake, TX 
“We also still have to locate some special teams 7 DeAngelo Yancey WR 6-2 216 Sr. Atlanta,GA —3_Leroy Clark $510 197_ Sr, Miami, FL 
guys that can make impacts. We have to be able to 5 Domonique Young WR 6-3 210 Sr. LosAngeles,CA 35 Wes Cook S 5-10 197 Jr _ Westminster, MD_ 
win every situation.” Tight Ends 12 EvynCooper Ss CB.s«G-2_ 195 Fr, Buford, GA 
_® Ground was broken on April 15 for a new $60 88 ColeHerdman TE 6-4 238 So, Leesburg,VA 27 DavidDay Ss CB. «S-9 182 Ft Indianapolis 
million football performance building adjacent to 89 Brycen Hopkins TE 6-5 251 Fr, Nashwille,TN 30 Cody Denton CB 5-11 170. So. Fracesville 
Purdue’s indoor and outdoor practice facilities. 84 Jess Trussell TE 66 237 Fr. Adlington,TX 7 Robert Gregory §+~=«G+1 231. Chicago, IL 
Former Purdue quarterback Drew Brees has do- Ofiensive Linemen -: Es Kamel Hardy cB Blt at ry “Pe broke Pines, FL 
esis bahia and is helping raise funds to 53 Kirk Barron OG/C 6-2 310 So. Mishawaka 34. Ronnie Hill $60 185 Fr Indianapolis 
b 66 CameronCermin OT 6-5 310 Sr. _ College Station, TX . 
The state-of-the-art facility should help Pur- 64 Johnny Daniels OL 6-3 301 Jr, Chicago, IL 2 os = ia = : — 
due recruit better athletes to the program, which | 7 Jasonking 0G 64 S10 Sr Life Rock, AR oma 
has ranked last in the Big Ten in the past two | 79 wattmecam OL 66 a2 Fr an ee lh AO Revtel CA 
years, according to the 247Sports Composite. | 55 wichael Mendez OL 64 302 fr LosFresnos,1x.  -—vusutogan_§ 60 200 St __ Tallahassee, FL 
The Boilermakers ranked second-to-last in the 7A Martesse Patterson OL 63 340 So, or I al han Es Si Arfengion, TX 
2014 and 2013. a tinkea ee 0 64 an Celina, x _Prandon Roberts _$ 5-11 198 So. Naylor, GA 
“A winning football program does so much for 60 Eric Swingler OL 65 305 So. Munster 20 David Rose CB 6-0 186 Fr. —=_ 
the rest of the university, Brees said ina state- 68 Peyton Truitt O68 5 West Lafayette 41_JacobThieneman _$ 6-0 205 So. Noblesville 
ment. It increases our applicant pool; it brings 50 Bearooz Yacoobl OL 65 297 So. Dearborn, Ml sk Ht Wh Ye Aeimetpwr 
in more talent, not just on the football side but in ae ee eee crowns 98 BrianBravo —-K_—6-2_180_ ‘FF. North Aurora, IL 
with academics.” +7 Wed iroein Bie Caan ie Boutte, LA 49 TylerDuncan -K —‘5-11 190 So Danville, CA 
© Cornerback Anthony Brown was selected by $0) Wal Cote ies coe 96 Jake Herr P 6-5 220 Fr. Carmel 
3 ; ry So. __ Western Spring, IL 
the Dallas Cowboys in the sixth round of the NFL 55. Ryan DeBusk RE 6-41 274 Sr Atascadero, CA 43. Myles Homan K 641 195 Fr Cincinnati, OH 
Draft, extending Purdue's streak of having a drafted Sinaeciat eas : ; 37 Riley Johnson -K «5-7 155. So, Swoctean 
player to 19 years, The Boilermakers’ last first-round woe nes i ond 7 
pick was defensive end Ryan Kerrigan in 2011 M4 fala Howard DT 63 225 Sx. _fsbury Park) S5_Bonakowekt _15_@2_252 60 2eeesla 
‘ 50 Kelwan Jones DT 62 282 So. Ocala, FL -51_AyanSadkowski —_LS/OL5-11 250 So. Glen Ellyn, IL 
45 Austin Larkin RE 6-3 252 Jr —_University City, MD 31_ Joe Schopper P60 193 So. Indianapolis 
OUTSIDER'S VIEW 11 Antoine Miles RE 6-3 248 Jr, Canton, OH 48 John Vargyas LS 5-11 250 So. Wheaton, IL 
“Watching Purdue practice, both in the spring and fall 
camps, allows you to evaluate the progress other than on a Name GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Avg/G 
fall Saturday afternoon. Watching practice while Mark Danto- [ead PASSING D.Blough 10 1086 169 293 8 57.7 1574 10 83 157.4 
nio built Michigan State, Ron Zook the year Illinois went to the — A.Appleby 5 1136 119 207 8 57.5 1260 8 57 2520 
Rose Bowl, and the work Kevin Wilson has done at Indiana are SMM csssesssccsssessscecsssessssssssessusscssessssccsvesssussessscasuessuessuseasuvessuscssvecsusesssssssesanssesaversusssuscesuesssecessussssecessecsene 
some examples where it was obvious that progress was being _— Name GP No. Yards Avg 1D Long Avg/G 
made, The same can be said about DarrellHazell at Purdue. XS@eM perriyine  O-Anthrop 12 89-57 490 75241 5B 
“Going into this season, the sooner new offensive jz D.Yancey 12 48 700 1460 «45 83 58.3 
coordinator Terry Malone makes a decision at quarter- cc M.Jones = 12 4 239 7001 19.9 
back between sophomore David Blough and redshirt a aetna teres sverteneneneneteveenenennenevectneennetiveannninie 
freshman Elijah Sindelar, the better, not only for this ame GP ATL “Gain Loss Net Avg = TD Long Avg/G 
year, but for the future. fom RUSHING M.Jones 12 168 882 7 875 52 10 68 729 
“When building a program, finding a young quar Da RMSE 100) | GAGS SRD OG OR AB: M08 
terback who develops while the program develops can Emm DBlough | 10) 67 25 21 Ae 
be a major boost. A lot of things, including a favorable F 
non-conference and crossover schedule, make it fair = DEF. LEADERS Relies pcecceaity Li aici oe 715 
to expect some improvement this fall. — 


Sacks: E. Panfil 4, A. Miles 4, J. Replogle 2, D, Hunte 2 
Interceptions: A. Brown 4, F, Williams 3, L. Clark 2 


— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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aaa JA SPORTS 


Rob Simmons 

Out of Valley Forge Military Academy the 6-foot-6, 
225-pound Simmons could play outside linebacker 
or on the defensive line in West Lafayette. He brings 
a unique athleticism and frame to the Purdue front 
seven that the Boilers are lacking. 


Austin Larkin 
\\ The City College of San Francisco defensive tackle 
had 38 tackles and seven sacks last fall. 


4 . Kamal Hardy 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


) at cornerback, another JUCO prospect out of Monroe 
| Community College. 


Hometown School 


Jackson Anthrop ATH 5-11 18 OOO Lafayette Central Catholic 
247Sports Composite rated No. 119 athlete nationally and No. 24 player in Indiana... Rushed 
for 2,247 yards and scored 55 touchdowns as a senior... Scored 105 career touchdowns. 


Alex Criddle TT 6&1 32 OO Tulsa, OK Edison 
Ranked No. 135 defensive tackle nationally and No. 28 player in Oklahoma by 247Sports 
Composite... All-State. 


J.D. Dellinger K 62 170 OO Charlotte, NC Charlotte Country Day 
247Sports Composite rated No. 22 kicker nationally and No. 86 player in North Carolina... 
As a senior, made 7 of 13 field goals attempted... Averaged 42 yards per punt... All-State 
as a junior... Made 13 of 19 field goals attempted, with long of 57 yards. 


Semisi Fakaslieiki Bb 63 Bl ooo Compton, CA — Compton Dominguez 
Ranked No. 132 outside linebacker nationally by 247Sports Composite... Had 80 
tackles (50 solo), two interceptions and two fumbles recovered as a senior... Scored 
four touchdowns. 


Javonte Ferguson WR 57 17 OOO Orange Park, FL Oakleat 
247Sports Composite rated No. 236 player in Florida... National high school 100-meters 
champion. 


Benaiah Franklin WR 61 25 OOO Marietta, GA Wheeler 


Ranked No. 148 player in Georgia by 247Sports Composite... Outstanding high school 
baseball player. 


Kamal Hartly 8B S11 211 OOo Rochester, NY Monroe Community College 
247Sports Composite rated No. 11 junior college cornerback and No. 120 junior college 
player nationally. 


Tanner Hawthome 06 66 25 oO Peoria, AZ Centennial 
Ranked No. 23 player in Arizona by 247Sports Composite... All-State... Helped team to two 
consecutive state championships in 2014 and 2015. 


Joshua Hayes CB 60 180 OOO Indianapolis Pike 
247Sports Composite rated No. 17 player in Indiana... All-State... As a senior, had 34 tack- 
les, including four tackles for loss, six interceptions, eight passes broken up and one fumble 
caused... Had eight receptions for 197 yards and one touchdown. 


Grant Hermanns Oo 67 20 OOS Rio Rancho, NM Rio Rancho 
Ranked No. 3 player in New Mexico by 247Sports Composite... Two-time All-State... Helped 
team to 13-0 record and state championship in 2014. 


Terrance Landers, J. WR 64 170 O00 Dayton, OH Dunbar 
247Sports Composite rated No. 58 player in Ohio... All-State as a senior... As a junior, 
League Offensive Player of the Year with 39 receptions for 937 yards and 12 touchdowns. 
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\\ Will have a chance to step right into the starting lineup 


BOILERMAKERS RECRUITING 2016 


Jackson Anthrop 

Received a late offer from Purdue and will follow 
younger brother and father to West Lafayette. Could 
play receiver or line up in the backfield for the Boilers 
and should add some playmaking ability. Had 3,218 
all-purpose yards and 55 touchdowns as a senior. 


The JUCO route will need to be big for Purdue again in 2017 as Darrell 
Hazell and his staff try to get the program pointed in the right direction. 
Purdue needs to restock it's roster at nearly every position group. 


— By Steve Wiltfong 


2017 NEEDS 


Committinents 


2azsronr=COMPOSITE 
0 1 16 6 


Average Stars 


Tetal Stars 


National Rank:77 B10: 14 


Pos. Hi Wt Stars Hometown School 


Brian Lankford-Johnson ATH 6-1 19 GOO Melbourne, FL Palm Bay Senior 
Ranked No. 137 athlete nationally by 247Sports Composite... Rushed for 22 touchdowns 
and almost 1,900 yards as a senior. 


‘Austin Larkin DE 63 22 000 San Francisco, GA iy Cllee o San Fascised 
247Sports Composite rated No. 9 junior college weakside defensive end nationally and 
No. 28 junior college player in California... Had 38 tackles, including 17 tackles for loss, 
seven quarterback sacks and one fumble recovered in 2015. 


Navon Mosley CB O60 180 O00 West Bloomfield, Ml West Bloomfield 
Ranked No. 33 player in Michigan by 247Sports Composite... Played running back, wide 
receiver, cornerback and safety. 


Jalen Neal ot 67 30 O86 Scottsdale, AZ Scottsdale Community College 
247Sports Composite rated No. 38 offensive tackle nationally and No. 30 player in Arizona... 
Helped team to state championships in 2014 and 2015. 


Lorenzo Neal DT 62 35 OOOO Houston, TX St. Thomas 
Ranked No. 109 defensive tackle nationally by 247Sports Composite... All-State... As a 
senior, had 33 tackles and four quarterback sacks... Kicked one extra point... Had 34 
tackles, five quarterback sacks, and two interceptions, including one returned for touchdown. 
S$ 61 25 Ooo 


C.J, Parker San Jacinto, CA Mit San Jacinto College 


247Sports Composite rated No. 18 junior college safety nationally and No. 86 junior college player in California. 


Brandon Shuman 511 17 OOO Miami, FL 
Ranked No. 118 cornerback nationally by 247Sports Composite. 


Robert Simmons Bw 64 ooo Wayne, PA Valley Forge Military Academy 
247Sports Composite rated No. 34 outside linebacker nationally and No. 14 player in 
Pennsylvania... Had double-digit sacks in 2015. 


Gulliver Prep 


Simeon Smiley CB G1 25 OOO Pensacola, FL Pensacola Catholic 
Ranked No. 154 comerback nationally by 247Sports Composite... All-State as a senior... High 
school kick retumer. 


Jared Sparks OB 6&1 20 OO Geismar, LA Dutchtown 
247Sports Composite rated No. 76 dual-threat quarterback nationally... Led team to 8-4 
record as a senior, his only season as a starter... All-District. 


Anthony Watts T 64 20 COO Houston, TX Yates 
Ranked No. 96 defensive tackle nationally by 247Sports Composite... Two-time All- 
District... Had 10 quarterback sacks as a junior 


Jack Wegher RB 5-11 20 OOO Bradenton, FL IMG Academy 
247Sports Composite rated No. 87 running back nationally and No. 200 player in Florida... 
As a junior, had 646 yards rushing and 13 touchdowns... Caught 10 passes for 137 yards. 
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Blough Eager to Bring Consistency to QB Position : 


n each of his first three seasons at Pur- 

due, Darrell Hazell has made a quarter- 

back change in September or October, 
trying to settle on a player who will bring 
consistent leadership and production. 

Is this the season that redshirt sopho- 
more Blough stops the revolving door? Or 
will redshirt freshman Elijah Sindelar create 
a fourth midseason change at quarterback 
in four seasons? 

In 2013, Rob Henry began the season as 
Purdue’s starter but was replaced in Octo- 
ber by Danny Etling. In 2014, Etling began 
the season as the starter but was replaced 
in October by Austin Appleby, prompting 
Etling to transfer to LSU. 

Last season, Appleby started the first three 
games but was replaced by Blough, a native 
Texan who made eight consecutive starts be- 
fore suffering a concussion Nov. 21 at lowa. 
Appleby started the season finale against 
Indiana and then transferred to Florida. 

In his eight starts, Blough completed 
169 of 293 passes for 1,574 yards and 10 
touchdowns, helping Purdue rank fifth in 
Big Ten passing at 237.3 yards a game. 

He had a solid yet unspectacular spring, 
but considering redshirt freshman Elijah 
Sindelar never has taken a snap in a col- 
lege game, Blough likely will start the sea- 
son opener against Eastern Kentucky. 

“Now that things are simplified, the 
guy that handles the ball every single play 
knows where to go,” Hazell said. “We will 
get the quarterback decision figured out. 
They both are young guys, and what we 
are doing for those guys will help them.” 

Blough is confident he is the player to 
bring stability to Purdue’s offense. 

“lam doing my best to prove that | give 
us a good chance to win football games,” 
Blough said. “That is why | work on my craft 
and prepare the way | do. 

“We bring back eight offensive start- 
ers, so there is a lot more football intel- 
ligence on this team, and we have to 
establish stability at the quarterback po- 
sition. | have to be the most efficient guy 
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on the team and prove | can win games : 


for this team.” 


If Blough stumbles, Sindelar, a former Mr. : 


Football in Kentucky, promises to be ready. 


“If | am going to win the job, | have to : 
play confidently,” Sindelar. “The whole goal : 
is to not hesitate and to play at the highest : 
level | can. We haven't had the best play at : 
the quarterback position, and we have to : 


change that.” 


OB DAVID BLOUGH 


|: eB EVYN COOPER 


_ BEST AND BRIGHTEST 


: RB MARKELL JONES 

i As a true freshman, 

: Jones rushed 168 

? times for 875 yards 

and 10 touchdowns, 

? ranking eighth in the Big 
: Ten by averaging 72.9 yards 

per game. ... He also caught 34 passes for 

? 239 yards and a touchdown. ... At 5-11, 211 
: pounds, Jones has the size and bulk to run 
inside, yet he features the speed to get the 
? ball to the edge. ... The Columbus (Ind.) East 
: High School graduate was Indiana’s 2014 

: Mr. Football 


While Blough’s passing 

? skills produced only a 

? 1-7 record in his eight 
starts as a redshirt 

: freshman, he wasn’t sur- 
? rounded by four- and five-star 

talent. He was terrific in an upset victory 

; against Nebraska, completing 28 of 43 passes 
for 274 yards and four touchdowns. ... Blough 


: also played well in a loss to Bowling Green, 


: completing 29 of 39 passes for a career-high 
340 yards and two TDs. 


With Purdue struggling to 
? shore up its secondary, [ 
the 6-2, 195-pound 

: redshirt freshman could 
be what Hazell needs at 
: the cornerback spot oppo- 

site Da’Wan Hunte, who won one of the corner 
vacancies in the spring. ... Cooper has size 
and speed and continually impressed Hazell 

: during spring practices. ... His father, Evan 


: Cooper, played defensive back at Michigan 
: and spent six seasons in the NFL. 


= Photos courtesy of Purdue Athletics. 
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ye OHIO | BOBCATS 


MAC rank: 3 Recor 


BOBCATS at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: Athens, Ohio 

COACH: Frank Solich — At Ohio: 80-61, 11 years; 
overall: 139-80, 17 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tim Albin 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR; Jimmy Burrow 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1968 
LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2014 
RETURNING STARTERS; 14; 8 offense, 6 defense 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB J.D. Sprague, RB A.J. Ouellette, 


WR Sebastian Smith, DE Kurt Laseak, DE Tarell Basham, 
LB Blair Brown, LB Quentin Poling, FS Toran Davis 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Solich will have a lot of ways to show- 
case a high number of playmakers. The offensive line is a good 
mix of newcomers and experienced players. The front seven is 
solid, particularly at linebacker and defensive end. The schedule 
is favorable to make a run at a double-digit win season. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Quarterback play was an issue 

last season. Although Solich is high on Sprague, a senior, 
redshirt freshman Quinton Maxwell might see some playing 
time. The secondary is thin on experience, and there prob- 
ably will be growing pains at kicker and punter. 


Ohio veteran coach Frank Solich is counting on his 
deep collection of running backs and wide receivers 
to help overcome any potential issues that might arise 
at quarterback. 

In 2015, the Bobcats were beset with injuries and 
ineffective play at quarterback. J.D. Sprague is back 
for his final season. 

But after starting five games last season, Sprague is 
not a lock to win the starting job, not with senior Greg 
Windham, athletic redshirt freshman Quinton Max- 
well, Minnesota transfer Conner Krizancic and talented 
sophomore Joey Duckworth battling for playing time. 

With an array of talented skill players, Solich in- 
corporated multiple formations to better utilize his 
players, even raising the possibility of putting three 
running backs on the field at one time. 

Tailback A.J, Ouellette will be pushed by Dorian Brown, 
Papi White and Maleek Irons. The three starting receiv- 
ers from last season — Sebastian Smith, Jordan Reid and 
Brendan Cope — have good size and experience. 

Led by right tackle Troy Watson, the offensive 
line is big and features a talented cast of seniors and 
emerging underclassmen. 


DEFENSE 

The front seven has the potential to be one of the 
best in the East Division, if not the entire Mid-Amer- 
ican Conference. 

The Bobcats put up respectable numbers last sea- 
son, finishing fourth in the conference in scoring de- 
fense and fifth in total defense. Big plays, though, were 
in short supply, as the Bobcats tallied 23 sacks and 
12 interceptions. 

Defensive ends Kurt Laseak and Tarell Basham 
are back, and will be joined by Michigan graduate 
transfer Tom Strobel. Senior Casey Sayles and juniors 
Cleon Aloese and Tony Porter will split time in the 
interior of the defensive line. 

Experienced linebackers Blair Brown, Chad Moore 
and Quentin Poling form the strength of the defense. 
Brown can cover a lot of ground with his speed, and 


MAC record: 5-3 (T-2nd, East) 


SEBASTIAN SMITH 


“I would not be surprised if Ohio wins the 
East. They have quietly improved at run- 
ning back and have more weapons than 
past years.” 

— Opposing MAC assistant coach 


Poling led the team with 69 tackles. 

Safety Toran Davis is the only player with signifi- 
cant experience in the secondary. Sophomore Jalen 
Fox and junior college transfer London Miller are the 
best bets to be the starters at cornerback, while sopho- 
more Kylan Nelson and freshman Javon Hagan had 
solid springs at safety. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Freshmen Louie Zervos and Michael Farkas are the 
leading candidates to win the place-kicker and punter 
jobs, respectively. White is back at punt returner, and 
Kylan Nelson and Brown will split kick-returning duties. 


OVERVIEW 

Solich has a talented offense filled with playmakers 
of diverse skills to attack teams this season. Depth at 
the offensive line is a plus that will ward off potential 
problems, and the front seven on defense is packed 
with experience and talent. The quarterback spot looms 
as problematic, but the Bobcats, on paper, have the tal- 
ent to be in the mix for the East title, especially with 
a schedule tailored to put together a winning streak. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


CB London Miller: Despite receiving interest from 
Colorado, Purdue, New Mexico and Utah State, Miller 
chose the Bobcats. Frank Solich already has tabbed 
the junior college transfer as a possible starter 

in a depleted secondary without much experience. 


Stadium: Peden Stadium (24,000) 


By Bob Narang 


2016 PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB 3 | J.D. Sprague 6-1 196 Sr. 
RB 45 | A.J. Ouellette 5-10 202 Jr. 
WR 6 | Sebastian Smith’ 6-3 206 Sr. 
WR 12 | Jordan Reid* 6-3 209 Sr. 
WR 85 | Brendan Cope* 6-2 195 Jr. 
TE 82 | Troy Mangen® 6-5 258 Jr. 
LT 65 | Joe Lowery 6-6 313 So. 
LG 71 | Josh Cooper 6-2 313 Sr. 
C S52 | Jake Pruehs* 6-2 300 Jr. 
RG 57 | Durrell Wood* 6-2 313 Jr. 
RT 79 | Troy Watson® 6-6 293 Sr. 
DEFENSE 
DE 93 | Tarell Basham® 6-4 262 Sr. 
DT 44 | Casey Sayles* 6-3 288 Sr. 
NG 92 | Cleon Aloese 6-0 301 Jr. 
DE 99 | Kurt Laseak® 6-4 244 Sr. 
LB 33 | Blair Brown® 6-0 240 Sr. 
LB 38 | Chad Moore 6-0 209 Jr. 
LB 32 | Quentin Poling® 6-0 239 Jr. 
CB 13 | London Miller 5-11 174 Jr. 
CB 21 | Jalen Fox 5-11 179 So. 
8S 23 | Kylan Nelson 5-10 202 So. 
FS 24 | Toran Davis* 6-0 212 Sr. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 48 | Louie Zervos 5-9 168 Fr. 
P 89 | Michael Farkas 6-3 188 Fr. 
*Returning starters in Bold 
2016 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 3 TEXAS STATE 
Sept. 10 at Kansas 
Sept. 17 at Tennessee 
Sept. 24 GARDNER-WEBB 
Oct. 1 at Miami (0H) 
Oct. 8 BOWLING GREEN 
Oct.15 EASTERN MICHIGAN 
Oct. 22 at Kent State 
Oct. 27 at Toledo 
Nov. 3 BUFFALO 
Nov. 15 at Central Michigan 
Nov. 22 AKRON 
2015 RESULTS 
WwW at Idaho 45-28 
w MARSHALL 21-10 
Ww S.E, LOUISIANA 35-14 
L at Minnesota 24-27 
Ww at Akron 14-12 
w MIAMI (OH) 34-3 
L WESTERN MICHIGAN 14-49 
L at Buffalo 17-41 
L at Bowling Green 24-62 
Ww KENT STATE 27-0 
Ww BALL STATE 48-31 
Ww at Northern Illinois 26-21 
Camellia Bowl 
L vs. Appalachian State 29-31 
2015 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 27.5 74 
Rushing 180.8 50 
Passing 232.2 56 
Total 413.1 56 
DEFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 25.3 46 
Rushing 168.2 65 
Passing 203.5 44a 
Total 377.7 49 
TO MARGIN PER GAME RANE 
+5 +0.38 T-34 


a 
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RUTGERS 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Drew Mehringer 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jay Niemann 


CULTURE CHANGE UNDERWAY AT RUTGERS UNDER ASH 


e change in coaching staff meant 

| a change in culture, and new coach 

Chris Ash went right to work in turn- 

ing around the attitude and work habits. 

That will be the backbone of what his Scarlet 
Knights will be all about. 

Rutgers won just four games in 2015, but 
the offseason changes weren’t just about the 
wins and losses. They were about an overall 
ailing program. 

A litany of arrests, and a scandal involving 
former head coach Kyle Flood meeting with 
a professor over a player's grade, brought na- 
tional shame to the program. All that ulti- 
mately led to Flood’s dismissal. 

Rutgers also changed its athletic director, 
and it took a week for Pat Hobbs to hire Ash, 
who was Ohio State’s defensive coordinator. 

So, what does Ash, who also ran defenses 
at Wisconsin and Arkansas, have to work 
with in his first season? 

Not a lot of star power. 

The Scarlet Knights return quarterback 
Chris Laviano, but lost leading receiver Le- 
onte Carroo to the NFL. Steve Longa, the 
middle linebacker and the team’s top tack- 
ler, left early for the NFL Draft, but did not 
get selected. 

A big piece of Ash’s makeover is strength 
coach Kenny Parker. Ash also changed the 
entire recruiting staff, as well as many of the 
behind-the-scenes people, and he hired Rick 
Mantz, a successful and well-connected New 
Jersey high school football coach to help 
build relations with the high school coaches 
in the state. 

“T want to build a fast, physical team that 
plays with relentless effort, tremendous en- 
thusiasm, and plays for each other,” Ash 
said. “I want our opponents to turn on the 
film and say, ‘You know what, this is a real 
one. We'd better strap it on because these 
guys are going to come and they are going 
to play hard.’ 

“They are going to play together, and they 
are going to play for four quarters. And that’s 
the type of program that I want to try to 
build here at Rutgers.” 

The offense is being changed from a pro- 
style, two-back look to one that is spread 
and utilizes a running quarterback. Ash 


brought in Drew Mehringer, a 28-year-old 
who worked with close friend Tom Herman 
at Houston, to run the offense. 

Meanwhile, Ash is trying to build the de- 
fense into one that relies heavily on playing 
man-to-man defense on the edge, using line- 
backers who are physical but run well. 

Ash called on Jay Niemann, the de- 
fensive coordinator at Northern Illinois, 
to handle the role at Rutgers. Niemann 
was the defensive coordinator when Ash 
played at Drake. 


OFFENSE 


Transforming the offense will be a chal- 
lenge in the first year under Drew Mehringer. 

“He understands how I want the program 
structured,” Ash said. “Drew will take care of 
the players and be a great recruiter. He’s one 
of the next rising offensive stars in college 
football.” 

While no starting quarterback was named 
coming out of the spring, incumbent Chris 
Laviano is the favorite ahead of former LSU 
transfer Hayden Rettig. 

Whether incoming freshman Tyler Odin 
can become a factor could depend largely on 
Laviano’s production and growth. 

Last season, Laviano completed 187 of 
307 passes (60.9 percent) for 2,247 yards and 
16 touchdowns, but he was intercepted 12 
times. Laviano forced a lot of throws as re- 
ceivers struggled to get open, and the offense 
sputtered. 

The Scarlet Knights had a stirring come- 
from-behind win at Indiana, scoring 55 
points in that mid-October game, but then 
they scored a total of 47 points in their next 
four games. Rutgers was held to less than 20 
points five times. 

“As a coordinator, if you have the gall to 
say you’re going to make the players fit to 
your offense, you’re not going to be a co- 
ordinator for very long,” Mehringer said. 
“We're going to assess what we have, then 
adapt the principles we believe in to fit 
those guys and put them in the best posi- 
tions we can.” 

The playmakers back on offense are re- 
ceivers Andre Patton (34 catches for 432 
yards) and Janarion Grant (35 for 352), 


For more coverage of the Scarlet Knights, visit rutgers.247Sports.com 


STADIUM: High Point Solutions Stadium: 52,454 


SCHEDULE 


15 Record 


Opponent 


Sept. 3 at Washington 7-6 
Sept. 10 HOWARD 1-10 
Sept. 17 NEW MEXICO 7-6 
Sept. 24 IOWA 12-2 
Oct. 1 at Ohio State 12-1 
Oct. 8 MICHIGAN 10-3 
Oct. 15 ILLINOIS 5-7 
Oct. 22 at Minnesota 6-7 
Nov. 5 INDIANA 6-7 
Nov.12 _at Michigan State 12-2 
Nov. 19 PENN STATE 7-6 
Nov. 26 at Maryland 3-9 


RESULTS 


W NORFOLK STATE 63-13 
L WASHINGTON STATE 34-37 
L at Penn State 3-28 
WwW KANSAS 27-14 
L MICHIGAN STATE 24-31 
W at Indiana 55-52 
L OHIO STATE 7-49 
L at Wisconsin 10-48 
L at Michigan 16-49 
L NEBRASKA 14-31 
Ww at Army 31-21 
L MARYLAND 41-46 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 


awn on © DW 0 DM 10 
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AT A GLANCE 


LOCATION: 


Piscataway, N.J. 


2015: 


4-8 overall, 1-7 Big Ten (T-6th, East) 


COACH: 


Chris Ash — At Rutgers and overall: 
ist year 


RETURNING STARTERS: 


14; 8 offense, 6 defense 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Chris Laviano, RB Josh Hicks, 

RB Rob Martin, WR Andre Patton, 

WR Janarion Grant, DT Darius 
Hamilton, LB Deonte Roberts, CB Ross 
Douglas-Taylor, S Anthony Cioffi 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 


The defensive line is the deepest and best 
part of the program, and it could really 
make the linebackers and secondary look 
better if Hamilton and DE Kemoko Turay 
are healthy. Hicks and Martin give the 
Scarlet Knights a pair of big threats in the 
backfield, but holes need to be open for 
them to have success. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 


Rutgers lost three starting linebackers 
and is still recovering from its projected 
starting secondary being kicked off the 
team right before the 2015 season 
because of arrests. The quarterback sit- 
uation remains unsettled, and Rutgers 
does not have a proven go-to receiver. 
Also, the kicking game is untested. 


KEY LOSSES: 

WR Leonte Carroo, LT Keith Lumpkin, 
MLB Steve Beauharnais, SLB Quentin 
Gause, LB Kaiwan Lewis, PK Kyle 
Federico 


OVERVIEW: 

Getting back to a bowl game will be 

a challenge for the Scarlet Knights in 
Ash’s first season. The key for Rutgers 
is to show improved fundamental play 
on defense, and figure out if the quar- 
terback of the future is in the program, 
or still in high school. Just showing 
development as an offense and 
defense is fine for this season. 


KEY NUMBER: 


28 age of new offensive coordinator ee 

Drew Mehringer when he was hired. ; 

He is being asked to run a Big Ten An Gir = 

offense amid the veteran-coached 

defenses in the Big Ten East. : _P A [ - O N 


Photo by Noah K. Murray-US’ 7: 


Janarion Grant 


as well as the running back tandem of 
Robert Martin and Josh Hicks, They com- 
bined to run for 1,437 yards and 10 touch- 
downs last season. 

At the receiver spot, Carlton Agudosi 
and Dontae Owens will have the opportu- 
nity to step in and contribute in a big way. 

Starting offensive guard Chris Muller 
missed the spring with an injury, and the 
offensive line remained largely unsettled 
heading into the summer. Muller and 
Dorian Miller figure to be the guards, and 
Derrick Nelson the center. 

Marcus Applefield, Zach Heeman and 
Tariq Cole are young guys at the tackle 
spots, joining senior J.J. Denman. 

A big question is how much the tight 
end will be used — if much at all. Nakia 
Griffin-Stewart is a talented redshirt fresh- 
man, and he will battle senior Nick Arcidi- 
acono and former walk-ons Matt Flanagan 
and Charles Scarff for playing time. 
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SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS STARTER 

QB Chris Laviano* 
RB Josh Hicks 

WR Andre Patton* 

WR — Janarion Grant 

WR — Carlton Agudosi 


TE _ Nick Arcidiacono* 


UT Tariq Cole 
LG — Dorian Miller* 


C Derrick Nelson* 


RG Chris Muller* 
RT = Zack Heeman 
PK —_ Jared Smolar 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


YR, 


Jr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 


So. 


Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 


So. 


Fr. 


COMMENT 

Is he ready to mature as a player and be accurate as a thrower? 
Has a good feel for running between the tackles. 

Rutgers needs a talented receiver to replace Leonte Carroo. 
Jet sweeps and bubble screens galore for this speedster. 

He makes some plays; needs to make more. 

Solid player who should be a nice complement to the attack. 
He transformed his body by losing 60 pounds. 

Versatile OL can play all three interior line spots. 

His experience should be big help on remolded O-line. 
Battle with Applefield could go either way in camp. 

Has big shoes to fill with 6-9 Keith Lumpkin now gone. 
Tough spot for a freshman ... tougher when he is a walk-on. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER 


YR. 


DE  Quanzell Lambert* Sr. 


DT Darius Hamilton 


Sr. 


DT Sebastian Joseph* Jr. 
DE — Julian Pinnix-Odrick* Sr. 


LB Deonte Roberts 
LB Trevor Morris 
LB _Najee Clayton 


So. 
So. 
So. 


CB Ross Taylor-Douglas Jr. 


CB Isaiah Wharton* 


So. 


COMMENT 

His 43 tackles were most among D-linemen last season. 
Redshirted last season because of a knee injury. 

He can play the nose or 3-tech; made 22 tackles last year. 
Had 33 tackles last year; brings versatility to move inside. 
Could become a leader of this defense in 2016. 

Made six tackles as a reserve in 2015. 

Added 20 pounds and moved from safety to linebacker. 
Michigan grad transfer needed to start immediately. 

\s the leading returning tackler with 57; had one INT. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Hayden Rettig, Jr. 
Robert Martin, Jr. 
Vance Matthews, Sr. 
Dontae Owens, So. 
Dacoven Bailey, Fr. 
Matt Flanagan, Jr.* 
Zack Heeman, So. 
Zach Venesky, Fr. 
Jonah Jackson, Fr. 
Marcus Applefield, So. 
J.J. Denman, Sr.* 
David Bonagura, Jr. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Malachi Moore, Sr. 
Kevin Wilkins, So. 
Eric Wiafe, So. 
Kemoko Turay, Jr. 

TJ. Taylor, Jr. 
Brandon Russell, So. 
Brandon Russell, So. 
Kobe Marfo Jr., Jr. 
Blessuan Austin, So. 


S$ SaquanHampton So. Made 28 tackles last year playing a key reserve role. 
Sr. — Made the move from CB; had four INTs last season. 
So. — Walk-on punted three times last season. 


S$ Anthony Cioffi* 
P Michael Cintron 
*Returning Starter in Bold 


DEFENSE 


Ash made his name because of his ability 
to run a defense — and defense is the real 
issue with the Scarlet Knights. 

How bad was it the past few years? 

Well, Rutgers yielded at least 46 points 
in five Big Ten games last season, and it 
never allowed fewer than 28 in any con- 
ference game. Dating back into the 2014 
season, the Scarlet Knights have given up 
at least 38 points in nine of their past 14 
league games. 

To try to improve this, Ash will lean 
heavily on coordinator Jay Niemann to 
share the burden. 

“Jay and I have known each other for 
over 20 years and I have always admired 
his approach to coaching,” Ash said. “Jay 
and I share a defensive philosophy. It will 
be a defense built on effort, fundamentals, 
execution and toughness.” 

Ash has to rebuild a defense that allowed 


Kiy Hester, So.* 
Davon Jacobs, Sr. 
Jared Smolar, Fr. 


34.9 points and 462 total yards per game. 
And it lost its three leading tacklers in Steve 
Longa (117 tackles), Quentin Gause (96) 
and Kaiwan Lewis (69) — all of whom were 
linebackers. The defense also recovered 
only three fumbles all season. 

So, what is the good news? 

Defensive tackle Darius Hamilton, who 
redshirted in 2015, is back for his final sea- 
son, although he wasn’t active much at the 
end of spring practice as he continues to 
battle through a knee injury. 

Uber-athletic defensive end Kemoko 
Turay should be healthy after missing 
the spring with a shoulder injury, and 
ends Julian Pinnix-Odrick and Quanzell 
Lambert are back to help solidify the line 
of scrimmage. Also, having Eric Wiafe 
and Kevin Wilkins in the middle of the 
line of scrimmage gives depth to the first 
line of defense. 

The linebacker situation is a bit dicier 
due to a lack of depth and the loss of the 
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NDS Rank: No. 22 DE in class of 2018 


Watching his highlights, one would think Turay is among the most impressive pass rushers 
in the country with his get-off quickness and bend around the edge. But he has yet to trans- 
late his natural gifts to football production, finishing last season with only nine tackles and 
two sacks. Turay has battled shoulder issues and has yet to reach his potential. 


NDS Rank: No. 18 DE in class of 2017 


A New Jersey native, Hamilton arrived as one of the highest-ranked recruits to enroll at 
Rutgers, but he has yet to live up to the high billing. Currently working back from a season- 
ending knee injury last fall, he is on pace to be 100 percent for his final season in Piscataway. 
NFL scouts are eager to see if he takes his game to the next level as a senior. 


NDS Rank: No. 8 SS in class of 2019 


In new head coach Chris Ash’s defense, the free and strong safeties are often used inter- 
changeably, which will help show off Hester's versatility, as he practiced at both positions 
this spring. The Miami transfer has the speed and movement skills to hold up in man 
coverage and is a willing striker in run support. 


top three tacklers. Najee Clayton moved 
down from safety to linebacker. T.J. Taylor 
is coming off an injury, but should be in 
the mix. Deonte Roberts and Trevor Morris 
got their feet wet last season. Perhaps early- 
enrolled freshman Solomon Manning will 
be part of the depth solution. 

The secondary will also be interesting 
because Ash wants to play press coverage 
and leave the corners on an island, but will 
he have the personnel to do it? 

Michigan graduate transfer Ross Tay- 
lor-Douglas is arriving in the summer to 
add help at cornerback. Anthony Cioffi 
and Isaiah Wharton, starters last season, 
could transition to safety or stay at cor- 
nerback. Saquan Hampton and returning 
starter Kiy Hester are among those com- 
peting at safety. 


Rutgers built its name on its special 
teams in the 2000s, but it has suffered 
in the past few years, often giving up big 
plays. Still, the Scarlet Knights had a few 


— Dane Brugler, NFLDraftScout.com 


big moments in the return game, and 
there is where receiver Janarion Grant 
could flourish. 

When it comes to kicking the ball, Rutgers 
figures to have to battle with inexperience. 

Placekicker Kyle Federico is gone 
after going 12 of 16 on field goal at- 
tempts last season, including 9 of 11 
from inside of 40 yards. Walk-on Jared 
Smolar and David Bonagura entered the 
summer as the only kickers on the ros- 
ter; Smolar is the favorite to take over 
Federico’s role. 

As for punting, Joey Roth is gone after 
averaging 40.0 yards on 58 punts. Michael 
Cintron punted three times and averaged 
51.0 yards per punt, and he is the leader 
entering fall camp. 


It is not an easy start for Rutgers 
and its first-time head coach as the 
Scarlet Knights travel to open the sea- 
son against Washington, which seems 
poised for a Top 25 breakthrough in 


coach Chris Petersen’s third season. 
This game should give Rutgers a good 
indication of where it stands, and there 
will be time to make corrections with 
Howard and New Mexico being next on 
the schedule. 

Then it gets tough. 

A three-game swing — against lowa, 
at Ohio State and against Michigan — 
will determine just where the season is 
headed and how competitive the Scarlet 
Knights can be in the league. The sea- 
son’s finish — at Michigan State, home 
vs. Penn State and at Maryland — is a 
tough conclusion as well. 

One thing Rutgers has in its favor is no 
back-to-back away games, and it has five 
home games in the first year of a nine- 


game conference schedule. 
— Brian Dohn 


em 
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NOTEBOOK 2 sa ee ad KNIGHTS SPRING ROSTER 


Po Yr 90 Ron’Dell Carter DL 6-2 268 Fr _Baltimore, MD 

19 oy Aton QB 64 218 Sr. Albany, NY 53 Darnell Davis DL 62 250 Jr Union 

ne of new coach Chris Ash’s most impor- 15 _ Jack Clements QB 6-4 214 Fr. Moorestown 91 DariusHamilton DL 6-3 283 Sr. West Paterson 

tant moves was hiring strength coach Kenny 18 Michael Dare QB 6-5 215 Fr. Elmwood Park 98 Jimmy Hogan OL 64 255 So. Wyckoff 

Parker, who is using competition and ac- 5 Christaviano 0B 6-2 214 Jr GlenHead,NY 51 Sebastian Joseph DL 6-4 295 Jr. Stroudsburg, PA 

aN tet ; ; : : Lambert icklerville 
countability to establish a tough-minded attitude in 17 Glovasmal sscigno 08 'siG:3.+ 225" Se Warren, MI_ 22 Quanczell wt shale: et 

ihe Wola oni 11 Hayden Rettig «OB 6-3 215 dr. Los Angeles,CA 7 _Elorm Lumor DL 63 230 Fr. Piscataway 

9 . P Pos Tn «12. Myles Nash ‘DL 65 250 Jt Sicklerville 

Ash and Parker worked together at Ohio State, ay seis Grr mS ae Wy 53 Julian Pinnbx-Odrick DL. 65 275 St Montclair 

and Ash made no SOOT about the need to have 32_Justin Goodwin RB 5-11 200 Sr Madison 96 Willington Previlon DL 6-5 271. Fr Orange 

them be a “package deal” of sorts. B Josh Hicks RB 510 208 J. Palmetto,FL 67 KennethRoman DL 6-4 290 Fr. ~ Hawiey, PA 
“If | didn’t think | could get Kenny Parker with 7 Robert Martin RB 5-11 202 In Harrisburg, PA 54 KamaalSeymour DL 6-6 297 Fr, "Brooklyn, NY 

me, | might not have taken the job,” Ash said. “It 45 Shaquan Oliver RB 5-10 212 Fr. Montclair 58 KemokoTuray — DL__ 6-5 240 Jr. Newark 

was that important of a hire for me.” 6 Desmon Peoples RB 5-8 170 Sr. _Cheltenham,PA  92_ Eric Wiafe DL 6-5 290 So. Egg Harbor Township _ 

Players have shown marked gain in the weight 4 Trey Sneed RB 5-10 205 Fr. Orange Park,FL_  99_Kevin Wilkins DL 6-2 295 So. Mahwah 

room, but Ash said Parker's value goes much deep- iin oe ua Hometown: Bigg Linebackers - Tet 


er than that. 13 Carlton Agudosi WR 6-6 217 Sr. Somerset 37 Max Anthony 1B 6-2 243 Fr. Albany, NY 
“He's not going to be just a strength and con- : ae “a = = fe oe = eee = = 4 = ee 
eis in Saas 2 : 4 y rina 1 Fr. ~ if 
ee ere = a. ce aed ae 1 _JanarionGrant = WR 5-10 176 Sr. Trilby,FL_ 47 Isaiah Johnson «LB sG-1. 231 Sr, Oakland, CA 
cally Cevelop tne players’ Absolutely, But the 5 Jawuan Haris WR 5-10 183 Fr. Pembroke Pines,FL_ 33. Greg Jones 1B 6-0 24 Sr “Colonia 
mental development and the confidence and the 87 Vance Matthews WR 6-3 210 Sr CapeMay 14 Solomon Manning 1B 6-1 222 Fr. Colonia 
belief and the training we put these guys through 89 Dontae Owens WR 6-0 194 So. Reading, PA 35 Eric Margolis 1B 6-3 231 So. New City, NY 
is going to be probably more important than the 16 Christopher Parker WR 5-5 168 Fr. Harlem,NY_40_-KevinMarquez LB 6-1 243 Sr. Egg Harbor Township 
physical development.” 88_Andre Patton WR 6-3 205 Sr. —_—_— Wilmington, DE 15 TrevorMorris LB 6-1 208 So. _ King of Prussia, PA 
The weight room is being renovated after a 82_Ntwademela Perry WR 6-3 215 So. Durban Westile,SouthAftcs 50 Jonathan Pollock LB 5-11 222 Fr, Orlando, FL 
booster's donation; it was one of the first major 41_Nixon Provillion WR 6-2 198 Jr Irvington 26 DeonteRoberts LB 6-1 234 So. Brooklyn, NY 
projects Ash put into motion. 80__ Alex Schoen Wa 5-7 168" Je Short Hills 55 Austin Rosa (B 540 214 Fr. Reading, PA 
; . . 85 Justice Stewart WR 6-0 170 Fr. Union FL 

He added that Parker's role is key, not only in how — 49 Brandon Russell LB 6-0 234 So. _ Pembroke Pines, 
84 _John Tsimis WR 5-11 190 _ Sr. Harrington Park = 35. T.J, Taylor LB 6-3 225 dr Kendall Park 


much the players lift and how much stronger they 
get, but also with their reactions to his coaching. 


Hometown 


; ‘ 42 Nick Arcidiacono TE 6-4 242 Sr. Holland, PA 34 Talib Abdur-Ra’oof 0B 5-11 209 So. East Orange 
« Me _ —— — he 
The adversity that he’s going to put them 43 George Behr TE 65 234 So. Cottage Grove, MN 95 jarius Sa ea 4 
through to see how they respond, the competitive 81 MattFlanagan TE 6-6 255 Jr. Chester 39. Sandy Anya DB B10 108 Je Gaort 
environment that he’s going to create both in the 48 Anthony Folkerts TE 6-4 230 Fr. Ray City,GA 49 Blessuan Austin DB 6-1 195 So. Queens, NY 
weight room and in the off-season drills ... is going 86_NakiaGriffin-Stewart TE 6-5 237 Fr, Tenafly 37 Zane Campbell DB 6-1 180 Sr. Delran 
to be extremely important for us,” Ash said. 46 Charles Scarf _TE 6-5 248 _dt. Lancaster, PA_ 49 Brian Chase DB 5-8 175 Fr. _Baltimore, MD_ 
“Whatever perceptions there are out there about wet u ace 31_ Anthony Cioffi DB 6-0 200 Sr. Springfield 
Rutgers, | really don’t care. It’s about moving for- 71 Marcus Applefield OL 6-5 304 So. __WeekiWachee,FL_ 9 SaquanHampton DB 6-1 199 So. _ Hamilton _ 
ward. | needed to do it with a guy that was aligned = aa = = a = 1 an 2__ kiy Hester 08 et 202 _ So. > Pant 
with the vision of how | wanted the program devel- Dena —— : ; ht ott vadinet 
dK h fi ae 79 Zack Heeman OL_ 6-7 300 So. Budd lake 29 DavonJacobs DB 6-0 196 St. Paterson 
oped. Kenny was a home run for me. 73 Jonah Jackson Ol 6-4 200 Fe STR See RoE anaes 
* Jawuan Harris, who redshirted as a freshman Dorian Miller OL 62 202 Jt Glaintlion 150; Ganiex Sanne wR TENET Tiina PA 
receiver, was a starting outfielder on the Scarlet 70 Chris Muller OL 6-6 319 Sr Perkiomenville,PA 43 p’WonWalker «DB S11 1@2 Fr. Jersey City 
Knights’ baseball team. He was named the best 69 Derrick Nelson _OL__6-3 292 St. Capitol Heights,MD_ 11 IsaiahWharton DB 6-1 208 So, _Kissimmee, FL_ 
athlete in the Big Ten by Baseball America. 64 Skiy Pyrame OL 6-1 262 Fr Queens, NY = RARE 
© WR Leonte Carroo was selected in the third 78 Jack Shutack _—OL__ 65 272 Fr. __ Western Springs, IL 98 David Bonagura PKI 6-0 242 Jr. Franklin Lakes 
round of the NFL Draft, No. 86 overall, going to ee ee + iain | BEd oe so. iranian 
Miami. Carroo caught 29 touchdown passes in 31 75 Seth Venosy) sc OB eT Oa i282} Fr Peckwille, PA 3 = 
t Rutoer: 66 Jacquis Webb OL 65 327 So. Rochester, NY 99 Tim Gleeson P 6-2 200 Sr. Melbourne, Australia 
DAES PENDS Ostensive linemen Pos. HL Wi Yr STM 68 _AlexHutchings LS 6-3 228 Fr Webster, NY 
95 Jon Bateky DL 6-3 270 So. Boyds,MD --85_ Alan Lucy LS 6-0 224 Jr. _ Dinwiddie, VA_ 


OUTSIDERS VIEW 


“Chris Ash takes over with a great reputation of being 


a Cutting-edge defensive coordinator. He didn’t waste any Name GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pct Yards 1D Long Avg/G 
time hiring Drew Mehringer as his offensive coordinator. PASSING C. Laviano 12 131.8 187 307 12 609 2247 16 58 187.2 
Coach Ash is another defensive coach having to make a H. Rettig 5 1607 14 2 O 560 233 2 58 46.6 
decision how he wants to control the offensive tempo. Hav- [Pam] “Urccerriresseserenreneyriennetnanneeinnntsttrsnnsiitnnsnnnitnnnennniinnteaits 
ing worked under Bret Bielema at Wisconsin and Arkansas, Name GP No. Yards Avg TD Long Avg/G 

and then at OSU under Urban Meyer, he chose to go with RECEIVING | Garroo 8 39 809 20.7 10 58 101.1 

the spread attack over the more traditional pro attack used mm J. Grant 1 35) «352 101 861 40 293 

at Wisconsin, Arkansas and Rutgers before he arrived. A. Patton 12 34 «4432 1270 «10 (3836.0 


TEPER ATRIA ER OREEASAELELELERSELEOEEFEREEE DEOL ELESEROEERH OL EEL EL ESSER ODOR ASEECEEODOLORORAEEEEDDEOS EN ERAEL EL ESOL OE AGEESESSEDESEEEESESESESDEEOEES ESSERE S 


“The spread, a long-time talent equalizer that de- 
fenses may have caught up to in some regard, will be a 


drastic change for the players at Rutgers, especially quar- RUSHING 12 141 #785 22 763 54 6 54 636 
terbacks Chris Laviano and Hayden Rettig. Neither was 12 130 704 «630 674 «52 4 31 562 
recruited as a spread quarterback. 1 99) 56016 54455 5 72 495 

“The defense predicts to be improved under Ach RRR “CU rttrtrneeretncneenemnienninennnnnenitinnnstentinsinnntannmnnnmnnsttn 
but, much like Indiana and Maryland, competing in DEF LEADERS — Tackles: S. Longa 117, 0. Gause 96, K. Lewis 69 
the East will be based on recruiting — and in Rutgers Tackles for loss: 0. Gause 12, Q. Lambert 7.5, S. Joseph 5.5 
case, especially a spread quarterback.” Sacks: Q, Lambert 2.5, S. Longa 2, K. Turay 2 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network Interceptions: A. Cioffi 4, K. Lewis 2, seven tied with 1 
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Trey Sneed 

Enrolled early out of Orange Park (Fla.) Fleming High 
where the 5-foot-10, 205-pound Snead rushed 

for 1,294 yards and 15 touchdowns as a senior. 


Elorm Lumor 

The nation’s No. 1 prep school outside linebacker per 
the 247Sports Composite, the 6-3, 210-pound Lumor 
' is a Piscataway product that returns by way of Milford 
Academy. 


K.J. Gray 
A two-way standout with a knack for the end zone, 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


) Out of Jersey City (NJ) St. Peter's Prep, Gray caught 38 
passes for 820 yards and 11 touchdowns as a senior. 


Pos, Ht WL Hometown School 
Ahmed Bah WR 64 19 O00 Flushing, NY Grand Street Campus 
Ranked No. 11 player in New York by 247Sports Composite... Helped team to state champion- 
ship in 2015... As a senior, had 36 receptions for 793 yards and 13 touchdowns... Had 23 
receptions for 387 yards and six touchdowns as a junior at Holy Cross... Had 33 tackles, one 
interception and four passes broken up. 


Stars 


Dacoven Balley WR 510 18 OO Pilot Point, TX Pilot Point 
Had 1,172 yards rushing and 13 touchdowns as a senior... Had 31 receptions for 321 yards 
and one touchdown... As a junior, had 1,609 total yards and 21 touchdowns. 


Rashawn Battle IB 63 26 OOO Hawley, PA Wallenpaupack 
247Sports Composite rated No. 25 player in Pennsylvania... As a senior, had 31 tackles, two 
passes broken up and one interception... Had 1,144 yards rushing and 14 touchdowns... Had 
37 tackles, including three tackles for loss, 2.5 quarterback sacks and one fumble caused as a 
junior. 


KJ. Gray WR 62 19 OO©6 Newark St Peter's Prep 
Ranked No. 24 player in New Jersey by 247Sports Composite... Had 38 receptions for 820 
yards and 11 touchdowns as a senior... Had 37 tackles, one interception and six passes broken 
up... As a junior, had 20 receptions for 276 yards and three touchdowns. 


Damon Hayes DB 60 185 OOO Upper Marlboro, MID Dr. Henry A. Wise 
247Sports Composite rated No. 37 player in Maryland... All-State... Helped team to 14-0 
record and state championship in 2015... As a senior, had 40 tackles, including two tackles for 


loss, one quarterback sack, three interceptions and eight passes broken up... Had 22 tackles, 
including four tackles for loss, one interception and nine passes broken up as a junior. 


Sam Howson O 64 20 O06 Sparta Pope John XXII 
Ranked No, 64 player in New Jersey by 247Sports Composite... Second-team All-State... 
Helped team’s leading rusher to 1,368 yards and 19 touchdowns as a senior. 


Mohamed Jabbie WR 511 170 OOO Monmouth Junction South Brunswick 
247Sports Composite rated No. 46 player in New Jersey... As a senior, had 34 receptions for 
567 yards and six touchdowns... Had 1,311 all-purpose yards and one touchdown... Had 66 
tackles, three interceptions and five passes broken up... Had 47 tackles and nine passes bro- 
ken up as a junior. 


Nick Krimin OL 66 25 O06 South Amboy SL Joseph 
Ranked No. 60 offensive tackle nationally and No. 17 player in New Jersey by 247Sports 
Composite. 


Mike Lonsdort OL 67 20 GOO Bound Brook Immaculata 
247Sports Composite rated No. 45 player in New Jersey... Helped team to 2,100 yards passing 
and 21 touchdowns as a senior. 


Elorm Lumor IB 63 210 O00 Milford Academy 
Ranked No. 1 prep school outside linebacker nationally by 247Sports Composite... Had 11 
tackles for loss and three quarterback sacks at Milford... As a senior at Piscataway, had 19 
tackles for loss, 9.5 quarterback sacks, seven quarterback hurries and one fumble caused. 
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, Gray has the tools to be a big-time receiver for Rutgers. 


Julius Turner 

Out of SEC country and Meridian (Miss.) High, 

the 6-2, 270-pound Turner had 57 tackles, including 
15 stops for loss, and 8.5 sacks as a senior. 


SLEEPER 


Look for Chris Ash and the new staff to really make New Jersey a priority 
unlike its been seen from previous coaching staffs, as they look to connect 
with high school programs and coaches across the state. They have needs 
in virtually all position groups so look for the coaches to recruit the best 
available athletes. 

— By Steve Wiltfong 


2017 NEEDS 


Committments 


2azsronxr=COMPOSITE 
0 Oo 13 4 


Average Stars 


Total Stars 47 


National Rank: 76 B10: 13 


Pos, HL WL Stars Hometown 
Michael Maletti OL 62 25 OO West Orange Don Bosco Prep 
247Sports Composite rated No. 18 center nationally and No. 62 player in New Jersey... Helped 
team to state championship in 2015... All-State... Helped leading rusher gain 1,589 yards 


tushing and 13 touchdowns as a senior. 


School 


Solomon Manning IB 61 22 OO6 Colonia Colonia 
Ranked No. 44 outside linebacker nationally and No. 15 player in New Jersey by 247Sports 
Composite... As a senior, had 117 tackles (62 solo), one quarterback sack and one intercep- 
tion... Had 231 yards receiving and three touchdowns... Had 100 tackles (54 solo), including 
four tackles for loss, and five quarterback sacks as a junior. 


Tylin Oden 8 65 15 OOO Columbia, TN Spring Hill 
247Sports Composite rated No. 31 pro-style quarterback nationally and No. 19 player in 
Tennessee... Had more than 4,000 total career yards... As a senior, had 1,389 yards passing 
and 15 touchdowns... Had 922 yards rushing and 10 touchdowns... Had 1,947 yards offense 
and 28 touchdowns as a junior. 


Jonathan Pollock IBO511 22 000 Orlando, FL Dr. Phillips 
Ranked No. 76 outside linebacker nationally by 247Sports Composite... Had 94 tackles, includ- 
ing 14 tackles for loss, six quarterback sacks and one interception as a junior... Blocked two 
kicks... Scored one defensive touchdown. 


Trey Sneed RB 5-10 25 O66 Orange Park, FL Fleming Island 
247Sports Composite rated No. 33 running back nationally and No. 80 player in Florida... As a 
senior, had 1,294 yards rushing and 15 touchdowns... Played wildcat quarterback as a junior. 


Julius Tamer DL 62 270 O©6 Meridian, MS Meridian 
Ranked No. 50 player in Mississippi by 247Sports Composite... All-State... As a senior, had 57 
tackles (36 solo), including 15 tackles for loss, 8.5 quarterback sacks and nine quarterback 
hurries... Had 42 tackles, including 15 tackles for loss, and four quarterback sacks as a junior. 


Tyreek Williams 1B 6&1 200 O89 Sicklerville Timber Creek 
247Sports Composite rated No. 88 outside linebacker nationally and No. 35 player in New 
Jersey... Had 74 tackles (53 solo), one quarterback sack and two interceptions as a senior... 
As a junior, had 64 tackles and 11 quarterback sacks. 
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PLAYER PROFILE 


Bulked Up Hamilton Ready for Return 


arius Hamilton's knee was. still 
[ex at times during spring prac- 

tice, so the Rutgers defensive tackle 
went light on certain days. 

The rehab and recovery for achy knees, 
which has lasted more than a year, likely will 
linger into training camp, but there should be 
ultimately be a payoff for all the work. 

Hamilton is an important figure for the 
Scarlet Knights in 2016. Rutgers needs 
leadership and toughness on defense, as 
well as a veteran presence who can navi- 
gate the team through the tough times. 

And Hamilton will try to provide all that 
while playing at a much heavier weight 
than in previous years. 

Hamilton ended spring practice weigh- 
ing 283 pounds, which is 25 pounds more 
than he carried during the 2014 season. He 
arrived at Rutgers as a five-star defensive 
tackle, but he weighed about 240 pounds. 

“| think (the added size) will affect you at 
first, but that’s why you run and come out and 
condition,” Hamilton said. “It feels great be- 
cause it’s one of those things when you put 
your hands on somebody, you feel it and you 
know they feel it. It’s a world of difference.” 

Since arriving at Rutgers, Hamilton, 
from Don Bosco Prep in Ramsey, N.J., has 
been heralded for staying close to home, 
but also for his production. That was miss- 
ing last season when he sat out all but 
one game — an ill-fated attempt to play 
at Penn State despite not being ready 
because of the knee issue. 

He redshirted and then stayed through a 
coaching change. Now, he is one of the most 
identifiable players on the Scarlet Knights. 

“He’s a great leader for us,” defensive 
tackle Sebastian Joseph said. “He’s just 
always there to motivate us and we can 
go to him with anything. It’s great to have 
him (back) with us because we missed him 
when he was gone.” 

Hamilton will be asked to anchor a re- 
building defense, and he has impressive 
credentials when healthy. 

He blossomed as a sophomore in 2013, 


4 : during the season will 


_ BEST AND BRIGHTEST 


; MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


DE JULIAN PINNIX-ODRICK 
: The leadership and 
: toughness he displays 


far outweigh the pro- 
? duction he has on the 
4 line of scrimmage. 

... Versatile enough to play both defensive end 
: slots and move to three-technique in certain 

i packages. ... Started 12 games and made 33 
tackles, including a sack, last season. ... Won 
: the Swarm and Finish Award for his effort and 
: intensity in 2015. 


i EMERGING STAR 
 RBJOSH HICKS 


Played in 12 games and 
? started one at safety. ... 
Rushed for 674 yards 
: and four touchdowns as 
? a sophomore, and has 


1,114 rushing yards in two 
: seasons. ... Made six tackles as a safety in a 
| : win at Army. ... Ran for 113 yards and two TDs 


: in a win against Kansas. ... Led Rutgers in 


i rushing in three games during his sophomore 
? season. ... Ran for 202 yards on 19 carries 


against UNC and was the Quick Lane Bowl 
: MVP in 2014. 


Gl | TOP NEWCOMER 


Darius Hamilton 


Photo by AP Photo/Carlos Osorio 


making 48 tackles, including 4.5 sacks. In 
2014, which was the Scarlet Knights’ first : 
season in the Big Ten, he made 45 tackles : 


and had six sacks. He has a combined 23 
tackles for loss in those two seasons. 
“| cannot wait for the season,” Hamilton 


said. “| think the best time is when you are : 
out on the field with your teammates play- : 


ing. That is something | missed.” 


For more coverage visit lindyssports.com/college-football/big-ten/rutgers 
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: CB ROSS TAYLOR-DOUGLAS 
Has two years of eligibili- 
? ty remaining after 

: transferring as a gradu- 
ate student from 
Michigan. ... He played 
running back, receiver and 

: defensive back at Michigan, but is expected to 
: stick at cornerback with Rutgers. ... Carried 

: for 18 yards on 10 carries in six games in 
2015. ... Appeared in 10 games as a redshirt 

: freshman in 2014. ... Was a three-star pros- 

: pect who had committed to Penn State before 
signing with Michigan out of Avon (Ohio) High. 


3 Photos courtesy of Rutgers Athletics. 


www.lindyssports.com 2016 


MAC rank: 6 Record: 


ROCKETS at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: Toledo, Ohio 

COACH: Jason Candle — At Toledo and overall: 1-0 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Brian Wright 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Brian George 


RETURNING STARTERS; 14; 8 offense, 4 defense, kicker, 
punter 

sr atnsnoenssennsussasecnasggunaneesnanersnesevareeneveeesereeaisntesninstsenseetenseseseieasnen 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Logan Woodside, RB Kareem Hunt, 
RB Terry Swanson, WR/PR Corey Jones, OT Storm Norton, 
DT Treyvon Hester, S DeJuan Rogers 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Toledo has loads of experience at 
the skill positions on offense, and one of the best offensive 
lines in the conference, so scoring should not be an issue. 
The Rockets should wear down the opposition with their 
depth at running back (Hunt and Swanson) and four linemen 
returning from the top rushing offense in the league. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS; The defense is thin on seasoned vet- 
erans, especially up front, and that could prove to be trouble- 
some in the first month of the season when the Rockets face 
Fresno State and BYU. The back end is also green, so Toledo 
might have to simply win a high-scoring battle on some nights. 


Junior quarterback Logan Woodside is back as 
a starter after redshirting last season when the start- 
ing job went to Alabama transfer Phillip Ely. Wood- 
side passed for 2,263 yards and 19 touchdowns while 
going 8-2 as the starter in 2014. 

He is joined by the MAC’s most potent combination 
of running backs — senior Kareem Hunt and junior 
Terry Swanson. 

Hunt, despite battling injuries, rushed for 973 yards 
and led the MAC in rushing yards per game (108.1) 
last season. He rushed for 624 yards and nine touch- 
downs in his final five games. Swanson carried the 
load while Hunt was out, with 923 yards, averaging 
6.5 yards per carry. 

The Rockets have potent weapons outside with senior 
Corey Jones and junior Cody Thompson. Jones has 123 
receptions and 10 scores in the past two seasons, while 
Thompson hits the big plays, averaging 22.3 yards per 
catch last year, the third-best mark in the nation. 

Four starters are back from an O-line that last season 
allowed only five sacks, ranking second in the nation. 
The strength up front also paved the way for the MAC’s 
top rushing attack at 207.9 yards per game. Senior all- 
conference left tackle Storm Norton leads that bunch. 


Most of the experience is gone from the dominant line 
of 2015. Toledo will lean on senior tackle Treyvon Hester, 
a two-time all-conference selection, while the newcom- 
ers mature. Hester has registered 23.5 tackles for loss and 
16 quarterback hurries over the past three seasons. 

Junior tackle Marquise Moore is a talented for- 
mer wrestler who needs to stay healthy to be effec- 
tive, while senior end John Stepec is a proven edge 
rusher who had 24 tackles last season. Junior end 
Zach Quinn and sophomore end Olasunkanmi Ad- 
eniyi will need to fill roles up front. 

Jaylen Coleman and Ja’Wuan Woodley give the Rock- 
ets sound experience and leadership at linebacker. 

Things are a little less settled in the secondary, with 
all-conference senior safety DeJuan Rogers, who led 
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TOLEDO | ROCKETS 


MAC record: 6-2 /T-lst, West) Stadit 


/ 


KAREEM HUNT 


“We have a solid foundation, so there's 
no reason to make major changes to the 
way we do things around here.” 

— Jason Candle 


Toledo’s defensive backs with 67 tackles last year, 
being the clear leader of a young group. Sophomore 
Josh Teachey, and juniors Trevon Mathis and Jordan 
Martin, likely will take over the corners. 

Senior safeties Connery Swift and Delando John- 
son will see their playing time increase after filling 
backup roles a year ago. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Senior punter Nick Ellis (g9.4-yard average in 2015) 
returns, as does place-kicker Jameson Vest, who hit 19 
of 27 field goal attempts. Senior Corey Jones was the 
leading punt returner in the MAC last season. 


OVERVIEW 

There’s no talk about the dawn of a new era or a 
major remake. First-year head coach Jason Candle 
was already an integral part of Toledo’s program as 
its offensive coordinator before taking over prior to 
last season’s bowl game. Candle has a potent offense 
and an unproven defense as he attempts to bring the 
Rockets their first MAC title since 2004. If the defense 
matures quickly, they should be in the mix. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


OT Luke Doerger: This four-time, first-team all- 
conference pick comes from the Cincinnati football 


factory at La Salle High. Doerger was a National Merit 
semifinalist who turned down six lvy League schools 
and two military academies to play for the Rockets. 
He seems destined for a leadership role at Toledo. 


i) Glass Bow! (26,248) 


By Matt Markey 


2016 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB i1 | Logan Woodside* 6-2 201 Jr. 
RB 3 | Kareem Hunt® 6-0 225 Sr. 
WR 4 | Corey Jones* 5-9 165 Sr. 
WR 25 | Cody Thompson® 6-2 200 Jr. 
WR 19 | Diontae Johnson 5-11 172 So. 
TE 80 | Michael Roberts 6-5 270 Sr. 
LT 74 | Storm Norton® 6-8 306 Sr. 
LG 68 | Paul Perschon* 6-6 312 Sr. 
C 60 | Nate Jeppesen 6-3 265 Jr. 
RG 64 | Mike Ebert* 6-6 300 Sr. 
RT 76 | Elijah Nkansah® 6-6 315 Jr. 
DEFENSE 

DE 10 | John Stepec 6-3 256 Sr. 
DT 91 | Treyvon Hester* 6-3 300 Sr. 
DT 52 | Marquise Moore 6-0 300 Jr. 
DE 9 | OlasunkanmiAdeniyi 6-2 252 So. 
LB 44 | Jaylen Coleman® 6-0 235 Sr. 
LB 30 | Ja’'WuanWoodley® 5-11 233 Jr. 
NB 32 | Josh Teachey 5-11 185 So. 
CB 2 | Jordan Martin 6-3 206 Jr. 
CB 6 | Trevon Mathis 6-0 174 Jr. 
s 3 | Connery Swift 5-11 198 Sr. 
S 23 | DeJuan Rogers’ 6-0 190 Sr. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 37 | Jameson Vest* 5-10 196 So. 
P 48 | Nick Ellis* 5-10 175 Sr. 
"Returning starters in Bold 


2016 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 3 at Arkansas State 
Sept. 10 MAINE 
Sept. 17 FRESNO STATE 
Sept. 30 at BYU 
Oct. 8 at Eastern Michigan 
Oct. 15 BOWLING GREEN 
Oct. 22 CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
Oct. 27 OHIO 
Nov. 2 at Akron 
Nov. 9 at Northern Illinois 
Nov. 16 BALL STATE 
Nov. 25 at Western Michigan 
2015 RESULTS 
CAN STONY BROOK 
Ww at Arkansas 16-12 
Ww IOWA STATE 30-23 
Ww ARKANSAS STATE 37-7 
w at Ball State 24-10 
Ww KENT STATE 38-7 
w EASTERN MICHIGAN 63-20 
Ww at Massachusetts 51-35 
L NORTHERN ILLINOIS 27-32 
w at Central Michigan 28-23 
Ww at Bowling Green 44-28 
L WESTERN MICHIGAN 30-35 
Boca Raton Bowl 
Ww vs. Temple 32-17 
2015 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 35.0 31 
Rushing 207.9 27 
Passing 253.0 40 
Total 460.9 30 
DEFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 20.8 21 
Rushing 115.2 10 
Passing 259.7 105 
Total 374.8 46 
TO MARGIN PER GAME RANK 
+8 + 0.67 T-21 
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WISCONSIN 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Joe Rudolph 


BADGERS 


For more coverage of the Badgers, visit wisconsin.247Sports.com 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Justin Wilcox 


BADGERS LOOKING TO REGAIN THEIR RUN-FIRST IDENTITY 


settle its offensive line in 2015. 

A program known for its dominance 
up front and consistent running game started 
seven different combinations along the of- 
fensive line last season before finally seeing 
success against Minnesota during the final 
week of the regular season. 

The Badgers ran for 257 yards that day, 
and followed up with another solid per- 
formance in a 23-21 Holiday Bowl victory 
over Southern California, when they ran 
for 177 yards. 

That painful process in 2015 may have 
made the position a strength for Wisconsin 
in 2016 as the Badgers attempt to regain their 
identity as a potent run-first offense. 

Those freshmen have another year of ex- 
perience, and the only loss on the offensive 
line — left tackle Tyler Marz — will be can- 
celed out by UW-Stevens Point transfer Ryan 
Ramczyk, who drew rave reviews from coach- 
es and teammates throughout the past year 
while he sat out due to NCAA transfer rules. 

“I feel like we have two really solid lines 
at this point,” redshirt sophomore Michael 
Deiter said. “We have eight, nine guys that 
are ready to go in and play, or at least are 
close to being ready to go in and play. It just 
gives you a lot of confidence.” 

The Badgers were thrown off by numerous 
injuries in fall camp last year, and they now 
have the depth to cope with that situation if 
it were to happen again. 

Dan Voltz, a three-year starter at center 
who missed spring practice with a knee in- 
jury, even suggested to the coaching staff 
that he should move to guard when he’s 
healthy because Deiter played so well at 
center during the last half of the season and 
during spring ball. 

That would leave serious competition for 
Wisconsin’s two guard spots between a num- 
ber of players who have contributed in previ- 
ous seasons. 

The return of senior running back Corey 
Clement will surely boost the running game 
as well. After entering 2015 with the hope of 
emerging as one of the nation’s top rushers, 
he missed eight games with a sports hernia 
injury and one more due to suspension. 


|: took 12 games for Wisconsin to finally 
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Clement, who rushed for 949 yards and 
nine touchdowns while backing up Heis- 
man Trophy runner-up Melvin Gordon in 
2014, has one more chance to fulfill his 
goal of becoming the Badgers’ next great 
running back. 

“I have another chance to come back and re- 
deem myself,” Clement said. “Come back for a 
stronger season that I hoped to have last year.” 


OFFENSE 


While the running game looks as if it will 
be much improved, the Badgers must find a 
new starting quarterback to replace four-year 
starter Joel Stave. 

The competition between fifth-year se- 
nior Bart Houston and redshirt freshman 
Alex Hornibrook wasn’t settled during spring 
practice, and Wisconsin coach Paul Chryst 
likely won’t make a decision on his starter 
until deep into fall camp. 

Houston, a highly ranked recruit who 
hasn’t seized the opportunity to start the past 
four years, has the better arm strength and 
has the experience of leading the Badgers to 
a win at Illinois last season when Stave left in 
the first quarter with a head injury. 

Hornibrook looked a bit overwhelmed to 
begin spring practice, struggling with his 
accuracy and consistency. But he looked 
much better over the final few weeks and 
ended with a fantastic showing in the 
spring game in which he completed two 
deep touchdown passes. 

Chryst didn’t want the two to think of 
spring practice as a competition. He want- 
ed both to focus only on self-improvement 
while leaving the position battle for the fall. 
Both quarterbacks, however, still need to 
become more consistent before Wisconsin 
opens against LSU on Sept. 3. 

“I told them the other day, we’re not where 
we want to be, but I don’t think they’re be- 
hind schedule,” Chryst said in the spring. 

“We've truly got to take advantage of fall 
camp and those 29 practices and opportuni- 
ties before we open up. I think they’ve grown, 
and I think they’re in a good spot, but we’ve 
got a ways to go.” 

There are also questions among the group 
of wide receivers that Houston and Horni- 


ar 


STADIUM: Camp Randall: 80,321 


SCHEDULE 


Date 


Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 29 
Nov. 5 
Nov, 12 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 26 


Opponent 15 Record 

vs. LSU (Green Bay, WI) 9-3 
AKRON 8-5 
GEORGIA STATE 6-7 
at Michigan State 12-2 
at Michigan 10-3 
OHIO STATE 12-1 

at lowa 12-2 
NEBRASKA 6-7 

at Northwestern 10-3 
ILLINOIS 5-7 

at Purdue 2-10 
MINNESOTA 6-7 


RESULTS 


= Bae — a ee — = i 


W 


vs. Alabama (Dallas, TX) 17-35 


MIAMI (OH) 58-0 
TROY 28-3 
HAWAII 28-0 
lOWA 6-10 
at Nebraska 23-21 
PURDUE 24-7 
at Illinois 24-13 
RUTGERS 48-10 
at Maryland 31-24 
NORTHWESTERN 7-13 
at Minnesota 31-21 
Holiday Bowl 
vs. USC 23-21 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 


a n> 8 DS 8 OD MH MO 10 
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AT A GLANCE 


Madison, Wis. 


10-3 overall, 6-2 Big Ten (T-2nd, West) 


Paul Chryst — At Wisconsin: 10-3, 
1 year; overall: 29-22, 4 years 


10;5 offense, 4 defense, kicker 


RB Corey Clement, WR Robert 
Wheelwright, LT Ryan Ramczyk, 

DE Chikwe Obasih, OLB Vince Biegel, 
OLB T.J. Watt, ILB T.J. Edwards, 

CB Sojourn Shelton 


The front seven returns talent and 
depth and should continue to dominate 
despite the loss of defensive coordina- 
tor Dave Aranda. The running game 
should also be much improved with 

a healthy Clement and an offensive 
line that enters the season deeper and 
more experienced than last year. 


The passing game, and perhaps the 
production of the entire offense, could 
hinge on the success of a new starting 
quarterback. Wide receiver and tight 
end may not have the desired depth at 
the moment. Replacing three starters 
at defensive back won't be easy for a 
defense that ranked seventh nationally 
in pass defense last year. 


QB Joel Stave, WR Alex Erickson, 

TE Austin Traylor, DL Arthur Goldberg, 
OLB Joe Schobert, CB Darius Hillary, 
SS Michael Caputo, FS Tanner McEvoy 


If the Badgers can shore up their sec- 
ondary and turn a new starting quarter- 
back into a competent passer, this 
could be a really tough team to beat. 
They do have a brutal schedule, partic- 
ularly in the first two months, which 
makes a quick start vital to eventually 
earning a spot in the Big Ten title game. 


The number of consecutive years in 
which Wisconsin ranked in the top 15 
nationally in rushing yards per game Le AV 2 ‘ 
before finishing 94th in that category a asl 
last year. oe of 1 


Photo. by Joe. Robbins 


Corey Clement 


brook will throw to this season. 

After losing All-Big Ten performer Alex 
Erickson, the Badgers are expecting senior 
Robert Wheelwright and redshirt junior 
Jazz Peavy to take on a larger role this sea- 
son, while senior Reggie Love and junior 
George Rushing will have to provide depth 
after not contributing much to this point 
in their careers. 

Tight ends Troy Fumagalli and Eric Stef- 
fes return, while redshirt freshman Kyle 
Penniston — a natural pass-catcher who 
impressed during spring practice — could 
surprise at that position. 

The Badgers are experimenting with 
Leon Jacobs and Alec Ingold at fullback 
after the departures of Derek Watt and 
Derek Straus. Jacobs was a starting inside 
linebacker last season before losing his job 
to true freshman Chris Orr. Ingold was a 
surprise contributor at running back last 
year as a true freshman after beginning his 
career at linebacker. 

With the right development, those two 
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SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS STARTER YR. 
QB —_Bart Houston Sr. 
RB Corey Clement Sr. 


COMMENT 


The QB battle will likely continue deep into fall camp. 
Has potential to be one of the best in the country. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Alex Homibrook, Fr. 
Dare Ogunbowale, Sr.* 


WR — Robert Wheelwright* Sr. Staying healthy will be key for Wisconsin's likely No. 1 target. Reggie Love, Sr. 


WR Jazz Peavy Jr. 

TE Troy Fumagalii Jr. 

TE __ Eric Steffes Sr. 

LT —_ Ryan Ramezyk Jr. 

LG Dan Voltz* Sr. 

C Michael Deiter* So. 
RG Beau Benzschawel* 
RT —_ Jacob Maxwell 

PK Rafael Gaglianone* = Jr. 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


Came on late last season and impressed during spring ball. 
Natural pass-catcher is expected to have a big role in the offense, Kyle Penniston, Fr. 
Will contribute with his blocking ability more than his hands, 
Expected to be an instant star after transferring from UW-Stevens Point. David Moorman, Fr. 
The three-year starter at center could move to guard this fall. Jon Dietzen, Fr. 
Impressed at center over the second half of last year. 
So. — Played much better after moving from tackle to quard in November. Micah Kapoi, So. 
So. — O-line was at its best when he started final two games last season. Brett Connors, So. 
Looking to regain form after a bit of a sophomore slump. 


George Rushing, Jr. 


David Edwards, Fr. 


Dan Voltz, Sr. 


Andrew Endicott, Sr. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER YR. 
DE — Chikwe Obasih* Je. 

NT Olive Sagapolu 
DE Conor Sheehy Jr. 
LB Vince Biegel* 
LB TJ. Edwards* So. 
LB Chris Orr So. 
LBs TJ. Watt Jr. 
CB Sojourn Shelton* Sr. 
CB Derrick Tindal Jr. 
SS D'Cota Dixon Jr. 
FS Leo Musso Sr. 
P Anthony Lotti Fr. 

*Returning Starter in Bold 


COMMENT 


could bring an even bigger boost to Wis- 
consin’s running game, along with Clem- 
ent’s return and a seemingly improved 
offensive line. 


DEFENSE 


It may be too much to ask of Wisconsin to 
replicate what it did on defense a year ago. 

The Badgers, who finished No. 1 nation- 
ally in scoring defense, are breaking in new 
coordinator Justin Wilcox after Dave Aran- 
da left for a big contract at LSU, and they 
must cope with the loss of three key starters 
in the secondary. 

Cornerback Darius Hillary, and safeties 
Michael Caputo and Tanner McEvoy, had 
seven years of starting experience among 
them, and all three signed free-agent deals 
following the NFL Draft in April. 

Wisconsin does return fourth-year start- 
er Sojourn Shelton at cornerback, but the 
rest of the secondary enters the season with 
major question marks. 

Leo Musso and D’Cota Dixon — who 


Third-year starter leads a deep, talented defensive line. 
So. — Played well as a true freshman last season. 

Still competing for a starting job. 

Sr. The heart of Wisconsin's defense had 14 TFLs last season. 
Led the Badgers in tackles (84) as a redshirt freshman. 
2015 part-time starter still in position battle with Jack Cichy. Jack Cichy, Jr. 
Former tight end showed massive improvement last year. 
Four-year starter who leads an inexperienced secondary. 
Will need to continue to improve in first year as a starter. 
Has big shoes to fill replacing Michael Caputo. 

Will continue to fight for a starting job this fall. 

True frosh expected to instantly improve punting game. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Zander Neuville, So. 
Jeremy Patterson, So. 
Alec James, Jr. 
Garret Dooley, Jr. 
Ryan Connelly, So. 


Zack Baun, Fr. 
Natrell Jamerson, Jr. 
Titus Booker, Fr. 

Joe Ferguson, Jr. 
Arrington Farrar, So. 
PJ. Rosowski, So. 


both measure 5-10 at best — are expected to 
be the first-team players at safety, although 
sophomore Arrington Farrar has the ability 
to steal a starting job with a good showing 
during fall camp. 

Junior Derrick Tindal showed improve- 
ment at cornerback throughout last season 
and will be the likely starter opposite Shel- 
ton, while junior Natrell Jamerson and red- 
shirt freshman Titus Booker need to prove 
they can be consistently relied on to pro- 
vide depth at the position. 

“We have three starters that left. There 
are going to be competitions,” first-year 
defensive backs coach Jim Leonhard said 
during spring practice in March. 

“Guys are going to be competing for 
those jobs, and after that it’s building 
depth. You want to be comfortable with 
eight, 10 guys. You want to get as many 
guys ready to play in games as possible.” 

The front seven, on the other hand, 
returns a number of key players and could 
be dominant once again. 
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NDS Rank: No. 1 RB in class of 2017 


Arguably the most talented running back prospect in the senior class, Clement struggled 
to fill the shoes of Melvin Gordon last season, mostly due to a hernia injury. But he wisely 
passed on the NFL Draft for a chance at redemption as a senior. Clement uses strong 
strides and block recognition to gash defenses, while also showing reliable receiving traits 


out of the backfield. 


NDS Rank: No. 2 C in class of 2017 


After Travis Frederick left the Badgers following the 2012 season, Voltz emerged as the 
starting center in 2013 and played like an All-American in 2014. However, he missed most 
of the 2015 season due to a torn ACL in his right knee. If he’s able to return to form in 2016 
as a senior, Voltz could follow in Frederick’s footsteps as an early-round draft pick. 


NDS Rank: No. 8 OLB in class of 2017 


While Joe Schobert stole the show last season among Wisconsin's front-seven defenders, 
Biegel also showed much improvement, finishing with 66 tackles, including 14 for loss, and 
eight sacks. Like Schobert, he flies around the field with range, hustle and the aggressive 


mentality to be a finisher. 


Chris Orr, T.J. Edwards and Jack Cichy 
— all of whom made major contributions 
to Wisconsin’s defense last season — will 
battle for two spots at inside linebacker. 
Wilcox sees all three as starters and expects 
to rotate the trio regularly. 

Outside linebacker Vince Biegel put the 
NFL on hold to return for his senior season, 
while former tight end TJ. Watt will take 
over the other starting spot on the outside 
after growing into that position last season. 

Big Ten Linebacker of the Year and 
fourth-round NFL draft pick Joe Schobert 
will be missed, but the coaching staff has 
confidence that Watt can provide the same 
type of pass-rushing ability that helped 
Schobert to a breakout season in 2015. 

Defensive lineman Arthur Goldberg left 
the team due to head injuries, but the Bad- 
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— Dane Brugler, NFLDraftScout.com 


gers return the rest of a deep group up front 
and could add more re-enforcements if in- 
coming freshman Garrett Rand lives up to 
the hype. 


Junior kicker Rafael Gaglianone has 
lost a significant amount of weight en- 
tering his third year as a starter and will 
hope to recapture the form from his 
freshman season. He made just 18 of 27 
field goal attempts in 2015 after con- 
verting on 19 of 22 tries during his first 
year at Wisconsin. 

Four-year starting punter Drew Meyer is 
gone. Incoming freshman Anthony Lotti is 
expected to win the starting job during fall 
camp and could instantly improve the Bad- 
gers’ No. 107 national ranking last season 


in net punting average. 

Cornerback Natrell Jamerson, who re- 
turned a kickoff for a touchdown against 
Maryland last year, will likely keep those 
duties, while the Badgers will need to find a 
new No. 1 punt returner after the departure 
of Alex Erickson. 


The Badgers will face a much tougher 
schedule than they’ve seen the past two 
years, as five of their first seven opponents 
finished in the top 16 of the final AP Poll 
in 2015. 

After avoiding the top teams from the 
Big Ten Eastern Division in recent sea- 
sons, Wisconsin’s first three conference 
games this fall come against Michigan 
State, Michigan and Ohio State. The 
Badgers will also face LSU at Lambeau 
Field in Green Bay, Wis., to open the 
season, and travel to Iowa the week after 
hosting the Buckeyes. 

Wisconsin, which finished 9-3 in the 
regular season last year, could make signifi- 
cant improvements and not have the over- 
all record to show for it. 

— Jason Galloway 
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NOTEBOOK 


isconsin has plenty of reason to believe 
Wi: offense can perform far better than 

last season. Perhaps a bigger challenge 
will be trying to replicate its defensive success 
with a new coordinator. 

After being fired by Southern California, Justin 
Wilcox will take on the task of upholding a Wiscon- 
sin defense that ranked No. 1 nationally in scoring 
defense last year under Dave Aranda, who left for 
the same position at LSU. 

That isn’t Wilcox’s mindset, though. He sim- 
ply wants to maximize the potential of this year’s 
defense, regardless of what accolades the group 
earned in 2015. 

“I'm just a piece of the puzzle,” Wilcox said. 
“| think when you start adding in those external 
things, you might lose track of what’s really im- 
portant, and that’s just preparing the team the 
best you can.” 

Despite some struggles with the Trojans in the 
past two seasons, Wilcox experienced successful 
Stints as a defensive coordinator at Washington, 
Tennessee and Boise State. 

It should be a smooth transition for the play- 
ers. Wilcox prefers a 3-4 base defense like Aranda 
did, and the Badgers’ defense looked quite similar 
this spring to what Aranda installed over the past 
three years. 

“The 3-4 is kind of what we've recruited to and 
the team has been made up of in the past, and Jus- 
tin has a background in that,” Wisconsin coach Paul 
Chryst said. 

“We know that it’s all about the players. You need 
to have a foundation and a starting point, but it's 
in the tackling, leveraging the ball, playing sound 


BADGERS SPRING ROSTER 


coverage, being disciplined in the rush lane. The es- 
sence of the game, we saw eye-to-eye on.” 

® Linebacker Joe Schobert was the first pick 
of the fourth round, No. 99 overall, and fullback 
Derek Watt went in the sixth round of the NFL Draft. 
Seven more Badgers signed free-agent deals after 


the draft. Wisconsin has had a player selected in 38 
consecutive drafts. 

® Starting defensive end Arthur Goldberg and 
offensive lineman Walker Williams left the pro- 
gram prior to their senior seasons due to concerns 
with head injuries. 


OUTSIDER'S VIEW 


“Last year was the first since 2004 that the Badgers 
did not have a 1,000-yard rusher — and yet they won 
10 games. Paul Chryst and Joel Stave had a lot to do 
with that. As much as Coach Chryst knows the impor- 
tance of the run game, he loves to coach the pass game. 

“The ultimate goal is to return to a 1,000-yard tail- 
back rushing game and at the same time balance up 
the offense. The quarterback position appears to be 
headed into the hands of Bart Houston, but, just as 
important, the offensive line has stabilized. 

“Last year heading into the bow! game, seven of the 10 
offensive linemen in the two-deep were redshirt freshmen. 
Four of them started, so a big story heading into the fall is the 
continued development of the offensive line, because when 
itis dominant, Wisconsin is a championship-caliber team.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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Quarterback Pos. HE Wt = Yr Hometown 98 Kraig Howe DE 6-3 261 Fr. Dayton, OH 
17 Bobby Dunn QB 5-9 197 So. Madison 57 Alec James DE 6-3 267 Jr. Brookfield 
12_AlexHornibrook QB 6-4 216 Fr. West Chester,PA 91 Zander Neuville DE 6-5 258 So _Waupaca 
13 Bart Houston QB 6-4 232 Sr. Dublin, CA 34 Chikwe Obasih DE 6-3 268 Jr. Brookfield 
14_Karé Lyles QB 6-2 208 Fr. Scottsdale, AZ 92 Jeremy Patterson NT 6-3 340 So Screven, GA 
Running Backs Pos. Ht WL Ye Hometown 52 David Pfaff DE 6-2 270 Fr. Mequon 
24 CoreyClement RB 5-11 214 Sr. Glassboro, NJ 74 GunnarRoberge NT 6-4 296 Fr. —=_Seymour 
28 Taiwan Deal RB 6-1 217 So. Capitol Heights, MD 65 Olive Sagapolu NT 6-2. 333 So. Huntington Beach, CA 
45 Alec Ingold FB 6-2 «241 = So. Green Bay 94 Conor Sheehy NT 6-4 290 Jr Milwaukee 
32 Leon Jacobs FB 6-2 235 «Sr. Santa Clarita, CA 66 Kelly Thomas DE 66 271 Fr. Racine 
36_Troy Lautenberg RB 5-10 187 _F. Waunakee Linebackers Pos. HL Wh Yr. Hometown 
23 Dare Ogunbowale RB 5-11 201 Sr. Milwaukee 56 Zack Baun OLB 6-3 225 Fr Brown Deer 
aes = = = 2 = 47 Vince Biegel OLB 6-4 242 Sr. Wisconsin Rapids 
<> 48 Jack OLB 6-2 221 Jr. Somerset 

ee ae ee 20 a bcs LS she WB 6-3 233 So. Eden Prairie, MN 
heey as x —— 46 Ty DeForest WB 6-0 233 Fr Marshall 
41 Henry Houden WR 64 23 Fr Madison 55 Garret Dooley OLB 6-3 245 Jr. __ Rochester, IL 
16 Reggie Love WR 63 200 Sr Boynton Beach, FL 41 Conrad Dudenhoefer OLB 6-1 213 Fr. ___ Milwaukee 
if dale Poesy WR 68 18k —re 53 TJ. Edwards ILB 6-1 239 So. Lake Villa, IL 
43 Peter Roy WR 60 188 So Mailings 54 Dallas Jeanty OLB 6-1 233 Fr Fort Lauderdale, FL_ 
17 George Rushing WR G1 191 Je eet ee _Henseka 
85 KrenwickSanders WR 62 212 So. Jesup, GA 50 Chris Orr LB 6-0 «227 So. DeSoto, TX 
32 Austin ¥ t WR 6-3 185 Fr Kimberly 29 Max Praschak OLB 6-2 205 Fr. _ Somerset 
15 Robert Wheelwright WR 6-3 203 Sr Columbus, OH 51 Connor Rolain LB 5-11 218 = So. Appleton 
Tight Ends Pos, HL Wh Yr Hometown fon Bion anes Ee ee Pane Oe 
Say (ghar TE 6-4 247 So. Delavan 42 TJ. Watt OLB 6-5 243 Jr Pewaukee 
89 David Edwards TE 6-7 254 Fr. DownersGrove,, 2 “#keWhalen _OLB 6-1 237 fr. a 
81 Troy Fumagalli TE 66 251 Jp Aurora, iL Defensive Backs Pos. Ht. Wi Yr Hometown 
48 Mitchell Hert TE 6-4 240 Fr Middleton 13 Evan Bondoc S 6-1 206 So. Madison 
49 Kyle Penniston TE 64 237 Fr Orange, CA 9 Titus Booker CB 5-11 192 Fr. Round Lake Beach, IL 
49 Michael Rolfe ‘TE 63 213. Fr Milwaukee 24 Keelon Brookins = S_—5-11 220 J St. Paul, MN 
44. Eric Steffes TE 65 263 Sr. Mount Calvary 14 D’Cota Dixon S 510 2022 J Oak Hill, FL 
; 21 ArringtonFarrar S$ 6-2 208 So. Atlanta, GA 

So. 36_Joe Ferguson S64 19 J. Madison 

So. 31 Lubern Figaro S 6-0 185 J Everett, MA 

So. 12 NatrellJamerson CB 6-0 187 Jr. _ Ocala, FL 

67 Jon Dietzen OL 66 332 Fr Black Creek 28 Blake Mielke S 62 202 Fr. _ Hartland 
77 lan Dretzka O 66 315 Fr Delafield 19 Leo Musso S 5-10 186 Sr, Waunakee 
78 Jason€rimann OL 66 325 Fr. Richfield 31_Matthew Reynolds S 5-11 198 So. Lake Geneva 
73 Kevin Estes OL 65 251 Fr, San Marcos, CA 8 Sojourn Shelton CB 5-9 173 Sr. ‘Ft. Lauderdale, FL_ 
79 Ben Hemer OL 66 298 Jr Medford 25 Derrick Tindal CB 5-11 175 Jr. —_‘ Fort Lauderdale, FL 
75. Micah Kapol OL 63 323 So, Kapolei, HI 30 Serge Trezy CB 6-2 209 Sr. Orlando, FL 
52 Jacob Maxwell OL 66 319 So. UD a Ee Kesey 
68 David M OL 65 295 Fr Northville, MI Specialists Pos. HE WL ¥f Hometown 
58 George Panos OL 65 317 So Hartland 96 Connor Allen P 6-0 167 Fr. New Berlin 
65 Ryan Ramezyk OL 66 308 Jr. Stevens Point 37 Andrew Endicott K 5-9 175 Sr. Roseville, CA 
76 Logan Schmidt OL 64 310 Sr Gotham 10 RafaelGaglianone K 5-11 230 Jr. Sao Paulo, Brazil 
70 Dan Voltz OL 63 301 Sr Barrington, IL 39 Zach Hintze K 60 179 Fr. Fond du Lac 
38 PJ. Rosowski P 6-3 202 So. Stoughton 

lS 6-0 St. Paul, MN 


T. Fumagalli 11 


Name GP Att. Gain Loss Net Avg TD Long Avg/G 
RUSHING D.Ogunbowale 13 «194 «870s «51 819 4.2 7 35 630 

T. Deal 100117, 509 «G53 «43 6 17 503 

C.Clement 4 48 231 10 221 46 5 58 552 
DEF LEADERS Tackles: TJ. Edwards 84, J. Schobert 79, V. Biegel 66 


Tackles for loss: J. Schobert 19.5, V. Biegel 14, J. Cichy 8 
Sacks: J. Schobert 9.5, V. Biegel 8, J. Cichy 5 
Interceptions: T. McEvoy 6, M. Caputo 2, L Musso 2 
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Cole Van Lanen 
The U.S. Army All-American and Top247 recruit out of 


position for the Badgers. 


Sam Brodner 


put up big testing numbers as a senior and arrives as 
one of the Midwest's most athletic prospects. Led his 


and scored 47 total touchdowns. 


Kendric Pryor 
Could play receiver or in the secondary on the next 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


and 12 touchdowns as a senior for Homewood- 
Flossmoor ((Ill.) High. 


Wt Stars Hometown School 


Luke Benzschawel DL 67 2 0800 Grafton Grafton 
247Sports Composite rated No. 15 player in Wisconsin... All-State... As a senior, had 83 
tackles, including 30 tackles for loss, and nine quarterback sacks... Had 23 receptions for 
295 yards and five touchdowns... Had 87 tackles, including 12 tackles for loss, four quar- 
terback sacks and four passes broken up as a junior. 


Tyler Biatasz DL 64 20 8090 Amherst Amherst 
Ranked No. 7 player in Wisconsin by 247Sports Composite... Two-time All-State... Had 70 tackles, 
seven quarterback sacks, five fumbles caused and one interception as a senior... Had 232 career 
tackles, 19 quarterback sacks and 11 fumbles caused... Scored three career touchdowns. 


Sam Brodner RB 5-10 210 OOO Glen Ellyn, iL Glenbard West 
247Sports Composite rated No. 52 running back nationally and No. 23 player in Illinois... 
Illinois Gatorade Player of the Year... Two-time All-State... Helped team to state champion- 
ship in 2015... As a senior, had 1,917 yards rushing, 430 yards receiving and 47 total 
touchdowns... Had 1,958 yards rushing and 28 touchdowns as a junior. 


Noah Burks Ob 63 21 O00 Carmel, IN Carmel 
Ranked No. 33 outside linebacker nationally and No. 5 player in Indiana by 247Sports 
Composite... Two-time All-State... Had 259 career tackles, including 36 tackles for loss, 13 
quarterback sacks, four fumbles caused and four interceptions... Had 89 tackles, including 
14 tackles for loss, six quarterback sacks and three interceptions as a senior. 


Eric Burrell S$ 60 10 O00 Severn, MD McDonogh School 
247Sports Composite rated No. 21 safety nationally and No. 12 player in Maryland... Two-time 
All-State... Had 172 career tackles and seven interceptions... Scored 12 career touchdowns... 
Asa senior, had 41 tackles and two interceptions. .. Had 37 tackles and one interception as a junior. 


Dontye Carriere-Willlams CB 5-10 176 OOO Hallandale Beach, FLSL Thomas Aquinas 
Ranked No. 88 cornerback nationally by 247Sports Composite... Helped team to two con- 
secutive state championships... Had 70 career tackles, five interceptions and 30 passes 
broken up... Had three interceptions as a senior. 


Cephus WR 62 19 O00 Macon, GA Stratiord Academy 
247Sports Composite rated No. 67 player in Georgia... Two-time All-State. .. Had 54 career 
receptions for 1,030 yards and 14 touchdowns... Had 519 career rushing yards and 11 
touchdowns... Completed 16 career passes for 251 yards and four touchdowns... As a 
senior, had 42 receptions for 872 yards and 12 touchdowns... Had six interceptions. 


Seth Currens $ 63 25 000 Pickerington, OH Central 
Ranked No. 81 safety nationally and No. 57 player in Ohio by 247Sports Composite... All- 
State... Had 209 career tackles, 13 interceptions and 26 passes broken up... Had 73 
tackles, three interceptions and nine passes broken up as a senior... Had 669 passing yards, 
254 receiving yards, 250 rushing yards and 15 total touchdowns, 


Griffin Grady OB 62 25 OOO Dublin, OH Coffman 
247Sports Composite rated No. 16 inside linebacker nationally and No. 19 player in Ohio... 
Had 285 career tackles, including 28 tackles for loss, 12.5 quarterback sacks, six fumbles 
caused, three interceptions, 14 passes broken up and blocked three punts. .. As a senior, had 
151 tackles, including 13 tackles for loss, five quarterback sacks, four fumbles caused, one 
interception and nine passes broken up. 


Deron Harrell BB 63 15 8090 Denver, C0 East 
Ranked No. 10 player in Colorado by 247Sports Composite... Had 1,347 yards passing and 17 
touchdowns as a senior... Had 330 yards rushing. .. As a junior, had three interceptions... Had 
1,621 yards passing and 17 touchdowns as a sophomore, leading team to state championship. 
Jake Hescock Tt 67 240 000 Salisbury, GT Salisbury School 


247Sports Composite rated No. 34 tight end nationally and No. 4 player in Connecticut... 
USA Today All-State... Had 23 receptions for 249 yards and two touchdowns as a senior. 

Dallas Jeanly 1B 6123 800 FL Lauderdale, FL FL Lauderdale 
Ranked No. 49 inside linebacker nationally by 247Sports Composite... Selected to Semper 
Fidelis All-American Bowl... As a senior, had 94 tackles, 14 quarterback sacks and seven 
fumbles caused... Had 75 tackles, 12 quarterback sacks and four fumbles caused as a junior. 
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Green Bay (Wis.) Bay Port could play any offensive line 


Could play running back or linebacker at the next level; 


team to a state championship as a senior by rushing for 
1,917 yards. He also added another 430 yards receiving 


level, but initially brings an exciting playmaking ability 
to the receiver corps. Caught 43 passes for 1,152 yards 


Patrick Kas! 

247Sports ranked the Forest Lake (Minn.) Senior tal- 

) ent a lot higher than its peers, making him a four-star 
recruit inside the Top247. The 6-6, 280-pound Kas! is 

still developing physically, but he has the frame and 

athleticism to be special in Madison. 


fJ~) The Badgers biggest needs on the trail in 2017 come at the running back 
‘==! position on offense and in the secondary — at cornerback — on defense. 
= The Badgers are always on the lookout for big offensive linemen and tight- 
>=! ends to continue their running tradition. 

— — By Steve Wiltfong 
Sm 

coc 
ae | 


Committinents 25 


2<7sronr= COMPOSITE 
0 86306CU22 O 


Average Stars 3.12 


Total Stars 78 
National Rank: 33 B10: 6 


Hometown 


Patrick Johnson S 6&1 18 O00 
247Sports Composite rated No. 24 player in Maryland. .. Missed senior season due to injury... As a 
junior, had 48 tackles and five interceptions. .. Had 693 all-purpose yards and six total touchdowns. 


Patrick OL 66 2:0 000 Wyoming, MIN Forest Lake 
Ranked No. 43 offensive tackle nationally by 247Sports Composite... All-State... As a senior, 
had more than 50 pancake blocks... Had 16 career quarterback sacks. 


Anthony Lotti P 6119 800 Flowery Branch, GA West Hall 
247Sports Composite rated No. 4 punter nationally... Two-time All-State... Averaged 45.4 
yards per punt on 49 punts as a senior... As a junior, averaged 45.2 yards per punt on 28 punts. 


Isalahh Loudermilk DL 67 270 800 Howard, KS West Elk 
Ranked No, 41 athlete nationally and No. 4 player in Kansas by 247Sports Composite... All- 
State... Had 267 career tackles, 22 quarterback sacks and three interceptions... As a senior, 
had 97 tackles, two quarterback sacks and two interceptions, . . Had five touchdown receptions. 


Kare’ Lyles 0B 62 28 O00 Scottsdale, AZ Saguaro 
247Sports Composite rated No. 44 pro-style quarterback nationally and No. 12 player in 
Arizona... All-State... Led team to two consecutive state championships in 2014 and 2015... 
Had 6,981 career passing yards and 87 touchdowns with 11 interceptions in two seasons... 
Had 3,561 yards passing and 47 touchdowns, completing 70.1 percent of passes, as a senior. 


‘shan Pennamon CB S11 1822 O00 Callahan, FL West Nassau 
Ranked No. 101 comerback nationally by 247Sports Composite... Two-time All-State... As 
a senior, had 57 tackles, including four tackles for loss, two fumbles caused, one fumble 
fecovered for touchdown, and two passes broken up... Had 125 yards rushing and one 
touchdown... Had 10 receptions for 293 yards and three touchdowns. 


Keldric Preston DE 64 25 O00 Tampa, Fl Robinson 
247Sports Composite rated No. 74 weakside defensive end nationally... Had 135 career 
tackles, 12 quarterback sacks, four fumbles caused and two passes broken up... Had 64 
tackles, five quarterback sacks, two fumbles caused and blocked one field goal as a senior. 


Kendric Pryor WREB 6-1 177 O00 Hazel Crest, IL © Homewoot-Flossmoor 
Ranked No. 31 wide receiver nationally by 247Sports Composite... All-State... As a senior, 
had 43 receptions for 1,152 yards and 12 touchdowns... Had 33 receptions for 704 yards 
and seven touchdowns as a junior. 


Garrett Rand DL 6-2 20 @O@00 _ Chandler, AZ Hamilton 
247Sports Composite rated No. 21 defensive tackle nationally and No. 3 player in Arizona... 
Selected to U.S. Army All-American Game... Had 248 career tackles, including 66 tackles for 
loss, 32.5 quarterback sacks and three fumbles caused... Had 92 tackles, including 29 
tackles for loss, and 15 quarterback sacks as a senior. 


Mason Stokke OB 63 25 800 Menomonie Menomonie 
Ranked No. 90 outside linebacker nationally and No. 9 player in Wisconsin by 247Sports Composite. . . 
All-State... As a senior, had 1,740 yards rushing and 29 touchdowns... Had 184 tackles, including 
22 tackles for loss, two quarterback sacks, three fumbles caused and three interceptions. 


Ad, Taylor WR 6&0 19 @@O0 Kansas City, MO Rockhurst 
247Sports Composite rated No. 14 athlete nationally and No. 1 player in Missouri... Selected to 
Semper Fidelis All-American Bowl... All-State... Had 2,828 career rushing yards and 29 touch- 
downs... Had 609 career receiving yards and eight touchdowns... Had 1,721 yards rushing and 
16 touchdowns as a senior... Had 338 yards receiving and five touchdowns. 


Cole Van Lanen O 65 20 OO00  GreenBay Bay Port 
Ranked No. 14 offensive tackle nationally and No. 2 player in Wisconsin by 247Sports 
Composite... Selected to U.S. Army All-American Game... Two-time All-State. 


Caesar Williams CB O61 15 «800 Grand Prairie, TX South 
247Sports Composite rated No. 147 comerback nationally... Had 12 career interceptions... As a 
senior, had three interceptions and nine passes broken up... Scored a touchdown ona kickoff retum. 
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PLAYER PROFILE : BEST AND BRIGHTEST 


Shelton Elevates Inexperienced Secondary 


himself as special. 

Wisconsin’s fourth-year starter at 
cornerback, despite leading an otherwise 
entirely new group in the secondary from a 
year ago, doesn’t believe he’s any different 
than those who haven't experienced what 
he has in 37 starts for the Badgers. 

“| think experience doesn’t really matter, 
to be honest with you,” Shelton said. 

“I'm just trying to lead by example and 
show those guys that there’s really no dif- 
ference between all of us. There’s really 
no difference between me and them. What 
| do, you guys do the same way.” 

I's a mindset that has helped galvanize 
a secondary that will have plenty to prove 
this fall. 

Wisconsin ranked seventh nationally in 
passing defense last season but enters 
this year with a new position coach (Jim 
Leonhard) and Shelton as the only true 
veteran player. 

While the group looked mostly solid during 
spring practices, it still has plenty of room to 
grow before early tests against LSU, Michi- 
gan, Michigan State and Ohio State. 

After the departure of safety and team 
captain Michael Caputo, Shelton took on 
an enhanced leadership role this offseason, 
and he’s already made an impact on the 
Badgers’ younger defensive backs. 

“| think (he) gives (the defensive backs) 
a little bit of a calming effect,” first-year 
defensive coordinator Justin Wilcox said. 
“He’s been in the fire and seen a lot of dif- 
ferent plays. He’s been there. 

“He’s gotten better and better, too. It’s not 
like he’s just sitting there resting on his lau- 
rels. Sojourn’s done a good job this spring 
of trying to take the next step in his game.” 

Leonhard said Shelton has been acting 
like another coach on the field and called 
him “tremendously valuable” to the 
other members of Wisconsin’s second- 
ary. Wilcox said Shelton has approached 
the offseason with the same urgency as 
those battling for the three vacant start- 


S= Shelton wouldn’t describe 


Sojourn Shelton 


2 AP images 


ing jobs alongside him. 


With so many questions surrounding the : 
secondary, the Badgers needed someone : 
like Shelton to help ease a tricky transition. : 

“I'm so fortunate to have him as a DB : 
captain,” redshirt freshman cornerback : 


Titus Booker said. 


definitely listen.” 


For more coverage visit lindyssports.com/college-football/big-ten/wisconsin 


194 Lindy’s Sports Annuals 


: In his first year as a starter 
: in 2015, Clement missed 
? nine games in what 
turned into a disastrous 

? season for him and the 

: offense. He sat out eight 
games dealing with a sports 

? hernia injury and was suspended for the game 
; against Minnesota. ... He rushed for 949 yards 
and nine TDs in 2014 while backing up 

: Heisman Trophy runner-up Melvin Gordon. ... 

; Can be an every-down workhorse, but depth 

: will allow the Badgers to keep him fresh. 


: out season at left tackle. 

“He started early (in his career), and : 
he just lets us all know that we’re all : 
capable of doing what he’s done. He : 
give us that confidence. He has all that : ; ; 
experience under his belt, so when a scholarship out of high school when he was 


someone like him talks, you definitely, : 
: NFL Combine, former Badgers OLB Joe 


: Schobert said Ramczyk was the best tackle 
: he faced last season. 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 
RB COREY CLEMENT 


: EMERGING STAR 
: LB TJ. EDWARDS 


: As a redshirt freshman last 
? season, Edwards led 
Wisconsin in tackles 

? with 84, including 6.5 
: for loss. He also broke 
up four passes and forced 
: a fumble. ... He started in his 

: second year on campus after primarily playing 
i quarterback in high school. ... Had 16 tackles 
? against Purdue. ... The Football Writers 

? Association of America selected him 

a Freshman All-American. 


: TOP NEWCOMER 
: LT RYAN RAMCZYK 


After transferring from 
Division-Ill UW-Stevens 
Point and sitting out last 
season, Ramczyk looks 
poised to have a break- 


... Coach Paul Chryst named 
Ramczyk the starting left tackle before spring 
practice. ... Chryst originally offered Ramczyk 


the head coach at Pittsburgh. ... At the 2016 


: Photos courtesy of Wisconsin Athletics. 
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LINN WESTERN MICHIGAN | BRONCOS 


MAC rank: 1 


BRONCOS at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: Kalamazoo, Mich. 

COACH: P.J. Fleck — At Western Michigan and overall: 17-21, 
3 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Kirk Ciarrocca 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Ed Pinkham 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1988 
LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2013 
RETURNING STARTERS: 13; 8 offense, 5 defense 


sesereamenennaenennaee seoenennene 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Zach Terrell, RB Jamauri Bogan, 


RB Jarvion Franklin, WR Corey Davis, DE Keion Adams, 
LB Caleb Bailey, CB Darius Phillips, FS Asantay Brown 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Western Michigan is buoyed by 

a balanced offense with experienced talent returning at all 
position groups, led by Terrell. The Broncos had three run- 
ning backs gain at least 493 yards last year, and they all 
return, led by Bogan (1,051 yards). 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The defense has unproven talent, 
returning five starters from a unit that tallied only 17 sacks. 
An unproductive secondary had 10 interceptions last year, 
but five of those were by junior cornerback Darius Phillips. 
New players will take over the placekicker and punter roles. 


OFFENSE 


The potent Western Michigan offense returns a 3,500- 
yard passer in senior Zach Terrell, and so much more. 

Junior Jarvion Franklin and sophomore Jamauri 
Bogan have each had 1,000-yard rushing seasons, 
senior receiver Corey Davis is one of the most prolific 
wideouts in the country and is an NFL prospect, and 
four starters return on an offensive line intent on offer- 
ing more protection. 

Coach P.J. Fleck has relied on Terrell at quarterback 
through his three-year tenure at Western Michigan. 
Terrell has completed 67 percent of his passes for 
6,965 yards in the last two seasons. The key is giving 
Terrell enough time to throw; the Broncos allowed 31 
sacks last year. The one departure on the line is big: 
all-conference tackle Willie Beavers. 

The deep running back unit ranked No. 29 nationally 
last season, averaging 204.6 yards a game, led by Bogan’s 
1,051 yards on 162 carries. Franklin, who had 1,551 yards in 
2014, finished with 735 yards on 153 carries last season. 

Daniel Braverman was a seventh-round pick after 
leaving a year early, but the receiving corps is still 
dangerous because of Davis (1,436 yards on go recep- 
tions). Versatile sophomore LeVante Bellamy, who 
rushed for 493 yards on 77 carries last year, can play 
multiple spots. 


DEFENSE 

Fleck hopes the unit can put more pressure on the 
quarterback after tallying only 17 sacks last year. The 
Broncos’ top six tacklers tallied only one sack. All-con- 
ference linebacker candidate Caleb Bailey, a junior, 
had 12 tackles for loss but no sacks. 

Bailey and junior Robert Spillane (5.5 tackles for 
loss, 1.5 sacks last year) are the only linebackers of 
note returning. Injuries forced Austin Lewis to re- 
tire from football after the 2015 season, cutting the 
senior’s career a year short. 

Most of the defensive line depth returns, led by senior 
end Keion Adams, who had team-high 5.5 sacks last year 
with 10 tackles for loss. Senior nose tackle David Curle 
has much to prove this season after tallying only 19 tack- 
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Record: 8-5 


MAC record: 6-2 t, West) 


ZACH TERRELL 


Photo by Joe Robbins 


“Whether it’s this year, next year or 
whenever it is, we have something 
really special here in Kalamazoo.” 

— P.J. Fleck 


les in 13 games last year, including only one sack. 

In the secondary, the Broncos’ leading tackler from 
last season, senior free safety Asantay Brown (103 
tackles), returns. The leader in interceptions, senior 
cornerback Darius Phillips (five picks), also is back. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Western Michigan must replace its placekicker and 
punter from a year ago. Freshman placekicker Butch 
Hampton, an early enrollee from the 2016 class, was 
impressive in the spring game, successfully making 
numerous attempts, including a few from 50 yards. 
Sophomore Derrick Mitchell will take over as punter 
after handling kickoffs last season. 


OVERVIEW 

Although questions remain about the defense, 
Western Michigan’s offense will be one of the nation’s 
best. Terrell’s background as a fourth-year starter, 
matched with an experienced offensive line, a deep 
running back position and an NFL-caliber receiver 
in Corey Davis, is scary-good. The Broncos are taking 
dead aim at their first MAC title since 1988. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


WR Keishawn Watson: After redshirting as 
a freshman last year, Watson figures to be an impor- 
tant part of Western Michigan's offense following the 
departure of junior Daniel Braverman to the NFL. 


Stadium: Waldo Stadium (30,200) 


By Javier Morales 


2016 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB 11 | Zach Terrell* 6-2 204 Sr. 
RB 32 | Jamauri Bogan 5-7 187 So. 
WR 84 | Corey Davis* 6-3 213 Sr. 
WR 83 | Michael Henry 5-11 189 Sr. 


WR 86 | Keishawn Watson 5-11 180 Fr. 
TE 85 | Donnie Ernsberger® 6-3 255 Jr. 
LT 78 | Elliot Jordan 6-6 282 So. 
LG 65 | Jackson Day* 6-3 292 Sr. 
Cc 652 | John Keenoy* 6-3 305 So. 
RG 72 | Taylor Moton® 6-5 328 Sr. 
RT 77 | Chukwuma Okorafor® 6-6 333 Jr. 
DEFENSE 

DE 5 | Andre Turner 6-4 266 Jr. 
DT SO | Daniel Jackson 6-2 263 So. 
NT 68 | David Curle* 6-3 303 Sr. 
DE 1 | Keion Adams 6-2 245 Sr. 
LB 9 | Edward Rolle 6-2 204 Sr. 
LB 10 | Robert Spillane* 6-2 218 Jr. 
LB 8 | Caleb Bailey’ 6-0 236 Jr. 
CB 4 | Darius Phillips* 5-10 181 Jr. 
CB 16 | Sam Beal 6-1 177 So. 
8S 17 | Justin Ferguson 6-1 203 Sr. 
Fs 6 / Asantay Brown’ 6-0 203 Sr. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 37 | Butch Hampton 6-0 170 Fr. 
P 939 | Derrick Mitchell 6-2 207 Spo. 
“Returning starters in Bold 


2016 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 3 at Northwestern 
Sept. 10 NORTH CAROLINA CENTRAL 
Sept. 17 at Illinois 
Sept. 24 GEORGIA SOUTHERN 
Oct. 1 at Central Michigan 
Oct. 8 NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
Oct. 15 at Akron 
Oct. 22 EASTERN MICHIGAN 
Nov. 1 at Ball State 
Nov. 8 at Kent State 
Nov. 19 BUFFALO 
Nov. 25 TOLEDO 


2015 RESULTS 


L MICHIGAN STATE 24-37 
L at Georgia Southern 17-43 
Ww MURRAY STATE 52-20 
L at Ohio State 12-38 
W CENTRAL MICHIGAN 41-39 
Ww at Ohio 49-14 
Ww MIAMI (OH) 35-13 
w at Eastern Michigan 58-28 
w BALL STATE 54-7 
L BOWLING GREEN 27-41 
L at Northern Illinois 19-27 
w at Toledo 35-30 
Bahamas Bowl 
w vs. Middle Tennessee 45-31 
2015 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 36.0 26 
Rushing 204.6 29g 
Passing 286.2 26 
Total 490.8 17 
DEFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 28.3 T-79 
Rushing 181.1 T-76 
Passing 232.6 72 
Total 413.7 82 
TO MARGIN PER GAME RANK 
+1 +0.08 T-61 
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NOTRE DAME 


Ip FI 


(OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mike Sanford 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Brian VanGorder 


PLENTY OF TALENT REMAINS TO PUSH FOR THE PLAYOFF 


otre Dame should know how to han- 
N« this by now. 
For the fourth time under Brian 
Kelly, the Irish will have a quarterback 
competition dominate the talk of training 
camp, this time featuring DeShone Kizer 
and Malik Zaire. And if precedent is worth 
anything, both will play regardless of who 
starts at Texas. 

Kelly’s opening day starter has gone wire- 
to-wire just once in the past decade. 

“You've got two guys who can help you 
win a championship,” Kelly said. “Here’s 
what we can’t do — we cannot have two guys 
and not have an identity. We have to have an 
identity as an offense. 

“You have to have one guy that’s going to 
lead your team.” 

It wasn’t supposed to be this way for Zaire, 
who outlasted Everett Golson to take the job 
in the summer of 2015, only to break his an- 
kle at Virginia and lose the rest of his season. 
Kizer took over from there, leading a fourth- 
quarter comeback against the Cavs and never 
letting up. 

Now Kelly must choose between the two, 
a win-win situation for the head coach, as 
long as he can get the locker room dynam- 
ics right. He didn’t expect the quarterbacks to 
separate during spring ball, and they didn’t. 
He's not sure they will in August, either. 

Which means it won’t be an easy choice. 

“Somebody’s going to be unhappy,” Kelly 
said. “I love them both. They both are com- 
mitted. They are both great competitors. But 
somebody's going to be unhappy.” 

For a program that returns as many as- 
sistant coaches as position starters, getting 
the quarterback right is important, but it’s 
not the biggest issue. Kelly retained the en- 
tire coaching staff, which should help the 
defense under Brian VanGorder. 

The defensive coordinator has come un- 
der fire for an overly complex scheme, one 
that takes years to learn. Now he has players 
who've been around long enough to theoreti- 
cally get it. 

The Irish return a stout starting defen- 
sive line with end Isaac Rochell and tackle 
Jarron Jones, back after missing last season 
with an MCL injury. Cornerback Shaun 
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Crawford is healthy and gives Notre Dame 
a functional nickel defense that was lack- 
ing last year. 

Pass rush and turnovers were weak points 
in a unit that featured Jaylon Smith, KeiV- 
arae Russell and Sheldon Day. The Irish need 
system knowledge to improve those areas 
because raw talent won't be enough. 

So while it starts at quarterback for Notre 
Dame, it doesn’t stop there. The Irish have 
holes at receiver, offensive line, linebacker, 
cornerback and safety. There’s talent in 
those spots too, but it must be sorted out be- 
fore Notre Dame heads to Austin on Labor 
Day weekend. 


OFFENSE 


Notre Dame has a comeback story in run- 
ning back Tarean Folston, who tore his ACL 
just three carries into last season, which prob- 
ably would have been his last in South Bend 
considering the firepower on that offense. 

Instead, C.J. Prosise and Josh Adams got all 
the work. Prosise was on pace to set the sin- 
gle-season school rushing record before inju- 
ties hit. With Prosise down, Adams stepped 
up to set the freshman rushing record. 

Basically, Notre Dame’s ground game was 
plug-and-play with running backs. That 
might not be the case this year, which is 
why Folston’s comeback is big. He doesn’t 
have elite speed, but he can create his own 
running lanes with his top-notch agility. He 
should be Notre Dame’s clear No. 1 back with 
Adams in reserve. 

The passing game is a question, with Notre 
Dame's top three targets gone and tight end 
not the automatic NFL Draft pick it has been 
for most of Kelly’s tenure. Still, receiver Torii 
Hunter Jr. and tight end Alizé Jones can be 
the next top talents at their positions. 

Jones is so athletic that the coaches also 
used him at receiver during spring ball. He's 
a genetic lottery winner at 6-5, 240 pounds 
with elite speed. 

Hunter was Notre Dame's best offensive 
player during spring ball, but he’s not first- 
round pick Will Fuller. The Irish need the 
reserved Hunter to embrace the spotlight be- 
cause it’s coming. His one-handed, 50-yard 
catch in the spring game guaranteed it. 


For more coverage of the Fighting Irish, visit notredame. 247Sports. com 


STADIUM: Notre Dame Stadium (80,795) 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent ‘15 Record 
Sept. 4 at Texas 5-7 
Sept. 10 NEVADA 7-6 
Sept.17 MICHIGAN STATE 12-2 
Sept. 24 DUKE 8-5 
Oct. 1 vs, Syracuse (East Rutherford, NJ) 4-8 
Oct. 8 at NC State 7-6 
Oct. 15 STANFORD 12-2 
Oct. 29 MIAMI 8-5 


Nov.5 vs, Navy (Jacksonville, FL) 11-2 


Nov. 12 vs, Amy West Point (San Antonio, TX) 2-10 
Nov. 19 VIRGINIA TECH 7-6 
Nov. 26 at USC 8-6 


RESULTS 


W TEXAS 38-3 
W at Virginia 34-27 
WwW GEORGIA TECH 30-22 
W MASSACHUSETTS 62-27 
L at Clemson 22-24 
W NAVY 41-24 
Ww USC 41-31 
W at Temple 24-20 
W at Pittsburgh 42-30 
W WAKE FOREST 28-7 
W _ at Boston College (Fenway Park) 19-16 
L at Stanford 36-38 
Fiesta Bowl 
L vs. Ohio State 28-44 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 


»n» 0 © 0 © 0 © 2 100 
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LOCATION: 


South Bend, Ind. 


2015: 


10-3 overall 


COACH: 
Brian Kelly — At Notre Dame: 55-23, 
6 years; overall: 226-80-2, 26 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 


11; 4 offense, 5 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS 10 WATCH: 

QB DeShone Kizer, QB Malik Zaire, 
TE Alize’ Jones, WR Torii Hunter Jr., 
DT Jarron Jones, DE Isaac Rochell, 
LB Nyles Morgan, CB Cole Luke 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

The offensive backfield is as strong as 
it’s been under Kelly. If the Irish can get 
good line play, the offense should be 
stout. The Irish don’t have much depth 
on the defensive front, but the starting 
four should be quality. Cornerback 
could be outstanding with Shaun 
Crawford and Luke. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

WR Will Fuller bolted for the NFL. 
Linebacker got cleaned out too. But the 
biggest issue is the lack of leadership 
for a program desperate for big person- 
alities. The coaching staff knows this 
could be a tripwire if the Irish don’t 
develop a few legit captains before the 
season kicks off at Texas. 


KEY LOSSES: 

RB C.J. Prosise, WR Will Fuller, 

WR Chris Brown, LT Ronnie Stanley, 

C Nick Martin, RG Steve Elmer, 

DT Sheldon Day, DE Romeo Okwara, 
LB Jaylon Smith, LB Joe Schmidt, 

CB KeiVarae Russell, S Elijah Shumate 


OVERVIEW: 


Talent remains, but it’s inexperienced 
and unevenly spread over the roster. 
Two of Notre Dame’s best players are at 
quarterback in Kizer and Zaire. But how 
that competition plays out won’t be what 
pushes this season one direction or 
another. The defense must be better fun- 
damentally; if so, the Irish will have their 
sights set on big postseason prizes. 


KEY NUMBER: 


27 — Notre Dame's returning starts on 
the offensive line, the low-mark of the 
Kelly era. The Irish averaged 60 return- 
ing starts in the previous six seasons. 


Mali 


Zaire 


Hunter, the son of 19-year major-league 
outfielder Torii Hunter Sr., also played base- 
ball for the Irish this spring. 

“The work volume that he’s put in while 
he’s going to school, while he’s playing 
baseball, has been an incredible commit- 
ment,” Kelly said. “He's a unique young 
man in that he can focus and give that 
kind of intensity to both sports.” 

The offensive line needed a rebuild after 
losing a franchise left tackle (Ronnie Stan- 
ley) and a two-time captain (Nick Martin), 
and that job got bigger when guard Steve 
Elmer walked away from his senior season 
for a consulting job. 

The Irish bring back left guard Quenton 
Nelson and tackle Mike McGlinchey, who 
moved from right tackle to left, replacing 
Stanley. 

Still, there’s material to mold in center 
Sam Mustipher and right tackle Alex Bars. 
Right guard will be a question entering 
training camp, but bet on career reserve 
Hunter Bivin winning the job. With how 
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SCOUTING REPO 
QB —DeShone Kizer* 
RB _Tarean Folston Sr. 
WR Torii Hunter Jr. Sr. 
WR C.J. Sanders So. 
WR — Equanimeous St. Brown* So, 
TE — Alizé Jones So. 
LT Mike McGlinchey* Sr. 
LG  Quenton Nelson* Je. 
C Sam Mustipher Jr. 
RG —_ Hunter Bivin Sr. 
RT Alex Bars Jr. 


PK Justin Yoon* So, 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


SC 


Spnnteraet. 


PUD STAN 

DE Isaac Rochell* 
DT —_Jarron Jones Sr. 
OT —_ Jerry Tillery So. 
DE — Andrew Trumbetti Jr. 
LB James Onwualu* Sr. 
LB _Nyles Morgan Je. 
LB _Te'von Coney So. 
CB Cole Luke* Sr. 
CB Shaun Crawford So. 
SS Drue Tranquill Jr. 
FS Max Redfield* Sr. 
P Tyler Newsome* Jr. 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


offensive line coach Harry Hiestand has 
recruited, he’s earned the benefit of the 
doubt that this revamp will work. 


DEFENSE 


Last year’s defense was a collection of 
NFL parts that the staff never maximized. 
So despite losing Jaylon Smith, Sheldon 
Day and KeiVarae Russell, there’s hope the 
third year in Brian VanGorder’s complex 
system can amplify the talent that does re- 
main. If it doesn’t, the Irish have no chance 
at the College Football Playoff. 

Notre Dame allowed 26 touchdown 
drives of 75 yards or more last season, 
couldn’t force turnovers and couldn’t get 
sacks. The 14 turnovers forced ranked 
No. 109 nationally. The 24 sacks ranked 
No. 75. Those numbers were alarming 
considering VanGorder’s defense is supposed 
to be wired for pressure. 

All of that must change. Kelly believes 
it will. 

“I think that this defense is going to play 


RT: Offense 


Jr. Outstanding sophomore season doesn't lock up the job. 
Tore his ACL on the third carry of last season. 

Notre Dame's top receiver stepped up in spring. 
Missed spring with a hip injury; should be good for fall. 
Shoulder injuries have been an issue, but a top talent. 
Jones an elite athlete; Smythe returning from injuries, 
Moved from right tackle this spring. 

Owns NFL potential and could be nation’s best. 

Won job in spring, must replace a two-time captain. 
Career reserve with position flexibility, 

Played left guard last season; suffered broken ankle, 
His 88.2 percent rate on FGs ranked sixth nationally, 


OUTING REPORT: Defense 


St. Notre Dame's top defensive lineman by a wide margin. 
Returns from foot and knee injuries with star potential, 
Dynamic personality in search of consistent play. 

Irish short on pass rushers; Trumbetti gets first look. 
Staff loves his versatility in coverage game. 

Former top recruit finally gets his chance. 

Shoulder injury in bow! game hurt his offseason. 
Looking to bounce back after a rough junior year, 
Freshman year cut short by ACL tear; now full strength. 
Past two seasons ended by ACL tears, 

Nearly lost his starting job during spring to a freshman, 
MVP of spring game, averaged 52.7 yards per punt. 


Malik Zaire, Sr. 

Josh Adams, So. 
Kevin Stepherson, Fr. 
Corey Holmes, Jr. 
Corey Robinson, Sr. 
Durham Smythe, Sr. 
Tommy Kraemer, Fr. 
Trevor Ruhland, So. 
Tristen Hoge, So. 
Colin McGovern, Sr. 
Liam Eichenberg, Fr. 
John Chereson, Sr. 


eS ne PEN 
>PTI 


Jonathan Bonner, Jr. 
Daniel Cage, Jr.* 
Elijah Taylor, So. 
Jay Hayes, Jr. 
Greer Martini, Jr. 
Josh Barajas, So. 
Asmar Bilal, So. 
Devin Butler, Sr. 
Nick Watkins, Jr. 
Avery Sebastian, Sr. 
Devin Studstill, Fr. 
Jeff Riney, So. 


the kind of defense necessary for us to get 
into that playoff hunt again and there are 
good enough players out there for us to do 
that once again,” Kelly said. 

If the Irish are better, middle lineback- 
er Nyles Morgan must have a star junior 
season after sitting behind Joe Schmidt 
the past two years. Morgan is athleti- 
cally superior to Schmidt, but never 
matched the captain’s knowledge of the 
system. That seemed to change during 
spring ball, when the staff singled out 
Morgan's gains. Between the tackles, the 
Irish can have a menacing athlete run- 
ning the defense. 

Despite losing two starters, the second- 
ary may improve if senior safety Max Red- 
field — suspended for the Fiesta Bowl — 
finally plays to his potential. He was 
pushed for playing time by early enrollee 
Devin Studstill during spring ball. 

Sophomore corner Shaun Crawford has 
star potential coming off an ACL tear. Se- 
nior corner Cole Luke looks more physical 
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Mike McGlinchey, OT, Redshirt Senior (6-7, 310, 5.22) 


NDS Rank: No. 3 OT in class of 2018 


NDS Rank: No. 2 FS in class of 2017 


TOP 3 NFL PROSPECTS 


in run support than last year. Safety Drue 
Tranquill, also coming off an ACL tear, can 
provide leadership at the back the Irish 
lacked last year. 

The Irish didn’t have a functional nickel 
or dime defense last year due to injuries, 
and they made developing one an offsea- 
son priority. The schematic disadvantage 
was glaring in the Fiesta Bowl against 
Ohio State when Notre Dame was forced 
to play base defense when the Buckeyes 
went four-wide. 

“We don’t want to be in a situation like 
that again,” said defensive backs coach 
Todd Lyght. 

The defensive line lacks pass rush 
and depth, although the starting line- 
up should be stout, considering it av- 
erages 300 pounds. Look for end Isaac 
Rochell to be Notre Dame’s most indis- 
pensable player. Getting tackles Jarron 
Jones and Jerry Tillery to engage every 
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For the first time since 2010, Notre Dame will have a left tackle not named Zack Martin or Ronnie 
Stanley. However, the Irish aren't worried about the position, with McGlinchey sliding over to the 
left side from right tackle. He needs some core-strength work, but his movement skills are NFL 
quality, which is why scouts think he can follow Martin and Stanley as a first-rounder. 


Max Redfield, FS, Senior (6-1, 205, 4.52) 


Although consistency has been an issue over his Irish career, Redfield has well-rounded 
traits that the NFL seeks at the position. He is quick to read and diagnose, taking sharp and 
fast angles to the ball. Redfield needs to be a more consistent finisher, breaking down on 
tackle attempts, but it is easy to see why scouts are optimistic about his future. 


Isaac Rochell, DL, Senior (6-3, 290, 4.89) 
NDS Rank: No. 3 DE in class of 2017 
A versatile lineman, Rochell led the Irish defensive line in tackles last season (63 stops) and 
is capable of lining up inside or outside in the Notre Dame hybrid front. He is strong at the 
point of attack and has functional athleticism, but his best trait might be his ball recognition 
to sniff out plays, able to arrive at the ball carrier with a thud. 

— Dane Brugler, NFLDraftScout.com 


snap is a concern. 

But the biggest concern is pass rush, 
where the Irish return just four sacks 
from the line. Kelly has talked about a 
by-committee approach, but he sold that 
vision last year too. Without Day and 
Smith, it’s hard to see where Notre Dame 
gets its pressure. There’s hope freshman 
Daelin Hayes, a four-star prospect, could 
play a part. 

Regardless of the talent on hand, Van- 
Gorder must design an improved product. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Punter Tyler Newsome won MVP at 
the Blue-Gold Game in April after averag- 
ing 52.7 yards on seven punts, with three 
dropping inside the 20-yard line. Paired 
with kicker Justin Yoon, who led the na- 
tion in field goal accuracy among freshmen 
(15 of 17, with a long of 52), the Irish have 
a strong combo. 


Cole Luke 


scott Boehan 


C.J. Sanders brought back a kickoff 
and punt for touchdowns last season, 
but hip surgery knocked him out dur- 
ing spring ball. Sanders’ 93-yard kickoff 
return at Stanford was one of the high- 
lights of last season. 

The new holder is Montgomery Van- 
Gorder, son of Notre Dame's defensive 
coordinator. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Michigan State, Stanford and USC 
must all replace multi-year starting quar- 
terbacks, and the Irish get the Spartans 
and Cardinal at home. The mandated 
ACC slate (Duke, Syracuse, NC State, 
Miami and Virginia Tech) includes just 
one true road game. 

This is about as manageable a schedule 
as Notre Dame ever gets. 

A marquee season-opener, at Texas, 
features a rebuilding Longhorns team 
with uncertainty at quarterback. Miami 
is a major wildcard under new coach 
Mark Richt. 

The Irish play twice in Texas, open- 
ing in Austin and returning to San An- 
tonio for the Shamrock Series against 
Army. Notre Dame plays just three true 
road games. 

— Pete Sampson 
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NOTEBOOK 


Si Crawford wore a green jersey during 


Notre Dame's spring game, which meant 
hands off the sophomore cornerback, who 
tore his ACL last August in training camp. Then 
Crawford posted three tackles and a quarterback 
hurry in the exhibition. 

“Didn't seem like he played with a green jersey,” 
said coach Brian Kelly. “Played pretty much live the 
whole game.” 

Even at 5-9, 180 pounds, Crawford could be 
Notre Dame's biggest impact addition. He's also 
virtually impossible to keep away from the foot- 
ball. The Ohio product considers Tyrann Mathieu 
his athletic role model, and it’s easy to compare 
their games as irritant cornerbacks with little re- 
gard for their body. 

Now, after taking a medical redshirt, Crawford 
is primed to be Notre Dame's starting nickel back, 
a role he was supposed to fill last season before the 
injury. In athleticism and versatility, he figures to be 
a big upgrade for the Irish defense, which struggled 
to match up against pass-heavy teams last season. 

“He's really, really important to what we do be- 
cause he gives us that position versatility that we’re 
looking for,” said defensive backs coach Todd Lyght. 

“He's the type of player that you want on the 
field that he can constantly make big plays for you 
to win the game.” 

© He’s not listed as a starter, but don't be 
surprised if Greer Martini eventually replaces 
Jaylon Smith as Notre Dame's top weakside line- 
backer. Some around the program think he’s the 
best athlete at the position. Martini missed spring 
ball following shoulder surgery, so he’s one to 
watch in fall camp. 

© Kelly thinks he’s found a short-yardage solu- 
tion in sophomore running back Dexter Williams, 
a former four-star recruit who got mop-up carries 
last season. He led the spring game with 13 carries 
for 43 yards and a touchdown. 

© Notre Dame had seven players selected in 
the NFL Draft, including a pair of first-rounders — 
OT Ronnie Stanley (No. 6 overall) and WR Will 
Fuller (No. 21). All seven were selected in the first 
four rounds, which tied a school record. 


OPPOSING COACHES VIEW 


° On the defense: “That was a heck of a team last 
season. Really was. Nobody is immune to injuries, and 
we caught them at a time when they were really hurt- 
ing on defense. They were still really talented, OK, but 
they couldn’t do all the stuff they wanted to do. Now 
that some of those guys are gone, | wonder if it will be 
a case of being less talented, less experienced, but 
more healthy, and perhaps better.” 

¢ On the quarterbacks: “(DeShone) Kizer looked 
like a veteran to me. Hard to rattle. Can take a hit in 
the running game; if you can trap him in that pocket 
and make him a passer, then you have a chance, but 
he’s a slippery sucker. | don't know what they're going 
to do at quarterback. If (Malik) Zaire beats him out, 
then he'll really have to be something.” 
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FIGHTING aS SP aING ROSTER 


97 Micah Dew-Treadway DL 6-4 300 So. Bolingbrook, IL 
95 Marquis Dickerson DL 6-1.5 285 Sr. Marianna, AR 
54 Lincoln Feist “OL 6-2 315 So. Rapid City, SD 
9 DaelinHayes DL 6-3 257 Fr. Belleville, Ml 
93 Jay Hayes DL 6-3 285 Jr Brooklyn, NY 
94 Jaron Jones DL «6-55 315. Gs. Rochester, NY 
53 KhalidKareem DL 6-4 270 Fr Pontiac, MI 
64 RyanKKilander DL 6-0 310 Jr. Rancho Sant Margi, CA 
96 Pete Mokwuah DL 6-3 317 Jr Staten Island, NY 
John Montelus DL «6-4 310 Sr Everett, MA 
90 Isaac Rochell DL 6-3 290 Sr. MeDonough, GA 
58 Elijah Taylor DL 63 285 So Cincinnati, OH 
77 BrandonTiassum ODL 6-35 302 So. Indianapolis 
99. Jerry Tillery DL 665 310 So Shreveport, LA 
Wide Receivers ros. He Mou = 98 Andrew Trumbetti DL 6-35 260 Jr. mera 
81 Miles Boykin WR 6-35 225 So. Tinley Park,IL pore Ey go EE 
S7_Keenan Contiive WR 6-65 225 _ ke. FortWayne 39, Josh Barajas «LB «-1.5 240 So. ‘alan 
21.3 Grats Finke WORE O 175 he. Kettering, OH 27 Asmar Bilal LB 6-2 230 So. Indianapolis 
Grant Meapantaen 3 {WR 160102 _ ee Dyersville,!A_ 4 Te'vonConey «LB 6-1 235 So. Palm Beach Gardens, FL 
$5 Corey Holmes _—"WH_6-5 100 Pembroke Pinos,Fl_ a5 Brandon Hutson LB 625 290 So Batlle Cre, il 
16 ToriiHunter J. WR 6-0 195 Sr Ce oe rT = 
eS Harlingen, 5 NylesMorpen LB 6-1 245 ir Crete, IL 
A Ee a ee 
ee a _ re 1B 61 232 Sr. Saint Paul, MN 
83 Buster Sheridan WR 6-3 200 Sr a a als 
2 Ren Res A ee es dey Tope LB 60 215 So, Hinsdale, IL 
29 Kevin Stepherson WR 6-0 181 Fr Jacksonville, FL = aa 
2 Ruste Webster =Is_188 Bevery HS.CA 25 ‘Brian Ball CB 5-11 185. So. Indianapolis 
7 — CB 5-95 194 Sr. Brooklyn, NY 
“ CB 6-5 200 Sr Washington, DC 
= DB S115 190 So. Dayton, OH 
re DB 5-9 180 So. Lakewood, OH 
Fa S 59 185 So. Las Vegas, NV 
- - CB OS-11 193 Sr. Chandler, AZ 
a re S 62 204 Ft Newhan, GA 
a. 5 S541 205 Sr Lindenhurst, IL 
Sam Bush OL 6-35 305 Jr — Newport Beach, CA 10 Max Redfield S 6-1 205 Sr. Mission Viejo, CA 
67 Jimmy Byme OL 6-4 300 Jr Cleveland, OH 38 Robert Regan S62 200 So. Darien, IL 
75 Mark Harrell OL 6-4 306 Gs. Charlotte, NC 8 AverySebastian S$ 5-10 200 Gs. McDonough, GA 
66 Tristen Hoge OL 6-45 300 So. Pocatello, 1D 13 DevinStudstill  S 6-0 190 Fr Riviera Beach, FL 
68 Mike McGlinchey OL 6-7 310 Sr. Philadelphia, PA 23 Drue Tranquill S645 225 Jt Fort Wayne 
62 ColinMcGovem OL 6-45 315 Sr. New Lenox, IL 21_Nick Watkins CB 6-5 200 Jr. DeSoto, TX 
aL cB Washington, DC 

aL 

oL 

ob 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING 


RECEIVING 


RUSHING 


Name GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pct Yards 
D. Kizer 13 150.0 211 335°«=«10 «663.0 =. 2884 
M. Zaire 2 es 26 440 0 65.0 428 
Name GP No. Yards ee TD Long Avg/G 
W. Fuller 13 62 1258 203 14 81 96.8 
C. Brown 13 48 597 12.4 4 3845.9 
A.Carlisle 13 32 355 u 2 1 33 27.3 
Name GP Att. Gain = Net Avg TD 
C.J. Prosise 11 156 «#1100 68 1032 6.6 1 
J, Adams 13 117 869 34 835 7A 6 
” wick S, = ste skeet 


DEE LEADERS — 


Tackles: J. . Smith 114, J. Schmidt 78, E. Shumate 7 70 
Tackles for loss: S. Day 15.5, R. Okwara 12.5, J. Smith 9 
Sacks: R. Okwara 8, S. Day 4, J. Onwualu 3 
interceptions: K. Russell 2, C. Luke 2, five tied with 1 


Long Avg/G 
81 221.8 
66 214.0 


Long Avg/G 
91 93.8 
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Kevin Stepherson 

First impressed the Irish staff in camp and lived up to the inter- 
nal hype as an early enrollee that impressed in the spring as 
one of the more complete receivers on the roster. Stepherson 


at Jacksonville (Fla.) First Coast. 


Defensive back was the biggest need for Notre Dame in the 


ty was a top target for Brian Kelly and company. He enrolled 
early and ran with the first unit all spring. A great combination 
of football 10, toughness and athletic ability. 


Daelin Hayes 

Health is the only question mark for Hayes, who was banged 
up much of his high school career. From an athleticism stand- 
point, he could be the outside linebacker/defensive end hybrid 
pass-rusher Notre Dame needs this fall. 
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lan 0B 60 19 OOO El Dorado Hills, CA Oak Ridge 
247Sports Composite rated No. 20 pro-style quarterback nationally... Had 7,632 career passing 
yards and 78 touchdowns, completing 603 of 934 passes attempted... As a senior, had 3,049 
yards passing and 30 touchdowns — with five interceptions. 


Parker Boudreaux OL 63 30 OGG Winter Garten, FL Bishop Moore 
Ranked No. 18 offensive guard nationally and No. 55 player in Florida by 247Sports Composite... 
Selected to Offense-Defense All-American Bowl... All-State... As a senior, helped team to 14-1 
record and state championship. 


Chase Claypool WR 64 215 ©©©© Abbotsford, BC  Abbotsion! Senior Secondary 
247Sports Composite rated No. 33 wide receiver nationally... Had 58 receptions for 1,473 yards 
and 18 touchdowns in 2015... Had 567 yards rushing and eight touchdowns on 47 carries... Had 
74 tackles, two quarterback sacks, five interceptions and two fumbles recovered... Returned four 
punts for 195 yards and two touchdowns. 


Liam Eichenberg OL 66 20 OOOO Cleveland, OH SL. Ignatius 
Ranked No. 7 offensive tackle and No. 80 player nationally and No, 4 player in Ohio by 247Sports 
Composite... Selected to Under Armour All-American Game... All-State. 


Jalen Elliott DB 60 18 @OC — Richmond, VA Lloyd C. Bird 
247Sports Composite rated No. 26 athlete nationally and No. 13 player in Virginia... All-State... 
As a senior, had 928 yards passing and 14 touchdowns... Had 14 tackles, five interceptions and 
seven passes broken up... Had 1,736 yards passing and 24 touchdowns as a junior... Had 19 
tackles and two interceptions... Led team to state championships in 2013 and 2014. 


Daelin Hayes 1B 63 27 OOOCOS Belleville, Ml Skyline 
Ranked No. 10 outside linebacker nationally and No. 4 player in Michigan by 247Sports 
Composite... Selected to U.S. Army All-American Game... Missed most of senior season due to 
separated shoulder. 


Jamir Jones 1B 6-3 ooo Rochester, NY Aquinas Institute 
247Sports Composite rated No. 72 outside linebacker nationally and No. 3 player in New York... 
Selected to Semper Fidelis All-American Game... Helped team to 13-0 record and state champi- 
onship as a senior... Had 98 tackles (68 solo), including 23 tackles for loss, 6.5 quarterback 
sacks, one interceptions, two fumbles caused and one fumble recovered... Had 43 receptions for 
822 yards and nine touchdowns. 


Jones 1B 60 20 OO Ocoee, Oak Ridge 
Ranked No. 31 outside linebacker nationally and No. 62 player in Florida by 247Sports 
Composite... As a junior, had 115 tackles, seven quarterback sacks and one fumble recovered. 


Tony Jones, Jr. RB 5-10 219 @@OO SL Pelersbury, FL IMG Academy 
247Sports Composite rated No. 13 running back nationally and No. 44 player in Florida... 
Selected to U.S. Army All-American Game... Had 514 yards rushing and 11 touchdowns as a 
senior... Had six receptions for 149 yards and one touchdown. .. As a junior, had 771 yards rush- 
ing and 12 touchdowns. 


Khalid Kareem DL 64 270 OOOO Pontiac, Ml Harrison 
Ranked No. 9 strongside defensive end nationally and No. 6 player in Michigan by 247Sports 
Composite... Played in Semper Fidelis All-American Game. .. As a senior, had 56 tackles, includ- 
ing 36 tackles for loss, 16 quarterback sacks and five fumbles caused... Had 85 tackles and 18 
quarterback sacks as a junior. 


Tommy OL 65 310 @OOO Cincinnati, OH Elder 
247Sports Composite rated No. 3 offensive tackle and No. 27 player nationally and No. 1 player 
in Ohio... Ohio Gatorade Player of the Year... Selected to U.S. Army All-American Game... Had 
156 pancake blocks as a senior... Anchored offense that gained 5,064 yards total offense. 
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Caught 48 passes for 835 yards and 10 touchdowns as a senior 


2016 recruiting cycle and Palm Beach Gardens (Fla.) High safe- 


—_BZsPoORTS. FIGHTING IRISH RECRUITING 2016 


Jalen Elliott 

A 247Sports Composite three-star recruit, Elliott was at the 
| top of Notre Dame's board, next to Studstill, as a defensive 

back prospect that could play safety or cornerback. Elliott 

played quarterback on the prep level, but his athleticism 

allows a smooth transition to the secondary. 


Notre Dame's roster is in good shape with depth at just about every position, but the 
same need every year, as for most programs — and the Irish are no different — is 
pass-rushers. The Irish would love to sign a big-time difference-maker or two at the 
defensive end position. Brian Kelly could also sign up to five offensive linemen, and 
possibly take two tight ends in the 2017 recruiting cycle. 


— By Steve Wiltfong 


2017 NEEDS 


Committments 
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Average Stars 


Total Stars 


National Rank: 15 


Julian Love B51 15 ooo Westchester, IL Nazareth Academy 
Ranked No. 45 cornerback nationally and No. 13 player in Illinois by 247Sports Composite... 
Helped team to two consecutive state championships in 2014 and 2015... As a senior, had 92 
tackles, including 19 tackles for loss, three fumbles caused and one fumble recovered... Had 
1,067 yards rushing and 18 touchdowns on 104 carries... Had 29 receptions for 662 yards and 
seven touchdowns. 


Deon Mcintosh RB 5-11 180 O00 Pompano Cardinal Gibbons 
247Sports Composite rated No. 48 running back nationally... Had 2,532 career rushing yards and 
30 touchdowns... Had 681 yards rushing and seven touchdowns as a senior... Had 117 yards 
receiving and one touchdown. .. As a junior, had 834 yards rushing and 12 touchdowns. 


Javon McKinley WR 63 26 @O@6O0 Corona,CA Centennial 
Ranked No. 16 wide receiver nationally and No. 16 player in Califomia by 247Sports Composite... 
Selected to U.S. Army All-American Game... Had 174 career receptions for 3,596 yards and 38 touch- 
downs. .. As a senior, helped team to 14-1 record and state championship game... Had 56 receptions 
for 1,173 yards and 13 touchdowns... Completed two passes for 130 yards and two touchdowns. 


D.J, Morgan DB 62 19 OOO Norwalk, CA Saint John Bosco 
247Sports Composite rated No. 29 safety nationally and No. 56 player in California... Helped team 
to 13-1 record and state championship in 2015... Had 49 tackles (31 solo), including four tackles 
for loss, two interceptions and three passes broken up as a senior... As a junior, had 112 tackles 
(76 solo), including three tackles for loss, one interception and two fumbles recovered. 


Adetokunbo Ogundeji DL 65 2146 OOO West Bloomfield, Mil Walled Lake Central 
Ranked No. 42 weakside defensive end nationally and No. 17 player in Michigan by 247Sports 
Composite... Senior season cut short due to knee injury... Had 68 tackles, nine quarterback 
sacks, 17 passes broken up and four fumbles recovered as a junior. 


Julian Okwara DL 64 2146 @GOo Charlotte, NC Andrey Kell 
247Sports Composite rated No. 24 weakside defensive end nationally and No. 13 player in North 
Carolina... As a senior, had 84 tackles (70 solo), including 11 tackles for loss, nine quarterback 
sacks and four fumbles caused... Had four receptions for 63 yards and two touchdowns... Had 
90 tackles, 10 quarterback sacks and two fumbles caused as a junior. 


Spencer Perry DB 62 24 OOO  Newnan,GA IMG Academy 
Ranked No. 33 safety nationally by 247Sports Composite... Missed most of senior season due to 
shoulder injury. 


B51 Soooo St Greer Senior 
posite rated No. 23 cornerback nationally and No. 4 player in South Carolina... 


Troy 

247Sports Com, 
Had 41 receptions for 848 yards and 13 touchdowns as'a senior... Had 183 yards rushing and 
three touchdowns... Had 437 return yards and three touchdowns... Had three interceptions, 
returning one for touchdown. 


John IS 6-2 ooo Lake Forest, IL Loyola Academy 
Ranked No. 1 long snapper nationally by 247Sports Composite... Selected to U.S. Army All- 
American Game... Helped team to 14-0 record and state championship. 


Kevin WR 60 181 OOO Jacksonville, FL First Coast 
247Sports Composite rated No. 95 wide receiver nationally and No. 88 player in Florida... Asa 
senior, had 48 receptions for 835 yards and 10 touchdowns... Had 33 receptions for 756 yards 
and 11 touchdowns as a junior. 


Devin Studstill BB 6 19 GOO Riviera Beach, FL Palm Beach Gardens 
Ranked No. 30 safety nationally and No. 65 player in Florida by 247Sports Composite. 


Donte Vaughn DB 63 19 @OCOCO Memphis, IN Whitehaven 
247Sports Composite rated No. 31 comerback nationally and No, 6 player in Tennessee... All-State. 
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otre Dame doesn’t have a choice 
ferme and neither does Nyles 
Morgan. 

After two years stuck behind a former 
walk-on who turned into a captain, Mor- 
gan is finally out of Joe Schmidt's shadow 
and into the starting lineup. Athletically 
superior to the man he replaced, Morgan 
is built like four-star prospects are sup- 
posed to be built — broad shouldered 
enough to wear the No. 5 that Manti Te’o 
made famous. 

Now, Morgan will do it with the starting 
defense on opening weekend at Texas. 

The junior represents the biggest key 
in Notre Dame’s hope that its defense can 
improve, despite getting gutted by the 
NFL. Based on his spring performance, 
there’s reason to believe Morgan can be 
part of the solution. 

“He’s gotten our defense lined up effort- 
lessly,” said coach Brian Kelly. 

“A lot of it is how hard he works at the 
game. It’s really important to him. His first 
two years here helped him immensely in 
terms of learning the defense.” 

That doesn’t mean Morgan appreci- 
ated sitting behind Schmidt while it was 
happening. 

Morgan started in an emergency ca- 
pacity late in his freshman year after 
Schmidt broke his ankle. The defense 
collapsed. Last year, Morgan couldn’t 
find any role in the defense, even in 
goal-line situations. Relegated to special 
teams and mop-up duty, he finished with 
just 17 tackles. 

Defensive coordinator Brian VanGorder’s 
complex defense overloaded Morgan’s cir- 
cuitry to the point the staff couldn’t put 
him on the field. VanGorder knew that 
might happen, admitting it takes until the 
third year for a middle linebacker to truly 
“get” his scheme. 

“| finally got all that down. | got it all 
together,” Morgan said. “It all just clicked. 
I’m telling guys where to be, lining guys 
up, things like that. If the offense moves, 
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Nyles Morgan 


| can check this. 


things can get ugly.” 
Even if Morgan is a revelation, it might 


good on his unlimited potential. 


: MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 
: DE ISAAC ROCHELL 


If there was a clear-cut 
? starting quarterback, 

? he'd be the pick for 

: MVP. Instead, Rochell 

? gets the nod as Notre 

3 Dame’s best defensive player 

and essential leader. ... The senior added 

: a pass rush to his game this offseason, 

: and Notre Dame needs it. ... Rochell can play 
end or tackle and won't come off the field, 

: no matter how much the coaches talk about 
a rotation. His work rate is tremendous. 


: EMERGING STAR 


: WR TORII HUNTER JR. 
Even if the Irish didn't 
? lose their top three 

? receivers, Hunter was 
on track for a breakout 
? year. Now it's sure to 

? happen as Notre Dame 
rebuilds its passing game. ... His one-handed, 
? 50-yard grab in the Blue-Gold Game made 

: Hunter, the son of 19-year major leaguer Torii 

i Hunter, look like a future pro. ... Look for 

3 a 1,000-yard season. ... Even playing baseball 
part-time during the spring didn’t slow his rise. 


TOP NEWCOMER 
: DE DAELIN HAYES 


: Notre Dame is desperate 
? for pass rush help, and Pe 
i Hayes could provide 

“Being the MIKE linebacker, you have to : 
be the sharpest one out there. If you’re not, : 


K— 
(eu 


some if healthy. ... The 
early enrollee missed 


te I, 


: spring ball following shoulder 


: surgery but has excellent length for a rush 


not be enough to offset the loss of Jaylon : enq How badly are the Irish hurting for a 


Smith, Sheldon Day and KeiVarae Russell. : pass rush? The defensive line’s returning sack 
However, Morgan gave Notre Dame hope : lead tad justione last 4 
during spring ball that he’s ready to make : ci ven ha se ane _ * ae as 
: a one-time USC commit, which amplifies his 


_ } intrigue. ... Rated No. 132 player nationally in 
: the 247Sports Composite. 


+ Photos courtesy of Notre Dame Athletics. 
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PICKING THE MAC 


Usual Suspects, Wide-Open East Add up to More MAC drama 


reseason predictions in the MAC 

carry all the weight of MySpace stock, 

and in 2016 the playing field invites 
even more potential champions than usual. 

There are the usual suspects in the 
running. Northern Illinois and Western 
Michigan are in the conversation again, 
but neither is a flawless frontrunner. 

Drew Hare is the unquestioned starter 
for the Huskies, who mowed through 
three quarterbacks last season due to 
season-ending injuries. He won’t have to 
be the equal to NIU great Jordan Lynch 
for an offense packed with skill-position 
talent, including senior Joel Bouagnon. 

What's to like about WMU? Well, start 
with averaging 6.9 yards per play last 
season. 

Senior Zach Terrell has completed 67 
percent of his passes for 6,965 yards in 
the past two seasons and if his offen- 
sive line holds up, the Broncos could be 


Custis) =Good news 


. Ohio weapons than usual. 


. Akron 


. Bowling Green 


Knapke started in 2014. 


4. Buffalo potent all-around D. 


5. Kent State 


O-line full of assets, and Bobcats have more 
Big-play potential behind unique QB Thomas 
Woodson. 

“Falcon Fast” offense stays; QB James 

Bulls have good-to-great defensive line and 


Polished O-line; seven starters back 


unstoppable. The trouble spot for WMU 
is defense, where getting to the quarter- 
back and stopping the run between the 
tackles were a downfall in 2015. 

From the outside lanes, Ohio, Akron, 
Central Michigan, Toledo and Bowling 
Green, the defending champion gutted 
by offseason turnover, all are capable of 
crossing the finish line in first place. 

Central Michigan’s dynamic quarter- 
back Cooper Rush is a star attraction 
in the conference because of his video- 
game statistics. But the Red Rifle must 
cut down on turnovers. The defense was 
great in 2015 but rebuilds after losing its 
top two tacklers and linebacker Malik 
Fountain, who was suspended in April 
after being charged with assault. 

Frank Solich and Ohio have become 
semi-automatic cinches for eight wins. 
That’s less certain without a known 
commodity at quarterback, even if the 


Bad news 


No one wins without a special OB in the MAC. 
Special teams iffy, too. 


Replacing seven starters on offense, all three 
linebackers. 


Only 10 starters back from 2015; a new 
coaching staff finds youth movement. 


Losing QB Joe Licata hurts Lance Leipold 
in Year 2. 


One of the worst offenses in the nation last 


on a strong defense. season is still unsettled under center. 
. Miami (Ohio) Steady defensive front seven is team's Roster includes 70 underclassmen, 
strength. which equates to another year away. 
WEST DIVISION 
Western Michigan QB Zach Terrell, two 1,000-yard backs and Only six experienced defensive starters 
sh. ieeibe hell © WR Corey Davis lead elite offense. are back. 
5 Saat Easiest schedule in years. Depth and talent Fragile front seven is cause for fretting 
RMR cain plentiful, Studly special teams. in DeKalb. 


3. Toledo 
. Central Michigan 
. Ball State 


6, Eastern Michigan 


Rockets’ running game a crutch for rebuilding 
defense. 


Another bowl bid likely — QB Cooper Rush 
keeps CMU in hunt. 


QB Riley Neal could make a big jump after 
Starting as a freshman. 


Room for improvement everywhere; 
good experience at TE, OL, QB. 


Unproven at many spots, especially at critical 
defensive positions. 


Lost top player, S Kavon Frazier, to the NFL. 
Awful defense — 518 yards allowed per game 
in 2015 — serious shortcoming again. 


Turmovers and depth likely will be ongoing 
issues. 


Bobcats boast muscle on the offensive 
line to guide the attack. 

A wave of intriguing talent might be the 
boost Akron needs to climb the standings. 
The offense, which finished 104th in total 
yards in 2015, should have the benefit of lean- 
ing on the Zips’ defense again, but transfers 
and new faces are key to any run in the East. 

Bowling Green hired Mike Jinks to 
replace coach Dino Babers and while the 
system is the same, there’s no switch to 
hit to bring the offense back to the 42.2- 
point, 546.8-yard pace it set last season. 
The Falcons set a MAC record with 7,655 
yards and 1,136 total plays in 2015. 

One big change: quarterback James 
Knapke replaces All-MAC pick Matt 
Johnson. Knapke started in 2014 with 
Johnson injured. His chore looks mas- 
sive with seven freshmen or transfers 
likely to start on defense. 

— Jeff Reynolds 


CONFERENCE PICKS 


Our call 


Quarterback J.D. Sprague surprising key as Ohio 
contends in the East. 


DC Chuck Amato, Master Blender, makes the most 
of the influx of new faces. 


Brutal road schedule (Ohio, NIU, Akron) too much 
for this green group. 


Six wins would be a serious achievement for the Bulls. 
At Penn State and at Alabama in Sept. ... and the 
Flashes unlikely to close out strong. 


Too young to contend, but their time is coming. 


First MAC title since 1988 is there for the taking. 
If they dodge injuries, Huskies hit November in the 
thick of West race. 


Ten wins last season no fluke, but lack of veterans 
on ‘D' leaves Toledo just short. 


October trips to NIU, Toledo determine December fate. 
Shootouts should be entertaining, but another three- 
or four-win season awaits. 


With no elite individual or unit on the roster, arrow 
pointing down. 
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Lindy’s 2016 
ALL-MAC TEAM 


QB Cooper Rush Sr. Central Michigan 
RB Joel Bouagnon Sr. Northern Illinois 


5 RB Kareem Hunt Sr. Toledo 
Ba WR Corey Davis Sr. Western Michigan 
= WR KeVonn Mabon Sr. Ball State 
a TE Donnie Ernsberger Jr. Western Michigan 
PC Nate Jeppesen Jr. Toledo 
Rey OL Troy Watson Sr. Ohio 
DY OL Levon Myers Sr. Northern Illinois 
B OL Storm Norton Sr. Toledo 
= OL Reno Reda Sr. Kent State 


AP Aregeros Turner Sr. Northern Illinois 
K  ChristianHagan Jr. Northern Illinois 


DB Shawun Lurry Jr. Northern Illinois 
DB Asantay Brown Sr. Western Michigan 
DB Tony Annese Sr. Central Michigan 
P Joe Davidson Jr. Bowling Green 


DL Treyvon Hester Sr. Toledo 
5 DL Terence Waugh Sr. Kent State 
a DL Josh Posley Sr. Ball State 
Be DL Joe Ostman Jr. Central Michigan 
eS LB James Sanford Sr. Bowling Green 
pm LB Austin Valdez Jr. Bowling Green 
B LB Sean Wiggins Sr. Ball State 
2 DB Demetrius Monday Jr. Kent State 
is] 
faa 
ist) 
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QB Zach Terrell 

RB Jamauri Bogan 
RB A.J. Ouellette Jr. Ohio 
WR Ronnie Moore Jr. 
WR Kenny Golladay Sr. Northern Illinois 
TE Cody Tuttle Sr. Eastern Michigan 
C Matt Thornton Sr. Eastern Michigan 
OL Taylor Moton 
OL Jacob Bennett Jr. 
OL Collin Buchanan — Sr. Miami 
OL Chukwuma Okorafor Jr. Western Michigan 
AP Darius Phillips Jr. Western Michigan 
K Brian Eavey Sr. Central Michigan 


Jr. Western Michigan 


OFFENSE - SECOND TEAM 


DL Jamal Marcus Sr. Akron 
DL JT Jones Sr. Miami 


=I 

< 

oy OL Tarell Basham Sr. Ohio 
=) DL Brandon Crawford Sr. Buffalo 
I LB Quentin Poling J. Ohio 
fq LB Brandon Berry Sr. Buffalo 
oe LB Trenton Greene Sr. Bowling Green 
B DB Larry Hope Jr. Akron 
4 DB Boise Ross Sr. Buffalo 
a DB DeJuan Rogers Sr. Toledo 
=H DB Buchi Okafor _ Sr. Miami 


P Austin Barnes Jr. Eastern Michigan 
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THE BIG ONES BOWL CONNECTIONS 


Sept. 10 Northern Illinois at South Florida 
Sept. 17 Ohio at Tennessee 
Sept. 17 Western Michigan at Illinois 
Oct. 8 Northern Illinois at Western Michigan 
Oct. 8 Bowling Green at Ohio 
Oct.15 Central Michigan at Northern Illinois 
Oct. 15 Bowling Green at Toledo 
Oct. 27 Ohio at Toledo 
Nov.1 Bowling Green at Northern Illinois 
Nov. Toledo at Northern Illinois 
Nov. 15 Ohio at Central Michigan 
Nov. 25 Toledo at Western Michigan 
Dec. 2 MAC Championship, Detroit 


1. Corey Davis 
2. Kareem Hunt RB Sr. Toledo 
3. Storm Norton OT Sr. Toledo 
4. Cooper Rush 
5.DeJuan Rogers FS Sr. Toledo 


6. Tony Annese 


8. Levon Myers 
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9. Austin Valdez 
10. Zach Terrell 


“Only draft-eligible players included. 


Most Valuable 
Player 


Offensive Player 
of the Year 


Corey Davis 
, Western Michigan 


Joel Bouagnon 
RB, Northern Illinois 


Most Accurate Passer 
Strongest Arm 

Best Scrambler 

Coolest in the Clutch 
Toughest to Bring Down 
Best Hands 

Most Dangerous Deep Threat 
Best Run Blocker 

Best Pass Blocker 

Best Cover Corner 

Best Pass Rusher 
Special Teams Demon 


HONOR ROLL 


GoDaddy Bowl vs. Sun Belt 


Famous Idaho Potato Bowl vs. Mountain West 


Camellia Bowl vs. Sun Belt 


Bahamas Bowl vs. C-USA 


Miami Beach Bow! AAC 


*Secondary in San Diego County Credit 


Union Poinsettia Bow! 


*Secondary to ESPN owned and operated 


bowl games 


*Secondary to Quick Lane Bowl (Detroit, 


Mich.) 


WR Sr. Western Michigan Tall and fast enough — 4.5 40 — with insane college stats. 


le 


Big and fast, could be top-100 pick. 


——————— 


Basketball feet with wingspan to be NFL left tackle. 


ne EEE SEER EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE 


QB Sr. Central Michigan 


Prolific; needs only to prove poise under pressure. 


ee 


MAC becoming NFL safety pipeline. 


, Td 


FS Sr. Central Michigan 


Do-it-all safety with range, hits like an anvil. 


a 


7. Kenny Golladay WR Sr. Northern Illinois 


Productive with prototype No. 1 WR frame (6-3, 206). 


LT 


OT Sr. Northern Illinois 


Smooth mover at 6-5, 300 pounds; could be NFL OT or 06. 


EE 


ILB Jr. Bowling Green 


Signed as QB; very natural athlete likely NFL safety. 


Defensive Player 


of the Year 


Shawun Lurry 


DB, Norther Illinois 


Zach Terrell 
Thomas Woodson 
Drew Hare 

Zach Terrell 
Jarvion Franklin 
Ronnie Moore 
Corey Davis 
Taylor Moton 
Levon Myers 
Shawun Lurry 
Tarell Basham 
Ryan Williamson 


Ua EEE EEE 


QB Sr. Western Michigan On the short side and huge stats in league of weak D. 


nn nae aE 


Newcomer 
of the Year 
Jojo Natson 
WR, Akron 


Western Michigan 
Akron 

Northern Illinois 
Western Michigan 
Western Michigan 
Bowling Green 
Western Michigan 
Western Michigan 
Northern Illinois 
Northern Illinois 
Ohio 

Buffalo 
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PITTSBURGH > 


Wir PANTHERS 


For more coverage of the Panthers, visit pittsburgh.247Sports.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Matt Canada 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Josh Conklin 


YOUTH MOVEMENT BRINGS SPEED TO TOUGH PANTHERS 


at Narduzzi set the tone for tough- 
P= in his first few months on the job 

last year, when he pushed his players 
through a brutal offseason training regime. 

The message was simple — Pitt is going to 
be a hard-nosed football team. Physical. Will 
be mentally stronger than its opponents. 

That approach was evident in the first sea- 
son. The Panthers were clearly tougher and 
more physical than they had been, especially 
on defense, and they parlayed those traits 
into a surprising eight-win season. 

But this much was also evident in late- 
season losses to North Carolina, Notre Dame 
and Miami — the Panthers lacked overall 
team speed and explosiveness and were not 
deep enough on defense to survive a couple 
of key injuries. 

Narduzzi spent the offseason trying to 
rectify that by signing one of the best re- 
cruiting classes in recent history. The class 
wasn’t just highly rated, it was full of fast, 
athletic players who can fit into a number 
of positions. 

“We wanted to upgrade our team speed 
and we did that,” Narduzzi said on Sign- 
ing Day. 

That influx of young talent combined with 
17 returning starters should at least put the 
Panthers in good position to repeat the eight 
wins of last year. If a couple of the freshmen 
develop quickly, they could push for their 
first ACC Coastal Division title. 


OFFENSE 


Senior Nate Peterman began last season as 
the backup quarterback, but he won the start- 
ing job by Week 3 and started the final 11 
games. He is a drop-back passer, which is per- 
fect for the Panthers’ pro-style, power-based 
offense. 

Last season, Peterman threw for 2,287 
yards, completing 61.5 percent of his 
Passes, with 20 touchdowns and eight 
interceptions. 

This year, however, he will be without two 
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of his favorite targets — second-round NFL 
draft pick Tyler Boyd and tight end J.P. Holtz. 
The duo combined for 115 catches, 1,276 
yards and 10 touchdowns last season. That is 
a lot of production to replace, but good play- 
ers are ready to step in. 

Dontez Ford and Zach Challingsworth 
have been steady, and they will be comple- 
mented by potential big-play youngsters 
Jester Weah, Tre Tipton and Quadree Hender- 
son, along with tight ends Jaymar Parrish and 
Scott Orndoff. 

But this could be a different-looking of- 
fense all together from this standpoint — 
if Narduzzi and offensive coordinator Matt 
Canada can figure out how to put four run- 
ning backs on the field at the same time they 
might just do it. 

The Panthers are really (at least) that 
deep at running back. Consider: Sopho- 
more Qadree Ollison rushed for 1,121 
yards and 11 touchdowns and was the ACC 
Offensive Rookie of the Year last season, 
but he could fall to third on the depth chart 
when camp begins. 

The starting tailback, assuming he is 
healthy, is going to be James Conner, who 
missed last season with a knee injury and 
then was diagnosed in November with Hodg- 
kin’s lymphoma. He was the 2014 ACC Of- 
fensive Player of the Year. 

Conner finished chemotherapy treatment 
in May; if he is able to return to the field and 
come close to picking up where he left off as 
a smash-mouth runner, it would be one of 
the best stories in college football. 

The offensive line returns four starters, an- 
chored by one of the top left tackles in the 
ACC in senior Adam Bisnowaty, and senior 
guard Dorian Johnson. 


DEFENSE 


At the beginning of spring practice, Nar- 
duzzi said he wanted to create more com- 
petition on defense, and that’s exactly what 
he did. 


SCHEDULE 


Date 


Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 


Sept. 17 at Oklahoma State 


Sept. 24 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 27 
Nov. 5 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 26 


STADIUM: Heinz Field (65,050) 


Opponent 


VILLANOVA 
PENN STATE 


at North Carolina 
MARSHALL 
GEORGIA TECH 
at Virginia 
VIRGINIA TECH 
at Miami 
at Clemson 
DUKE 
SYRACUSE 


RESULTS 


W 
WwW 
L 
Ww 
WwW 
W 
W 
L 
L 
W 
W 
L 


L 


YOUNGSTOWN STATE 


at Akron 
at lowa 
at Virginia Tech 
VIRGINIA 
at Georgia Tech 
at Syracuse 
NORTH CAROLINA 
NOTRE DAME 
at Duke 
LOUISVILLE 
MIAMI 
Military Bowl 
vs, Navy 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 


"5 Record 


6-5 
7-6 
10-3 
11-3 
10-3 
3-9 
4-8 
7-6 
8-5 
14-1 
8-5 
4-8 


45-37 

24-7 
24-27 
17-13 
26-19 
31-28 
23-20 
19-26 
30-42 
31-13 
45-34 
24-29 


28-44 


a » & 5 6 7 8 9 10 
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LOCATION: 


Pittsburgh, Pa. 


2015: 


8-5 overall, 6-2 ACC (2nd, Coastal) 


COACH: 
Pat Narduzzi — At Pitt and overall: 
8-5, 1 year 


RETURNING STARTERS: 


17; 7 offense, 8 defense, kicker, 
punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Nathan Peterman, RB James 
Conner, WR Dontez Ford, 0G Dorian 
Johnson, OT Adam Bisnowaty, 

TE Scott Orndoff, DE Ejuan Price, 

S Jordan Whitehead 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 


The offensive line returns four start- 
ers and is anchored by Bisnowaty, 
one of the top left tackles in the 
ACC. Pitt returns most of the key 
components at the skill positions 
and has an abundance of running 
back talent. If Conner returns from 
his battle with cancer as expected, 
the Panthers will have one of the 
most explosive running games in 
the country. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 


The Panthers are thin at linebacker 
and defensive line. Any team 
coached by Narduzzi is going to 
figure it out on that side of the ball, 
but a few key injuries could sink 

a unit without much depth. 


KEY LOSSES: 
WR Tyler Boyd, TE J.P. Holtz, C Artie 
Rowell, CB Lafayette Pitts 


OVERVIEW: 


Pitt could actually be a better team 
than in 2015 and have a worse 
record because the schedule is so 
much tougher. The Panthers play 
Penn State and Oklahoma State in 
non-conference action and have an 
ACC crossover game at Clemson. 
Overall, though, there are positive 
signs for Pitt, which is headed in 
the right direction under Narduzzi. 


KEY NUMBER: 


16 Years it has been since Pitt has 
played Penn State. The old rivals 
meet Sept. 10 in Pittsburgh. 


Jordan Whitehead 


Photo by Charles LaClare-USA TODAY Sport 


And more competition is coming. The 
recruiting class was heavy with defensive 
players, several of whom are expected to 
vie for starting jobs in camp. 

In the meantime, Narduzzi did a lot 
of shuffling of players this spring to cre- 
ate more depth on defense, which is why 
some players who were on offense ended 
up on the other side. 

That showed up at outside “star” line- 
backer, where the spring competition was 
among two former safeties and a former 
wide receiver. 

There still will be familiar faces on de- 
fense considering eight starters return, but 
a few could be in different spots or no lon- 
ger in the starting lineup. 
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SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


2015 stats: 186.8 ypg rushing (44th in NGAA), 190.6 passing (99th), 377.5 total offense (82nd), 28.2 ppg (68th) 


QB Nate Peterman* Sr. 
RB James Conner J. 
FB George Aston 
WR Dontez Ford* Sr. 
WR Jester Weah Jr. 
TE Scott Orndoff* Sr. 
LT Adam Bisnowaty* Sr. 
LG — Dorian Johnson* Sr. 
C Alex Officer* Jr. 
RG Alex Bookser So. 
RT Brian O'Neill* 
PK Chris Blewitt* Sr. 
*Returning Starter in Bold 


A traditional drop-back passer and extremely accurate thrower. 
Big-time runner looking to come back from ACL and cancer. 
So. Traditional fullback — bruising blocker and catches ball well. 
Steady possession receiver, but can bust out a big play, too. 
Speedy WR needs to develop consistency making routine plays. 
Big target for Peterman and also an excellent blocker. 

Athletic tackle with great size and lots of experience, 

Like Bisnowaty, athleticism and size are his best attributes. 
Intelligent player; uses leverage well and understands protections. Connor Dintino, So. 
Has played several positions; is more mobile than most linemen. 
So. Position battle here will continue into fall camp. 

Steady, consistent kicker coming off a solid season. 


Manny Stocker, Sr. 
Darrin Hall, So. 

Colton Lively, Jr. 

Zach Challingsworth, Jr. 
Tre Tipton, So. 

Jaymar Parrish, Sr. 
Aaron Reese, Jr. 

John Guy, Sr. 


Mike Herndon, So. 
Jaryd Jones-Smith, Jr. 
Alec Schuster, So. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


2015 stats: 148.5 ypg rushing (40th in NCAA), 214.7 passing (54th), 363.2 total defense (37th), 26.1 ppg (57th) 


DE Rori Blair* Jr. 
NT — Tyrique Jarrett* Sr. 
DT — Shakir Soto Sr. 
DE Ejuan Price* Sr. 
LB Mike Caprara* Sr. 
LB Matt Galambos* Sr. 
LB Oluwaseun Idowu 
CB Ryan Lewis Sr. 
CB Avonte Maddox* Jr. 
SS Jordan Whitehead* — So. 
FS Terrish Webb* Sr. 
P Ryan Winslow* Jr. 
*Returning Starter in Bold 


The linebacker corps, outside of the star 
spot, is pretty loaded with experience. 
Starting middle linebacker Matt Galambos 
and senior Mike Caprara, the starter at the 
other outside spot — the “money” line- 
backer — were two of the most productive 
players on defense last year. 

One cornerback spot will be manned by 
junior Avonte Maddox, who led the team 
in interceptions (three) and passes defend- 
ed (15). The strong safety will be sopho- 
more Jordan Whitehead, one of the team’s 
best players. 

Coordinator Josh Conklin made it clear 
that the other two secondary spots, as well 
as any of the situational spots (the nickel 
back, for instance), will not be determined 
until the recruiting class arrives. 

The defensive front should be solid, 


Excellent pass rusher who is explosive and relentless. 

Has great instincts; he's good in pursuit and at stuffing the run. 
Strong, athletic player who had a huge bowl game against Navy. 
Was granted sixth year due to injuries. Can be a dominant pass rusher. James Folston, So, 
Smart and one of the most productive players on the defense. 
Experienced, gritty, hard-nosed traditional middle linebacker. 

So. _ Walk-on who caught coaches’ eyes with his playmaking ability. 
Entered spring drills as a backup, but won the job. 

Relentless, aggressive corner led team in INTs and breakups. 
Played both ways last year; clearly one of Panthers’ best players. 
Long and athletic; has a great feel for the position. 

Strong leg, but needs to be better with shorter, directional kicks. 


Dewayne Hendrix, So. 
Shane Roy, So. 
Justin Moody, Jr. 


Bam Bradley, Sr. 
Quintin Wirginis, Jr. 
Elijah Zeise, So. 
Phillipie Motley, So. 
Malik Henderson, Fr. 
Dennis Briggs, So. 
Reggie Mitchell, Sr. 
Nick Goldsmith, So. 


but other than senior defensive end Ejuan 
Price, there aren’t a lot of high-impact play- 
makers in the group. Price had 11.5 sacks 
and 19.5 tackles for loss last season. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Placekicker Chris Blewitt, often the 
subject of bad headlines and jokes when 
he misses a kick, has been reliable. He 
doesn’t have a huge leg — he was 9 of 
11 from inside 40 yards but only 6 of 12 
from beyond — but he made clutch kicks 
last season. 

Ryan Winslow averaged 41.1 yards per 
punt last season. He boomed 10 punts 
for 50 yards or more. He had 21 of his 63 
attempts downed inside the 20. 


— Paul Zeise 
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HN BRAXTON BAUGUS 


High School in Trenton, Tennessee. 

He a 6-3 all-state quarterback; she a 
basketball cheerleader who played French horn 
in the marching band. 

During a football homecoming week, Braxton 
Baugus dressed as Ken and Trystan Claar 
Bechtel as Barbie. 

However, theirs would not be a happily-ever- 
after boyfriend-girlfriend relationship that 
began in middle school. 

On Braxton’s 18th birthday, Feb. 19, 2014, 
Trystan was killed when her Ford Explorer left 
the road and flipped over. She was leaving her 
cousin’s 1-year birthday party, returning to 
classes at the University of Tennessee at Martin 
where she was a freshman. Trystan, 19, was 
three miles from Braxton’s home. 

Braxton was eating lunch at school when 
his mother, Gwen Baugus, called to tell him to 
come home immediately. 

“What is going on?” Braxton asked. Gwen told 
him. “Trystan is dead. She had a car accident.” 

Speeding home, Braxton found his mother 
crying. Trystan, raised by her grandparents 
Larry and Tyanne Ridings, was like a daughter 
to Gwen, who with her husband Jeremy Baugus, 
has four sons. 

“Trystan is the spitting image of my mom. 

If they were the same age, they would be 
identical twins,” said Braxton. 

Friends flooded Braxton’s home. Some stayed 
four nights. “They kept my mind off a lot of 
stuff,” said Braxton. His youth minister at 
First Baptist Church in Trenton, Bill Kisner, 
gave him a book by Carson Tinker, the former 
Alabama long snapper, whose girlfriend died in 
a Tuscaloosa tornado in 2011. 

“T had just turned 18. I am still young,” 
said Braxton. “Not many people my age have to 
experience or go through something like that. 
It was definitely hard. It was a struggle, but 
I had a real good support system with my 
family and friends and they helped me out. 

“T never sink and go under. I never got 
like that. I am blessed to see another day. All 
of us should be. I can say I had a true love. 

I am thankful that I got to experience that 
relationship. God showed how great His love is for 
us. I lost someone I love. God gave up his only 
son for us. That is definitely unconditional love,” 
said Braxton, whose favorite verse is John 3:16. 


al hey were the Ken and Barbie of Peabody 
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pet tt 
FAITH 


BY BILL SORRELL 


“That was a big turning point in my life. It 
made me realize that life is not just a big joke. It 
made me realize it’s serious, but I have realized to 
have fun while doing it. It has made me not take 
anything for granted. We don’t know when our 
last step is going to be or our last breath of air.” 

Braxton and Trystan had been inseparable. 
Beside his television in his room is a 48-inch 
poster with photos of him and Trystan that she 
gave him as a present for his 17th birthday. 

“T can’t take it down. That gift has so much 
value and sentimental meaning to me,” said 
Braxton, who keeps her memory alive on 
game day. 

A redshirt sophomore quarterback at Bethel 
University in McKenzie, Tennessee, an NAIA 
school in the Mid-South Conference, Braxton 
writes the initials TCB on his left wrist-tape. 

Bethel linebacker Logan Morris, who was also 
a teammate at Peabody, said, “Life has pulled 
no punches in Braxton’s 20 years, but the way 
he responds is something that all people could 
look up to. Braxton went through something 
that no kid should ever have to go through and 
yet he still pushed forward and never lets it kill 
his spirit.” 

Braxton has a million reasons to have 
faith according to Bethel head football coach 
Chris Elliott. 

“How we choose to handle the adversity that 
life can throw at us is a big indicator of who 
you are as a person,” he said. “When anything 
negative happens you have to make a decision of 
how you will react to it, you either move forward 
or go backward. Braxton has such a great, 
positive attitude which I am sure has helped him 
deal with the adversity he has faced.” 

Bethel linebacker Max Massengill said that 
he has never seen a struggle or difficulty get 
Braxton so down that it affects the person he is. 

“Braxton’s ability to handle struggles in life, 
without a doubt, translate to the football field,” 
Massengill said. “He is a big competitor, whether 
it be on a Saturday or during a 7-on-7 drill. 
Braxton’s ability to be positive and confident 
in what he does is something that everyone on 
our team should learn from, myself included. His 
ability to keep his faith gives him his foundation 
as a person and especially as a football player.” 

Braxton said, “Having faith is something 
that gets you that motivation to do good, to 
be good, to care for people and to love one 


another. That really drives me. I was never mad 
at God. I needed Christ. I have always been 
pretty level-headed and understanding. I have 
always had people to help me, to turn to. 

“T have a really good family life. My family 
is awesome. My mom and dad and my brothers 
(Hayden, 17, Grayson, 15, Cooper, 14) inspire me. 
They have molded me into who I have become.” 

Braxton wears a bracelet, “I Love Someone 
With Autism.” Grayson has Asperger's Syndrome, 
an autistic spectrum disorder characterized by 
difficulties in social interaction. 

About to be a sophomore at Peabody, 
Grayson is a “big book of information” on 
topics he is interested in such as history. 

“He is incredibly intelligent. He can still 
interact with people. It is hard for him to hold 
a conversation. He is always saying smart aleck 
things that are really funny that crack me up,” 
said Braxton. “We laugh a lot together. We have 
developed a pretty special bond. I have learned 
that I have a soft heart for people like Grayson.” 

A business management major with a 3.8 
GPA and Academic All-Mid-South Conference, 
Braxton has Gastroesophageal Reflux Disease 
(GERD). In December, physicians tested 
suspicious looking throat ulcers for cancer. 

A biopsy was negative. “I was fine,” he said. 

His experiences give him the ability to 
express to others what it’s like to go through 
challenges and how to deal with them. 

“T have a very understanding view of the way 
things happen,” he said. “I think God's purpose 
for me is to share my experience and to let 
people know that no matter what you may go 
through in life, there is always a bigger picture; 
there is a plan. There is a reason for everything 
that happens. I am a big believer in that.” 

Braxton still has his last text message from 
Trystan: “Happy Birthday Braxton. I hope it is 
the best one yet. Love you.” 


Braxton Baugus 
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OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Zac Taylor 


BEARCATS TRY T0 REBOU 


incinnati was the overwhelming 
{ media choice to win the inaugural 

American Athletic Conference title 
game in 2015, but the Bearcats crashed to 
a 7-6 record. 

After two consecutive 9-4 seasons, UC 
had its worst year under third-year coach 
Tommy Tuberville, who was the first to 
acknowledge the shortcomings. Those in- 
cluded UC getting blown out by 38 and 35 
points in two of its last three games. 

“You hate to end up like this,” Tuberville 
said after a 42-7 Hawaii Bowl loss to San 
Diego State. 

Which made it perhaps a bit surprising 
when, four months after the 2015 season 
ended, Tuberville was given a two-year con- 
tract extension through the 2019 season. 

Regardless, it is time for Tuberville to re- 
gain his mojo. Tuberville turns 62 in Sep- 
tember and has not had a team finish in 
the final AP Top 25 since 2007, his second- 
to-last year at Auburn. 

A big key for UC will be quarterback 
play. Senior Gunner Kiel was not as sharp 
in 2015S as the year before, partly due to in- 
juries. Then, Kiel missed the Hawaii Bowl 
for undisclosed personal reasons. Sopho- 
more Hayden Moore had extreme highs 
and lows in filling in for Kiel. 

UC also lost both coordinators. Offen- 
sive coordinator Eddie Gran left for the 
same job at Kentucky. Defensive coordina- 
tor Steve Clinkscale also left for Kentucky 
to become defensive backs coach. 

New offensive coordinator Zac Taylor 
finished 2015 as the Miami Dolphins’ in- 
terim offensive coordinator. As for defense, 
Tuberville gave linebackers coach Jeff 
Koonz the added title of co-coordinator 
with Robert Prunty, the team’s associate 
head coach and defensive line coach. 

UC has become known for its potent 
passing game and shaky defense. The 
Bearcats will score their points, but they 
must reduce their turnovers. Defensive- 
ly, last year’s unit was young, but Tuber- 
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DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Jeff Koonz, Robert Prunty 


ND FROM DISAPPOINTING YEAR 


ville believes he may have his most tal- 
ented UC group. 


OFFENSE 


Cincinnati set 18 program records on of- 
fense last season, but now there is a new 
coordinator and several new starters. 

Under former coordinator Eddie Gran, 
UC had the three highest seasons of to- 
tal offense in school history. UC last year 
ranked sixth nationally in total offense at 
537.8 yards per game. 

New offensive coordinator Zac Taylor 
said that UC will still play fast, but expect 
more pro-style looks that include more 
passes to backs and tight ends. 

The big question is at quarterback. Gun- 
ner Kiel has started most of the past two 
years, but eyebrows were raised when he 
missed the 2015 Hawaii Bowl for undis- 
closed personal reasons. Kiel rejoined the 
team in January, but Tuberville said Kiel 
must earn his job back. 

Kiel threw for 2,777 yards and 19 touch- 
downs last season, but was intercepted 11 
times in 10 appearances. Kiel missed this 
year’s spring game with a sore shoulder, but 
was expected back for summer workouts. 

Hayden Moore, who spelled Kiel at 
several junctures as a redshirt freshman 
last season, could be in the running to 
start. 
(nine TD passes, 11 interceptions), but 
he flashed a lot of potential when he set 
a school-record with 557 passing yards 
against Memphis. 

Redshirt freshman Ross Trail, who was 
Cincinnati’s top-rated recruit in 2015, 
could push for playing time. 

UC must replace its top five receivers, 
including career receptions leader Shaq 
Washington. Top returning receiver Nate 
Cole caught 19 passes last year. 

The Bearcats have solid producers at 
running back with Mike Boone (749 yards 
rushing, nine TDs) and Tion Green (729, 
eight). Veteran center Deyshawn Bond 


Moore was inconsistent overall 


CINCINNATI 


For more coverage of the Bearcats, visit cincinnati.247Sports.com 


STADIUM: Nippert Stadium (40,000) 


LOCATION: 


Cincinnati, Ohio 


2015: 
7-6, 4-4 AAC (T-3rd East) 


COACH: 
Tommy Tuberville — At Cincinnati: 25-14, 
3 years; overall 155-91, 20 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 


13; 4 offense, 7 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Gunner Kiel, RB Tion Green, RB Mike Boone, 
C Deyshawn Bond, OG Ryan Leahy, LB Eric 
Wilson, S Zach Edwards, PK Andrew Gantz 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

The offensive line is seasoned. Veteran running 
backs Green and Boone could produce more with 
extra emphasis on throwing to the backs. The 
defense had several players thrust into the lineup 
before fully ready, but there is more speed and 
talent on that side than UC has had for years. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

The passing game might slip a notch, with uncer- 
tainty at quarterback and so many productive 
receivers gone. The Bearcats must show more 
discipline, having ranked No. 122 nationally in 
penalty yardage last year at 72.9 yards per game. 


KEY LOSSES: 

RB Hosey Williams, WR Chris Moore, WR Shaq 
Washington, WR Mikale McKay, OT Parker 
Ehinger, OT Justin Murray, DE Silverberry 
Mouhon, S Leviticus Payne 


OVERVIEW: 


The folksy, charismatic Tuberville is a national 
name and was a popular choice when hired. 
The honeymoon is over, the Bearcats having 
flopped after being favored to win the AAC in 
2015. Blue-chip recruits continue to bypass UC, 
no longer the national player it became under 
Brian Kelly. Tuberville will try to resurrect things 
with player development, with emphasis on 
technique football. 


KEY NUMBER: 


124 —The Bearcats’ national rank last year in 
turnover margin, at minus-1.46 per game. The 
combination of too many interceptions and not 
enough takeaways led to a pedestrian 7-6 
record. 
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Gunner Kiel 


TODAY Sports 


Photo by Aaron Dosti 


leads what should be a strong line, with 
starting guards Ryan Leahy and Idarius 
Ray also back. 


Tuberville had three different defensive 
coordinators in his first three UC seasons, 
and there is change yet again as Steve 
Clinkscale left for Kentucky. 

Tuberville, on paper, has defensive line 
coach Robert Prunty and linebackers coach 
Jeff Koonz as co-coordinators, but the head 
coach himself might choose to run the 
defense on game days. 

UC jumped 18 spots to No. 78 nation- 
ally in total defense last year, which is 
faint praise. The Bearcats allowed 5.79 
yards per play, 88th nationally. The sec- 
ondary was wrecked by injuries, which 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Gunner Kiel* Sr. Has 50 TD passes in two years, but also 24 interceptions. Hayden Moore, So. 
RB Tion Green Sr. Third on team in rushing (729 yards) and second in touchdowns (8). Mike Boone, Jr. 
WR — Nate Cole Sr. Top retuming receiver caught 19 passes with one TD last year. Brayden Beard, Fr. 
WR Kahlil Lewis So. Had three receptions last season; also returned 10 kickoffs. Jamil Kamara, So. 
WR — Avery Peterson So. Former four-star recruit is transfer from LSU. Devin Gray, Jr. 

TE  OD.J. Dowdy Sr. — Productive when targeted, with 12 catches, three TDs last year. Tyler Cogswell, Jr. 
LT Ryan Stout So. New starter played only in the season opener last year. Reed Armagost, Fr. 
LG — Idarius Ray* Sr. — Junior college transfer started nine games last year. Keith Minor, So. 

C  DeyshawnBond* Sr. _—_ Two-time Rimington Award nominee was second team All-AAC. David Niehaus, Sr. 
RG Ryan Leahy* Sr.  Second-team All-AAC last season; started all 13 games. Will Steur, Jr. 


RT Korey Cunningham = di. 
PK Andrew Gantz* Jr. 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


POS STARTER YR, COMMENT 
DE Mark Wilson Jt. 
DT  CortezBroughton* So. 
DT Alex Pace* 


DE —_ Kimoni Fitz 

LB Eric Wilson* Sr. 
LB Bryce Jenkinson* —So. 
LB Mike Tyson 

CB Grant Coleman Jr. 
CB Linden Stephens* Jr. 
S Carter Jacobs Jr. 
S$ Zach Edwards* Sr. 
P Sam Geraci* Jr. 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


made things worse. 

Cincinnati did make a move to go more 
with speedier youngsters instead of slower 
veterans, and it returns its top two tack- 
lers in outside linebacker Eric Wilson (106 
stops) and safety Zach Edwards (94). Mid- 
dle linebacker Bryce Jenkinson also returns 
after breaking into the starting lineup as 
a true freshman (59 tackles). 

A newcomer to watch is freshman Ty- 
quan Statham from Georgia. He was 
ranked the No. 43 “athlete” in the coun- 
try by 247Sports, and UC will try the 6-2, 
210-pound Statham at linebacker. His oth- 
er offers included Boston College, Duke, 
Iowa and North Carolina State. 

Defensive tackles Alex Pace and Cor- 
tez Broughton return to anchor the line, 
which was porous against the run. 


Nicknamed “Big Country,” has patiently waited his turn. 
Repeated as second team All-AAC, has made 37 of 47 career FGs. Josh Pasley, Sr. 


Started five games last year, had 20 tackles and two sacks. 
Had 28 tackles last year; once played in Little League World Series. Marquise Copeland, So. 
St. — Coached by Ted Ginn Sr. in high school; had 27 tackles last year. 
So. Played in 11 games last year; had 22 sacks during high school career. Lyndon Johnson, Sr. 
Second-team All-AAC, ex-Northwestern player led UC with 106 tackles, Antonio Kinard, Sr. 
Became starter as true freshman; third on team with 59 tackles. 
Sr. Not named for the boxer, converted safety had 32 tackles last year. Chris Murphy, Jr. 
Former walk-on started first four games last year before being injured. J.J. Pinckney, So. 
Son of ex-NFL LB Mac Stephens; 34 tackles, two INTs last year. 
Played extensively past two seasons; will start now. 

Leader of secondary has 288 career tackles and seven interceptions. Malik Clements, So. 


Morgan James, Fr. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Landon Brazile, So. 


Sione Tongamoa, Sr. 


Jaylyin Minor, Jr. 


Christian Angulo, Fr. 
Tyrell Gilbert, So.* 


Has a two-year average of 42.6 yards per punt. 


Andrew Gantz, Jr. 


Tuberville frequently talks about tech- 
nique, but no amount of fundamentals has 
masked the Bearcats’ recent lack of overall 
defensive speed and quickness. With sev- 
eral underclassmen working into the line- 
up last year, the defense could be ready to 
regain some swagger. 


Placekicker Andrew Gantz enters his 
third year as the starter, having made 37 
of 47 career field goal attempts. Punter Sam 
Geraci had a 46.3-yard average last year. 

UC has not returned a punt or kickoff for 
a TD since 2011. Coverage teams have been 
spotty. To wit: San Diego State returned the 
opening kickoff for a TD against UC in the 
Hawaii Bowl. 

— Tom Groeschen 


a 
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3 YEARS AGO: 2011 


Although this was when the Big Ten expanded 
into the Bigger Ten and its first conference 
championship game, this was a pretty forget- 
table year for the league. It started a few 
months after Ohio State coach Jim Tressel 
resigned owing to “Tattoo Gate,” and ended 
with Joe Paterno’s legacy soiled because of 
former assistant coach Jerry Sandusky’s child 
sex abuse scandal. In the meantime, no Big Ten 
program played well enough to achieve Top 10 
status by the end of the year. Russell Wilson ar- 
rived at Wisconsin (from North Carolina State) 
for one season, leading the Badgers to the Rose 
Bowl. They beat Michigan State in a wild Big 
Ten Championship Game, 42-39. 


Big Ten champion: Wisconsin (11-3, 6-2) 
Big Ten MVPs: Montee Ball, RB, Ohio State; 
Devon Still, DE, Penn State 

Heisman Trophy: Robert Griffin II, OB, 
Baylor (4th — Ball; 9th — Wilson) 

National champion: Alabama (12-1, 7-1) 
beat LSU in the BCS title game. 


10 YEARS AGO: 2006 


Wisconsin ended up with a Top 10 pedigree, 
but the Badgers were never a factor in the race 
because of a conference-opening 27-13 loss at 
Michigan. From there, it was mostly a waiting 
game until Michigan-Ohio State on Nov. 18. Ex- 
tra sizzle came with the debate about whether 
the matchup of unbeatens could be the first 
round of a two-round fight, to be concluded in 
the BCS title game. The Buckeyes had a season- 
long grip on No. 1, while Michigan ran off 11 
consecutive wins to elevate to No. 2 and create 
the Game of the Year (Decade? Century?) in Co- 
lumbus. It was a thriller — and an unexpected 
shootout — as the Buckeyes took a 14-point 
halftime lead and stiff-armed the comeback- 
minded Wolverines the rest of the way. The 
42-39 victory sealed Troy Smith's Heisman, as 
the Ohio State quarterback threw for 316 yards 
and four touchdowns. 


Big Ten champion: Ohio State (12-1, 8-0) 
Big Tem MVPs: Smith, QB, Ohio State; 
LaMarr Woodley, DE, Michigan 

Heisman Trophy: Smith; (5th — Mike Hart, 
RB, Michigan) 

National champion: Florida dominated 
Ohio State in a 41-14 victory that started the 
SEC on its run of seven consecutive national 
titles. 


15 YEARS AGO: 2001 


Northwestern entered the season as the 
consensus Big Ten favorite for the first time 
ever ... and promptly flopped. The Wildcats 
were rocked by the preseason death of Rashidi 
Wheeler and subsequent controversy and 
lawsuits. And they were undone by injuries and 
an awful defense, fading to a tie for last place. 
Rising out of a mediocre field was Michigan 
(no surprise) and Illinois (surprise). Michigan 
won the head-to-head meeting in September, 
but suffered a controversial last-second loss to 
Michigan State. Illinois would not lose again 
and claimed its first league title since 1990 
when Ohio State upset the Wolverines, 26-20, 
on the final weekend. 


Big Ten champion; Illinois (10-2, 7-1) 

Big Ten MVPs: Antwaan Randle El, QB, 
Indiana; Larry Foote, LB, Michigan 

Heisman Trophy: Eric Crouch, QB, Nebraska 
(6th — Randle El) 

National champion: The Miami Hurricanes 
of OB Ken Dorsey and first-year coach Larry Coker 
beat Nebraska, 37-14. In a controversial and em- 
barrassing twist of the BCS computers, the Com- 
huskers did not making the Big 12 title game, 
yet advanced to the BCS championship game. 


20 YEARS AGO: 1996 


Had Ohio State not blown a 13-0 halftime lead 
at home against Michigan in the season finale, 
the Buckeyes would have been undefeated and 
No. 1. As it was, they had to win a tiebreaker 
with Northwestern; the Buckeyes received the 
nod to the Rose Bowl based on the fact that 
the Wildcats had been to Pasadena the previ- 
ous year, while OSU hadn't been there in 10 
years. Once at the Rose Bowl, Ohio State played 
a thriller against unbeaten Arizona State. 

Jake Plummer’s diving touchdown with 1:40 
remaining looked to be a game-winner, but Joe 
Germaine led the Buckeyes back. He hit David 
Boston for a short TD with 19 seconds to play 
for a 20-17 victory. John Cooper's team finished 
No. 2 in the polls. 


Big Ten champion: Ohio State (11-1, 7-1) 
Big Ten MVPs: Orlando Pace, OT, Ohio State; 
Pat Fitzgerald, LB, Northwestern 

Heisman Trophy: Danny Wuerffel, QB, 
Florida (4th — Pace; 6th — Darnell Autry, RB, 
Northwestern) 

National champion: Florida beat Florida 
State in the Sugar Bowl. 


Look 
ACK 


25 YEARS AGO: 1991 


Behind Heisman winner Desmond Howard, Michi- 
gan rolled to its third unbeaten Big Ten season in 
a four-year span to win the conference title. The 
Wolverines’ only stumble during the regular sea- 
son was a 51-31 home loss to top-ranked Florida 
State. By the bowl season, Washington was 

the top-ranked team, and the Wolverines were 
humbled by the Huskies, 34-14. Howard caught 
61 passes for the Wolverines, remarkably scoring 
touchdowns on 19 of those. In the Rose Bowl, 
however, he was held to one catch for 35 yards. 


Big Ten champion: Michigan (10-2, 8-0) 
Big Ten Player of the Year: Desmond 
Howard, WR-RS, Michigan 

Heisman Trophy: Desmond Howard, WR-RS, 
Michigan; 6th — Vaughn Dunbar, RB, Indiana 
National champion: Miami (AP poll, beat 
Nebraska in the Orange Bowl); Washington 
(coaches poll, beat Michigan in the Rose Bowl). 


90 YEARS AGO: 1966 

OK, so 50 years later, it’s hard to blame Ara Par- 
seghian. If you lost your star running back, and 
your quarterback had been knocked out cold, and 
you were facing George Webster and Bubba Smith 
on the road, and had the national championship 
in your back pocket as long as you escaped with 
a tie ... well, you'd run out the last 70 seconds 
from your 30-yard line, too. Still ... settling for a 
tie in the Game of the Century? 

Duffy Daugherty’s Michigan State team carried a 
19-game winning streak into Spartan Stadium on 
Nov. 19. Notre Dame, the nation’s media darlings, 
had leapfrogged from No. 4 to No. 1 through the 
season. When the Irish invaded the turf of the 
No. 2 Spartans, and MSU took a 10-0 lead, things 
looked bleak for the visitors. 

Parseghian knew that after his team scratched 
back to tie the score, the media wouldn't penalize 
his team for tying on the road, especially with 
star RB Nick Eddy out of action and QB Terry 
Hanratty knocked cold by Smith. He was right. 
ND eventually accepted the championship trophy. 
Michigan State didn’t go to the Rose Bowl 
because the Big Ten had a no-repeat rule. 


Big Ten Ghampion: Michigan State (9-0-1, 7-0) 
Big Ten Player of the Year: Bob Griese, 

QB, Purdue 

Heisman Trophy: Steve Spurrier, QB, Florida 
(2nd — Griese, 6th — Jones) 

National champion: Ara Parseghian’s Irish 
captured the consensus national championship with 
a 9-0-1 record, while Alabama went undefeated. 
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